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Proof of the Bible 

 
Can you demonstrate that the Bible is from Almighty God? Atheists doubt it! Christians are 

Christians in name only, but don’t believe what it says! Does the Bible speak with Divine 

Authority?  

 

 

Jesus referred to the “scriptures” (John 5:39). Again he said, “It is 

written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”(Matthew 4:4). The Apostle 

Paul later said, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness:” (2 Tim 3:16). The scriptures, the 

Bible claims that it has come to us by God. Peter said, “For the 

prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men 

of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 

1:21). It is by the will of God that the Bible was set to writing. 

God’s instruction book to man. The book tells us who we are, 

what we are, how we got here, and where we are going. Can you 

prove it? The Bible itself gives us that challenge, “Prove all 

things; hold fast that which is good.” (1 Thess 5:21). God is 

encouraging us to prove it. God knows it’s true and the facts are 

there for anyone who wants to look for them. 

 

But before we deal with the proofs of the Bible, what is 

inspiration? How was the Bible inspired? By what vehicle did 

God use to convey his message? 

 

What is Inspiration? 

 

The Bible itself describes the means of its inspiration, “Knowing 

this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 

interpretation.  

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 

holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

(2 Peter 1:20-21).  Many so-called “scholars” believe that the 

Bible is just a collection of writings from the Jews trying to 

understand God and the Universe. But the Bible says it is “not” 

from men’s minds and will, but from God. 
  
On some occasions when Old Testament prophets were inspired 

with a message, they themselves didn’t even understand it! 

 

The prophet Daniel said: “And I heard, but I understood not: then 

said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things? And he 

said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed 
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till the time of the end” (Dan. 12:8-9). If the prophets didn’t understand many of the messages 

then it had to be from another source, of course that source being God. 

 

Now these men were “moved.”  This word means, “The Greek phrase here (ὑπὸ Πνεύματος 

Ἁγίου φερόμενος  hupo Pneumatos Hagiou pheromenos) means ‘borne along, moved, 

influenced’ by the Holy Ghost. The idea is, that in what they spake they were ‘carried along’ by 

an influence from above.” (Barnes Notes).  

 

“being borne on” (φερόμενοι); comp. Act 27:15, Act 27:17, where it is used of a ship being 

borne on by the wind. So the prophets were borne on in their prophetic utterance by the Holy 

Spirit of God. They were truly and really inspired. (Pulpit Commentary, emphasis added). The 

Spirit of God actually controlled or guided them when writing the words of God. As David said, 

“The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.” (2 Sam 23:2). David or 

any prophet was the vehicle in which the words of God were spoken and written down. This is 

the way it had to be done, so that it was done by God, and not the will of man.  

 

There were different ways God revealed to man his word as Hebrews says, “God, who at sundry 

times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  

“Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 

whom also he made the worlds;” 

 

 God dictated his words to Moses. Continually in the first 5 books it says, “The Lord Spake unto 

Moses.” God said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in a book” (Exodus 17:14).  and “If thou 

shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes 

which are written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD thy God with all thine 

heart, and with all thy soul…And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the 

words of this law in a book, until they were finished,” (Deut 30:10; 31:24).  

 

Others like Balaam fell into a trance and uttered the words of God (Numbers 24:4, 16) as well as 

Peter and Paul (Acts 10:10; 11:5; 22:17).  

 

God said he would also speak to his prophets through dreams and visions, “And he said, Hear 

now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him 

in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.” (Num 12:6); one being Joseph the dreamer of 

dreams (Gen 37). But all these ways and manners were all “carried” along by God; God guiding 

the minds of men, and putting to writing his words, and preserved for us today. 

 

The unity of the Bible, of 66 books, written within a span of 4000 years without any 

contradiction is proof alone to its inspiration. But there are many proofs besides this that clearly 

shows its inspiration; its scientific and historical accuracy, and archaeological discoveries that 

prove the Bible; Proofs of miracles, and fulfilled prophecies.  
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The Preservation of the Bible 

 

Has the Bible been preserved accurately? Could a collection of writings scattered over 4000 

years of composition, spanning many generations and authored by 40-plus writers in three 

languages survive such a journey intact? Jesus Christ said yes. “Heaven and earth shall pass 

away,” He pronounced, “but my words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). 

 

The skeptics disagree. Accusations of linguistic errors, slips of the pen, unwarranted 

interpolations and pious forgeries have been trumpeted far and wide. Even to the average person 

it somehow seems unreasonable for manuscripts and documents to survive unblemished after 

31/2 millennia of copying and recopying. Critical doubts and scholarly questions do not 

constitute refutation; the Bible exists! The document gets the benefit of any doubt. The burden of 

proof lies with the skeptic! 

 

The fact is, in opposition to the skeptic ideas reveals that ancient writing was very important to 

the people at the time.  Halley’s explains, “Until recent years it was commonly believed that 

writing was unknown in the early days of Old 

Testament history…thus embodying only Oral 

Tradition. But now the spade of the archaeologist 

has revealed that WRITTEN records of important 

events were made from the dawn of 

history…[after citing many examples Halley’s 

says] the practice of recording important events 

was in common use from the dawn of history, 

making it certain that the early events of the book 

of Genesis could have been, and most likely were, 

recorded in contemporaneous documents” 

(Halley’s Bible Handbook, pp.44, 47, emphasis 

his and mine).  

 

The care and preservation of Israel’s lively oracles 

was a solemn duty of professionals called scribes. 

 

In these conditions, how easy was it to palm off 

forgeries on the specially chosen teachers of the 

tribe of Levi (Deut. 33:10)? How did educated 

Jews feel about the authenticity of the documents 

they venerated as the “holy scriptures” (2Tim. 3: 

15)? 

 

Let Josephus, a Jewish historian of the first 

century, answer: “From Artaxerxes [Malachi’s 

time] until our time everything has been recorded 

but has not been deemed worthy of like credit with 

what has -preceded, because the exact succession 

of prophets ceased. But what faith we have placed 

The Bible’s Claim of Inspiration 
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“Virtually every book in the New 

Testament contains a claim for its 

own authority…The culminative 

effect of this self testimony is an 

over whelming confirmation that 

the NT writers claimed 

inspiration” (Geisler & Nix 

General Intro to the Bible, p.97) 
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in our own writings is evident by our conduct; for though so long a time has now passed, no one 

has dared to add anything to them, or alter anything in them” (Contra Apion. Whiston’s 

Josephus, p. 609, emphasis added). To the Jews, the scriptures were not some people’s opinions 

or ideas about God. These were the very words of God, “living oracles” from the creator. No one 

dared to change or alter the words because they knew that these were God’s words and there was 

a curse to those who even tried to change them (Deut 4:2; 12:32).  

 

Often overlooked is that the law, prophets and writings, which were accepted by Christ (Luke 

24:44), formed the constitutional and legal basis of the Jewish nation. The Old Testament 

writings had national impact equal to Britain’s Magna Carta, Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and 

Petition of Right, or America's Plymouth Rock Covenant and Declaration of Independence. 

Every Sabbath (Acts15:21) for three millennia the Old Testament has been read, discussed, 

expounded by Jews. Genesis to Malachi underlined the Jewish people’s unique position in the 

world and their claim to the land of Israel. As one rabbi observed, “More than Israel has kept the 

Sabbath, the Sabbath has kept Israel.” 

 

Even the many sects and divisions within Judaism acted as unwitting guarantors of the purity of 

the Old Testament text, the vital record of their ancestors deeds (John 8:33-59). Deletions, 

insertions or corruptions would have triggered an outcry in a nation zealous for their law (Acts 

22:3). Tamper with the Old Testament text? One may as well consider editing the Declaration of 

Independence, deleting a sentence in a new copy of the Gettysburg Address or printing the 

Lord’s Prayer with the beginning “Our Mother.” Vital literary productions of national 

significance are too well known to be tampered with. 

 

How scientific was the transmission of the text? We can get a good insight by surveying two 

periods of transcription: from the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 to about A.D. 500, and from A.D. 

500 to A.D. 916. In the first five centuries a group known as the Talmudists guarded and copied 

the text. A supreme effort to safeguard the Old Testament accompanied the scattering of the 

Jewish people after A.D. 70. “A great rabbi” Yochanan ben Zakkia by name “[reconstituted] the 

Sanhedrin at Jannia, between Joppa and Azotus. They considered whether canonical recognition 

should be accorded to Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Songs and Esther . . . the upshot was 

the firm acknowledgment of all these books as Holy Scripture” (Bruce, The Books and the 

Parchments p. 97) . 

 

Notice some of the demanding discipline of the transcribers who worked from A.D. 70 to A.D. 

500: “A synagogue roll must be written on the skins of clean animals, the length of each column 

must not extend less than 48 or more than 80 lines; the breadth must consist of 30 letters. No 

word or letter, not even a yod, must be written from memory…Between every consonant the 

space of a hair or thread must intervene, between every book three lines. 

 

“Besides this the copyist must sit in full Jewish dress, wash his whole body” (Davidson, Hebrew 

Text of the Old Testament, p. 89). Transcription was letter by letter, not word for word, or phrase 

for phrase! Diligence, Veneration, Professionalism the hallmarks of the Talmudist tradition! 

 

The Masoretes (Hebrew Masorah, meaning “to deliver something into the hands of another”) 

safeguarded the text from about A.D. 500 to A.D. 916. These dedicated scholars based in 
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Tiberias produced the Masoretic Text used today; it is the basis for our English Old Testament of 

1611. “The Massorah is called ‘a fence to the scriptures’ because it locked all words and letters 

in their places. It records the number of times the several letters occur in the Bible; the number of 

words and the middle word; the number of verses and the middle verses, etc., for the set purpose 

of preventing the loss or misplacement of a single letter or word” (Bullinger’s, Companion Bible, 

Appendix 30). 

 

Mr. Geisler and Mr. Nix write, “the King James Bible is 98 .33 percent pure” when compared 

with the Dead Sea Scrolls. Yet, as the accuracy of the Talmdists and Masoretes should 

demonstrate, the sectarians’ Dead Sea Scrolls need to be evaluated by the Masoretic text, not 

vice versa. Sound external evidence attests the accuracy of the transmitters of the Old Testament. 

It is also consistent in its doctrinal harmony and texture. 

 

Josephus put the case very well: “It becomes natural to all Jews to esteem those books to contain 

divine doctrines and, if occasion be, willingly to die for them [rather than] to say one word 

against our laws and the records that contain them ... whereas there are none at all among the 

Greeks who would undergo the least harm on that account.”  

 

So confident were the Talmudists and Masoretes that older documents were discarded: In the 

words of Sir Frederick Kenyon, late curator of the British Museum, “Age gave no advantage to a 

manuscript.” Understanding the precision and skill of the Jewish scribes explains why. This is 

why Paul said of the scriptures, “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of 

circumcision?  

“Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.” 

(Romans 3:1-2).  “in a word, all the books of the Old Testament, and whatsoever is contained in 

them; which are called so, because they are of divine inspiration, contain the mind and will of 

God, and are infallible and authoritative: and it was the privilege and profit of the Jews that they 

were entrusted with them,” (Gill’s Commentary).  

 

But what if the Jews did not believe or practice the things written in the law, the prophets and the 

psalms? What if the Jews became divided into Orthodox and other sects? Does their rejection of 

the truth nullify the faithfulness of the written Word of God which they are required to preserve 

from generation to generation?  

 

“God forbid,” (v.4) declares the Bible. 

 

So the Jews-by the very admission of these critics-HAVE preserved the Old Testament 

faithfully!  

  

Do we expect less from the first century Jewish Christians with the New Testament?  

 

How did we get the New Testament Canon? 

 

As one reads the entire bible, one cannot help but notice that God does not trust his word to 

human memory. Scripture reveals the opposite. In Deuteronomy 31:19-21 Moses was given a 

song to teach the people, and was specifically commanded to write it down so that it would not 
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be forgotten. Obviously God had little faith in oral transmission. The Bible is not written in that 

way. He told Isaiah to “Take thee a great roll, and write...” (8:1). “Now go, write it before them 

in a table, and note it in a book that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever:” (30:8). He 

told Jeremiah also to “Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book” (30:2). 

The Bible is written by EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS about what God DIRECTLY TOLD THEM AND 

WHAT THEY SAW, NOT BY ORAL TRANSMISSION! Should we expect less from the Gospels? 

Remember God does NOT change his ways (Malachi 3:6). 

 

Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 

which testify of me…For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 

“But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?” (John 5:39, 46-47). Jesus 

said that the “writings” were a testimony to the truth of God. The Gospels are a testimony to the 

truth as John writes, “This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: 

and we know that his testimony is true.” (John 21:24). The Gospels are eyewitness testimony to 

the events of Jesus, God does not change his ways. The Old Testament was an eye witness 

testimony to the events (see Psalm 19:7), so are the Gospels and the rest of the New Testament. 

 

Matthew the Tax Collector 

 

Matthew had quite a role to play in recording the events of Jesus life. Theide writes, “But who 

was St. Matthew? The oldest available tradition identifies him as Levi-Matthew, called upon by 

Jesus while he was sitting at his customs post near Capernaum (St. Matthew 9:9; St. Mark 2:14; 

St. Luke 5:27-28). He was much more than a mere ‘tax collector,’ He was a telones, which in 

Greek could be used to refer to an official who was in charge of a customs station. In his case, he 

was in charge of a major border crossing…Recent research has been able to establish that Levi-

Matthew was an influential customs official, perhaps even the leaseholder or tenant of the 

station, in accordance with the bureaucratic practice of the time…Matthew himself would have 

been, underlines the status and wealth of Levi-Matthew in a cameo describing the scene after his 

calling (5:29): ‘Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house’ (New International 

Version), or, in the refined, stately terminology preferred by the Revised English Bible: ‘Levi 

held a big reception in his house for Jesus.’ Such a man had to have both professional 

qualifications and financial resources. It goes without saying that he was fluent in Aramaic and 

Greek, and some scholars have suggested that shorthand writing was another of his skills…[one] 

British New Testament scholars whose research remained refreshingly untrammeled by trends 

and theological correctness, the late C. F. D. Moule of Cambridge University. The disciple 

Matthew may well have painted a kind of self portrait by quoting a particular saying of Jesus in 

chapter 13:51-52 of his Gospel (‘Well then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom 

of Heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom new things as well as old’). 

Moult suggests that this ‘scribe’ was not a ‘teacher of the law,’ as many translations have it, not a 

rabbinical scribe in other words. Instead, the Greek word grammateus here suggests the well-

trained writer. For, as Moule comments: ‘The writer of the gospel was himself a well-educated, 

literate scribe in this sense. But so must also have been that tax-collector who was called by 

Jesus to be a disciple. Is it not conceivable that the Lord really did say to that tax-collector 

Matthew: You have been a ‘writer’… you have had plenty to do with the commercial side of just 

the topics alluded to in the parables- farmers stock, fields, treasure troves, fishing revenues, now 
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that you have become a disciple, you can bring all this out again-but with a difference”’ 

(Eyewitness to Jesus, pp.16-18, emphasis added).  

 

Do we find evidence of shorthand writing the in the Gospel of Matthew? Theide continues, 

“Shorthand writings was a virtually compulsory skill for a trained scribe…Jewish and Christian 

Greek shorthand writing, in other words, was a normal, everyday element of the social world in 

which the New Testament came into being…Among the disciples of Jesus, Levi-Matthew, the 

former customs official at one of the most important land-and-sea borders in Galilee, would have 

had a working knowledge of tachygraphy. Naturally enough, scholars have suggested that he 

was quite capable of taking down the long Sermon on the Mount verbatim, much as Tertius 

would have been ready to take down St. Paul’s utterances.” (ibid, p.136, emphasis added). The 

Sermon on the Mount is one such example of shorthand. The “Holy names” is another such 

example. Basically Matthew’s Gospel was an eyewitness account of what Jesus said and did.  

 

In fact the whole New Testament was written by professional scribes employed by the Apostles, 

“Paul’s circle of friends was accustomed to notebooks with a Latin name, the membranae. Another 

widespread custom, common among Greeks and Romans, was also employed by Christian 

authors and their scribes: the system of using secretaries or amanuenses, trusted helpers who 

were well versed in literary techniques and scribal methods. Some of them are mentioned by 

name in the NT others have remained anonymous. In a broad sense, St. Luke refers to them at the 

beginning of his Gospel: ‘Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the 

events that have reached their fulfillment among us, as these were handed down to us by those 

who from the outset were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word ...’ (St. Luke 1:1-2). Note the 

importance St. Luke attributes to the eyewitnesses behind the written records (including those 

preceding his own); and the ‘ministers of the word” (ibid, p.134). These all did what Matthew 

did, write everything they heard and seen with their eyes and ears and committed it to writing.  

 

Dating of the New Testament 
  

As we have proved above, these events were eyewitness accounts of Jesus and the Apostles. 

These events took place in the first century A.D. Is there evidence of this? 

 

Theide makes the argument that the Gospels were written on “scrolls” not books. One fragment 

of Mark’s Gospel was found among the Dead Sea scrolls, and it was written on a scroll, not a 

book, a later Christian invention. It only makes sense, the Jews at the time wrote on scrolls. The 

fragment of Mark’s Gospel was dated at around 50 A.D. The codex or book form for the New 

Testament began around 62 A.D. and then eventually took over after 70 A.D. after the 

destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.  

 

Internal and external evidence of the New Testament and its manuscripts reveal that the whole 

New Testament was written before 70 A.D. John A.T. Robinson’s Redating of the New 

Testament after rigorous scholarship and study he being a liberal had to come to the conclusion 

that the NT was written before 70 A.D. Klaus Berger another NT scholar “improving on 

Robinson’s thesis, he argued for a date of A.D. 66 for John’s Gospel and of A.D. 68/69 for 

Revelation” (ibid, p.20).  
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The evidence confirms the true Canon of Scripture had already been set before 70 A.D.-in the 

lifetime of the Apostles. This fulfills the prophecy in Isaiah 8:16: “Bind up the testimony, seal 

the law among my disciples.” This Old Testament prophecy shows that Christ’s disciples would 

be responsible for rounding out the Canon-making it a complete unit. 

 

Bible itself reveals how it happened; When Paul wrote 2 Timothy, “his departure was at hand” 

(Chapter 4, verse 6) -Paul was ready to be martyred. Here is what he wrote: “Only Luke is with 

me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry…The cloke 

that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but 

ESPECIALLY THE PARCHMENTS”(2 Tim 4:11, 13). What were these parchments? Why 

were they so important? It seems quite obvious! These must have been THE BOOKS OF THE 

NEW TESTAMENT! 

 

Notice! There was Paul who wrote the fourteen epistles. There was Luke who wrote his gospel 

and the Acts. There was Mark who also wrote one of the gospels. Of the early writers, only 

Matthew was not there-and his gospel had been written some years before. Paul could now 

entrust these sacred books to the other disciples after his death. This was around the year of 67 

A.D. when Paul was martyred. But to whom did these books pass? 
 

Peter was responsible for gathering up all the New Testament books written by the other 

disciples. He was martyred just shortly after the Apostle Paul. “Knowing that shortly I must put 

off this my tabernacle [Peter was ready to die], even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.  

“Moreover I will endeavour that you may be able after my decease TO HAVE these things 

always in remembrance” (2 Peter 1:14, 15). He was to gather together the bulk of the New 

Testament Canon. He collected the writings of Paul and the other extant scriptures. Notice what 

Peter wrote: “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved 

brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  

“As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 

understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 

scriptures, unto their own destruction.” (2 Peter 3:15, 16). The New Testament was regarded as 

“scripture.” Peter had them in his possession! 

 

The Apostle Paul himself quoted Old and New Testaments and called it “scripture.” “For the 

scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is 

worthy of his reward.”(1 Tim 5:18).  The latter half of this “…sentence is found nowhere in the 

Bible except Matthew 10:10 and Luke 10:7; evidence that Matthew or Luke was then in 

existence, and regarded as ‘scripture’’’ (Halley’s Bible Handbook, pp.741-742, emphasis 

added). 

 

After the death of Peter who was the guardian of the canon?  

 

The Apostle John was the last direct eyewitness to the events of Jesus, and the one who 

preserved the New Testament canon. Living a good old age The Apostle John’s final words in 

Revelation reveals a clue for us showing that HE WAS RESPONSIBLE for gathering the final 

books of the New Testament Canon. 
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“For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 

shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  

“And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 

away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 

written in this book.” (Rev 22:18-19).  

 

With the writing and addition of The Revelation to the Canon an amazing sevenfold division of 

God’s Word occurred: Law, Prophets, Psalms, Gospels, Acts, Epistles, Revelation. Seven is 

God’s NUMBER OF Completion. 

 

When John wrote and under divine inspiration added this book of Revelation to the New 

Testament Canon-God’s book became complete. 

 

We have seen that the total Canon of Scripture was completed before 70.A.D, and the various 

books of the bible were written before 70 A.D. But what happened after this? 

 

The Preservation of the Bible takes Place 

 

During the first century of the Christian church, as believing Jews they continued like the non-

believing Jews preserving and copying the “lively oracles” of God accurately. Spreading them 

wide and far like their non-believing counterparts with the Old Testament. Like their non-

believing brethren if someone tampered with the text it would have triggered an outcry in the 

church who were zealous for the law (Acts 22:3). Also, the eyewitnesses were there to preserve 

the word. And, the Bible was so widespread that no one would get away with it without the 

Christian community knowing.  F.F. Peters writes, “[The] New Testament... [was] the most 

frequently copied and widely circulated books of antiquity” (The Harvest of Hellenism, p.50). It 

was impossible for one group to control the Bible. Not to mention the curses that Jesus said 

would happen to those that would try to add or subtract to the word of God. No one would dare 

to try and change it. Also at that time people saw the miracles done by the Apostles, and people, 

believer or not, fear them (see Acts 2:43; 5:1-16), so they knew not to tamper with the work of 

the church. 

 

Pamela Binnings Ewen sums up all of the above, “The copies are highly reliable. The copying of 

manuscripts in the first century was an important task, and it was performed by hand with great 

precision. Thousands of copies of the original manuscripts were made in the first century after 

Jesus death…Rules governing the integrity of the copy of manuscripts were strictly enforced and 

severe penalties were imposed for carelessness…A study of the textual variants in the existing 

New Testament manuscripts can be somewhat confusing because if one word is misspelled in 

three thousand different manuscripts, textual critics will count this as three thousand variants 

rather than one. After adjusting for that procedure however, it has been estimated that the 

degree of substantial purity of extant texts of the New Testament is 98 to 99 percent…Most of 

the scribes responsible for making copies of the Gospels were Jews with a background of great 

respect for religious teaching and writing. Strict rules governed the work of the scribes, 

whether the books were viewed as sacred Scripture or literary works. The four Gospels, 

however, are believed to have been treated as sacred books from the beginning. Established 

patterns required to be followed by Jewish scribes copying Old Testament Scriptures are 
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evident in the manuscripts that were copied for what is now known as the New Testament. For 

example, special abbreviations designating holy names are found in both New and Old 

Testament manuscripts. The New Testament papyri and manuscripts have been found to have 

been produced with extreme care by educated and professional scribes, many influenced by the 

methods of scholarship required for work in the scriptorium for the library at Alexandria in 

Egypt…It is also important to recognize that at the time that copies of the original manuscripts of 

the four Gospels began to be created and circulated in the first century, the great interest of the 

Christian communities in the accurate preservation of the original language provided a 

natural monitor for the work of the scribes…It was well known that copies of the original 

manuscripts, incorporating the public teachings, were being made and circulated…Inaccuracies 

in the manuscripts would have been subject to public criticism. Since no such contemporary 

criticism is of record, it can reasonably be assumed that the testimony in the manuscripts 

represented the consensus of the community” (Faith on Trial, pp. 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, emphasis 

added). 

 

As mentioned, The apostle Paul often dictated his thoughts to a male secretary, called a scribe, 

who would write them on a scroll that could be as long as 35 feet. Romans 16:22 reads: “I 

Tertius [Paul’s scribe for this book], who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.” Here Paul 

wanted to share his thoughts with a number of churches, and therefore he had to have copies 

made. 

 

People wishing to have copies of a letter or other documents made would take the original to a 

scriptorium. This equivalent of a modern day publishing house employed professional copyists 

called scribes. For serious matters however, such as the sacred thoughts of an apostle, “one 

single scribe would copy from an original manuscript word for word. He would repeat the 

process again and again, constantly comparing his work with the original manuscript to ensure 

that the copy was as accurate as humanly possible. After its completion, the copy would he 

carefully checked by a proofreader, perhaps even by the author himself. The original copy was 

called the autograph.” (Incredible Facts from you Amazing Bible, Marvin Hunt, p.23, emphasis 

added). This is how careful the New Testament Church was in accuracy and preservation. The 

church supervised the copying, transmission and distribution of the bible, they were “hands on” 

during the process and did not leave it up to any “scriptorium” to do it ensuring its accuracy. 

 

So the New Testament was preserved and distributed widely by the Apostles up till the time of 

John. The New Testament was then offered to the Jews, but the Jews rejected it. What did God, 

in His wise foreknowledge, do? He revealed His New Testament message to the Gentiles and 

especially the Greeks for a very great purpose. 

 

Greeks Preserve New Testament 

 

Notice Paul’s statement. The Jews ORIGINALLY had the advantage over the Greeks because 

the Jews received the oracles of God (Romans 3:1-4). NOW, however, declares Paul, “THERE 

IS NO DIFFERENCE between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 

that call upon Him” (Rom. 10:12). No difference? Why?  
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Continuing with verses 14 and 15: “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they 

hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent? ...”  

 

So the Greeks, too, received “the word of God.” God sent to them a special apostle Paul. Though 

he spoke to Gentiles in general wherever he went, Paul went almost exclusively to Greeks. He 

spoke to others only as they were found in the Greek-speaking world. Paul wrote to Greek-

speaking churches, not to Ethiopian-, Chinese-, German-, or Persian-speaking churches. There 

was a very special reason.  

 

Let us read further -- Romans 10:19-20: “But I say, ‘Did not Israel know?’ [That is, did not Israel 

recognize the New Testament message? But they refused it and were in part blinded spiritually.] 

First Moses saith, ‘I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish 

nation [the Greeks were indeed a foolish nation, filled with vanity of mind] I will anger you.’ But 

Esais is very bold, and saith, ‘I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto 

them that asked not after me.’’’  

 

Notice that Paul applied these prophecies to his day- the New Testament period. Why? Because 

the Jews refused the New Testament oracles which now were sent to the Greeks! The GREEKS 

ALONE of all peoples copied, generation after generation, the New Testament in the very 

language God inspired it to be written! No other people did it! Only the Greeks have accurately 

copied it in its original language.  

 

Today about 4500 examined Greek manuscripts “all confirm the integrity and purity of the New 

Testament text,” wrote Cobern in “The New Archeological Discoveries.” In 1935 a fragment of 

John’s Gospel in Greek, dating from the time of Emperor Trajan, 98-117 A.D., was discovered in 

Egypt. The fragment was part of a codex or book, indicating that the entire New Testament IN 

PROPER ORDER was circulating within a score of years following the death of the last apostle. 

This fragment confirms our present text. All these fragments and texts witness to the accuracy 

with which the New Testament has been preserved through fire and sword. OVER 95% OF ALL 

NEW TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS HAVE BEEN PRESERVED BY THE GREEKS. These 

were the manuscripts basically used in the King James Version.  

 

The Greek texts of the early Reformation printers are the source for the English translations 

including the renowned King James Version of 1611. The official Greek texts were preserved in 

various parts of Greece, PARTICULARLY IN MOUNT ATHOS where the bulk of New 

Testament manuscripts are still located. It is from these manuscripts from which the “Textus 

Receptus” or “Received Text” was taken. In 1516 Erasmus compiled, edited and printed this 

version that the Protestant Reformers knew to be the word of God. The King James came from 

this.  

 

Public Preservation 

 

God made sure that the text must be publicly available and preserved in the community which 

does the preserving, whether Jewish or Greek. In other words, anybody could have gone into the 

Greek world at any time and read the Biblical record. The Bible was not hidden away!  
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If some group had their own version of the Bible, if it were God’s revelation, then it was as it 

were hidden from the world until it was found today is against what God wants. God made this 

His policy: Whatever he has not chosen to reveal is His; but that which He has chosen to reveal 

“belongs to us and to our children forever” (Deut. 29:29)! 

 

So the Masoretic text of the Old Testament multiplied, copied, produced and available to the 

public is the accurate version of the Old Testament.  

 

The “Byzantine.” In the Western world the Protestant form of that text is called the Textus 

Receptus , which is essentially the same as the Byzantine, the Greeks as a people have within 

their national and religious body, produced a whole series of manuscripts that is available to the 

scholarly world. In the Greek community in general-with Mount Athos as a religious center, or 

Athens, or Constantinople. Mount Athos was the center of the multiplication of the text of the 

Greek world, the manuscripts being available publicly for all to see not hidden away. 

 

Are the Original Manuscripts still in Existence? 
  

Many have wondered if the original copies penned by the Apostles actually still exist. I believe 

that they do still exist. Remember, the scriptures were like our national treasures that we have 

today. Would the United States, or Britain risk losing the founding documents of their countries? 

Absolutely Not! What about the Bible, the very word of God? THE WORD OF GOD! Do we 

actually think that the Israelites and the Apostles would let the word of God be destroyed? 

Absolutely Not! Is there any evidence for this? I believe that there is! 

  

Many believe that before the Babylonian Invasion, Jeremiah hid the national treasures of Israel; 

the Ark of the Covenant which housed the Bible, and the tablets of the Ten Commandments. God 

was not going to allow the very throne of God to be taken (read what happened to the Philistines 

1 Samuel chapters 4-7). These treasures are stored away and preserved ready to be discovered 

once again. What we have today are the copies.  

  

What of the New Testament? Interesting that there are two or three places that address whether 

the originals survived into the second century. Tertullian, writing in c. 180 CE, said, “Come now, 

you who would indulge a better curiosity, if you would apply it to the business of your salvation, 

run over [to] the apostolic churches, in which the very thrones of the apostles are still pre-

eminent in their places, in which their own authentic writings are read, uttering the voice and 

representing the face of each of them severally” (De Praescriptione Haereticorum, Chapter 36).  

 

The key term here is authenticae (‘authentic’). Schaff has a note on this as follows: “This much 

disputed phrase may refer to the autographs or the Greek originals (rather than the Latin 

translations), or full unmutilated copies as opposed to the garbled ones of the heretics. The 

second sense is probably the correct one.” However, The Oxford Latin Dictionary offers this 

definition for the nominal cognate, authenticum: “An original document, autograph.” There is no 

other definition given. For the adjective, authenticus, which is used by Tertullian, OLD gives the 

meaning as “(of documents) Original.” So in the 2nd century these original documents were still 

in existence. Tertullian goes on to discuss each of these “authentic writings”  as being found in 

the very churches to which they were written. He mentions Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, 
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Ephesus, and Rome. He urges his reader to visit these sites to check out these authentic writings. 

Also in his day, “...it suggests that by his day carefully done copies of the originals were 

considered important for verifying what the apostles meant, and such copies had a strong 

connection to the churches to which they were originally written...by Tertullian’s day carefully 

done copies of the originals were apparently considered important for verifying what the New 

Testament authors wrote. There was an awareness of the variants and an appreciation for the 

original text. Even taking the worst case scenario, Tertullian’s statement tells us that some early 

Christians were concerned about having accurate copies and that the earliest ones still in 

existence were not quietly put on the shelf.” (Article, Did the Original New Testament 

Manuscripts still exist in the Second Century? by Daniel B. Wallace, emphasis added).  But what 

happened to them? “It must be remembered that until Constantine in the fourth century, the 

Christian community was persecuted because its religion was illegal (or more precisely, as a late 

religion it had unprotected status) in the eyes of the Romans authorities. Its books could not be 

legally circulated and were often confiscated and destroyed” (Price, The Original Bible, p.52, 

emphasis added). Do you think the Christian church would let that happen to the original sacred 

writings of the Apostles? 

  

Notice what Michelle R Brown, Curator of Illuminated Manuscripts in the British Library, 

London, says, “Some have remained in ancient monastic libraries Or cathedral treasuries since 

they were written; others have languished, concealed in desert Caves, sealed up in long 

forgotten rooms, or buried to await resurrection by archaeologists from the ground itself; [like 

the Dead Sea Scrolls] many have passed from hand to hand down the centuries and are now 

preserved in great public libraries, museums, and private collections” (In the Beginning Bibles 

before the Year 1000, p.5, emphasis added). I do believe the originals are hidden away waiting 

for the day to be discovered just like the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

 

New Testament Reliability  
 

Geisler writes, “The overwhelming evidence for the reliability of the New Testament 

manuscripts over other books from the ancient world is summarized in the following 

comparisons… The importance of the sheer number of manuscript copies cannot be overstated. 

As there are no known extant (currently existing) original manuscripts of the Bible. Fortunately, 

however, the abundance of manuscript copies makes it possible to reconstruct the original with 

virtually complete accuracy.” (Geisler, Norman L. and William E. Nix. A General Introduction 

to the Bible. Chicago: Moody Press, 1986, p. 386.)”:  

 

(Complete N.T.).  

Author/ Book New Testament Date Written-A.D. (30A.D.) 50-100(68A.D.)  

Earliest copies- c..50A.D. Thiede’s work (fragments) c.114 (fragments) c. 200 books c. 

250(most of N.T. c. 325)  

Time Gap-+20 yrs, 100 yrs, 150 yrs, 225 yrs.  
No. of Copies-5,366 % Accuracy-99+  

(From Geisler and Nix, General Introduction To The Bible, p.408; Theide’s addition from 

Theide’s Work Eyewitness to Jesus, emphasis added).  

 

The accuracy of the Bible is 99%, (see also Bruce Metzger, Chapters in the History of New Test 

Criticism says 99:5%).  
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There are errors in the bible, but those errors constitute LESS THAN 1% of the New Testament. 

And, most of these errors in the N.T are “copyist errors” (ibid, p.467). But none of these affect 

the message of the Bible. These are mostly spelling errors that are easily fix and again are only 

1% of the text. 

 

So definite is the evidence for the New Testament that no less a scholar than Sir Frederic 

Kenyon could write: “The interval then between the dates of original composition and the 

earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for 

any doubt that the Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were written has now 

been removed. Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament 

may be regarded as finally established.”(Bible and Archaeology, p.288, emphasis his and mine). 

 

Compared to Other ancient Documents? There seems to be no comparison between other ancient 

writings and the New Testament. 300 to 1400 years elapsed before copies are found of the 

original manuscripts. This is a long gap between the writing of those ancient classics and their 

existing copies! In contrast, copies of part of the New Testament can be traced as early as 50 

years and less from their originals, “Yet no classical scholar would listen to an argument that the 

authenticity of Herodotus or Thucydides is in doubt because the earliest MSS of their works 

which are of any use to us are over 1,300 years later than the originals.” (Josh McDowell, 

Evidence That Demands a Verdict, rev ed. (San Bernardino, Calif.: Here's Life,1979), p. 42, 

emphasis added). Why is the New Testament? 

 

Author When Written Earliest Copy Time Span No. of Copies 

Caesar 100-44 BC 900 AD 1,000 yrs. 10 

Livy 59 BC - AD     20 

Plato (Tetralogies) 427-347 BC 900 AD 1,200 yrs. 7 

Tacitus (Annals) 100 AD 1,100 AD 1,000 yrs. 20 

 also minor works 100 AD 1,000 AD 900 yrs. 1 

Pliny the Younger (History)  61-113 AD 850 AD 750 yrs. 7 

Thucydides 
(History)  

460-400 BC 900 AD 1,300 yrs. 8 

Suetonius 
(De Vita Caesarum)  

75-160 AD 950 AD 800 yrs. 8 

Herodotus 
(History)  

480-425 BC 900 AD 1,300 yrs. 8 

Horace     900 yrs.   

Sophocles 430-406 BC 1,000 AD 1,400 yrs. 100 

Lucretius Died 55 or 53 BC   1,100 yrs. 2 

Catullus 54 BC 1,550 AD 1,600 yrs. 3 

Euripedes 480-406 BC 1,100 AD 1,500 yrs. 9 

Demosthenes 383-322 BC 1,100 AD 1,300 yrs. 200* 

Aristotle 384-322 BC 1,100 AD 1,400 yrs. 5** 

Aristophanes 450-385 BC 900 AD 1,200 yrs. 10 

*All from one copy. **Of any one work. 

Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, rev ed. , p. 42. 



P a g e  | 16 

 

Archaeology Proves the Bible 
 

Is there evidence in Archaeology that corroborates the Bible? Jesus said that if people were to 

hold their peace and not prove the Bible by preaching, “the stones would immediately cry out.” 

(Luke 19:40). Many tried to muzzle the church of God, and have because of the so-called Higher 

criticism of the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries. And since that time the “stones” are crying out! 

Archaeology has proved the Bible true! 

 

Many true and great discoveries have been made in this end time. In the 1980’s and 90’s  

The true site of MT Sinai has been discovered. This site in Northwest Arabia the place where the 

Bible says it is (Galatians 4:25), in the Old Testament call Midian is where many have gone and 

found the mountain called Jabal Al-Lawz. There the mountain with the two peaks, one called 

“Horeb,” the other called “Sinai,” is there with the peak of the mountain burnt to a crisp. Why? 

Why is the top of the mountain burnt and charred? “And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, 

because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 

furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.  

“And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, 

and God answered him by a voice.  

“And the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the LORD called 

Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up.” (Ex 19:18-20).  

 

Jabal Al-Lawz the real MT. Sinai. Top of the mount charred and burnt. 
 

Just this site alone can take up a whole booklet of all of its discoveries. The altar of the golden 

calf. Moses altar he made at the base of the mountain to offer sacrifices. The pillars of the twelve 

tribes. The red sea crossing, and the cave of Elijah have all been discovered at this site. Notice 

the photographs below: 
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Altar of Golden Calf Inscriptions & Images on altar 12 springs of Elim 

 

   

Israelite inscriptions Israelites inscriptions Pillars at Mt Sinai 

 

   
Rock at Horeb Chariot wheels in Red Sea Moses altar at Sinai 

 

  
True Red Sea Crossing Site True route of the Exodus 
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Jabal Al-Lawz Two Peaks Horeb and Sinai. Sinai burnt because God dwelt there. 

 

 
Lay out of Sinai according to Discoveries. 

 

Other Discoveries Made 

 

Many discoveries have been made to confirm the Biblical accounts.  

 

Joseph the son of Israel/Jacob. Sold into Egypt as a slave then became vizier of Egypt. Is there 

evidence for this? David Rohl an English Egyptologist in his book Test of Time makes the 
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Excavators found fragments of a colossal statue depicting an Asiatic 

dignitary. The likeness was of a seated official 1 times life size. It was 

made of limestone and exhibited excellent workmanship. The skin 

was yellow, the traditional color of Asiatics in Egyptian art. It had a 

mushroom-shaped hairstyle, painted red, typical of that shown in 

Egyptian artwork for Asiatics. A throwstick, the Egyptian hieroglyph 

for a foreigner, was held against the right shoulder. The statue had 

been intentionally smashed and defaced (Bietak 1996: 20-21). 

 

case for the tomb found in Avaris as the tomb of Joseph. In front of that tomb the statue was 

found. This vizier of Egypt was a foreigner with a coat of many colors and an Asiatic. In can 

only be Joseph.  

 

But what about the RECORD OF a FAMINE for 7 long years? “My heart is in great anxiety,” 

said King Zoser of so-called Dynasty III, “for in my time the Nile has not overflowed for a 

period of seven years. There is scarcely any produce-of the field; herbage fails; eatables are 

wanting. Every man robs his neighbor ... The children cry, the young people creep along . . . The 

people of the courts are at their wits’ end. The store-houses were built, but ... all that was in them 

has been consumed,” he laments (from Barton's Archaeology and the Bible, pp. 370, 371.) 

Compare this with Genesis 41:29-32 and 47: 13-27.  

 

Near Lake Moeris the King had a great “Labyrinth” built. It was an immense structure spreading 

over many acres. It served as general headquarters for the government and as a center of 

administration for the distribution of government provisions-the 20% that was collected during 

the years of plenty to be used in the years of famine. The Pharaoh greatly enlarged the capacity 

of Lake Moeris in the Fayum. To the lake he caused a new canal to be made. This canal is called 

the Bahr Yusuf by THE EGYPTIANS to this day. The meaning of Bahr Yusuf is “The CANAL 

OF JOSEPH”-of course it is, for Joseph supervised the construction of it for this king! 

 

The Flood of Noah 

 

If Noah and his family escaped the flood’s destructive forces, it is not demanding too much if we 

seek for CONFIRMATION AMONG ALL NATIONS that the flood preceded the founding of 

present nations. 

 

What is the HISTORY of testimony-testimony which men have dug up, translated, printed and 

circulated for public consumption? 

 

George Smith, of the British Museum, found (1872), in tablets from the Library of Assurbanipal 

at Nineveh, accounts of the Flood curiously parallel to the Bible account, which had been copied 

from tablets dating back to the First Dynasty of Ur, a period about midway between the Flood 

and Abraham. Later, many of these ancient tablets were found. In these tablets these expressions 

repeatedly appear: “The Flood,” “the age before the Flood,” “inscriptions of the time before the 

Flood.” (Halley’s Bible Handbook, p.75).  
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There is a universal tradition of the flood of Noah.  

Egyptians had a legend that the gods at one time purified the earth by a great Flood, from which 

only a few shepherds escaped. 

Greek tradition: Deucalion, warned that the gods were going to bring a flood upon the earth, for 

its great wickedness, built an ark, which rested on Mt. Parnassus. A dove was sent out twice. 

Hindu tradition: Manu, warned, built a ship, in which he alone escaped from a Deluge which 

destroyed all creatures. 

Chinese tradition: Fa-He, founder of Chinese civilization, is represented as having escaped from 

a Flood sent because man had rebelled against heaven, and his wife, 3 sons and 3 daughters. 

England: Druids had a legend that the world had been re-peopled from a righteous patriarch who 

had been saved in a strong ship from a Flood sent to destroy man for his wickedness. 

Polynesians have stories of a Flood from which 8 escaped. 

Mexicans: One man, his wife and children, were saved in a ship from a Flood which 

overwhelmed the earth. 

Peruvians: One man and one woman were saved in a box that floated on the flood waters. 

American Indians: Various legends, in which 1, 3 or 8 persons were saved in a Boat above the 

waters on a high mountain. 

Greenland: The earth once tilted over, and all men were drowned, except one man and one 

woman, who re-peopled the earth. (See International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.) 

Halley’s says, “Babylonians, Assyrians, Egyptians, Persians, Hindus, Greeks, Chinese, 

Phrygians, Fiji Islanders, Esquimaux, Aboriginal Americans, Indians, Brazilians, Peruvians, and 

indeed every branch of the whole human race, Semitic, Aryan, Turanian-have traditions of a 

Great Deluge that destroyed all mankind, except one family, and which impressed itself indelibly 

on the memory of the ancestors of all these races before they separated. ‘All these myths are 

intelligible only on the supposition that some such event did actually occur. Such a universal 

belief, not springing from some instinctive principle of our nature, must be based on an 

Historical Fact.’’’ (ibid, p.75, 76, emphasis added).  Think for a moment-if the flood had not 

occurred, would all human families have preserved these records of the flood? Certainly all 

people would not have been deceived into believing the flood had happened if it had not 

happened! 

 

What of Geology? 

 

It’s interesting that the Apostle Peter writes, “For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the 

word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:  
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“Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:” (2 Peter 3:5-6). They 

want to stay ignorant of the truth no matter how much proof there is that the Bible is true! 

 

Is there scientific proof of the flood? 

 

“Along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of America, as well as the coasts of Europe, and the other 

continents, are step-like terraces, or rather OLD SHORE LINES. These are remarkably constant 

and often are equally spaced on both sides of the Atlantic, showing the same water must have 

caused both.” (From How Did the World Begin? By George McCready Price, P: 70.). 

 

Archaeologists have uncovered many PREFLOOD CITIES. Among these are Eridu, Obeid, 

Erich, Ur, Kish, and Fara. Their pottery, copper vessels, paintings, and architectural 

accomplishments indicate an “astonishingly advanced civilization.” 

 

The flood deposit at Ur was “…a great bed of solid water-laid clay 8 feet thick without 

admixture of human relic, with yet the ruins of another city buried beneath it ... The civilization 

underneath the flood layer was so different from that above that it indicated a sudden and terrific 

break in the continuity of history.” (From Ur of the Chaldees, by Dr. C. L. Woolley.) 

 

At Nineveh also “In ‘Annals of Archaeology, and Anthropology,’ Vol. XX, pages 134-35, PI 73, 

M. E. L. Mallowan director of the Brush Museum Excavations at Nineveh (1932-33), describing 

the sinking of a pit in the Great Mound, through 90 feet from the top to virgin soil, states that 70 

feet of the 90 represented five pre-historic strata of the occupation, and that about half-way 

down, between the 2nd and third strata from the bottom, there was a stratum some 8 feet thick 

consisting of alternate layers of viscous mud and riverine sand with 13distinct rises in level, 

which in his opinion, indicated a series of severe pluvial seasons, There was a distinct difference 

between the pottery under the wet layer, and that above it. 

 

“The fact of a vast flood covering the whole area of early civilization is established by the 8 foot 

layer of silt which cuts through the ‘culture levels’ of all the Euphrates Valley sites.” (Halley 

Bible Handbook, p.80). 

 

Other Biblical Patriarchs 

 

Did Abraham and his ancestors really live-or are their lives fables? What PROOF have we that 

Abraham's ancestors-TERAH AND NAHOR, HARAN, SERUG, REU AND PELEG-WERE 

ACTUALLY HISTORICAL FIGURES? You will find them named in Genesis 11. 

 

During the years 1934 to 1939 EXCAVATIONS were methodically conducted at ancient Mari 

on the southwestern bank of the Euphrates River near ancient Mesopotamia (present day Iraq). 

What do you suppose they found? ANCIENT TOWNS and cities IN MESOPOTAMIA were 

NAMED AFTER EVERY ONE OF the PATRIARCHS! 
 

Recently unearthed records of 3,000 years ago speak of the “city of Nahor” (named after the Old 

Testament patriarch Nahor) mentioned in Genesis 24:10. It was located near the city of Haran 

which still exists to this very day! 
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Who said those men were legendary? “Beside the definite location of the patriarchal CITIES OF 

HARAN and NAHOR in northwestern Mesopotamia, hardly less clear indications of Hebrew 

residence in this region appears in the names of Abraham's forefathers, which correspond to the 

names of TOWNS near Haran: SERUG (Assyrian Sarugi) , TERAH (Til Turakhi, ‘Mound of 

Terah,’ in Assyrian times) ... REU also corresponds to later names of towns in the Middle-

Euphrates valley. PELEG, for example, recalls later Paliga on the Euphrates just above the 

mouth of the Habur.” (from Unger’s Archeology and the Old Testament.). 

 

 

Picture taken by Colonel James Irwin in 

1986. This object protruding out of the ice 

over the Ahora Gorge where other sightings 

have been reported of the landing place of 

Noah’s ark. Is this the Ark? More tests and 

expeditions have to be done to confirm it. 

 

 

King David 

 

Nearly all SKEPTICS HAVE DOUBTED portions of the story of DAVID’S RISE TO FAME 

under the Benjamite King Saul. What proof  have we? 

 

From the TABLETS FOUND AT MARl, we read these clear words: “The year in which 

Iahdulim went to Hen and laid hands upon the territory of the Benjamites,” and “The year that 

Zimri-Lim killed the DAVIDUM OF THE BENJAMITES.” 

 

Here are Benjamites mentioned and their generals are called “Dividum” or Davids! Of course, 

just as the world’s “great” Roman Caesars gave their name to the Kaisers of Germany and the 

Czars of Russia, so David’s fame spread so far and wide that GENTILES CALLED THE 

OFFICERS AND GENERALS OF ISRAEL “DAVIDS”-men like David! And Benjamin’s fame 

spread so far that for a time that tribe gave its name to all of Israel as Ephraim and Judah later 

did. 
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How do the critics of the Bible get around this plain record of History in David’s day? By saying 

that the Benjamites were in Palestine southwest of the Euphrates before Benjamin was even 

born-and 750 years before David lived there were leading generals who bore the title of “David.” 

But their misinterpretation of history will not stand, for the records of those times contain 

statements that “Yahweh is God.” God revealed Himself by the name “Yahweh” or “The 

Eternal” or “Lord” at the time of the Exodus (Exodus 6:3). The Gentiles could have known of 

God’s name only through contact with Israel, and at a time when Israel was expanding to the 

Euphrates River toward Mari! And when was that?-in the days of Saul and David! (See 2 Samuel 

8:9-10 and 1 Kings 4:21). 

 

More Proof 

 

The Armarna Letters were another remarkable find. These were a series of clay tablets written in 

cuneiform found in 1887. These letters reveals the political world of the day. This exchange took 

place between the Hittites and the Pharaohs in Egypt. One of the topics was the uncontrollable 

situation in Canaan. The main problem was the “Habiru.” “Or in Sumerian LOGOGRAM-form 

‘SAGAZ’ (Isaac)” (Test of Time Rohl, p.200, emphasis his).  Rohl writes, “Egyptologists have 

long recognized that the appellation Habiru is the equivalent of the term Apiru found in Egyptian 

texts dating from the Middle and New Kingdoms whilst a number of biblical authorities have 

concluded that the designation Habiru/Apiru is also one and the same as the biblical term Ibrim 

(the plural of Ibri=Hebrew which stems from the eponymous ancestor Eber).” (ibid, p.200, 

emphasis added). 

 

These bands of Hebrews, “…has been noted by a number of Old Testament scholars that the life-

style of the Amarna Habiru closely parallels that of the mixed band of Hebrews led by the rebel 

Israelite commander, David” (ibid, p.201, emphasis added).  

 

Notice what these eminent Biblical historians say: Moshe Greenberg in his seminal work on the 

Habiru: “In biblical traditions there are repeated examples of the sort of phenomena associated 

with the Amarna GAZ (Habiru). The clearest example is that of David. He lost status in the 

Israelite community by flight caused by the enmity of the king. ... There gathered around him 

other refugees motivated by economic as well as other concerns. All were similarly without legal 

protection, and had to maintain themselves by forming a band under the leadership of David.” 

 

George Mendenhall on the Amarna Habiru: The most striking parallels by far are found in 

thc story of David’s outlawry.... [David’s gang] roamed the countryside seeking the favour and 

protection of cities (Keilah; wealthy individuals (Nahal), and kings (?Nahash of Ammon, cf. 

2Samuel 10:2). Finally David offers the services of his band (600 men - a veritable army!) to 

Achish, king of Gath. Achish assigns them quarters (‘gives them’ in biblical and el-Amarna 

usage) Ziklag. The town becomes the military base of their marauding operations.” 

 

And finally Kyle McCarter on the historical David: “In short, David became an ‘apiru’ 

(Habiru) chief. Like the ‘apiru’ known from the Amarna Age. David and his men mere 

soldiers of fortune, who lived by hiring themselves out its mercenaries or subsisted on plunder.”  

(ibid, pp.201, 202, emphasis his).  David Rohl with the New Chronology which he discovered is 

about 300 years to long, when adjusted found that these “Hebrew” are David’s band of 
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mercenaries, and the Biblical stories are historical. Rohl concludes, “Here, then, is a quite 

extraordinary situation. Biblical scholars have come to the conclusion that the Hebrews under 

David are an exact (but later) reflection of the historical Amarna Habiru. The problem is that in 

the conventional chronology David and his band of Hebrews were marauding across Palestine in 

the last decade of the eleventh century whilst the Habiru of the Amarna age were doing their 

marauding in the fourteenth century BC. Mendenhall, Greenberg and McCarter had only the 

conventional chronology as their frame of reference. If the New Chronology had been available 

to them, they may well have come to a quite different conclusion: the Amarna Habiru do not 

simply bear a striking resemblance to David's Hebrews – THEY ARE DAVID’S HEBREWS!” 

(ibid, p.202, emphasis added).  

 

Rohl has also concluded that the “Labayu” “Lion of Yahweh” in the letters is King Saul. “Saul 

and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided: 

they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.” (2 Sam 1:23). 

 

Then there is the “beloved of Yahweh” in these letters, spelled “Dadua.”  Rohl writes, “We now 

come to the most crucial of all the identifications. Next of the three witnesses is Dadua. I believe 

it is possible to demonstrate that this Amarna eponym is the authentic name of Israel’s dynastic 

founder - David. 

 

“In its earliest Hebrew form the name David (late Heb. Dawid) is written Dwd [cf. 1Samuel 

16:13] and perhaps vocalized as Dud or Dad. The Septuagint renders the name as Dad [cf. 1 

Kings 2:33 (Alexandrinus copy) and Ecclesiasticus 47:1]. As Kenneth Kitchen notes, this name 

appears in the Middle Kingdom in Egypt as Twtw (probably pronounced Dadu). Like many other 

ancient names, Dadu is a hypocoristicon with the meaning ‘beloved [of deity N]’ or ‘favorite [of 

deity N]’. The great biblical scholar Marin Noth has suggested that in King David’s case we 

should understand the full name as ‘beloved of Yahweh’ that is Dudiyah or Dadiyah or Daduyah. 

Other scholars have recognized that the Hebrew name Dad/Dud is the exact equivalent of 

Akkadian Dadu as found in names such as Dadiya, Daduilu, Dadusha and Dudanu. 

“I am sure you have already got the drift. Dadua…is none other than Dad/Dadu - the biblical 

David” (ibid, p.229, emphasis added).  

 

 

The fragmentary Tel Dan stela, containing 

the Tel Dan inscription (or “House of 

David” inscription highlighted in white) 

provided historical evidence of King David 

from the Bible. The Aramean king who 

erected the stela in the mid-eighth century 

B.C. claims to have defeated the “king of 

Israel” and the “king of the House of 

David.” (Biblical Archaeology Society Staff 

10/22/2013). 
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The famous Megiddo ivory displaying the Throne Room of Solomon 

 

What of King Solomon? 

 

“The most famous Megiddo ivory is the remarkable panel depicting palace life in LBA Palestine. 

There are a number of intriguing elements, but first let me describe the overall scene. To the 

right the king arrives in his chariot, driving before him SHASU captives: in the centre is an 

intimate cameo of the same ruler, seated upon his throne with his queen and lyre player standing 

before him: to the left, behind the king, two courtiers attend to the royal couples needs. Now let 

us pick out what might be interpreted as Egyptian elements in the scene. First, above the chariot 

horses is it winged sun-disk; second, the queen offers a lotus flower to her husband: and third the 

king is seated upon a throne, the sides of which guarded by winged sphinxes [i.e. human-headed 

lions]. Surrounding the monarch we see three doves - a well known motif of peace; Solomon 

married an Egyptian princess; he had ‘a great ivory throne’ made for him which was protec ted 

by ‘lions’ on either side [1 Kings 10:18-20]; his traditional name means ‘peaceful’. Could we 

have here a representation of King Solomon and his Egyptian queen?” (ibid, 178, emphasis 

added). Who else could it be? Solomon was real figure and his kingdom was real. In our book 

USA and British in Prophecy we prove through history that the Golden Age of Solomon and the 

Golden Age of Phoenicia with its many colonies is one and the same thing. The Great 

Phoenician Empire is the Empire of Solomon.  

 

New Testament 

 

In the time of the Apostles, especially Luke the great historian who notes many historical figures 

and events that took place, are they verifiable? What have the archeologists discovered?  

 

First, because of archaeology and its discoveries, many have concluded that, “Luke is a historian 

of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy... this author should be placed 

along with the very greatest of historians.” (Ramsay, W.M. The Bearing of Recent Discovery on 

the trustworthiness of the Bible, p.222). As McDowell says about Luke, “In all matters of 

external fact the author of Acts is seen to have been minutely careful and accurate as only a 

contemporary can be.” (Evidence That Demands a Verdict, vol. 1, p.71).  

 

The census during the time of Jesus’ birth was thought to be an historical error. Many felt that 

there was no census, that Quirinius was not governor of Syria at that time and that everyone did 

not have to return to his ancestral home. “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 

decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  
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“(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  

“And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.”  (Luke 2:1-3). 

 

Archaeologists have made great progress in discovering how and when a Roman census was 

taken. Ancient papyrus census decrees have been found for the years 20, 34, 48, 62 and 104. 

These show they normally took place every 14 years, although local counts at times were taken 

more frequently. 

 

A papyrus in the British Museum describes a census similar to Luke’s account, taken in 104, in 

which people were ordered to return to their birthplaces. It reads: “Gaius Vibius Mazimus, 

Prefect of Egypt: Seeing that the time has come for the house to house census, it is necessary to 

compel all those who for any cause whatsoever are residing out of their provinces to return to 

their own homes, that they may both carry out the regular order of the census and may also 

attend diligently to the cultivation of their allotments” (Frederick G. Kenyon, Greek Papyri in the 

British Museum, 1907, plate 30). 

 

For many years some scholars had doubted the Bible’s accuracy since they thought Luke had 

erroneously referred to another Quirinius who ruled a decade after Christ’s birth. But now the 

biblical account has been confirmed by further evidence. 

 

Researcher Randall Price writes: “Some recent archaeological evidence has provided new 

insights into the time and place of the birth of Jesus. The Gospel of Luke gives the time of birth 

with a specific reference to a census decreed by Quirinius, the governor of Syria (Luke 

2:2).While inscriptional evidence reveals that there was more than one ruler with this name, a 

Quirinius within the time frame of Jesus’ birth has been found on a coin placing him as 

proconsul of Syria and Cilicia from 11 B.C. until after 4 B.C.” (The Stones Cry Out, 1997, p. 

299). 

 

Jesus began his ministry at 30 years of age, (Luke 3:23). Archaeologists generally date the start 

of Christ’s ministry to the year A.D. 27. “The beginning of Jesus’ public ministry,” writes 

archaeology professor John McRay, “is dated by synchronisms [chronological arrangements of 

events and people] in the Gospel of Luke (3:1-2). A date of A.D. 27seems likely . . . The dates 

mentioned by Luke are rather well established . . .” (Archaeology and the New Testament, 1997, 

p. 160).   

 

During that time one historical reference from Luke is that of Lysanias the Tetrarch of Abilene 

(Luke 3:1) at the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry in 27 A.D. The only Lysanias known 

to ancient historians was one who was killed in 36 B.C. However, an inscription found near 

Damascus speaks of “Freedman of Lysanias the Tetrarch” and is dated between 14 and 29 A.D. 

(McDowell, Evidence, vol.1,  p.72).  

 

During the last century archaeological excavations have confirmed the New Testament 

description of Nazareth as a small, insignificant village. So insignificant that Josephus gives the 

names of forty-five towns and villages in Galilee, but “Nazareth” is not among them. The 

Talmud names sixty-three towns and villages. Again, the name of Nazareth does not appear. The 
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Gospels record that one of the disciples, Nathanael of nearby Cana, quipped, “Can anything good 

come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46).  

 

In 1962, during Michael Avi-Yonah's excavations at Caesarea, the last two fragments of a three 

fragment inscription were found. It is known as the Nazareth inscription since it is the first 

known inscription citing the name “Nazareth.” Inscribed on the marble slab is a list of the 24 

priestly courses (1 Chronicles 25:7-18) with their surnames and the names of the Galilean towns 

or villages to which they had moved following the Roman destruction of Herod’s Temple in 

A.D. 70. It provides incontestable evidence of the existence of the town of Nazareth in the first 

century A.D…. Excavations at modern-day Nazareth show that it had been inhabited long before 

Roman times, but was, as we indicated earlier, an insignificant and very small village.” (He 

Walked Among Us, McDowell, p.216).  

 

Herod the Great 

 

What of King Herod that we read of in Matthew chapter 2? An early coin, issued under Herod 

and showing palm branches bowing to a star atop a Macedonian helmet, illustrates his obsession 

that no one else usurps his throne. (Matthew 2:3). Professor Fleming explains that the coin was 

issued in 40 B.C., the same year Herod received the title of “King” during his visit to Rome. That 

very year, the birth of a Messiah was expected in Rome according to the Fourth Eclogue of 

Virgil. Herod, therefore, upon his return, married Mariamne “…so as to become partaker in the 

blessing of the star of the Hasmoneans which was, like the star of the Macedonians, the symbol 

for messianic rulers born under a Jupiter/Saturn conjunction. He sent his sons to Rome to study 

in the house of Pollio, the family to which the coming of the messiah had been prophesied by 

Virgil. Herod did everything to become recipient of the messianic prophecy he had heard. The 

Macedonian helmet and Macedonian/Hasmonean star on his coin from the year 40 B.C. make it 

clear that his messianic aspirations go back to the very beginning of his career.” 

 

“Josephus, in books 17 and 18 of his Antiquities, details how troubled all Jerusalem became as 

Herod neared the end of his life and had three of his own sons slain out of suspicion that they 

sought to usurp his kingdom. Matthew therefore accurately reflects the troubled state of 

Jerusalem's inhabitants at any report of a possible usurper of Herod's throne .” (ibid, p.215, 

emphasis added). 

 

Pontus Pilate 

 

“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judaea,” (Luke 3:1).  Until 1961 the only historical references to Pontius Pilate were secondary. 

That is, they referred to Pontius Pilate, it was thought, only because the gospels referred to him. 

Then two Italian archaeologists excavated the Mediterranean port city of Caesarea that served as 

the Roman capital of Palestine. During the dig they uncovered a two-by-three-foot inscription in 

Latin. Antonio Frova was able to reconstruct the inscription. To his surprise it read: “Pontius 

Pilate, Prefect of Judea, has presented the Tiberium to the Caesareans.” This was the first 

archaeological discovery of a historical reference to the existence of Pilate. 
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The Temple 

 

Luke’s accuracy is attested by another discovery associated with the Temple. In Acts 21 he 

speaks of Paul going through the Temple purification process. When some Jews from Asia saw 

him there, they descended on him seeking to kill him and shouting out, “This is the man who 

preaches to all men everywhere against our people, and the Law, and this place; and besides he 

has even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” (v.28). they had 

previously seen Paul with a Gentile, Trophimus, and “supposed that Paul had brought him into 

the temple.” Speaking of the Jewish law prohibiting Gentiles from entering the inner courts of 

the Temple, Bruce relates the following discovery: “That none might plead ignorance of the rule; 

notices in Greek and Latin were fastened to the barricade separating the outer from the inner 

courts, warning Gentiles that death was the penalty for trespass. One of these Greek inscriptions, 

found at Jerusalem in 1871 bv C. S. Clermont-Ganneau, is now housed in Istanbul and read as 

follows: ‘NO FOREIGNER MAY ENTER WITHIN THE BARRICADE WHICH 

SURROUNDS THE TEMPLE AND ENCLOSURE. ANYONE WHO IS CAUGHT DOING SO 

WILL HAVE HIMSELF TO THANK FOR HIS ENSUING DEATH.’’’(ibid, p.221-222).  

 

  

 
(Right)This inscribed stone was found at the southwest corner of the Temple translated as “To [or for] the place of trumpeting 

to....” It was discovered during B. Mazar's excavations at the base of the Herodian wall at the southwest corner of the Temple 

Mount. 
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Ossuaries 

 

Ossuary is a chest, box, building, or site made to serve as the final resting place of human 

skeletal remains. Many of these bone boxes and tombs have been found. Several significant finds 

have been made.  

 

Caiaphas is the high priest Caiaphas. Caiaphas, who served as tile leader of the Sanhedrin from 

A.D. 18-36, is known in the Gospel accounts as the one who prophesied that Jesus would die for 

the nation, set in motion the plan to kill Him (John 11:49-53, 18:14), and then presided over the 

late-night trial at which Jesus confessed Himself to be the Messiah and was subsequently 

condemned (Matthew 26:57-68). 

 

  
 

Now they have discovered the actual remains of the high priest in his ossuary within his family 

tomb. The find occurred by accident in November of 1990 when workers were building a water 

park in Jerusalem’s Peace Forest, which is south of the Temple Mount.  

 

The discovery was made when the roof of the burial chamber collapsed and revealed 12 

limestone ossuaries. One of the ossuaries was exquisitely ornate and decorated with incised 

rosettes. Obviously it had belonged to a wealthy or high-ranking patron who could afford such a 

box. On this box was an inscription. It read in two places Qafa and Yehosef bar Qayafa 

(“Caiaphas” and “Joseph, son of Caiaphas”). The New Testament refers to him only as Caiaphas, 

but Josephus gives his full name as “Joseph who was called Caiaphas of the high priesthood. 

Inside were bones of six different people, including a 60-year-old man (most likely Caiaphas).” 

(quotes from Randall Price the Stones Cry Out, p.305).  

 

Christians Ossuaries 

 

The most significant yet never talked about ossuaries are the ones that were found in Jerusalem 

that have the names of the disciples of Jesus. The reason why these are never talked about is 

because the Apostle Peters’ ossuary is there and the Catholic Church believes that Peter died in 

Rome and was the first Pope. Because of this belief this find has been suppressed by the church 

and they even admit that they are keeping it under wraps.  
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The first century catacomb, uncovered by archaeologist P. Bagatti on the Mount of Olives, 

contains inscriptions clearly indicating its use, “by the very first Christians in Jerusalem.” 

 

 

 
 

A Franciscan monastery site called, “Dominus Flevit” (where Jesus was supposed to have wept 

over [pg. 4] Jerusalem), on the Mount of Olives. The excavation produced the names of Christian 

Biblical characters were found on the ossuaries (bone boxes). The names of Mary and Martha 

were found on one box and right next to it was one with the name of Lazarus, their brother. 

Other names of early Christians were found on other boxes. Of greatest interest, however, was 

that which was found within twelve feet from the place where the remains of Mary, Martha and 

Lazarus were found—the remains of St. Peter. They were found in an ossuary, on the outside of 

which was clearly and beautifully written in Aramaic, “Simon Bar Jona.” 
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Now it would be very improbable that a name with three words, and one so complete, could refer 

to any other than St. Peter. The possibility of error more remote is that the remains were found in 

a Christian burial ground, and more yet, of the first century, the very time in which Peter lived. 

In fact, the writing style that it was written just dates just before the destruction of Jerusalem by 

Titus in 70 A.D. Bagatti found many ossuaries containing the following names inscribed on their 

sides, together with the sign of the cross or the name of Jesus: Jonathan, Joseph, Jarius, Judah, 

Matthias, Menahem, Salome, Simon, and Zechariah. Many of these names appear in the New 

Testament records of the Early Church at Jerusalem. One ossuary contained the Greek 

inscription “Iota, Chi and Beta,” which read “Jesus Christ, the Redeemer.”  

Without question, the most fascinating ossuary was the one inscribed with crosses and the name 

“Shappira.” This is a unique name which has not been found in contemporary Jewish literature 

outside the New Testament passage of Acts 5: 1. Luke recorded the death of this woman and her 

husband when they lied to God and the Church (Acts 5:1, 5-10). “But a certain man named 

Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. . . .”  

Over a century ago a French Christian archaeologist, Charles Claremont- Gannueau, wrote a 

little-known report, dated November 13, 1873, from Jerusalem to the Palestine Exploration Fund. 

In this report he told of his monumental discovery, in a sepulchral cave near Bethany, of a group 

of Jewish ossuaries (stone coffins) from the first century of the Christian era. To his great 

surprise, Claremont-Gannueau found that these ancient Jewish stone coffins contained the names 

of numerous individuals mentioned in the New Testament as members of the Jerusalem Church. 

Despite its importance, this report was not published in the newspapers of the day. As a result, it 

was virtually lost to history. 

The 1874 report, published by the Palestine Exploration Fund, included his translation of several 

of these inscriptions, which indicated that he had discovered the tombs of Mary, Martha, and 

Lazarus, as well as numerous other Christians from the first- century church. A Christian 

newspaper from Israel, the Jerusalem Christian Review, has carried several fascinating articles in 

the last few years about the wonderful archaeological discoveries that confirm the historical 

accuracy of the Gospel account.  

In the spring of 1873, Effendi Abu Saud, while constructing his house on the eastern slopes of 

the Mount of Olives near the road to ancient Bethany, accidentally discovered a cave that proved 

to be an ancient burial catacomb. Inside, he found 30 ancient stone coffins. Professor Charles 

Claremont- Gannueau examined the ossuaries in this ancient family sepulchral cave carved out 

of limestone rock. The Jews in the first century buried their dead either in the ground or in a 

tomb. Several years later they would clean the bones of the skeleton and re-bury these bones in a 

small limestone ossuary, often 45 inches long, 20 inches wide, and 25 inches high. The lids of 

these ossuaries are triangular, semi-circular, or rectangular. Inscriptions containing the name and 

identification of the deceased were painted or engraved on the sides or on the lids of the 

ossuaries, in Hebrew or Greek. Claremont- Gannueau was excited to note that several ossuaries 

were inscribed with crosses or the name “Jesus,” proving that these Jewish deceased were 

Christians. Although he was unable to take photographs, he did take squeezes with a special 

cloth of the ornamented surfaces as well as of the inscriptions.  
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Engraved on the sides of three of these ossuaries from this cave were the names of “Eleazar” (the 

Hebrew form of the Greek name “Lazarus”), “Martha,” and “Mary.” These names were followed 

by the sign of the cross, proving they were Christian. In the Gospel of John we read the touching 

story of Christ raising His friend Lazarus from the dead. “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus 

of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha” (John 11: 1).  

Claremont-Gannueau noted that this was one of the most important archaeological discoveries 

ever made concerning the origins of the early New Testament Church. He wrote, “This catacomb 

on the Mount of Olives belonged apparently to one of the earliest families which joined the new 

religion of Christianity. In this group of sarcophagi, some of which have the Christian symbol 

and some have not, we are, so to speak, [witnessing the] actual unfolding of Christianity. 

Personally, I think that many of the Hebrew-speaking people whose remains are contained in 

these ossuaries were among the first followers of Christ.... The appearance of Christianity at the 

very gates of Jerusalem is, in my opinion, extraordinary and unprecedented. Somehow the new 

[Christian] doctrine must have made its way into the Jewish system.... The association of the sign 

of the cross with (the name of Jesus) written in Hebrew alone constitutes a valuable fact.”  

The 1874 report contained the following additional inscriptions found on ossuaries:  

Hebrew Inscriptions:  

1. Salome, wife of Judah, engraved in very small characters ... a cruciform sign. 

2. Judah, with the cross. Perhaps the husband of Salome. 

3. Judah the Scribe. On another face of the sarcophagus, Judah, son of Eleazar the Scribe. 

4. Simeon the Priest (Cohen). 

5. Martha, daughter of Pasach. Perhaps the name is Jewish as well as Christian. 

6. Eleazar, son of Nathalu. The form “Nathai” for Nathan is not uncommon. 

7. Salamtsion, daughter of Simeon the Priest. The name of the woman, Salam Sion, is of the 

greatest interest.  

It is the name Salampsion of Josephus (daughter of Herod).  

Greek inscriptions:  

1. Jesus, twice repeated, with the cross  

2. Nathaniel, accompanied by a cross. 

It is interesting to note that Claremont-Gannueau also found in one of the ossuaries “three or four 

small instruments in copper of bronze, much oxidized, consisting of an actual small bell, 

surmounted by a ring. The Arabs thought they were a kind of castanets. Can we trace here the 

equivalent of the bells hung on the robe of the high priest? And do these ornaments come from 

the sarcophagus of our Simeon?”  

The French archaeologist realized that there is a high degree of probability that these tombs 

belonged to the family of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, the close friends of Jesus. Claremont-

Gannueau wrote, “What gives additional value to these short inscriptions is that they furnish a 
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whole series of names found in the Gospels, in their popular and local Syro-Chaldaic forms. The 

presence of the names of Jesus and Martha, of which we only knew historically that it was the 

feminine form of the Aramaic, would alone be sufficient to make this collection important from 

an exegetic point of view. By a singular coincidence, which from the first struck me forcibly, 

these inscriptions, found close to the Bethany road, and very near the site of the village, contain 

nearly all the names of the personages in the Gospel scenes which belonged to the place: Eleazar 

(Lazarus), Simon, Martha ... a host of other coincidences occur at the sight of all these most 

evangelical names.” Some writers have claimed that there is virtually no archaeological evidence 

to back up the historical claims of the Gospels. The truth is that tremendous archaeological 

evidence has been discovered in Israel that proves the accuracy of the New Testament!  

Crucifixion 

 

According to ancient literary sources, tens of thousands of people died as victims to crucifixion 

throughout the Roman Empire, with thousands having been crucified in Palestine alone. Until 

1968, however, no victim of crucifixion had ever been verified by remains discovered by 

archaeologists. In addition, many have questioned the historical accuracy of the nailing of the 

hands and feet. The conclusion was that the New Testament account of Jesus being nailed to the 

cross was false and misleading. Crucifixion by use of nails was considered legendary. It was 

believed that nails would rip the flesh and could not support a body on the cross. 

 

Then, a revolutionary archaeological discovery was made in June 1968. Archaeologist V. 

Tzaferis, found four cave tombs just north of Jerusalem. Tomb 1 dated back to the first century. 

In Ossuary 4 were found bones of a male and a child. The remains were examined and Dr Haas 

reported concerning the adult, “Both the heel bones were found transfixed by a large iron nail. 

The shins were found intentionally broken. Death caused by crucifixion” (He Walked Among 

Us, p.223).  

 

 
 

Remains of a Crucified Victim near Jerusalem 
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The Shroud of Turin 

It one of the most studies artifacts in the entire world. The Shroud of Turin has baffled scientists 

and historians like. But one cannot escape the facts.  This subject alone needs its own booklet to 

show all the facts of about the burial cloth. Here is a summary of the Facts: 

Team Scientists Represented:  

 

 Los Alamos National Laboratory 

 New England Institute of Medicine 

 Sandia Laboratories 

 U.S. Air Force Academy 

 Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

 Santa Barbara Research Institute 

 Nuclear Technologies Corp. 

 Colorado State University 

 

Tests performed in 1978 include:  

 

 Particle analysis 

 Chemical analysis 

 Blood analysis 

 Photo microscopy 

 Spectroscopy 

 X-ray radiography 

 Infra-red thermography 

 X-ray fluorescence spectrometry 

 Scanning photography from infra-red to ultra violet 

 And others 

 

Image Characteristics:  

 

 Purely superficial -- penetrates only top 3 microfibrils 

 Yellowing of image is uniform in intensity 

 No capillary action apparent 

 Fibrils not cemented to each other 

 No substances between threads 

 No directionality to image 

 No Outline to image 

 

STURP findings, published in 1981, contains the following results:  

 

 “No pigments, paints, dyes, or stains have been found on the fibrils. X-ray fluorescence 

and microchemistry preclude the possibility of paint being used as a method for creating 

the image.” 
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 “It is clear that there has been a direct contact of the Shroud with the body, which 

explains certain features such as the scourge marks, as well as the blood. However, while 

this type of contact might explain some features of the torso, it is totally incapable of 

explaining the image...there are no chemical or physical methods known which can 

account for the totality of the image...” 

 

 “We can conclude for now that the Shroud image is that of a real human form of a 

scourged, crucified man. It is not the product of an artist. The blood stains are composed 

of hemoglobin and give a positive test for serum albumin.” 

 

Additional Facts from STURP and other Researchers:  

 

Textile Analysis:  

 

 No similar material found from medieval times. 

 Threads hand woven - pre 12th Century 

 Unique manufacture indicates a Middle East origin 

 The cloth measures exactly 2 x 8 Syrian cubits, a Middle East measurement. 

 

Particle Analysis:  

 

 Travertine Aragonite limestone particles indigenous to caves surrounding Jerusalem 

 Outside pollen are mineral coated whereas inside pollen are uncoated 

 Suggests placement in damp tomb or cave 

 

3-D Encoding:  

 

The image density corresponds to a mathematical gradient related to distance between body and 

cloth. “Confirmation that the Shroud covered a body shape at the time of image formation.” -Dr. 

John Jackson  

 

The Blood: 

 

 “The blood is, in fact, real blood.” -Dr. John Heller Confirmed by presence of heme, 

porphyrins, bile pigments and serum albumin. Confirmed also by spectrographic analysis. 

 

 “The blood marks seen on the shroud are consistent with a contact transfer to the cloth of 

blood clot exudates that would have resulted from major wounds inflicted on a man who 

died in the position of crucifixion.” -Dr. Al Alder -Dr. Gil Lavoie 

 

 “The stains have a central hollowness which probably results from the physical 

separation of red blood cells from serum.” -Dr. Robert Bucklin 

 

 “The remarkably fine detailing of the scourge marks revealed by ultraviolet fluorescence 

would be impossible to obtain by any other means than direct contact between a body and 

the linen.” -Dr. Sam Pellicori 
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The Wounds are consistent with the Gospel account of Christ’s ordeal: 

  

 Crown of thorns 

 Bruising of face 

 Shoulder abrasions 

 Knee abrasions 

 Scourge marks (Romans either scourged or crucified victims never both. Only one man in 

history received both, Jesus) 

 Nail wounds in wrist & feet 

 Wound in side 

 Legs not broken 

 

This is just a few of proofs of the shroud being the burial cloth of Christ and the image was the 

result of the Resurrection. The image was created by a “flash of light”, according to scientists. 

The pollen grains found on the shroud also point to it being in Jerusalem at Passover time. Truly 

God preserved the one thing that man did not witness, the Resurrection, so now all may see that 

Jesus is alive! 

 

In Conclusion, archaeology proves that the Bible is accurate, the people and places are real, and 

the events happen. Other discoveries not mentioned like Jericho, Ebal, the Assyrian tablets that 

virtually name all the kings of Israel and Judah, and many others could take up volumes of books 

to describe all of the discoveries made. We have just touch on a few.  

 

Bible Prophecy Proof of its Inspiration 

 

One Third of the Bible is Prophecy. If God really wanted to prove himself to man, then Bible 

prophecy is it. One third of his book is dedicated to it, so God is putting himself out on the limb. 

Has God fulfilled the prophecies of the Bible? Absolutely! 

 

Prophecies of Jesus 

 

The apostles throughout the New Testament appealed to two areas of the life of Jesus of 

Nazareth to establish his Messiah-ship. One was the resurrection and the other was fulfilled 

messianic prophecy. The Old Testament, written over a 1,000-year period, contains several 

hundred references to the coming Messiah. All of these were fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and they 

establish a solid confirmation of His credentials as the Messiah. Of course with the discovery of 

the Dead Sea scrolls, the proof is positive that the Old Testament Bible existed long before Jesus 

was ever even born.  

 

Here is a summary of 352 prophecies fulfilled by Jesus Christ: 

 

1. Gen. 3:15  Seed of a woman (virgin birth)  Galatians 4:4-5, Matthew 1:18  

2. Gen. 3:15  He will bruise Satan's head  Hebrews 2:14, 1John 3:8  

3. Gen. 3:15  Christ's heel would be bruised with Matthew 27:35, Luke 24:39-40  
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nails on the cross  

4. Gen. 5:24  
The bodily ascension to heaven 

illustrated  
Mark 16:19  

5. Gen. 9:26, 27  
The God of Shem will be the Son of 

Shem  
Luke 3:36  

6. Gen. 12:3  Seed of Abraham will bless all nations  Galatians 3:8, Acts 3:25, 26  

7. Gen. 12:7  The Promise made to Abraham's Seed  Galatians 3:16  

8. Gen. 14:18  A priest after the order of Melchizedek  Hebrews 6:20  

9. Gen. 14:18  King of Peace and Righteousness  Hebrews 7:2  

10. Gen. 14:18  The Last Supper foreshadowed  Matthew 26:26-29  

11. Gen. 17:19  Seed of Isaac (Gen. 21:12)  Romans 9:7  

12. Gen. 22:8  The Lamb of God promised  John 1:29  

13. Gen. 22:18  As Isaac's seed, will bless all nations  Galatians 3:16  

14. Gen. 26:2-5  
The Seed of Isaac promised as the 

Redeemer  
Hebrews 11:18  

15. Gen. 28:12  The Bridge to heaven  John 1:51  

16. Gen. 28:14  The Seed of Jacob  Luke 3:34  

17. Gen. 49:10  The time of His coming  Luke 2:1-7; Galatians 4:4  

18. Gen. 49:10  The Seed of Judah  Luke 3:33  

19. Gen. 49:10  Called Shiloh or One Sent  John 17:3  

20. Gen. 49:10  
Messiah to come before Judah lost 

identity  
John 11:47-52  

21. Gen. 49:10  
Unto Him shall the obedience of the 

people be  
John 10:16  

22. Ex. 3:13-15  The Great "I AM" John 4:26, 8:58  

23. Ex. 12:5  A Lamb without blemish Hebrews 9:14; 1Peter 1:19  

24. Ex. 12:13  
The blood of the Lamb saves from 

wrath 
Romans 5:8  

25. Ex. 12:21-27 Christ is our Passover 1Corinthians 5:7  

26. Ex. 12:46 Not a bone of the Lamb to be broken John 19:31-36  

27. Ex. 15:2 His exaltation predicted as Yeshua Acts 7:55, 56  

28. Ex. 15:11 His Character-Holiness Luke 1:35; Acts 4:27  

29. Ex. 17:6 The Spiritual Rock of Israel 1Corinthians 10:4  

30. Ex. 33:19 His Character-Merciful Luke 1:72  

31. Lev. 1:2-9 
His sacrifice a sweet smelling savor 

unto God 
Ephesians 5:2  
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32. Lev. 14:11 The leper cleansed-Sign to priesthood Luke 5:12-14; Acts 6:7  

33. Lev. 16:15-

17 
Prefigures Christ's once-for-all death Hebrews 9:7-14  

34. Lev. 16:27 Suffering outside the Camp Matthew 27:33; Heb. 13:11, 12  

35. Lev. 17:11 The Blood-the life of the flesh Matthew 26:28; Mark 10:45  

36. Lev. 17:11 It is the blood that makes atonement Rom. 3:23-24; 1John 1:7  

37. Lev. 23:36-

37 
The Drink-offering: "If any man thirst" John 7:37  

38. Num. 9:12 Not a bone of Him broken John 19:31-36  

39. Num. 21:9 The serpent on a pole-Christ lifted up John 3:14-18, 12:32  

40. Num. 24:17 Time: "I shall see him, but not now." John 1:14; Galatians 4:4  

41. Deut. 18:15 "This is of a truth that prophet." John 6:14  

42. Deut. 18:15-

16 

"Had ye believed Moses, ye would 

believe me." 
John 5:45-47  

43. Deut. 18:18 Sent by the Father to speak His word John 8:28, 29  

44. Deut. 18:19 
Whoever will not hear must bear his 

sin 
Acts 3:22-23  

45. Deut. 21:23 Cursed is he that hangs on a tree Galatians 3:10-13  

46. Joshua 5:14-

15 
The Captain of our salvation Hebrews 2:10  

47. Ruth 4:4-10 Christ, our kinsman, has redeemed us Ephesians 1:3-7  

48. 1 Sam. 2:35 A Faithful Priest Heb. 2:17, 3:1-3, 6, 7:24-25  

49. 1 Sam. 2:10 Shall be an anointed King to the Lord Mt. 28:18, John 12:15  

50. 2 Sam. 7:12 David's Seed Matthew 1:1  

51. 2 Sam. 7:13 His Kingdom is everlasting 2Peter 1:11  

52. 2 Sam. 7:14a The Son of God Luke 1:32, Romans 1:3-4  

53. 2 Sam. 7:16 David's house established forever Luke 3:31; Rev. 22:16  

54. 2 Ki. 2:11  
The bodily ascension to heaven 

illustrated  
Luke 24:51  

55. 1 Chr. 17:11  David's Seed  Matthew 1:1, 9:27  

56. 1 Chr. 17:12-

13  
To reign on David's throne forever  Luke 1:32, 33  

57. 1 Chr. 17:13  "I will be His Father, He...my Son."  Hebrews 1:5  

58. Job 9:32-33  Mediator between man and God  1 Timothy 2:5  

59. Job 19:23-27  The Resurrection predicted  John 5:24-29  

60. Psa. 2:1-3  The enmity of kings foreordained  Acts 4:25-28  
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61. Psa. 2:2  To own the title, Anointed (Christ)  John 1:41, Acts 2:36  

62. Psa. 2:6  His Character-Holiness  John 8:46; Revelation 3:7  

63. Psa. 2:6 To own the title King  Matthew 2:2  

64. Psa. 2:7 Declared the Beloved Son Matthew 3:17, Romans 1:4  

65. Psa. 2:7, 8 
The Crucifixion and Resurrection 

intimated 
Acts 13:29-33  

66. Psa. 2:8, 9 Rule the nations with a rod of iron  Rev. 2:27, 12:5, 19:15  

67. Psa. 2:12 Life comes through faith in Him  John 20:31  

68. Psa. 8:2  The mouths of babes perfect His praise  Matthew 21:16  

69. Psa. 8:5, 6  His humiliation and exaltation  Hebrews 2:5-9  

70. Psa. 9:7-10  Judge the world in righteousness  Acts 17:31  

71. Psa. 16:10  Was not to see corruption  Acts 2:31, 13:35  

72. Psa. 16:9-11  Was to arise from the dead  John 20:9  

73. Psa. 17:15 The resurrection predicted  Luke 24:6  

74. Psa. 18:2-3  The horn of salvation  Luke 1:69-71  

75. Psa. 22:1  Forsaken because of sins of others  2 Corinthians 5:21  

76. Psa. 22:1  
"My God, my God, why hast thou 

forsaken me?"  
Matthew 27:46  

77. Psa. 22:2  Darkness upon Calvary for three hours  Matthew 27:45  

78. Psa. 22:7  
They shoot out the lip and shake the 

head  
Matthew 27:39-44  

79. Psa. 22:8 
"He trusted in God, let Him deliver 

Him"  
Matthew 27:43  

80. Psa. 22:9-10  Born the Saviour  Luke 2:7  

81. Psa. 22:12-13  They seek His death  John 19:6  

82. Psa. 22:14 
His blood poured out when they 

pierced His side  
John 19:34  

83. Psa. 22:14, 

15 
Suffered agony on Calvary  Mark 15:34-37  

84. Psa. 22:15  He thirsted  John 19:28  

85. Psa. 22:16  They pierced His hands and His feet  John 19:34, 37; 20:27  

86. Psa. 22:17, 

18  
Stripped Him before the stares of men  Luke 23:34, 35  

87. Psa. 22:18 They parted His garments  John 19:23, 24  

88. Psa. 22:20, 

21 
He committed Himself to God  Luke 23:46 
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89. Psa. 22:20, 

21  

Satanic power bruising the Redeemer's 

heel  
Hebrews 2:14 

90. Psa. 22:22  His Resurrection declared  John 20:17 

91. Psa. 22:27-28  He shall be the governor of the nations  Colossians 1:16 

92. Psa. 22:31  "It is finished"  
John 19:30, Heb. 10:10, 12, 14, 

18 

93. Psa. 23:1  "I am the Good Shepherd"  John 10:11, 1Peter 2:25 

94. Psa. 24:3  His exaltation predicted  Acts 1:11; Philippians 2:9 

95. Psa. 30:3  His resurrection predicted  Acts 2:32 

96. Psa. 31:5 "Into thy hands I commit my spirit"  Luke 23:46 

97. Psa. 31:11  His acquaintances fled from Him  Mark 14:50 

98. Psa. 31:13 They took counsel to put Him to death  Mt. 27:1, John 11:53 

99. Psa. 31:14, 

15 

"He trusted in God, let Him deliver 

him"  
Matthew 27:43 

100. Psa. 34:20  Not a bone of Him broken  John 19:31-36 

101. Psa. 35:11  False witnesses rose up against Him  Matthew 26:59 

102. Psa. 35:19  He was hated without a cause  John 15:25 

103. Psa. 38:11 His friends stood afar off  Luke 23:49 

104. Psa. 38:12  Enemies try to entangle Him by craft  Mark 14:1, Mt. 22:15  

105. Psa. 38:12-

13  
Silent before His accusers  Matthew 27:12-14  

106. Psa. 38:20  He went about doing good  Acts 10:38  

107. Psa. 40:2-5  The joy of His resurrection predicted John 20:20  

108. Psa. 40:6-8 His delight-the will of the Father  John 4:34, Heb. 10:5-10  

109. Psa. 40:9  
He was to preach the Righteousness in 

Israel  
Matthew 4:17  

110. Psa. 40:14  
Confronted by adversaries in the 

Garden  
John 18:4-6  

111. Psa. 41:9  Betrayed by a familiar friend  John 13:18  

112. Psa. 45:2  Words of Grace come from His lips  John 1:17, Luke 4:22  

113. Psa. 45:6  To own the title, God or Elohim  Hebrews 1:8  

114. Psa. 45:7 A special anointing by the Holy Spirit  Mt. 3:16; Heb. 1:9  

115. Psa. 45:7, 8 
Called the Christ (Messiah or 

Anointed)  
Luke 2:11  

116. Psa. 45:17 His name remembered forever Ephesians 1:20-21, Heb. 1:8  

117. Psa. 55:12- Betrayed by a friend, not an enemy John 13:18  
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14 

118. Psa. 55:15 Unrepentant death of the Betrayer Matthew 27:3-5; Acts 1:16-19  

119. Psa. 68:18 To give gifts to men Ephesians 4:7-16  

120. Psa. 68:18 Ascended into Heaven Luke 24:51  

121. Psa. 69:4 Hated without a cause John 15:25  

122. Psa. 69:8 A stranger to own brethren John 1:11, 7:5  

123. Psa. 69:9 Zealous for the Lord's House John 2:17  

124. Psa. 69:14-

20 

Messiah's anguish of soul before 

crucifixion 
Matthew 26:36-45 

125. Psa. 69:20 "My soul is exceeding sorrowful." Matthew 26:38  

126. Psa. 69:21 Given vinegar in thirst Matthew 27:34  

127. Psa. 69:26 The Saviour given and smitten by God John 17:4; 18:11 

128. Psa. 72:10, 

11 
Great persons were to visit Him Matthew 2:1-11  

129. Psa. 72:16 
The corn of wheat to fall into the 

Ground 
John 12:24-25  

130. Psa. 72:17 
Belief on His name will produce 

offspring 
John 1:12, 13  

131. Psa. 72:17 All nations shall be blessed by Him Galatians 3:8  

132. Psa. 72:17 All nations shall call Him blessed John 12:13, Rev. 5:8-12  

133. Psa. 78:1-2 He would teach in parables Matthew 13:34-35  

134. Psa. 78:2b 
To speak the Wisdom of God with 

authority 
Matthew 7:29  

135. Psa. 80:17 The Man of God's right hand Mark 14:61-62  

136. Psa. 88 The Suffering and Reproach of Calvary Matthew 27:26-50  

137. Psa. 88:8 They stood afar off and watched Luke 23:49  

138. Psa. 89:27 Firstborn Colossians 1:15, 18  

139. Psa. 89:27 
Emmanuel to be higher than earthly 

kings 
Luke 1:32, 33  

140. Psa. 89:35-

37 

David's Seed, throne, kingdom endure 

forever 
Luke 1:32, 33 

141. Psa. 89:36-

37 
His character-Faithfulness Revelation 1:5, 19:11  

142. Psa. 90:2 He is from everlasting (Micah 5:2) John 1:1  

143. Psa. 91:11, 

12 

Identified as Messianic; used to tempt 

Christ 
Luke 4:10, 11  

144. Psa. 97:9 His exaltation predicted Acts 1:11; Ephesians 1:20  
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145. Psa. 100:5 His character-Goodness Matthew 19:16, 17  

146. Psa. 102:1-

11 
The Suffering and Reproach of Calvary John 19:16-30  

147. Psa. 102:25-

27 
Messiah is the Preexistent Son Hebrews 1:10-12  

148. Psa. 109:25 Ridiculed Matthew 27:39  

149. Psa. 110:1 Son of David Matthew 22:42-43  

150. Psa. 110:1 
To ascend to the right-hand of the 

Father 
Mark 16:19  

151. Psa. 110:1 David's son called Lord Matthew 22:44, 45  

152. Psa. 110:4 A priest after Melchizedek's order Hebrews 6:20  

153. Psa. 112:4 
His character-Compassionate, 

Gracious, et al 
Matthew 9:36  

154. Psa. 118:17, 

18 
Messiah's Resurrection assured Luke 24:5-7; 1Cor. 15:20  

155. Psa. 118:22, 

23 

The rejected stone is Head of the 

corner 
Matthew 21:42, 43  

156. Psa. 

118:26a 
The Blessed One presented to Israel Matthew 21:9  

157. Psa. 

118:26b 
To come while Temple standing Matthew 21:12-15  

158. Psa. 132:11 
The Seed of David (the fruit of His 

Body) 
Luke 1:32, Act 2:30  

159. Psa. 129:3 He was scourged Matthew 27:26  

160. Psa. 138:1-6 
The supremacy of David's Seed 

amazes kings 
Matthew 2:2-6  

161. Psa. 147:3, 

6  

The earthly ministry of Christ 

described 
Luke 4:18  

162. Prov. 1:23 He will send the Spirit of God John 16:7  

163. Prov. 8:23 Foreordained from everlasting Rev. 13:8, 1Peter 1:19-20  

164. Song. 5:16 The altogether lovely One John 1:17  

165. Isa. 2:3 He shall teach all nations John 4:25  

166. Isa. 2:4 He shall judge among the nations John 5:22  

167. Isa. 6:1 When Isaiah saw His glory John 12:40-41  

168. Isa. 6:8 The One Sent by God John 12:38-45  

169. Isa. 6:9-10 Parables fall on deaf ears Matthew 13:13-15  

170. Isa. 6:9-12 Blinded to Christ and deaf to His Acts 28:23-29  
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words 

171. Isa. 7:14 To be born of a virgin Luke 1:35  

172. Isa. 7:14 To be Emmanuel-God with us Matthew 1:18-23, 1Tim. 3:16  

173. Isa. 8:8 Called Emmanuel Matthew 28:20  

174. Isa. 8:14 
A stone of stumbling, a Rock of 

offense 
1Peter 2:8  

175. Isa. 9:1, 2 His ministry to begin in Galilee Matthew 4:12-17  

176. Isa. 9:6 A child born-Humanity Luke 1:31 

177. Isa. 9:6 A Son given-Deity 
Luke 1:32, John 1:14, 1Tim. 

3:16  

178. Isa. 9:6 
Declared to be the Son of God with 

power 
Romans 1:3, 4  

179. Isa. 9:6 The Wonderful One, Peleh Luke 4:22  

180. Isa. 9:6 The Counsellor, Yaatz Matthew 13:54  

181. Isa. 9:6 The Mighty God, El Gibor 1Cor. 1:24, Titus 2:3  

182. Isa. 9:6 The Everlasting Father, Avi Adth John 8:58, 10:30  

183. Isa. 9:6 The Prince of Peace, Sar Shalom John 16:33  

184. Isa. 9:7 To establish an everlasting kingdom Luke 1:32-33  

185. Isa. 9:7 His Character-Just John 5:30  

186. Isa. 9:7 
No end to his Government, Throne, 

and Peace 
Luke 1:32-33 

187. Isa. 11:1 Called a Nazarene-the Branch, Netzer Matthew 2:23 

188. Isa. 11:1 A rod out of Jesse-Son of Jesse Luke 3:23, 32  

189. Isa. 11:2 Anointed One by the Spirit Matthew 3:16, 17, Acts 10:38  

190. Isa. 11:2 
His Character-Wisdom, Knowledge, et 

al 
Colossians 2:3  

191. Isa. 11:3 He would know their thoughts Luke 6:8, John 2:25  

192. Isa. 11:4 Judge in righteousness Acts 17:31  

193. Isa. 11:4 Judges with the sword of His mouth Rev. 2:16, 19:11, 15  

194. Isa. 11:5 Character: Righteous & Faithful Rev. 19:11  

195. Isa. 11:10 The Gentiles seek Him John 12:18-21  

196. Isa. 12:2 Called Jesus-Yeshua Matthew 1:21  

197. Isa. 22:22 The One given all authority to govern Revelation 3:7  

198. Isa. 25:8 The Resurrection predicted 1Corinthians 15:54  

199. Isa. 26:19 His power of Resurrection predicted Matthew 27:50-54  

200. Isa. 28:16 The Messiah is the precious corner Acts 4:11, 12  
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stone 

201. Isa. 28:16 The Sure Foundation 1Corinthians 3:11, Mt. 16:18  

202. Isa. 29:13 
He indicated hypocritical obedience to 

His Word 
Matthew 15:7-9  

203. Isa. 29:14 The wise are confounded by the Word 1Corinthians 1:18-31  

204. Isa. 32:2 
A Refuge-A man shall be a hiding 

place 
Matthew 23:37  

205. Isa. 35:4 He will come and save you Matthew 1:21  

206. Isa. 35:5-6 To have a ministry of miracles Matthew 11:2-6  

207. Isa. 40:3, 4 Preceded by forerunner John 1:23  

208. Isa. 40:9 "Behold your God." John 1:36; 19:14  

209. Isa. 40:10. He will come to reward Revelation 22:12  

210. Isa. 40:11 A shepherd-compassionate life-giver John 10:10-18  

2101. Isa. 42:1-4 
The Servant-as a faithful, patient 

redeemer 
Matthew 12:18-21  

212. Isa. 42:2 Meek and lowly Matthew 11:28-30  

213. Isa. 42:3 He brings hope for the hopeless John 4  

214. Isa. 42:4 The nations shall wait on His teachings John 12:20-26  

215. Isa. 42:6 The Light (salvation) of the Gentiles Luke 2:32  

216. Isa. 42:1, 6 His is a worldwide compassion Matthew 28:19, 20  

217. Isa. 42:7 Blind eyes opened. John 9:25-38  

218. Isa. 43:11 He is the only Saviour. Acts 4:12  

219. Isa. 44:3 He will send the Spirit of God John 16:7, 13  

220. Isa. 45:21-

25 
He is Lord and Saviour Philippians 3:20, Titus 2:13  

221. Isa. 45:23 He will be the Judge John 5:22; Romans 14:11  

222. Isa. 46:9, 10 Declares things not yet done John 13:19  

223. Isa. 48:12 The First and the Last John 1:30, Revelation 1:8, 17  

224. Isa. 48:16, 

17 
He came as a Teacher John 3:2  

225. Isa. 49:1 Called from the womb-His humanity Matthew 1:18  

226. Isa. 49:5 A Servant from the womb. Luke 1:31, Philippians 2:7  

227. Isa. 49:6 He will restore Israel Acts 3:19-21, 15:16-17  

228. Isa. 49:6 He is Salvation for Israel Luke 2:29-32  

229. Isa. 49:6 He is the Light of the Gentiles John 8:12, Acts 13:47  

230. Isa. 49:6 He is Salvation unto the ends of the Acts 15:7-18  
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earth 

231. Isa. 49:7  He is despised of the Nation John 1:11, 8:48-49, 19:14-15  

232. Isa. 50:3 
Heaven is clothed in black at His 

humiliation 
Luke 23:44, 45  

233. Isa. 50:4 He is a learned counselor for the weary Matthew 7:29, 11:28, 29  

234. Isa. 50:5 
The Servant bound willingly to 

obedience 
Matthew 26:39  

235. Isa. 50:6a "I gave my back to the smiters." Matthew 27:26  

236. Isa. 50:6b He was smitten on the cheeks Matthew 26:67 

237. Isa. 50:6c He was spat upon Matthew 27:30 

238. Isa. 52:7 Published good tidings upon mountains Matthew 5:12,15:29,28:16 

239. Isa. 52:13 The Servant exalted 
Acts 1:8-11; Eph. 1:19-22, Php. 

2:5-9 

240. Isa. 52:14 The Servant shockingly abused Luke 18:31-34; Mt. 26:67, 68 

241. Isa. 52:15 
Nations startled by message of the 

Servant 
Luke 18:31-34; Mt. 26:67, 68 

242. Isa. 52:15 His blood shed sprinkles nations Hebrews 9:13-14, Rev. 1:5 

243. Isa. 53:1 His people would not believe Him John 12:37-38  

244. Isa. 53:2 Appearance of an ordinary man Philippians 2:6-8  

245. Isa. 53:3a Despised Luke 4:28-29  

246. Isa. 53:3b Rejected Matthew 27:21-23  

247. Isa. 53:3c Great sorrow and grief 
Matthew 26:37-38, Luke 19:41, 

Heb. 4:15  

248. Isa. 53:3d 
Men hide from being associated with 

Him 
Mark 14:50-52  

249. Isa. 53:4a He would have a healing ministry Matthew 8:16-17  

250. Isa. 53:4b Thought to be cursed by God Matthew 26:66, 27:41-43  

251. Isa. 53:5a Bears penalty for mankind's iniquities 2Cor. 5:21, Heb. 2:9  

252. Isa. 53:5b 
His sacrifice provides peace between 

man and God 
Colossians 1:20  

253. Isa. 53:5c His sacrifice would heal man of sin 1Peter 2:24  

254. Isa. 53:6a 
He would be the sin-bearer for all 

mankind 
1John 2:2, 4:10  

255. Isa. 53:6b 
God's will that He bear sin for all 

mankind 
Galatians 1:4  

256. Isa. 53:7a Oppressed and afflicted Matthew 27:27-31  

257. Isa. 53:7b Silent before his accusers Matthew 27:12-14  



P a g e  | 46 

 

258. Isa. 53:7c Sacrificial lamb John 1:29, 1Peter 1:18-19  

259. Isa. 53:8a Confined and persecuted Matthew 26:47-27:31  

260. Isa. 53:8b He would be judged John 18:13-22  

261. Isa. 53:8c Killed Matthew 27:35  

262. Isa. 53:8d Dies for the sins of the world 1John 2:2  

263. Isa. 53:9a Buried in a rich man's grave Matthew 27:57  

264. Isa. 53:9b Innocent and had done no violence Luke 23:41, John 18:38  

265. Isa. 53:9c No deceit in his mouth 1Peter 2:22  

266. Isa. 53:10a God's will that He die for mankind John 18:11  

267. Isa. 53:10b An offering for sin Matthew 20:28, Galatians 3:13  

268. Isa. 53:10c Resurrected and live forever Romans 6:9  

269. Isa. 53:10d He would prosper John 17:1-5  

270. Isa. 53:11a God fully satisfied with His suffering John 12:27  

271. Isa. 53:11b God's servant would justify man Romans 5:8-9, 18-19  

272. Isa. 53:11c The sin-bearer for all mankind Hebrews 9:28  

273. Isa. 53:12a Exalted by God because of his sacrifice Matthew 28:18  

274. Isa. 53:12b 
He would give up his life to save 

mankind 
Luke 23:46  

275. Isa. 53:12c Numbered with the transgressors Mark 15:27-28  

276. Isa. 53:12d Sin-bearer for all mankind 1Peter 2:24  

277. Isa. 53:12e Intercede to God in behalf of mankind Luke 23:34, Rom. 8:34  

278. Isa. 55:3 Resurrected by God Acts 13:34  

279. Isa. 55:4a A witness John 18:37  

280. Isa. 55:4b He is a leader and commander Hebrews 2:10  

281. Isa. 55:5 God would glorify Him Acts 3:13  

282. Isa. 59:16a Intercessor between man and God Matthew 10:32  

283. Isa. 59:16b He would come to provide salvation John 6:40  

284. Isa. 59:20 
He would come to Zion as their 

Redeemer 
Luke 2:38  

285. Isa. 60:1-3 He would shew light to the Gentiles Acts 26:23  

286. Isa. 61:1a The Spirit of God upon him Matthew 3:16-17  

287. Isa. 61:1b 
The Messiah would preach the good 

news 
Luke 4:16-21  

288. Isa. 61:1c 
Provide freedom from the bondage of 

sin 
John 8:31-36  
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289. Isa. 61:1-2a Proclaim a period of grace Galatians 4:4-5  

290. Jer. 23:5-6 Descendant of David Luke 3:23-31  

291. Jer. 23:5-6 
The Messiah would be both God and 

Man 
John 13:13, 1Ti 3:16  

292. Jer. 31:22 Born of a virgin Matthew 1:18-20  

293. Jer. 31:31 
The Messiah would be the new 

covenant 
Matthew 26:28  

294. Jer. 33:14-

15 
Descendant of David Luke 3:23-31  

295. Eze.34:23-

24 
Descendant of David Matthew 1:1  

296. Eze.37:24-

25 
Descendant of David Luke 1:31-33  

297. Dan. 2:44-

45 

The Stone that shall break the 

kingdoms 
Matthew 21:44  

298. Dan. 7:13-

14a 
He would ascend into heaven Acts 1:9-11  

299. Dan. 7:13-

14b 
Highly exalted Ephesians 1:20-22  

300. Dan. 7:13-

14c 
His dominion would be everlasting Luke 1:31-33  

301. Dan. 9:24a To make an end to sins Galatians 1:3-5  

302. Dan. 9:24a To make reconciliation for iniquity Romans 5:10, 2Cor. 5:18-21  

303. Dan. 9:24b He would be holy Luke 1:35  

304. Dan. 9:25 His announcement John 12:12-13  

305. Dan. 9:26a Cut off Matthew 16:21, 21:38-39  

306. Dan. 9:26b Die for the sins of the world Hebrews 2:9  

307. Dan. 9:26c 
Killed before the destruction of the 

temple 
Matthew 27:50-51  

308. Dan. 10:5-6 Messiah in a glorified state Revelation 1:13-16  

309. Hos. 11:1 He would be called out of Egypt Matthew 2:15  

310. Hos. 13:14 He would defeat death 1Corinthians 15:55-57  

311. Joel 2:32 Offer salvation to all mankind Romans 10:9-13  

312. Jonah 1:17 Death and resurrection of Christ Matthew 12:40, 16:4  

313. Mic. 5:2a Born in Bethlehem Matthew 2:1-6  

314. Mic. 5:2b Ruler in Israel Luke 1:33  

315. Mic. 5:2c From everlasting John 8:58  
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316. Hag. 2:6-9 He would visit the second Temple Luke 2:27-32  

317. Hag. 2:23 Descendant of Zerubbabel Luke 2:27-32  

318. Zech. 3:8 God's servant John 17:4  

319. Zech. 6:12-

13 
Priest and King Hebrews 8:1  

320. Zech. 9:9a Greeted with rejoicing in Jerusalem Matthew 21:8-10  

321. Zech. 9:9b Beheld as King John 12:12-13  

322. Zech. 9:9c The Messiah would be just John 5:30  

323. Zech. 9:9d The Messiah would bring salvation Luke 19:10  

324. Zech. 9:9e The Messiah would be humble Matthew 11:29  

325. Zech. 9:9f 
Presented to Jerusalem riding on a 

donkey 
Matthew 21:6-9  

326. Zech. 10:4 The cornerstone Ephesians 2:20  

327. Zech. 11:4-

6a 

At His coming, Israel to have unfit 

leaders 
Matthew 23:1-4  

328. Zech. 11:4-

6b 

Rejection causes God to remove His 

protection 
Luke 19:41-44  

329. Zech. 11:4-

6c 
Rejected in favor of another king John 19:13-15  

330. Zech. 11:7 
Ministry to "poor," the believing 

remnant 
Matthew 9:35-36  

331. Zech. 11:8a Unbelief forces Messiah to reject them Matthew 23:33  

332. Zech. 11:8b Despised Matthew 27:20  

333. Zech. 11:9 
Stops ministering to those who rejected 

Him 
Matthew 13:10-11  

334. Zech. 

11:10-11a 

Rejection causes God to remove 

protection 
Luke 19:41-44  

335. Zech. 

11:10-11b  
The Messiah would be God John 14:7  

336. Zech. 

11:12-13a 
Betrayed for thirty pieces of silver Matthew 26:14-15  

337. Zech. 

11:12-13b  
Rejected Matthew 26:14-15  

338. Zech. 

11:12-13c 

Thirty pieces of silver cast in the house 

of the Lord 
Matthew 27:3-5  

339. Zech. 

11:12-13d 
The Messiah would be God John 12:45  

340. Zech. The Messiah's body would be pierced John 19:34-37  
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12:10a 

341. Zech. 

12:10b 

The Messiah would be both God and 

man 
John 10:30  

342. Zech. 

12:10c 
The Messiah would be rejected John 1:11  

343. Zech. 13:7a God's will He die for mankind John 18:11  

344. Zech. 13:7b A violent death Mark 14:27  

345. Zech. 13:7c Both God and man John 14:9  

346. Zech. 13:7d 
Israel scattered as a result of rejecting 

Him 
Matthew 26:31-56  

347. Zech. 14:4 He would return to the Mt. of Olives Acts 1:11-12  

348. Mal. 3:1a 
Messenger to prepare the way for 

Messiah 
Mark 1:1-8  

349. Mal. 3:1b Sudden appearance at the temple Mark 11:15-16  

350. Mal. 3:1c Messenger of the new covenant Luke 4:43  

351. Mal. 4:5 Forerunner in spirit of Elijah Mt. 3:1-3, 11:10-14, 17:11-13  

352. Mal. 4:6 
Forerunner would turn many to 

righteousness 
Luke 1:16-17 

 

Now some use to argue that Fulfilled Prophecy in Jesus Was Deliberate. The objection might 

seem plausible until we realize that many of the prophecies concerning the Messiah were totally 

beyond the human control of Jesus, such as: 

 

1. Place of birth (Micah 5:2). 

2. Time of birth (Daniel 9:25; Genesis 49: 10). 

3. Manner of birth (Isaiah 7.14). 

4. Betrayal. 

5. Manner of death (Psalms 22:16). 

6. People’s reactions (mocking, spitting, staring, etc.). 

7. Piercing. 

8. Burial. 

 

Others use to say, “Fulfilled Prophecy in Jesus Was Coincidental, an Accident.” All 61 major 

prophecies, and the other minor prophecies! The law of probability is not on the skeptic’s side. 

 

Harold Hartzler, of the American Scientific Affiliation, Goshen College, in the foreword of 

Stoner’s book writes: “The manuscript for Science Speaks has been carefully reviewed by a 

committee of the American Scientific Affiliation members and by the Executive Council of the 

same group and has been found, in general, to be dependable and accurate in regard to the 

scientific material presented. The mathematical analysis included is based upon principles of 

probability which are thoroughly sound and Professor Stoner has applied these principles in a 

proper and convincing way.” (Evidence, Mcdowell, p.167).  



P a g e  | 50 

 

The following probabilities are taken from Peter Stoner in Science Speaks to show that 

coincidence is ruled out by the science of probability. Stoner says that by using the modern 

science of probability in reference to just eight prophecies, “... We find that the chance that any 

man might have lived down to the present time and fulfilled all eight prophecies is 1 in 1017.” 

That would be 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000. In order to help us comprehend this staggering 

probability, Stoner illustrates it by supposing that “we take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on 

the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver 

dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that 

he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the 

right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? Just the same chance that the 

prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true in any 

one man, from their day to the present time, providing they wrote them in their own wisdom.” 

 

“Now these prophecies were either given by inspiration of God or the prophets just wrote them 

as they thought they should be. In such a case the prophets had just one chance in 1017 of having 

them come true in any man, but they all came true in Christ.” 

 

“This means that the fulfillment of these eight prophecies alone proves that God inspired the 

writing of those prophecies to a definiteness which lacks only one chance in 1017 of being 

absolute.” 

 

Stoner considers 48 prophecies and says, “. . . We find the chance that any one man fulfilled all 

48 prophecies to be 1 in 10157.” (Quotes from Evidence that Demands a Verdict, p.167, emphasis 

added).  

 

For more proof of fulfilled prophecy in Christ read our Booklet “Daniels 70 Weeks prophecy.”  

 

Prophecy of Tyre 

 

Archaeologists have only begun to scratch the surface at Tyre. But the records of history are 

sufficient to make the history of Tyre plain. Tyre (Hebrew: Sor) was already an important 

Phoenician city in the l5th century B.C. Joshua 19:29 refers to it as “the fortified city of Tyre” 

(Revised Standard Version). It is mentioned again in 2 Samuel 24:7 as a fortress in the days of 

David.  

 

Between these two periods of time the Egyptians make reference to Tyre’s important geographic 

situation. An Egyptian school text of the period of the judges in Israel reads: “Pray, instruct me 

about Beirut. about Sidon and Sarepta. . . . They say another town is in the sea, named Tyre the 

Port” (John A. Wilson, “An Egyptian Letter,” Papyrus Anastasi I, ANET, p. 477). Tyre was a 

dual city. Part lay on the coast, part offshore on islands of rock. 

 

Skipping over the numerous biblical references to Tyre in the days of Solomon and the later 

kings of Israel and Assyria, we come to the time of Nebuchadnezzar. God revealed to Ezekiel in 

the year that Jerusalem fell that He would bring upon Tyre (Tyrus) Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon “from the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and 

much people…And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his axes he shall break 
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down thy towers…thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen . . . when he shall enter into 

thy gates… and thy strong garrisons shall go down to the ground” (Ezek. 26:7-11). 

 

 
 

A beautiful hand colored black-and-white lithograph by Louis Haghe of the site of Tyre, modern Sur, 

based on a drawing by David Roberts, as he saw the city on April 24, 1839. Roberts drew this view from 

the isthmus now linking Sur, the island city, to the mainland. The Sidonian port on the north is still 

used for coastal shipping. Sur, the Arabic city of Tyre, overlies, in part, the Crusader, the Roman and 

the Phoenician cities, each rebuilt after the ravages of war. 

 

Verse 11 ends the prophecy about Nebuchadnezzar’s siege. Up to this point the singular forms 

“he” and “his” are exclusively used to refer to the king of Babylon. Suddenly the prophecy shifts 

to “they” in verse 12: “And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy 

merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls…and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber 

and thy dust in the midst of the water.” 

 

Why this sudden change in pronouns? Because Nebuchadnezzar did not fulfill this verse-but 

others did, years later. The king of Babylon did not make a spoil of Tyre’s riches, see Ezekiel 
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29:17-20. The king had an immense army of horsemen and foot soldiers, but he had no fleet. He 

could not besiege the walled part of the city that lay on the rock offshore. During the siege the 

Phoenicians transported their wealth from the mainland to the offshore island fortress. When the 

mainland part of the city (Old Tyre) fell to the king, the defenders were slaughtered, but there 

was no wealth to take (verse 18). 

 

Yet God revealed to Ezekiel that Tyre’s wealth would become a spoil (Ezek. 26:12). The 

prophecy was not to be fulfilled all in one generation! 

 

In the years following Nebuchadnezzar’s empty victory, the site of Old Tyre (Paleotyrus) was 

rebuilt. Its old walls were not restored, but it became a significant open city, extending along the 

shore. 

 

When Alexander, the king of Macedonia, reached the Phoenician coast in 332 B.C., in his 

conquest of the Persian Empire, he appeared before the nobles of Tyre on the mainland. 

Alexander requested permission to sacrifice to the Tyrian god Heracles, from whom he claimed 

descent. At that time there were two temples of Heracles at Tyre, one on the mainland and one 

on the island fortress (Quintus Curtius 4.2.4). This fact was overlooked for years. The Tyrians 

offered the Macedonian king the temple on the mainland at Old Tyre for his sacrifice. The king 

was insulted and demanded to enter the island city or he would besiege it!  
 

The rest is history. Alexander built from the quickly abandoned mainland town a mole linking 

the mainland to the island. He took the masonry and large stones, the timber and the very dust of 

Old Tyre and laid them in the sea to form the mole. New Tyre, on the island, fell. Its riches were 

captured. And the mole became a peninsula as the sands washed against it over the centuries.  

 

Both Old Tyre and New Tyre were resettled. By the time of Jesus the city Tyre had again 

become a thriving port (Mark 7:24-31).It is referred to in Acts 12:20-21during the reign of 

Herod. Pliny, a Roman scholar, visited Tyre in the days of the apostles and recorded its size. He 

computed the circuit of mainland Tyre and the island at 19 Roman miles and the circumference 

of the island proper at slightly less than 3 miles (Pliny, Natural History, 5.17.76). 

 

But what of the prophecy that Tyre would not be rebuilt? 

 

Look again at Ezekiel 26. Remember, verses 7 to 11 use the singular pronoun to refer to 

Nebuchadnezzar. Suddenly, verse 12 uses the plural pronoun “they” to refer to Alexander and 

numerous other generals who came after him and plundered Tyre-Greeks, Romans, Arabs, the 

Crusaders, the Mamelukes. Ezekiel 26:3 quotes God as saying that He “will cause many nations 

to come up against thee [Tyre], as the sea causeth his waves to come up.” That is precisely what 

has happened through history. One nation after another has come against Tyre. “They” made a 

spoil of Tyre’s riches.  

 

The Mamelukes, after taking the city from the Crusaders near the close of the 13th century, 

dismantled the city so it would not again be used as a fort by so-called Christian Crusaders from 

Europe against Islam. 
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In the next century Sir John Maundeville traveled from Cyprus to Jerusalem by way of Tyre. He 

wrote of his experience: “In a day and night he that hath good wind may come to the haven of 

Tyre, which is now called Sur. [This is the Arabic word for Tyre and means “rock.”] Here was 

once a great and good city of the Christians, but the Saracens have destroyed it in great part, and 

they guard that haven carefully for fear of the Christians” (The Book of Sir John Maundeville, 

A.D. 1322-1356 in Thomas Wright, Early Travels in Palestine, p. 141). 

 

A similar indication of the life of the Moslem town is given by Bertrandon de La Brocquidre, 

one of the last medieval travelers, in 1432 (Early Travels in Palestine, pp.282-283). 

 

Tyre continued to sink into obscurity until the Metualis occupied the district in 1766. It once 

again grew to a few thousand inhabitants. With the coming of the state of Israel, Tyre rapidly 

expanded to accommodate those Islamic Arabs who fled Palestine and settled in southern 

Lebanon. And that is where we are today. Tyre is still inhabited, still a minor port. Its wealth is 

gone. 

 

But Ezekiel 26:13-14 reveals something yet to happen, “And I [no longer “they” but “I”] will 

cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be no more heard…And I 

will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built 

no more: for I the LORD have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.”  

 

This is God’s doing. He will cause the waters of the Mediterranean to wash over the site of Tyre 

till the millennia of accumulated rubble are washed away, and it is suitable only for the spreading 

of nets between tides. This has never fully happened. Oh yes, a small part of New Tyre on its 

western edge is under water. But the major part of the Phoenician city is covered by sand and the 

rubble of later buildings, roads and burial grounds. A significant part lies today beneath the 

modern Arab town. 

 

This prophecy, much misunderstood. It is a prophecy yet to be fulfilled by Jesus Christ when He 

brings peace to the world! 

 

Peter Stoner in Science Speaks made these comments about the prophecies of Tyre, Samaria, 

Gaza-Ashkelon, Jerusalem Enlargement, Palestine, Moab-Ammon, Petra-Edom, Babylon made 

by Ezekiel: “No human being has ever made predictions which hold any comparison to those we 

have considered, and had them accurately come true. The span of time between the writing of 

these prophecies and their fulfillment is so great that the most severe critic cannot claim that the 

predictions were made after the events happened.” 

 

And further, “Others may say that these accounts in the Bible are not prophecies, but historical 

accounts written after the events happened. This is absurd, for all of these prophecies are found 

in the Old Testament, and everyone will date its writing before Christ. One of these prophecies 

was completely fulfilled before Christ. Two had small parts fulfilled before Christ and the 

remaining parts after Christ. All other prophecies considered were completely fulfilled after 

Christ. If we were to strike out all estimates given for parts of prophecies fulfilled before Christ, 

our probability number would still be so large that the strength of its argument could not be 

comprehended.” (McDowell, Evidence, p.272).  
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The Prophecy of Cyrus 
 

The stories of Cyrus’ birth and youth as recorded in the histories of the time are so remarkable 

that they seem almost like children’s stories. Herodotus, the Greek historian of the fifth century 

B.C., recounts one of these stories, here summarized: 

  

Astyages, the son of Cyaxeres, king of the Medes, had a daughter, Mandane. He became fearful  

because he dreamed that this daughter would bear a child who would rule in his place, not only 

his kingdom but all of Asia. He wanted to prevent this at all cost. 

 

When Mandane had her first child, a son, Astyages instructed one of his trusted servants, 

Harpagus, to have the child killed. Harpagus, not wanting to do such a horrible thing, entrusted 

the terrible responsibility to Mitradates a herdsman. Mitradates, on finding that his own child had 

just been stillborn, took and reared Mandane’s son as his own. When the boy was about 10 years 

old his true identity became known. 

 

 
 

His grandfather, Astyages the king, now accepted him and in due time this boy, Cyrus, ascended 

the throne in about 558 B.C. By about 549 B.C. Cyrus had become king over all Media, and by 

about 548 B.C. he ruled all Persia. He conquered Babylon in 539 B.C. and the Persian Empire 

succeeded the Babylonian Empire. 

 

This story would not be so remarkable by itself, but predictions about Cyrus are included in 

Bible prophecy. You will find these predictions in the last verses of Isaiah 44 and the first part of 

Isaiah 45. 

Persian Emperor Cyrus the Great. 

Isaiah foretold, almost two 

centuries in advance, his 

reconstruction of the Temple! 



P a g e  | 55 

 

“That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 

Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” (Isaiah 44:28). 

Isaiah gave this prophecy almost two centuries before Cyrus made his proclamation about 

rebuilding God’s Temple in Jerusalem! 

 

“Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of 

the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.” (Ezra 

1:2).   

 

Not only did God name Cyrus long before he was born, He saw to it that Satan did not succeed 

in having him put to death by his grandfather! He also saw that Cyrus issued the proclamation to 

rebuild the Temple, as God said he would! But there is more. 

 

The Two-Leaved Gates 

 

“Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue 

nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; 

and the gates shall not be shut;” (Isaiah 45:1). Isaiah prophesied that God would make it possible 

for Cyrus to conquer the many kingdoms that ultimately made up his empire. Also, the “two 

leaved gates” would not be shut or locked. This refers to the remarkable way in which Cyrus was 

able to capture the city (and consequently the empire) of Babylon. 

 

The large city of Babylon, with its massive high walls, appeared impregnable from the outside. 

When Cyrus’ armies encamped around the city, the Babylonians only laughed! They could 

survive a siege of years. 

 

Unbeknownst to the Babylonians, however, Cyrus’ men were able to divert most of the 

Euphrates River, which normally flowed through massive gates into the city. Cyrus also had 

gotten a spy into the city, who on the appropriate night had the inner gates along the river 

unlocked. With the lowered river level, the army was able to invade the city by way of the river 

route and through these gates, taking the Babylonians by complete surprise. Part of the 

remarkable fulfillment of the prophecy about the “two leaved gates” is described in Daniel 5, the 

rest in various secular histories. 

 

Jesus’ Prophecies 

 

Jesus was the greatest prophet that ever lived. He predicted many events like the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the temple; the fate of cities; the missionary journeys of his disciples; his death 

burial and resurrection; and the true church that would never die. Let’s go through some of them.  

 

We read in the New Testament of four ancient cities which were beautifully situated near or in 

the shores of the Sea of Galilee. These four cities were Capernaum, Chorazin, Bethsaida, and 

Tiberias. Three of these cities have perished. Only the last named is standing today. 
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The prophecies were given by Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew 11:21-24: “Woe unto thee, 

Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been 

done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  

“But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than 

for you.  

“And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the 

mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained 

until this day.  

“But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, 

than for thee.” 

 

 

 
 

 

Encyclopedia Britannica mentioned Capernaum briefly: “…an ancient city on the northwest 

shore of the Sea of Galilee in Israel, identified with the ruined site at Tell Hum . . . Its fame did 

not prevent the complete disappearance of the name and a long dispute over its location.” (iv. 

826).  

 

George Davis in his Bible Prophecies Fulfilled Today records that “an earthquake destroyed 

Capernaum about 400 A.D. and doubtless Chorazin and Bethsaida perished at the same time.” 

(p.36).  

 

Davis expands: “Ancient Bethsaida’s situation on the shore of the Sea of Galilee had been so 

beautiful that about 700 A.D., King Albalid I of Damascus decided to build a magnificent winter 

palace on the site of the ruined city. For fifteen years his workmen labored erecting the palace. 

Then King Albalid died, and the great palace was never completed. As the centuries rolled by, 

the palace became mere ruins. Today about all that remains of its former grandeur are some 

foundation stones and some unfinished mosaic flooring. Archeologists have covered up this 

mosaic with sand, lest it too should be carried away by vandals, and thus all traces of the palace 

should be lost.” (pp.36, 37) 

 

Davis explains the situation of Capernaum: “For long centuries the synagogue lay buried under 

the earth like the rest of the destroyed city…A man conceived the idea of restoring the ancient 

Jesus lamenting over Jerusalem, 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 

that killest the prophets, and 

stonest them which are sent unto 

thee, how often would I have 

gathered thy children together, 

even as a hen gathereth her 

chickens under her wings, and ye 

would not! 

“Behold, your house is left unto 

you desolate.” (Matthew 23:37-38). 
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synagogue from its ruins. At length part of the walls of the building were re-erected, and a 

number of the pillars were put in their places.  

“Then the unexpected happened. The architect of the partly restored synagogue suddenly died 

just as King Albalid had died centuries ago before his palace in Bethsaida was completed.” 

(p.38). 

 

Unger’s Bible Dictionary sums up the plight of the three doomed cities: “The doom pronounced 

against Capernaum and the other unbelieving cities (Matt. 11:23) has been remarkably fulfilled. 

Tell Hum, it’s now generally accepted site, is a mass of ruins adjacent to Bethsaida and Tabgha, 

and yielded a 3rd century A.D. synagogue when excavated.” (p.108).  

 

Davis concludes the prophecy with comments on Tiberias: “Not one word of judgment was 

pronounced on the city of Tiberias by our Lord. It has been partly destroyed several times but it 

has always been rebuilt.” (p.40) 

 

Davis adds: “Each time we have visited Tiberias and the area around the Sea of Galilee we have 

been impressed anew with the truthfulness and the supernatural inspiration of the Word of God. 

There are the ruins of three cities, destroyed exactly as foretold by our Lord, and one city, 

Tiberias, upon which no word of judgment was uttered, still standing and flourishing after 

nineteen long centuries.” (p.41). 

 

Jesus Lamented of Jerusalem and its coming destruction. Of the Temple he wrote, “And Jesus 

went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the 

buildings of the temple.  

“And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be 

left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Matthew 24:1-2). Jerusalem 

and the temple were destroyed by the armies of Titus in 70 A.D. Many critics believed that the 

Apostles wrote their gospels after the time of 70 A.D. But now manuscript evidence reveals that 

the gospels were written long before that time. Jesus predictions of Jerusalem and the temple 

were accurate, and the church of God knew that it was coming. Many of the Christians fled to 

Pella. They believed Christ and his prophecies.  

 

There was also a prophecy by Jeremiah that predicted this event as well. Telling the tribe of 

Benjamin, “O ye children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, 

and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: for evil appeareth out 

of the north, and great destruction…They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and 

have no mercy; their voice roareth like the sea; and they ride upon horses, set in array as men for 

war against thee, O daughter of Zion.” (Jer 6:1, 22-23). The King of the North as indicated by 

Daniel is the Roman Empire that would exist at the time of Jesus, (see Daniel 11:30-35). At that 

time God would, “set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they 

said, We will not hearken.” (Jer 6:17). Jesus told the church to “Watch,” and “pray” always, 

because, “As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be 

left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Luke 21:6). This was the siege of 

Jerusalem Jesus spoke of. The church warned Judah, Levi and Benjamin fulfilling Jeremiah’s 

prophecy, but Judah and Levi did not heed.  
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Now even before the siege, Titus allowed people to escape, “for Titus let a great number of them 

go away into the country, whither they pleased.” (Jewish War 5:10:1) The followers of Jesus 

who were Galilean/Benjamites obeyed and fled to Pella, migrating eventually to Asia Minor to 

join their fellow Benjamites.   

“The whole body, however, of the church at Jerusalem, having been commanded by a divine 

revelation, given to men of approved piety there before the war, removed from the city, and 

dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella. Here those that believed in Christ, having 

removed from Jerusalem, as if holy men had entirely abandoned the royal city itself, and the 

whole land of Judea; the divine justice, for their crimes against Christ and his apostles finally 

overtook them, totally destroying the whole generation of these evildoers form the earth.” 

(Eusebius, History of the Church 3:5:3.). Most Benjamites from Galilee fled to Asia Minor 

Christian or non-Christian due to the fact that when Rome attacked it, it was the Feast of 

Tabernacles when all families from Judah and Benjamin would have been there. They would 

have fled to Asia Minor because families of fellow Benjamites would have taken them in. 

W.H.M Milner says in his, “Israel’s Wanderings”, states: “The Asiatic Christians (of Asia 

Minor) of the first two centuries were mainly of the Tribe of Benjamin.” 

To the House of Israel 

Jesus gave his disciples a Great Commission. He told them, “These twelve Jesus sent forth, and 

commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 

Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matthew 10:5-

6).  Jesus said, “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matt. 15:24). Have 

you ever wondered what happen to Andrew, James, Thaddeus, Bartholomew and the others? 

Jesus told them to go to the House of Israel, lost ten tribes.  
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The Lost Ten Tribes of Israel were scattered in Phoenicia, Parthia, Britain, and Scythia. Josephus 

said, “…the ten tribes are beyond the Euphrates till now, and are an immense multitude” 

(Antiquities of the Jews, 11:5:2). This is the area of Parthia and Scythia. The original 12 

disciples travelled to these places. (Read our Article; Where did the 12 Apostles go? for details).  

 

Jesus prophesied that the nations of the House of Israel would be the ones who would carry the 

Gospel to the world and be missionaries. He said, “Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of 

God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” (Matthew 

21:43). From this we see that the Gospel of the Kingdom is to be spread abroad by a nation; and, 

once this is recognized it becomes evident that this nation is “the lost sheep of the House of 

Israel” to whom He had sent the Gospel (good news) of the Kingdom. The tribe of Judah rejected 

the Gospel, and Jesus transferred it to the House of Israel. : “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel.” (Matt. 15:24). (Read our booklet USA and British in Prophecy for 

details).  

 

Prophecies of the Apostles 

 

The book of Revelation is the principle book of prophecy in the New Testament. John saw many 

visions of future events that would take place. Here is a summary of prophecies that we go into 

more detail in our other booklets: 

 

 The history and prophecy of the true Church of God 

 The False fallen church and its religion 

 The Beast 

 The last great battle 

 The Great Tribulation 

 The building of the temple in Jerusalem 

 The Two Witnesses 

 144,000 of Israel 

 The wrath of God 

 The Kingdom of God and the second coming of Jesus 

 

The Apostle Peter and Paul also gave prophecies of events that were to come as well.  

 

The Apostle Peter gave a prophecy of Simon the Sorcerer. He prophesied that he would lead a 

false Church that would war against the true church of God (Acts 8). Simon the sorcerer is 

responsible for the Apostasy of the Church, and the church becoming the “whore” of Revelation 

17!  

 

The apostle Paul also writes of this in his prophecy as well. He says, “Let no man deceive you by 

any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of 

sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  

“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 

he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  

“And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  
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“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be 

taken out of the way.  

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 

mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 

wonders,  

“And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not 

the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  

“And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  

“That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

(2 Thess 2:3-12). Notice “the mystery of iniquity doth already work.” Simon the Sorcerer was 

introducing his own Christianity, by mixing Jesus with Paganism. This eventually would lead to 

the great whore of Revelation 17 who has on her forehead, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 

GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (v.5).  

 

The Apostle Paul continually fought against this, people preaching “another Gospel.” Colossians 

the second chapter he wrote about these people: 

 

 “And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.” (v.4) 

 

 “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 

men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” (v.8) 

 

 “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of 

angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 

mind,” (v.18). 

 

Paul wrote that this was “a shadow of things to come;” (v.17). All these prophecies given have 

been fulfilled in the Catholic and Orthodox Churches in our day today. Their philosophies, 

doctrines and beliefs are all found in these organizations. The false fallen church started by 

Simon the Sorcerer that infiltrated the true church of God, and went apostate is the Catholic 

Church today, and has made war with God’s true followers. “And I saw the woman drunken with 

the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I 

wondered with great admiration.” (Rev 17:6).  Just like Peter said of Simons Church, “For I 

perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.” (Acts 8:23). Peter 

perceived that Simon was in the “gall of bitterness and in the bond of lawlessness” 

 

NOTE: This verse has been misunderstood because the King James Version fails to give the full 

force of Peter’s accusation. This verse when understood in the manner  Peter intended is one of 

the most important of the whole chapter. IT IS A PROPHECY! Peter knew the mind of this man 

and what this man was to become. Sir William Ramsay in his Pictures of the Apostolic Church, 

p. 60. He says: “Peter rebuked him in strong and PROPHETIC TERMS. The PROPHECY is 

concealed in the ordinary translation: the Greek means ‘thou art FOR a gall of bitterness and a 

fetter of unrighteousness [lawlessness]’ i.e. a cause of bitterness and corruption to others” 

(emphasis added).  
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Peter was uttering a prophecy by the Holy Spirit. He was telling what this Simon was to become; 

Lange’s Commentary says: “Peter’s words, literally, mean: ‘I regard you as a man whose 

influence WILL BE like that of bitter gall [poison] and a bond of unrighteousness [lawlessness], 

or, as a man who has reached such a state’ ” (Vol. 9, p. 148). 

 

 Not only was Simon, in Peter’s time, a great antagonist to the Church, but he would be the 

adversary of the future. This prophecy is the KEY that opens to our understanding the ORIGINS 

of the heresies mentioned in the letters of the Apostles. Peter clearly knew Simon wouldn’t 

repent. Verse 22 shows that in the original. 

 

What does the “gall of bitterness” mean?  

 

It was a figure of speech adapted from the Old Testament which denoted going over to the idols 

and abominations of the heathen. Read Deuteronomy 29:16-18 and see how plainly this figure of 

speech is used. When the Apostle Peter applied to Simon Magus the phrase “gall of bitterness,” 

he meant that Simon would be the responsible party for the introduction of heathen beliefs and 

idols into Christianity. The prophecy takes on a new and important scope when we realize this 

real meaning of Peter’s prophecy. 

 

No wonder Jude later says, speaking about the very men who followed Simon Magus (including 

Simon himself): “For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old 

ORDAINED to this condemnation” (Verse 4). We can be confident that Peter recognized that 

Satan was going to use this Simon Magus as the GREAT PROTAGONIST OF FALSE 

CHRISTIANITY!  

 

Notice what Eusebius says, after stating that Simon Magus in the days of the Apostles received 

baptism and feigned Christian belief: “And what is more surprising, the same thing IS DONE 

EVEN TO THIS DAY by those who follow HIS most impure heresy. For they, after the manner 

of their forefather, SLIPPING INTO THE CHURCH, like a pestilential and leprous disease 

GREATLY AFFLICT THOSE [a great number of people] into whom they are able to infuse the 

deadly and terrible poison concealed in themselves” (Eccl. Hist. 2, chap. 1, sect. 12). 

 

This is amazing testimony, for Eusebius is telling us that these people were now “Christians” and 

those they were corrupting the entire church as a pestilential disease which hits the whole body. 

 

Notice what he finally says of these “Christians” of SIMON:” “We have understood that Simon 

was the author of all heresy. From his time down to the present those who have followed his 

heresy have feigned the sober philosophy of the Christians, which is celebrated among all on 

account of its purity of life. But they nevertheless have embraced again the superstitions of idols, 

which they seemed to have renounced; and they fall down before pictures and images of Simon 

himself and of the above-mentioned Helena who was with him; and they venture to worship 

them with incense and sacrifices and libations.” 

 

Eusebius is not talking about what he considers distinct heretics outside the Catholic Church. He 

is talking about the MAJOR group IN THAT CHURCH which was continually adding more and 

more on a large scale. He attributes these evils to the “Christians” who followed SIMON 
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MAGUS, They were very active in his day INSIDE THE CHURCH! This led to the great 

apostasy in the Church that Paul prophesied in 2 Thessalonians 2. Simon, he began his false 

ministry in Rome which began what was prophesied in Daniel’s day of the “little Horn” that 

would grow out of the 4
th

 beast which is the Roman Empire that would eventually persecute the 

Church. The prophecies of the Apostles have been fulfilled with amazing accuracy. 

 

Science and the Bible 
 

Although the Bible was written thousands of years ago it contains many scientific facts which 

scientists have only recently discovered for themselves to be true. These facts cannot be 

explained unless those who wrote the Bible were divinely inspired. 

 

Writing 2600 years ago the prophet Isaiah stated that the earth was round. 

 

From our school days we know how the boat crew under the command of Columbus mutinied 

for fear of sailing over the edge of the world and falling down the other side. That was as recent 

as 1492, when the world was considered to be flat, and many other absurd views were held such 

as the belief that the world was being held up by giant elephants and tortoises. Hindus taught that 

it was the movements of these unwieldy animals that produced earthquakes. In fact, it was not 

until the time of the astronomer Copernicus that the earth was said to be round, and even then 

men were almost burned at the stake for saying so - and that was as late as around the year 1500.  

 

Yet 2600 years ago the prophet Isaiah stated that the earth was round. In Isaiah 40:21-22 it is 

written, “Have ye not known ? Have ye not heard ? Have ye not understood from the foundations 

of the earth ? It is He that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 

grasshoppers.” This is a truly remarkable reference to the sphericity of the earth. The word 

translated circle is the Hebrew “khug” which means sphere.  “על חוג “super sphaeram”, Pagninus; 

“globum”, Montanus Vatablus; “super orbem telluris”, Vitringa. 

 

It is also used in Proverbs 8:27, “When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a 

compass upon the face of the depth:” The same word is used here referring to the surface of the 

ocean taking on a spherical shape (the so-called sea level) when God created it. 

 

Writing thousands of years ago Job stated that the earth was suspended in space. 

 

It was not until the 17th century that Galileo and Newton decided that the earth was suspended in 

space, yet the book of Job not only refers to the heavenly bodies Pleiades and Orion, but also 

states that the earth hangs upon “nothing.” 3000 years before Galileo it was written in Job 26:7, 

“He stretcheth out the north over the empty place and hangeth the earth upon nothing.” And yet 

about 1600 A.D. Galileo was almost burned at the stake as a heretic for suggesting that “the earth 

rotated on its own axis.” Science was just 3000 years behind the Bible. 

 

The book of Job stated that air has weight. 

 

Until recently it was thought that air was weightless. Science has now discovered that air does 

have weight, and that all gases have varying weights. Writing thousands of years earlier Job was 
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well aware of this fact, thus in Job 28:25 he writes (God) “establishes a weight for the Wind.” 

(RAV). 

 

In the book of Job and in the book of Psalms it is stated that there has to be an electrical 

discharge to cause rain to fall. 

 

Lord Kelvin made a tremendous impression on the scientific world when he discovered that rain 

will never fall unless there has first been an electrical discharge. Whether the electrical discharge 

is very marked, as in a thunderstorm, or so small it is not noticeable, it has to occur before rain 

will fall. The Bible stated this truth thousands of years earlier. For instance, in Psalm 135:7 it is 

written, “He causes the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for the 

rain.” Or again in Job 38:25, 26 God has “made a path for the thunderbolt to cause it to rain on 

land where there is no one.” (RAV). 

 

Solomon stated that the major wind currents of the world followed well defined circuits and 

patterns. 

 

It wasn’t until the 17th century that Galileo discovered that major wind currents of the world 

followed well defined circuits. Yet 2600 years earlier Solomon declared this fact. Thus it’s 

written in Ecclesiastes 1:6“The wind goeth toward the south and turneth about unto the north, it 

whirleth about continually and the wind returneth again according to His circuits.” 

 

Solomon and Job stated that rain was caused by the evaporation and condensation of water. 

For instance, in Ecclesiastes 1:7 Solomon stated “All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not 

full; (evaporation). To the place from which the rivers come (clouds) there they return again.”  

 

And in Job 36:27, it is written, God “Draws up drops of water (evaporation) which distil 

(condensation) from the mist as rain.” (NIV).  

 

The field of Hydrology (science of water) has taken scientists thousands of years to find out 

about these truths, yet they have been in the Bible all this time, yet man believes he can figure 

these things out on their own instead of looking to the creator for answers.  

 

Although written thousands of years before the invention of the telescope the Bible speaks of the 

vastness of space. 

 

Centuries ago man believed that the stars were merely lights hanging down from heaven and that 

these lights were only a few thousand miles from the earth. However, the Bible not only 

mentions the heavenly bodies Pleiades and Orion but it also states that the stars or host of heaven 

cannot be numbered. This is a fact which has only recently been accepted. 

 

For thousands of years men have spent time trying to count the stars and constellations in the 

heavens. Before the telescope was invented in the 17th century, the total number of stars was 

regarded as practically determined. Ptolemy gave the number as 1056, and Kepler counted 1005. 

This figure has since been tremendously increased and the end is not yet even remotely in sight. 

It is now known that there are well over a 100 billion stars in our own galaxy, with probably 



P a g e  | 64 

 

billions of other galaxies like our own. Most astronomers now agree that it is not humanly 

possible to count all the stars. This would not have been admitted by scientists a few centuries 

ago. But the Bible makes this assertion over and over again. One example is in Jeremiah 33:22 

“The host of heaven cannot be numbered.”  Moreover, the Hebrew word translated “firmament” 

in Genesis chapter 1 when describing the creation of the heavens, actually has the meaning of 

“expanse.” There is no better word to describe the heavens as an “expanse,” as our modern day 

astronomers have found out. God told Abraham, “Look now toward heaven, and tell [count] the 

stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be” (Gen 15:5).  

 

Although the Bible is thousands of years old it speaks of the existence of other planets besides 

our own. 

 

For instance, in Hebrews 1:2 it states, God has appointed His Son as heir of all things, “by whom 

also He made the worlds.” Also in Hebrews 11:3 it states it is “through faith we understand that 

the worlds were framed by the Word of God” 

 

The book of Leviticus taught that the life of a being was maintained by its blood. 

 

In ancient times physicians used to bleed their patients as a cure for certain diseases, but today 

we know that this would only weaken a person still further. However, in Leviticus 17:11 it 

expressly states, “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” Biology has learnt that the life of a being 

depends upon the continued supply of oxygen, water and food to the cells in all parts of the body 

by the blood. The Bible was thousands of years in advance of this medical knowledge. 

 

The Bible stated that man has the same chemical elements as those contained in the dust of the 

ground. 

 

The Bible teaches that the human body is composed of dust or clay from the ground and that 

when a person dies, “the dust will return to the earth as it was” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). Science has 

done its utmost to disprove the statement that, “The Lord formed man of the dust of the ground,” 

however, never yet have they been able to find one single element that is contained in man that is 

not in the dust of the ground. 

 

Moses forbade the Israelites to eat any animal that had died a natural death, revealing knowledge 

of bacteriology. 

 

In Deuteronomy 14:21 Moses forbade the Israelites to eat the flesh of any animal that had died a 

natural death, although they lived in desert regions and their flocks were very essential sources of 

food. This is still regarded as such good advice that similar laws are in force in most civilized 

countries even today. 

 

Moses understood the necessity for a clean water supply and good sanitation. 

 

The subjects of water supply and sewage disposal are of interest and importance to both 

bacteriologists and civil engineers, as well as to the public in general. It was not until the 19th 

century that the significance of a clean and sanitary water supply in the prevention of disease was 
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recognized. But Moses understood modern bacteriology, because he forbade the drinking of 

water from small or stagnant pools, or from water that had been contaminated by coming in 

contact with animals or meat, see Leviticus 11:29-36. 

 

In Deuteronomy 23:12-14 instructions were given for the disposal of sewage by burial. All of 

these sanitary regulations as well as those concerning the personal cleanliness of the body were 

far in advance of the practices in even the so-called civilized countries of the world, until within 

the past hundred years. 

 

Moses understood the need to quarantine certain types of leprosy. 

 

Moses understood the necessity for having laws of quarantine thousands of years before medical 

science thought about it. Certain types of leprosy are contagious and Leviticus 13:45-52 gives 

full instructions as to how a leper should be quarantined and treated. 

 

The Law of Thermodynamics 

 

In physics, the first law of thermodynamics is the law of conservation of energy. This states that 

Energy can be neither created nor destroyed, but can change form, for instance chemical energy 

can be converted to kinetic energy in the explosion of a stick of dynamite. This law alone teaches 

conclusively that the universe did not create itself by natural processes! The present structure is 

one of conservation not innovation. This means that on outside source, a super-natural source 

had to do the creating, “In the beginning GOD CREATED the heaven and the earth” (Gen 1:1).  

 

The second law is known as the Law of energy Decay. The Second Law of Thermodynamics is 

best summarized by saying that everything left to its own devices moves toward disorder—or a 

condition known as entropy. In other words the Universe is proceeding in a downward, 

degenerating direction and disorganization. Material possessions and living organisms 

deteriorate and return to dust. This runs contrary to the theory of Evolution that claims the 

complete opposite! Arthur Eddington a British Astronomer writes: “…If your theory is found to 

be against the second law of thermodynamics I can give you no hope; there is nothing for it but 

to collapse in deepest humiliation (Nature of the physical World, p.74).  

 

Another truth is revealed also by this law as Henry Morris stated, “The Second Law requires the 

universe to have had a beginning” (Scientific Creationism). 

 

So to summarize, these two laws prove that the universe did not create itself, and that it had a 

beginning. If we go back in time to the beginning, to the point when energy and time came into 

existence; Since energy cannot create itself, we can only come to one conclusion, “In the 

beginning GOD CREATED the heaven and the earth” (Gen 1:1). 

 

Is Anything Superior to Your Mind? 

Look about you. You admit that the transmission of knowledge to your mind is limited to the 

channels of your five senses. 
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So now I ask you, do you know of anything that is superior to your mind? 

Look at the planets coursing through the sky. Behold, in its entire splendor, the entire cosmic 

universe, with its suns, its nebulae and galaxies. Yes, they are inanimate. They have no mind, no 

intelligence. They cannot do what you can do - think, reason, plan, and carry out plans according 

to private volition and will. 

The human mind can know, think, reason, plan, and carry out its plans to execution. It can invent 

and produce instruments by which it may acquire knowledge of the vast universe, or of the 

minutest particle. By developing rockets and Computers, man is able to send astronauts to the 

moon and bring them back alive. He can cause rivers to run backward, turn the forces of nature 

to serving human needs. And now he has learned how to release the energy of the atom, and 

utilize a power so vast that man is able at last to annihilate all life from the earth. 

But there remains one thing no man ever has been able to do. He cannot build, make, produce, or 

create anything that is superior to himself! 

A man can take existing materials and out of them build a house. An automobile is almost a 

living thing, but the intelligence and powers required to invent and produce it are superior to the 

thing produced. 

The Supreme Intelligence 

To suggest to you that anything you could invent, make, build, or bring into being could be 

superior in intelligence and ability to you and your mind would certainly insult your intelligence! 

Now let me ask you candidly, do you honestly believe that any power or force of less intelligence 

than your mind produced YOU? 

If you do not believe in God, then you have only the alternative of believing that something less 

than your intelligence produced YOU - that dumb, purposeless UNINTELLIGENCE brought 

into being your intelligence! The only rational possibility is to acknowledge that the very 

presence of the human mind is PROOF that the great First Cause is also the SUPREME 

INTELLIGENCE, infinitely superior to the abilities of mortal man! That Supreme Intelligence is 

GOD! 

The Law of Biogenesis 

 

The law of biogenesis states that life only comes from preexisting life and after its own kind. This 

very important and fundamental scientific law can be credited to the work of Louis Pasteur and 

others. The findings rooted in repeated scientific experimentation and observation can be 

summarized as follows, Omne vivum ex ovo, which is Latin for, “all life is from life.” So Life 

only comes from Life, and after its own kind. So a dog only produces dogs, and cats, can only 

produce cats etc…reptiles do not produce birds as the evolutionists want us to believe, this 

contradicts science! 
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This is in total harmony with the Bible as it states, “And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, 

the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, 

upon the earth: and it was so.  

“And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding 

fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good…And God said, Let 

the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above 

the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  

“And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought 

forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was 

good…And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 

creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  

“And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing 

that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:” (Gen 1:11, 12, 20-21, 24-

26). Life requires a life giver, God is that life that gave life, and designed life to produce after its 

own kind.  

 

Symbiosis — Two Life Forms Living Together 

  

You and I could not live without the flowering plants. Which came first, animals or plants? 

Animals breathe oxygen produced by plants and diatoms in the sea. Plants absorb carbon dioxide 

given off by man and animals as they extract oxygen from the air, and breathe out carbon 

dioxide.  

 

You and I could not live without the helpful bacteria in our bodies. Which came first, the 

bacteria, which cannot live apart from our bodies, or our human bodies?  

 

Flowering fruit and nut trees cannot live without bees and insects to pollinate them. Which came 

first, the plants, or the bees?  

 

Throughout all nature, there are countless examples of symbiosis—two completely different life 

forms, each one contributing to the survival of the other. Obviously, they HAD to come into 

existence at the same time! Yet, this is utterly devastating to the theory of evolution!  

 

These are only some of the many examples of modern scientific knowledge recorded in 

Scripture. Since science only discovered the truth of these facts in the past few centuries this 

proves the Bible was Divinely Inspired. 

 

It has taken scientists thousands of years to find out some of the wonders of the universe yet the 

truth has been hidden all this time in the Bible. Whatever truth science lays bare will in the end 

be found to agree with Holy Scripture. All these scientific truths have been hidden in the Bible 

for a purpose, namely to help maintain and strengthen people’s faith and trust in the Word of 

God. The Bible has proven itself to be reliable since it contains true and correct scientific 

knowledge - and even the very growth of scientific knowledge itself was predicted by Scripture, 

as it stated in Daniel 12:4, “Many shall run to and fro, and KNOWLEDGE shall increase.” 
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7 Proofs of God 
 

One can summarize the proofs of God in 7 ways: 

 

(1) Creation requires a Creator. All matter—meaning the entire universe, our solar system, 

and our earth, has come into existence at some time in the past. This is scientifically 

proved by the absolute FACT of radioactivity; of the disintegration of radioactive U238 

to Pb206, or lead.  

 

(2) LAW requires a Lawgiver. The laws of science are like living forces. The velvety force 

of gravity, unseen, unfelt, except in terms of how much you “weigh,” (meaning, with 

what force does gravity pull your sectional density toward the center of the earth), holds 

our earth at precisely the correct distance from the sun; our moon at precisely the correct 

distance from the earth, affecting our ocean currents, tides, and weather. The laws of 

chemistry and physics are absolute; irrefutable. Those laws require a great Lawgiver!  

 

(3) DESIGN requires a Designer. The intricacy of all nature; of the properties of matter; the 

cleavage properties of minerals, and how they form; the interdependency of all life, from 

the bacteria in your body which help digestion to the role of plants and animals in 

symbiotic relationship; to the design of a snowflake to the shape of a bird’s wing require 

a Designer. 

  

(4) LIFE requires a Life-giver. We know that all life comes only from pre-existing life of the 

same kind! Life does not come from the not-living. You and I came from two parents, not 

one. Every living thing came from previously living things. The LAW of “bio-genesis” is 

absolute! Live comes only from life! There had to be a Great Life-giver!  

 

(5) The SUSTAINING of all life; the operation of all laws, is constant. There is no 

randomness; no breakdown in the system. The dependability of gravity, like the 

dependability of procreation, requires a great Sustainer! There is a great POWER who 

SUSTAINS His creation; who insures that chaos does not reign, but orderly operation of 

laws, powers, energies, forces. The law of inertia never changes, nor do the laws 

governing falling bodies.  “upholding all things by the word of his power” (Heb 1:3). 

 

(6) FULFILLED PROPHECY. There are dozens of prophecies in the Bible which have been 

fulfilled. Over one-third of the Bible is prophecy. Many concerned Jesus Christ’s sojourn 

on this earth in human flesh; His Messiahship; His birth, ministry, death, burial and 

resurrection. All were fulfilled exactly on time, exactly as the Bible predicted. Cyrus was 

named 200 years before his birth. Great empires were predicted to rise and fall—all 

happened just as predicted. The absolute veracity of God’s Word is PROVED, and 

therefore the existence of an Almighty God who guided the hands of His prophets, by 

fulfilled prophecy.  

 

(7) ANSWERED PRAYER. Of course, evolutionists never pray. But there have been 

countless thousands of miraculous answers to prayer—they occur every day! The 

miracles of Christ were real! The intervention of God through miraculous healings is 
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documented down through history! That God answers the PRAYERS of His converted, 

believing people are an absolute proof of God.  

  

Miracles? 

 

It has never occurred to most people that some miracles can be PROVED. But when they think 

about it, it seems rather certain they can NOT be proved. So men have reconciled themselves to 

the fact that they must accept on “faith” the miracles and statements of the Bible. 

 

People today want PROOF! Is it possible to prove that the God of Jesus Christ is a living, active 

God NOW? Can the Bible be proved to be COMPLETELY RELIABLE in its statements? 

 

God himself says that we should require PROOF for our beliefs--“Prove all things; hold fast that 

which is good” (1Thes. 5:21). But is it possible to prove whether or not the statements made in 

God‘s Word are true? YES, it is possible! 

 

There are many, many parts of the Bible which can be put to an acid test as to their validity-and, 

if proved to be true-they will necessarily demonstrate that the men who wrote these scriptures 

were inspired as the Bible claims. This is so because the fulfillment of many Bible statements 

could not have been brought about by human power-but only by DIVINE intervention. 

 

The life of Jesus Christ was a life full of miracles that we read of in the Bible. The healings and 

his resurrection were all miracles that took place during his life time. Are there historical proofs 

that document these miracles took place? And not from Christians, but from non-Christians? 

 

The story of Jesus’ life is basically the same in biblical and secular history. The person who 

came to have a large following in Judea, that He was put to death in Jerusalem by authority of 

the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. No contemporary or successor contradicts the story. 

 

Not even Jewish writers try to deny it. Neither the Roman historian Pliny in the first century, 

Celsus in the second, Porphyry in the third, nor Julian in the fourth questioned the authenticity of 

the New Testament, or insinuated that Christians were mistaken in the authors to whom they 

ascribed the New Testament. 

 

But all agree that in the reign of Tiberius Caesar a growing band of people risked their lives to 

propagate a new religion, sustaining unheard-of persecutions and sufferings with amazing faith 

and courage-and that one of the central tenets of their message was their belief in the literal 

RESURRECTION of Jesus Christ from the dead. Question, would you die, and be persecuted 

for a lie, and you KNEW IT WAS A LIE? The disciples knew better than that! They knew, 

saw and touched the resurrected Christ, and were willing to die for it. The believed the greatest 

miracle of all! 

 

And there is much more evidence! If Jesus did not really rise from the dead, what became of His 

body? If enemies stole it, they would have shown it at every opportunity, for they did everything 

in their power to discredit the story, and killed many of those who told it. They would have 
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paraded that body up and down the streets of Jerusalem to prove the disciples were lying, but a 

body was never produced! 

 

Flavius Josephus is regarded as the premier first century Jewish historian. His writings have been 

quoted by virtually hundreds of authors, including many of the world’s most respected scholars. 

Notice what Josephus writes about Christ, “Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if 

it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works -- a teacher of such men as 

received the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the 

Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst 

us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he 

appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten 

thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from 

him, are not extinct at this day.” (Book 18, chap. 3, emphasis added).  

 

Those who reject its authenticity contend that these words were not written by Josephus but 

rather were added by the Christian church in an attempt to strengthen its argument that Jesus was 

real and that He was the Christ. However the proof is not on their side clearly revealing the bias 

of the skeptics.  

 

William Whiston is a scholar who translated the works of Josephus into English. Whiston after 

exhaustive examination of Josephus’ writings, he concluded that the texts being questioned were, 

in fact, genuine. He drew this conclusion because their style was consistent with that found in 

Josephus’ other writings. Whiston also provided a list of highly respected historians who quoted 

the writings of Josephus and considered them authentic regarding John the Baptist, James, and 

Jesus Christ. These authors included Tacitus in 110, Justin Martyr in 147, Origin in 230, 

Eusebius in 324, Ambrose in 360, Hieronym in 400, Isidorus in 410, Cassiddorus in 510, 

Anastasius in 740, and Johan in 850. 

 

Whiston further pointed out that it would be impossible to have such a volume of honorable and 

accurate testimony regarding John the Baptist and James, whose lives were predicated on the life 

of Jesus, and then refuse to accept similar testimony regarding Jesus, who was of greater 

importance than the other two (The Works of Flavius Josephus, Appendix p. 819). 

 

Those who contend that Josephus’ reference to Jesus is spurious do so because the words appear 

to convey that Josephus embraced Jesus as the Christ. However, William Whiston explains that 

such a conclusion is a mistake. 

  

“This was Christ, or [the] Christ, does not mean that this Jesus was the Christ of God, or the true 

Messiah of the Jews; but that this Jesus was distinguished from all others of that name, of which 

there were not a few, as mentioned by Josephus himself, by the addition of the other name of 

Christ; or that this person was no other than he whom all the world knew by the name of Jesus 

Christ, and his followers by the name of Christians.” (The Works of the Jews, Appendix 819, 

 Emphasis added). 
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Whiston went on to explain that Josephus was not conveying his belief in Christ but rather that 

Christians were named from “this Christ.” According to Whiston, if Josephus was a true 

believer, this passage would have required a much fuller explanation. 

 

 Additionally, it is important to understand that Josephus wrote for both the Greeks and Romans 

and that this particular audience would not have understood who he was referring to if he simply 

used the name “Jesus.” Therefore, according to Whiston, Josephus used the term “Christ,” not to 

convince others that Jesus was the Messiah, but only to differentiate Him from other historical 

figures with the same name. 

 

Whiston then added that all other historians who wrote for the next several centuries understood 

that Josephus was not a believer and that his approach was similar to that of Pontius Pilate during 

the time of Jesus’ crucifixion. According to the scriptures, Pilate ordered a sign to be posted 

upon Jesus’ cross. The sign bore the words: “This is Jesus, king of the Jews.” The fact that Pilate 

ordered this sign did not mean he believed Jesus was the king of the Jews. He only placed it there 

because he was provoked by the Jewish leaders who brought charges against Jesus. These 

leaders wanted the sign to read that Jesus claimed to be king of the Jews. However, because of 

his exasperation with these Jewish leaders, Pilate refused to have these words changed (Jn. 

19:19-22). So the miracles of Jesus can be substantiated by secular historians, as well as the 

bible, and proof that God is true to his word, intervenes in human affairs, and does answer 

prayer.  

 

Pre-Supposition of Critics 

 

The problems with most critics of predictive prophecy are their pre-suppositions that we live in a 

closed system, there is no God, miracles are not possible, and therefore there can be no 

predictive prophecy. So what happens is that they read a book containing prophetic utterances 

and see the fulfillment at a much later date, and therefore conclude that the so-called prophetic 

utterance had to be at a later date. The conclusion of the coinciding of the prophecy with its 

fulfillment is a result of the pre-suppositions and not the evidence of archaeology or the facts of 

history. 

 

James Davis, a former student at Louisiana Tech., who did research in this area, says that 

concerning many critics of prophecy he: “... used to wonder if what these men say really is true. I 

don’t anymore; not since I began seeing how these contentions were disproved again and again 

by archaeology and science. I finally saw that the skeptics are the real enemies of the truth. They 

are the ones who have the biased attitudes and the dogmatic premises. They gave all their 

accusations at first and never quit repeating them. However, one by one, their accusations began 

to dwindle in number and potency as archaeology continued to objectively search and find facts.  

Eventually, I refused to even give critics the benefit of doubt and gave up confidence in them 

completely.” (McDowell, Evidence, vol.1, p.273, emphasis added). The burden of proof is on 

them, they are the ones that have to prove their position, and continually they have been proven 

wrong time and gain.  
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Is the Bible Infallible? 

 

Skeptics assert that the Bible can’t be completely trusted and that it is full of errors, especially in 

areas such as history and science. Because of these “errors,” skeptics cannot accept the Bible as 

being the inspired, infallible Word of God. What is the truth about these so-called errors? Let’s 

look at some examples critics use to support their doubts. 

 

The Two Genealogies 

 

Matthew 1 and Luke 3 both give genealogies of Christ, but they appear to contradict. Actually 

they complement each other. 

 

Matthew’s genealogy is clearly that of Joseph. Matthew recorded it for legal purposes; he was 

writing to prove to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah, and the Jews’ custom in keeping records 

was to trace descent through the father. 

 

Legally, the Jews of Jesus’ day looked on Jesus as a son of Joseph (John 6:42). 

 

Also, Joseph’s lineage was given to emphasize the fact that Jesus had to be born of a virgin. He 

could never sit upon the throne of David if Joseph were His real father, since Jechonias (or 

Jeconiah) was one of his ancestors (Matt 1:11-12). 

 

Jeconiah, called Coniah in Jeremiah 22:24-30, was so evil God cursed him and his descendants 

and said “no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more 

in Judah” (verse 30). 

 

Jeconiah did have children (1 Chron. 3:17) but was childless as far as having any descendants on 

the throne. Joseph’s children could not, therefore, ever sit on David’s throne. How, then, could 

Christ be a descendant of David and qualify to sit on the throne? 

 

Enter the genealogy in Luke 3. Luke’s genealogy is actually Mary’s. According to Jewish usage, 

Mary’s genealogy was given in her husband's name. The original Greek merely says Joseph was 

“of Heli” (Luke 3:23). In fact, Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli, since his father was Jacob 

(Matt 1:16). 

 

Unlike in Joseph’s lineage, there was no block to the throne of David in Jesus’ actual blood 

genealogy through Mary. Her ancestor was David’s other son Nathan (Luke 3:31). To fulfill His 

promise to establish David’s throne forever, God honored Nathan by making him the ancestor of 

the promised King who would sit on David’s throne through eternity (Luke 1:31-33). 

 

But how could Mary transmit David’s royal inheritance-the right to the throne-to her son, since 

all inheritances had to pass through male descendants? According to Israel’s law, when a 

daughter was the only heir, she could inherit her father’s possessions and rights if she married 

within her own tribe (Num. 27:1-7, 36:6-7). 
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Apparently, Mary had no brothers who could be her father’s heirs. Joseph became Heli’s heir by 

marriage to Mary, and thus inherited the right to rule on David’s throne. This right then passed 

on to Christ. Both genealogies had to be recorded to establish Christ’s right to rule on David’s 

throne. 

 

Joseph’s genealogy shows Christ was a descendant of Jeconiah and thus could not sit on the 

throne by inheriting the right through Joseph. It further proves the virgin birth: The curse on 

Jeconiah’s line would have passed on to Christ if He was Joseph’s real son, but he wasn’t-He 

was begotten by the Holy Spirit and was the Son of God. 

 

But Christ was Mary’s son through Nathan by blood and can inherit the throne legally because of 

her marriage to Joseph, whose genealogy shows he was of the tribe of Judah. 

 

Matthew’s “Mistakes”? 

 

Matthew 27:1-9 presents three difficulties, according to skeptics. 

 

The first concerns the death of Judas. Matthew says Judas died by hanging himself. But in 

Acts1:18, Peter says Judas fell. Contradiction? No. The hanging must have been improperly 

carried out, since it resulted in Judas falling from the noose and bursting asunder on the ground 

below. 

 

We don’t have sufficient details to know whether Judas was dead before the fall. He may have 

been hanging dead for some time, and his body decomposed and fell, or he may have slipped 

from the noose. 

 

Matthew’s and Peter’s accounts also differ as to how the 30 pieces of silver were used. Matthew 

says the chief priests bought the potter’s field, while Peter indicates Judas bought the field. 

 

When the two accounts are put together we can conclude that Judas had made arrangements to 

buy the field. But when Judas saw Jesus condemned to death, he felt remorse over his treachery. 

He returned the 30 pieces of silver to the priests and then committed suicide in a potter’s field.  

 

The chief priests used the money to buy this field in Judas’ name to bury aliens in. Biblical 

passages add to each other’s meaning; they do not detract from or contradict each other. 

 

The third “difficulty” is that Matthew 27:9 purports to be a quotation from Jeremiah. But you can 

search the 52 chapters of Jeremiah’s book and you will not find it. So the critics say Matthew 

made a mistake. Instead a similar quotation is found in Zechariah 11:12-13; although Zechariah 

mentions 30 pieces of silver and a potter there is nothing about a potter’s field. 

 

 But people don’t realize that Matthew due to his background wrote a Targum! What is a 

Targum? A Targum is basically a translation and also an interpretation of a text in the Bible, 

using words paragraphs from different books of the bible to explain and interpret texts which 

scribes do! Matthew had the skill to do just that, and this is what we find in Matthew 27:7-10. 
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Matthew strung together a series of prophecies especially from Jeremiah the 19th chapter, and 

also used Zechariah’s prophecy as well, to interpret [Targum], and explain, and show the 

fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy. (Read our booklet Did Matthew Make an Error? For further 

details) 

 

A Bible Mistake? 

John 19:13-15 Luke 23:44-46 

“When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he 

brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the 

judgment seat in a place that is called the 

Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.  

“And it was the preparation of the passover, 

and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the 

Jews, Behold your King!  

“But they cried out, Away with him, away with 

him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I 

crucify your King? The chief priests answered, 

We have no king but Caesar.”  

 

“And it was about the sixth hour, and there was 

a darkness over all the earth until the ninth 

hour.  

“And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the 

temple was rent in the midst.  

“And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, 

he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my 

spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the 

ghost.” 

 

John 19:14 appears to disagree with Matthew 27:45. John describes events before the crucifixion 

and says they took place about the “sixth hour.” Matthew agrees with Mark 15:33 and Luke 

23:44 when he says darkness covered the land after the crucifixion from the sixth to the ninth 

hours. Is there disagreement as to when the crucifixion occurred? 

 

The Jewish state was then under Roman control. John used the Roman reckoning of time 

counting from midnight. To John, the “sixth hour” was six o’clock in the morning. But according 

to the Jews’ reckoning of time, which the other Gospel writers used, this was the First hour of the 

day. The sixth hour, to them, was noon, Roman time. The crucifixion occurred between these 

times. The four versions do not contradict they add to each other. There is no contradiction here. 

 

Is the Word of God infallible? It certainly is. Christ said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 

my words shall not pass away” (Matt 24:35). 

 

Through the centuries, many have tried-unsuccessfully-to discredit or destroy the Bible, “But the 

word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Peter 1:25). 

 

Of what real value is this Word of God? Why has God given it to men? 

 

David said, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105).Without 

that brilliant lamp, this world would be in total darkness. It is only through the light of God’s 

infallible Word that man can ever come to know who he is, where he came from, what is his 

ultimate destiny and by what means he may attain that incredible potential. 

 

Let us all thank the great God for the precious gift of His infallible Word! 


