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Introduction 

 
Babylon’s Beginning 

 

Most people who study history when they think of Babylon, they think of the Babylonian Empire 

under Nebuchadnezzar reign from 605-562 B.C. But the origins of Babylon go much further into 

history than this. This empire started, and was the first empire on the earth; after the time of the 

flood, and the scattering of the people by God all over the earth, and the languages of all human 

beings changed.  

 

Nimrod and his Kingdom 

 

Nimrod “was a mighty hunter before the 

LORD…he began to be a mighty one in the 

earth.” (Gen 10:9, 8). The people even said, 

“Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the 

LORD” (v.9).  The name Nimrod its self 

means, “…Nimrod from ָמַרד, ‘we will revolt,’ 

points to some violent resistance to God. It is 

so characteristic that it can only have been 

given by his contemporaries, and thus have 

become a proper name.” The expression 

“Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD” 

also implies opposition to God, ‘Nimrod was 

mighty in hunting, and that in opposition to 

Jehovah (               , lxx); not before 

Jehovah in the sense of, according to the 

purpose and will of Jehovah… in a simply 

superlative sense.’” (Quotes from K&D Commentary). Nimrod and all the people of the earth 

were rebelling against God. They 

wanted to set themselves up as 

masters of the earth. Nimrod was 

their leader to opposed God “he 

intended, as Jarchi’s note is, to 

provoke him to his face:” (Gill’s 

Commentary).  

 

Nimrod was a “mighty hunter.” In 

opposition to God, and provoking 

God, knowing full well that 

violence was what caused God to 

send a flood. It was the one thing 

that caused God to notice and to 

act. This is what Nimrod did to get 

God’s attention. The mighty hunter 

means, “he was called a mighty 
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hunter, because he was all his days taking provinces by force, and spoiling others of their 

substance; and that he was ‘before the Lord’, truly so, and he seeing and taking notice of it, 

openly and publicly, and without fear of him, and in a bold and impudent manner, in despite of 

him, see Genesis 6:11” (Gill’s Commentary). He was a conqueror of peoples and nations, “It is a 

laconic, but very significant account, and evidently implies that, like the apostles, who were first 

fishers, then fishers of men, Nimrod, from being a mighty hunter of beasts, became a mighty 

ruler of men, giving laws, maintaining military discipline, and establishing a political 

organization. 

 

“In short, he laid the foundation of his great authority and dominion in the same way as the 

Assyrian and Persian monarchs, at a later date, were trained to war and government, by hunting 

in the field.” (JFB Commentary, emphasis added). The corrected translation of Genesis 10:11-12 

reads: “Out of that land [Sumeria] he [Nimrod] went forth [in war] to Asshur [Assyria] and 

[following his conquest] builded Nineveh, and the city of Rehoboth, and Calah. And Resen 

between Nineveh and Calah...”  

 

“And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, 

and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 

Shinar.” (Gen 10:10).  We are told that Babel 

was the “beginning of his Kingdom” Nimrod’s 

Capital. Confirming the Biblical account, “In its 

[Ubiad] culture assemblage are found molded 

clay bricks of uniform shape, the beginnings of 

temple architecture, and artifacts of copper” 

(Ancient Civilizations, p.25).  

 

When Nimrod established his kingdom, “the 

whole earth was of one language, and of one 

speech” (Gen 11:1). Nimrod and his followers 

arrived in Shinar from the east crossing the 

Zagros Mountains of western Iran to reach the 

fertile Mesopotamian plain (Gen 11:2). Between 

the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, Nimrod built Babel. In the Babylonian texts, Babel is recorded as 

Bab-ili and means the “gate of god” (see Bullinger’s Companion Bible). Nimrod had set himself 

up as a god, and he ruled from Babel, and judged the people. If Babel was the “gate of God,” 

then he was the god of the city. He wanted unity among all peoples to consolidate his power. His 

plan was world ruler ship. 

 

The Tower of Babel 

 

The tower that he built was the symbol of his power. He undoubtedly had flags, banners, and 

anthems, and a “name” for his world government in opposition to God (Gen 11:4). If his city was 

named “the city of god” then his kingdom was likely called the “kingdom of god,” as well! 
 

Nimrod’s purpose was consolidation of all the growing families of the post-flood mankind under 

his control. The last thing he wanted to have was his power divided and diluted- “scattered 

abroad upon the face of the whole earth” (Gen 11:4). Remember God commissioned Noah to 
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“replenish” the earth, spreading mankind through the “whole 

earth” (Gen 9:1). Nimrod was deliberately thwarting God’s plan, 

and the work of his servant Noah. 

 

They needed a base, a central rallying point to oppose God. The 

plain of Shinar seemed like an ideal location. There they found 

resources and materials to build a substantial city. But it wouldn’t 

be just any city. “They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt 

for mortar. And they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, 

and a tower whose top is in the heavens; and let us make us a 

name…’’’ (Genesis 11:1-4). It was a symbol of defiance and an 

expression of the self-confident, independent attitude that had 

gotten Adam and Eve and their descendants in trouble. God could 

not allow it to continue unchecked. 

 

Confusion of Languages 

 

God came down and he saw what the people were doing. “And 

the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the 

children of men builded.  

“And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have 

all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will 

be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.” (Gen 

11:5-6). God saw that all the people were in unity against him. 

They communicated with one another, and planned, and purposed 

the overthrow of God’s rule and institute the rule of man. 

Nothing can hold them back since they were one in all things.  

 

“Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that 

they may not understand one another’s speech.  

“So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face 

of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.  

“Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did 

there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did 

the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.” 

(Gen 11:7-9). The builders were unable to communicate clearly 

with each other, and so the building of the Tower of Babel came 

to a halt. Families went their separate ways, to be scattered over 

the face of the earth and eventually to become tribes and nations.  

 

Now Babel was associated with “confusion.” Gill writes, “The 

name of the city mentioned, and the tower also, which signifies 

‘confusion’, as the Septuagint version renders it; and so Josephus 

says the Hebrews call confusion ‘Babel’: perhaps this name was 

given it by the sons of Eber,” Clarke’s Commentary continues, 

“from the mingling together and confounding of the projects and 

 

Artists conceptions of the Tower 

of Babel. Most are fanciful, some 

ridiculous. The tower was almost 

certainly a far less ambitious 

building. The plain of Shinar is 

generally flat and even today a 

building a hundred or so feet 

high can be seen for miles 

around. A tower that “reached to 

heaven” would not have had to 

be any higher to be a landmark 

in this region. 
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language of these descendants of Noah; and this confounding did not so much imply the 

producing new languages, as giving them a different method of pronouncing the same words, and 

leading them to affix different ideas to them.” (emphasis added). To the Hebrews Babel meant 

the “confusion of tongues.” “And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for 

in his days was the earth divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan.” (Gen 10:25).  The 

International Bible Commentary concludes, “Babel: related here to Balal (‘confound’) and 

interpreted as ‘confusion.’ Babel is the universal OT form for Babylon (Akkadian Babili, 

meaning the gate of god). The change was obviously deliberate” (F.F. Bruce, p.123, emphasis his 

and mine).  

 

Archaeological Note- “The Tower of Babel is illuminated by the gigantic artificial mountains of 

sun-dried bricks in southern Babylonia called ziggurats (Assyrian-Babylonian word ziqquratu, 

meaning ‘pinnacle’ or ‘mountain top’). The oldest recovered ziggurat (one of more than two 

Dozen known today) is at ancient 

Uruk (Erech, Gen 10:10; modern 

Warka). It was a vast pile of clay 

buttressed on the exterior with 

brick and asphalt (bitumen), like 

similar ziggurats at Borsippa, Ur 

and Babylon. Built in stages, three 

to seven stories high, they were 

varicolored” (Unger’s Bible 

Handbook, p.57).  

 

 
 

Nimrod Deified 

 

Ancient Nineveh Artifact 

 

 

The Babylonian Mystery Religion 

 

“Babylonia was long known as the ‘Land of 

Nimrod.’ He was afterward deified…” (Halley’s 

Bible Handbook, p.82). Babel was called the “gate 

of god,” that god being Nimrod. The worship of 

Nimrod and his wife Semiramis came out of 

Babylon. When the languages became confused, the 

people’s religion stayed the same, only the language 

changed.  

 

All over the known world the worship of Nimrod 

and his wife is found. “Herodotus, world traveler 

and historian of antiquity, witnessed the mystery 

religion and its rites in numerous countries and 

mentions how Babylon was the primeval source 

from which ALL SYSTEMS OF IDOLATRY 

FLOWED. Bunsen says: ‘[The] Religious system of 

Egypt was derived from Asia and the primitive 

empire of BABEL”’ (David Todd, The Origin of 

Easter, p.11, emphasis added). Mother and Son 

worship can be found all over the world, but all 

originated in the same place Babylon! 

 

The Egyptian god Osiris was the Baal of the 

Phoenicians, the Marduk of the Babylonians, the 

Tammuz of the Semites, the NIMROD OF THE 

BIBLE. All of those gods originated from the very 

foundation of man’s governments-Nimrod and 

Babylon! 
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Law Code Stele of Hummarabi 

  

 
 

 

During Hammurabi reign of more than four decades, he forged 

one of the great but short-lived empires of ancient Mesopotamia 

and laid the basis of the Babylonian civilization that would 

continue for more than a thousand years after his death. 

 

Today, little of Hammurabi’s Babylon remains. The Babylon 

visible to the visitor today is largely that built by 

Nebuchadnezzar. It is Nebuchadnezzar that becomes the most 

famous of all the kings of the Babylon. It is this king that the 

prophets Jeremiah and Daniel confront, and all future prophecies 

of the gentile kingdoms in this world are based.  

 

 

 

 

Hummarabi’s Babylon 

Hummarabi  was the sixth king of 

Babylon (that is, of the First 

Babylonian Dynasty) from 1792 

BC to 1750 BC . He became the 

first king of the Babylonian Empire 

following the abdication of his 

father, Sin-Muballit, extending 

Babylon’s control over 

Mesopotamia by winning a series 

of wars against neighboring 

kingdoms.
 
Although his empire 

controlled all of Mesopotamia at 

the time of his death, his 

successors were unable to maintain 

his empire. 

 

Hummarabi has been sometimes 

(mistakenly) identified with 

Amraphel king of 

Shinar(Genesis14:1), Hammurabi 

was contemporary not with 

Abraham but with Jacob and 

Joseph, Abraham’s grandchildren 

and great grandchildren.  

 

Hammurabi is known for the set of 

laws called Hammurabi’s Code, 

one of the first written codes of law 

in recorded history. These laws 

were inscribed on stone tablets 

standing over eight feet tall (2.4 

meters), of unknown provenance, 

found in Persia in 1901. Owing to 

his reputation in modern times as 

an ancient law-giver, Hammurabi’s 

portrait is in many government 

buildings throughout the world. 
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Babylon the Great 

 
Under Nebuchadnezzar’s leadership, Babylon became the 

greatest and most impressive city of the ancient world. 

 
For several centuries Babylon would play a secondary role in the geo politics of the day because 

of the Assyrian Empire. The Assyrians took away the House of Israel because of their 

abandonment of Almighty God. But in 612 B.C. the Assyrian capital Nineveh fell due to the 

combined forces of Babylon and the Medes.  

 

Seven years later, the Babylonians (also 

known by this time as the Chaldeans) defeated 

the Egyptian forces of pharaoh Necho at 

Carchemish, and Babylon once again became 

the dominant power in the region under the 

leadership of the brilliant Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar was an ambitious and 

capable ruler, who had planned an extensive 

building program of palaces, temples and 

waterways for his capital. Under his rule, 

Babylon would become the most impressive 

city the world had ever seen. 

 

It was at this time that the house of Judah the 

Jews came under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon. There was a moment when both 

Babylon and Judah maintained distant but cordial relations when both were under Assyrian 

domination. The Bible tells us how, about a century earlier, the Babylonians had sent a goodwill 

mission to Judah’s King Hezekiah to congratulate him on his recovery from serious illness. 

Hezekiah had shown the Babylonian emissary the treasure of the Temple, built by an earlier 

king, Solomon. This proved to be a costly mistake (see 2 Kings 20:12-19). 

 

The Babylonians were now the dominant power in the region. Judah continued to sin in God’s 

sight. The Prophet Jeremiah continually warned about the coming doom of Judah. Jeremiah told 

the Jews not to resist the Babylonians, but the Jews would not heed the warning. Jeremiah, due to 

his faithfulness to God, the Babylonians gave Jeremiah freedom to travel and move anywhere he 

wanted to and was spared by Nebuchadnezzar.  

 

Nebuchadnezzar brought the most intelligent and capable of his foreign captives to his court to 

receive special training in the language and literature of the Chaldeans (Daniel 1:3-4). 

 

 

King Nebuchadnezzar 
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The stage was set for an unusual partnership between the great 

Babylonian king and a young Jewish captive named Daniel. 

We find the story of Daniel’s relationship with the king in the 

book of the Bible that bears his name. 

 

Succession of Empires 

 

One night the King of Babylon had a dream that troubled him. 

He called all the soothsayers and astrologers to try and find 

out what the meaning of the dream was. No one knew, but 

one, Daniel the Prophet of God. God revealed the dream to 

Daniel, and told the King of Babylon what it was, and its 

interpretation. “Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God 

of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and 

glory….Thou art this head of gold.” (Daniel 2:37, 38).  

 

Daniel gave the succession of empires starting with Babylon, 

then, “And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to 

thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule 

over all the earth.  

“And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as 

iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron 

that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.  

“And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ 

clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there 

shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou 

sawest the iron mixed with miry clay.” (Daniel 2:39-41). 

Although these were different empires, but it was ONE 

IMAGE! The New Commentary on the Whole Bible, by JFB 

says: “Although the kingdoms are different, they are 

essentially ONE AND THE SAME POWER [Babylon] under 

DIFFERENT PHASES, JUST AS THE IMAGE IS ONE 

THOUGH MADE WITH A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT 

METALS” (p.1170, emphasis mine). Babylon was to exist 

down through the ages to our modern age today. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Dream 

 

In the book of Daniel, chapter 4, another dream greatly 

disturbed the king. He saw a great tree that was cut down to 

the ground until only a stump was left. He once again 

summoned Daniel for an explanation. Daniel explained to the 

king that this dream was a warning from God. The proud tree 

represented Nebuchadnezzar, who would soon be cut down. 

 

 

 

The succession of 

empires was revealed to 

the King. This 

represented Babylon 

throughout the ages to 

our modern day today! 

These represent Babylon 

(Head), Persia (Arms), 

Greece (Torso) Rome 

(Legs). 
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The King did not heed Daniel’s warning. The Bible tells us what happened next, “At the end of 

twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.  

“The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 

kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?  

“While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king 

Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.  

“And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they 

shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that 

the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.  

“The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and 

did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like 

eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.” (Daniel 4:29-33). 

 

For seven years Nebuchadnezzar was insane. 

His finger nails grew long, his body hairs 

grew long, and he caroused around the back of 

the palace for seven long years; While Daniel 

himself was running the government. 

 

Then he was given his sanity back and he 

realized one thing, “And at the end of the days 

I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto 

heaven, and mine understanding returned unto 

me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised 

and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his 

kingdom is from generation to generation:  

“And all the inhabitants of the earth are 

reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to 

his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his 

hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?  

“At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour 

and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and I was 

established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.  

“Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are 

truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.” (Daniel 4:34-37). 

He realized who was in charge of the affairs of men. This should have been a warning to the 

future leaders of Babylon, but they did not heed. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded on the throne by his son, the unpopular Amel-Marduk (562-

560)-the Evil-Merodach of scripture. He, in turn, was murdered and succeeded by his brother-in-

law Nergal-sharra-usur (Neriglissar) (560 -556), a general and son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Following Neriglissar’s death under obscure circumstances, his young son, Labashi-Marduk, 

reigned for three months before being removed in a rebellion. Nabu-na'id (Nabonidus) came to 

him safe. In Daniel, chapter 5, we read that he planned a great feast. In a great show of conceit, 

 

Nebuchadnezzar goes insane 
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he ordered the drinks and the meal to be served in golden goblets and on plates plundered from 

the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

It was during this feast that a hand appeared writing a message on the wall, “MENE, MENE, 

TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  

“This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.  

“TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.  

“PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.” (Daniel 5:25-28). The 

kingdom was finished. The empire was finished. On that night, in October 539 B.C., God 

intervened in the affairs of Babylon again. What happened was a dramatic confirmation of God’s 

earlier hand in history. God had prophesied the end of Babylon, in a detailed prophecy delivered 

through Isaiah, nearly Two hundred years before!  

 

Prophecy of Cyrus 

 

Isaiah prophesied that a future king Cyrus would rise and destroy the empire of Babylon. “Thus 

saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 

before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the 

gates shall not be shut;” (Isaiah 45:1).   

 

The “two leaved gates” that would not be shut or locked is a reference to the remarkable way in 

which Cyrus was able to capture the city of Babylon. With its massive high walls, Babylon 

appeared impregnable from the outside. When Cyrus’ main army encamped around the city, the 

Babylonians laughed! Aware of his advance, they had stored up provisions for many years, and 

could survive a siege indefinitely. 
 

Unknown to the Babylonians, Cyrus was implementing his plan of diverting the Euphrates into 

an old lake. The river level diminished and it allowed the Persians to wade under the gates into 

Babylon under the cover of darkness. 

 

Cyrus apparently had also gotten a spy into the city, who on the appropriate night had unlocked a 

set of gates-the prophesied “double door”-in the wall that stretched along the bank of the river. 

 

Belshazzar’s Idolatrous feast & the 

handwriting on the wall. 
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Through these gates, Cyrus’ army swarmed into the metropolis. The Babylonians were surprised 

and offered no effective resistance. Babylon fell to the Persians. That great city, “And Babylon, 

the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when God overthrew 

Sodom and Gomorrah.” (Isaiah 13:19).  

 

The time of the “head of gold” was over. The arms and chest of silver now controlled and ruled 

Babylon. Then the torso of brass, the Greco-Macedonian Empire came after and defeated the 

Medes and Persians. Alexander the Great wanted to make the capital of his empire Babylon, but 

that plan was thwarted due to his sickness, and then his death.  

 

As Babylon crumbled in the dust of history, the Bible tells of another Babylon-destined to be the 

greatest of them all. The Babylon is found in the book of Revelation.  

 

  

 Archaeology of Babylon 

 

Can these characters in the Bible be confirmed? 

Was Nebuchadnezzar a real person? Yes he was! It’s stamped right on the bricks. 

And what of his illness? Berossus, a Babylonian priest of the 3rd cen. B.C., notes that 

Nebuchadnezzar after he had reigned 43 years “was suddenly invaded by sickness” 

(Contra Apionem 1:20), obviously referring to some unusual malady.  

 

 

Belshazzar’s Feast 

 

“Until 1853 no mention of Belshazzar 

was found in the Babylonian records. 

Nabonidas (555-538 B.C.)was known 

to have been the last king of Babylon. 

To the critics this was one of the 

evidences that the book of Daniel was 

not historical. But in 1853 an 

inscription was found in a cornerstone 

of a temple built by Nabonidas…which 

read: ‘I, Nabonidas, king of Babylon 

not sin against thee. And may 

reverence for thee dwell in the heart of 

Belshazzar, my first-born favorite son’ 

From other inscriptions it has been 

learned that Nabonidas, much of the 

time, was in retirement outside of 

Babylon, and that Belshazzar was in 

control of the army and the 

government, co-regent with his father, 

and that it was he who surrendered to 

Cvrus. This explains how Daniel could 

be ‘third ruler’ in the kingdom” 

(Halley’s Bible Handbook, p.144). 
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Mystery, Babylon the 

Great 
 

Bible prophecy reveals that a 

great military, religious and 

economic superpower “Babylon 

the great” will be dominant in 

today’s world. 

 
The book of Revelation is a book about 

prophecy for this end time. It is filled with 

symbols and prophetic imagery that reflects the 

realities of this modern time. 

 

In Revelation the 17
th

 chapter John reveals, 

being projected forward into time to our day 

today, a great power dominating throughout the 

ages down to our day.  

 

“So he carried me away in the spirit into the 

wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet 

coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, 

having seven heads and ten horns.  

“And the woman was arrayed in purple and 

scarlet colour, and decked with gold and 

precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup 

in her hand full of abominations and filthiness 

of her fornication:  

“And upon her forehead was a name written, 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 

MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (Rev 

17:3-5).   

 

This woman, “sitteth upon many waters: With 

whom the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 

been made drunk with the wine of her 

fornication.” (Rev 17:, 2). The waters are great 

multitudes of people (v.15).  

 

 
 

The Cyrus Legend 

 
Cyrus II-called “the Great”-was king of Persia from 558 to 529 

b.c. He brought the whole of the Near East including mighty 

Babylon-under his rule, from the Aegean Sea to the Indus 

River. Significant among his deeds was his granting of 

permission to the Jewish captives in Babylonia to return to 

their homeland. 

 
 Not only did God call Cyrus by name long before he was 

born, he saw to it that Satan the devil was prevented from 

putting the infant Cyrus to death and thwarting his plan. Greek 

sources — Herodotus, Xenophon and Ctesias — provide 

considerable information about Cyrus’ early life. Notice the 

remarkable story surrounding Cyrus’ birth and childhood, 

according to a version related by Herodotus in his History 

(1,107-130):  

 

Astyages, king of the Medes, was overlord of the Persians. 

Astyages gave his daughter Mandanein marriage to his vassal 

Cambyses, king of the Persians. 

 

From the marriage of Mandane and Cambyses, Cyrus was 

born. Astyages, however, had a dream that the baby would 

grow up to overthrow him. So he ordered his adviser, 

Harpagus, to personally kill the infant. Harpagus, however, 

entrusted the execution to a herdsman named Mitradates. 

 
On finding that his wife had just given birth to a stillborn 

child, the herdsman substituted Cyrus, and reared him as his 

own son. When Cyrus was 10 years old, Astyages discovered 

the deception. In spite of the dream, the king was persuaded to 

let the boy live.When he reached manhood, Cyrus ascended 

the Persian throne (C. 558 B.C.). In 553 he led a rebellion 

against his maternal grandfather. In 550 Astyages marched 

against Cyrus, but his army deserted him and surrendered to 

the Persians. Astyages — the last ruler of Media — was 

captured and dethroned, though he was permitted to live out 

his life in peace. Thus Cyrus became king of the Medes and 

Persians, firmly established on his throne and poised to fulfill 

his amazing prophetic destiny 
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This great woman was also, “drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 

martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration” (v.6). The scriptures 

reveal to us this great power of the woman. She has power over kings, nations, economies, and 

persecutes the church of God!  

 

This peculiar beast and others like it are described in several other places throughout the bible. 

Other prophecies make it clear that they represent a series of regimes that have controlled the 

territory once ruled by the old Roman Empire and its heirs. The Roman Empire fell in A.D. 476, 

but Rome had a continuing influence, particularly on central Europe. A succession of 

governments based on the Roman model have ruled the area for most of the time between the fall 

of the Empire and today. This great harlot has influence that extends far beyond the confines of 

the old Roman Empire. Who is she to wield such extraordinary power? Obviously this is not a 

real person. Like the beast, she is symbolic. She is Babylon again! Not this time limited to a city. 

Babylon is personified as a harlot, a prostitute, 

who seduces and influences the destiny of the 

world.  

 

This Babylon has worldwide influence and 

power. She is called, “…that great city, which 

reigneth over the kings of the earth.” (Rev 

17:18). She sits on the beast guiding and 

influencing it so she can implement her 

doctrines and laws on nations and kings, using 

the beast power, its military to execute her 

will.  

 

Revelation 18 

 

In the 18
th

 chapter the Bible gives us 

information about this city, this woman that 

rides the beast.  “The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and 

fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, 

and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,  

“And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, 

and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.  

“And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty 

and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.” (Rev 18:12-14). 

International trade in the modern world has become one vast intricate network. Massive deals are 

made at a touch of a button. Fortunes hang in the balance, and messages go back and forth 

between computers at the speed of light. Cargoes are sold, resold, diverted and diverted again, 

even as the great container ships and tankers ply the oceans. 

 

Then God intervenes. “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen” (Rev 18:2). The bible mentions to 

collapses of Babylon. The original Babylon and the final and ultimate demise of the modern 

Babylon. Satan the Devil has so deceived people by making them rich (Rev 18:3) through this 

system, yet at the same time partaking in the worship of this Babylon; that almighty God has to 

 

The Woman and the Beast Revelation 17 
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destroy the whole system and stop the deception in its tracks, “For her sins have reached unto 

heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” (Rev 18:5).  

 

One Hour is thy Judgment 

 

In one awful hour, the screens go blank, the telephones stop ringing, as the intricately balanced, 

carefully controlled, ruthlessly enforced network of a final Babylon the great suddenly ceases to 

function. “The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for 

the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,  

“And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and 

decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!  

“For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in 

ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,  

“And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great 

city!  

“And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great 

city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one 

hour is she made desolate.” (Rev 18:15-19; see Isaiah 47). 

 

The people of the world will mourn and wail, but the church of God will rejoice for their 

tormentor the woman will finally be destroyed. “Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy 

apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her… And in her was found the blood of 

prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.” (Rev18:20, 24).  

 

All must see its fall 

 

The whole system of Babylon must be destroyed in the sight of all nations. So entrenched is this 

system in the world, from Nimrod all the way down to our time, God must let all the earth 

witness its destruction. The Babylonian system must be purged from the earth once and for all. 

So, symbolically, “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the 

sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found 

no more at all.” (Rev 18:21). Christ cannot build his new society on the foundations of the old. 

He cannot use its systems, its administrations, its habits or its customs. Those who were deceived 

into prolonging the old system will need to be re-educated. Christ will have to start again, with 

new administrators who have learned; over the centuries, to think like he does, and who have 

proved they will be competent and loyal in applying and enforcing the laws of God. 

 

Come out of Her 

 

In today’s world this system has its tentacles in every aspect of life. The Babylonian economic, 

governmental, and religious system has control of the entire world. This world is in a state of 

“confusion.” It believes that this system is the system that will save mankind, physically and 

spiritually.  

 

During the last hundred years, many who lived and are presently living in the developed world 

have enjoyed a standard of living and prosperity greater than anything that has ever gone before. 
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What in earlier times would have been considered the height of 

luxury we now take for granted. Yesterday’s marvels are today’s 

trinkets. Progress and prosperity are not wrong of themselves, for 

it is God’s will that we be in health and prosper (III John 2). But 

not if it means compromising with what is right. 

 

The Bible says that we Christians even though we live in the 

world, we should not be “of the world” (John 17:6).  John said, 

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 

any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 

the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 

world.” (1 John 2:15-16). Christians are living in this 

environment of sin. The whole Babylonian system is based on 

these things; the “get” system which is lust, and not the “give” 

system of love which is God’s law contrary to man’s law of 

“get.” 

 

Christians should not let this system of Babylon affect their 

spiritual condition. God says, “Come out of her, my people, that 

ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 

plagues.  

“For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath 

remembered her iniquities.  

“Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her 

double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled 

fill to her double.” (Rev 18:4-6). There are Christians, God’s 

people that are in her, partaking in the ways of the world. As 

people around them sell out on their principles and conscience for 

a few more years of materialism, will this end-time generation of 

the Church have the faith and the conviction to hold fast? In the 

face of mounting opposition, will the richest, most materialistic 

Christians who have ever lived, when they are persecuted for 

their faith, be able to face poverty, become social outcasts, and 

endure persecution as those who preceded them in the faith so 

often had to do? Will they claim that promise and endure to the 

end? “When the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on 

the earth?” asked Jesus in Luke 18:8. It depends on the decisions 

that are being made even now. Spiritual muscles, like physical 

ones, cannot be built instantly. When Babylon the great is 

unleashed on this earth, it may be too late to begin building 

enduring faith. That is why Jesus Christ tells his Church to 

always be in a state of readiness, and not to put undue trust in 

material possessions. 

 

Rome and Babylon 

The “Babylon” passages in 

Revelation, (Revelation 14:8; 

16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21) are 

widely recognized today as being 

in a prophetic end-time context, 

referring to a great world power. 

 

This power is said “is that great 

city, which reigneth over the kings 

of the earth.” (Rev 17:18). This is 

the woman, the little horn, the 

second beast, which all have been 

identified as one and the same 

entity. This city is Vatican City, 

the city of Rome. It reigned over 

the earth in John’s time. It reigned 

over the earth during the middle 

Ages and inherited the Roman 

Empire with the state power (see 

Vatican’s Billions by Avro 

Manhatten).  

 

Are the people of Rome from 

Babylon? “When the Bible speaks 

of Babylonians and Tyrians being 

the Romans of prophecy — the 

Romans of our day — it means it! 

The very descendants of those 

ancient Babylonians and Tyrians 

are now found in Italy.  And, even 

secular history puts them there!” 

(Article; Race Change in Italy, by 

Ernest L. Martin). 

 

 
 

Vatican City and all of Rome is the 

city of the Pope. 

 


