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Just what is the “unpardonable sin? Many converted Christians believe that they 

have committed it. Can a Christian sin? If a Christian does sin, will God forgive 

him? 

What about unbelievers? Have they committed it and therefore not be saved?  

 

Many Christians believe that when a Christian sins, and has trouble overcoming, 

that he or she cannot be forgiven. They feel that sin has a hold on them, and they 

struggle all their lives trying to get over certain sins, and therefore they feel that 

God will not forgive them-They have committed the “unpardonable sin.”  

 

Others believe that if they just sin once, and depending what the sin is, usually a 

sexual sin, they believe God will not forgive them; they have committed the 

“unpardonable sin.” Does God forgive a Christian for committing sins? Can a 

Christian sin even after he or she is converted? 

 

The Holy Spirit 

 

Jesus spoke of the unpardonable sin. He said, “Verily I say unto you, All sins shall 

be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall 

blaspheme:  

“But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is 

in danger of eternal damnation:” (Mark 3:28-29; see also Matthew 12:24-32). This 

was after he healed a man who had a demonic spirit in him; and they said of Jesus, 

“He hath an unclean spirit.” (v.30, see also v.22).  

 

They rejected the power of God-the spirit of God, and what God’s power did, 

cleansing the man of that demonic spirit, “…they knew in their own consciences 

they were works which were wrought by the finger and Spirit of God, and so were 

guilty of the sin against the Holy Ghost; the unpardonable sin,” (Gill’s 

Commentary). They were consciously aware of what was happening-they were not 

ignorant of the fact that God performed a miracle and they refused to accept it! So 

the unpardonable sin has to do with accepting or rejecting the spirit of God. 

 

What is Sin? 

 

The definition of Sin has been muddled through the centuries; many have their 

own definition of sin. Many say, “sin is displeasing to God;” “Sin is something 

God detests” etc.… But what is the definition of Sin from the Bible’s point of 

view? 
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“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression 

of the law.” (1 John 3:4). What Law? “The law” means the “law of God in the 

fullest sense…” (Vincent Word Studies) Other scriptures corroborate this: 

 

 “For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou 

commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the 

law.” (James 2:11) 

 

 “Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I 

commanded them:” (Joshua 7:11) 

 

 “We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, 

and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy 

judgments:” (Daniel 9:5). 

 

 “Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD, 

he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, 

neither were they obedient unto his law.” (Isaiah 42:24). 

 

 “Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make the LORD'S 

people to transgress….If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge 

him: but if a man sin against the LORD, who shall intreat for him?” (1 Sam 

2:24-25) 

 

So sin is breaking the law of God! But what does breaking the Law of God have to 

do with the rejection of the Holy Spirit? Everything! 

 

Receiving the Holy Spirit  

 

When does one receive the Holy Spirit? “Repent, and be baptized every one of you 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 

the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). After repentance, and baptism, then a minister would 

“then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost [Spirit].” 

(Acts 8:17).  

 

When one makes a conscious decision to repent (meaning to start going God’s 

way-his law, and not your way see Romans 2:4) and be baptized accepting the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ for your sins and burying the old man and walking in 

newness of Life (see Romans 6), and then one receives the Holy Spirit-meaning 
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accepting the spirit of God. This is the definition of a Christian! “Now if any man 

have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” (Rom 8:9). 

 

This is contrary to the dictionaries definition of a Christian. The Merriam 

Webster’s Dictionary says, “…a person who believes in the teachings of Jesus 

Christ.” Interesting, the Bible says that, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou 

doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.”(James 2:19). The demons 

themselves know and believe in God, but they “tremble.” Why? They don’t obey 

God-their works are evil! A Christian is a person who has the Holy Spirit dwelling 

inside of them and OBEYS GOD as we shall see.  

 

The first half of that verse in Romans 8 says, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the 

Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.” This process is the “begettal” 

stage, of one being begotten, then eventually “born again” into God’s family (Read 

our booklet What is the Purpose of Human Life? for more details). It’s by the sprit 

God begets children so they can be in his kingdom. This happens during the 

baptismal ceremony. 

 

What happens at the receiving of the Holy Spirit? 

 

After the spirit of God is in the converted Christian, what takes place? The LAW 

OF GOD is written on our hearts and God’s divine nature is given to us-the “gift of 

righteousness” (Rom 5:17). God’s law is his righteousness, his way (Isaiah 64:5; 

Psalm 119:172), and the only way to receive that gift and obey is by the spirit of 

God.  

 

Paul wrote, “because the love of God [1 John 5:3 God’s law] is shed abroad in our 

hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” (Rom 5:5). God says, “I will put 

my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a 

God, and they shall be to me a people: ” (Heb 8:10; see also Jer 31:33). Once the 

law of God is written on one’s heart, the Christian is “led by the Spirit of God,” 

(Romans 8:14) “walk[ing]” “after the spirit” (Rom 8:4) and the “the righteousness 

of the law might be fulfilled in us.” So it’s not just belief its obedience. The 

demons believe and tremble. Jesus said many would come in his name, but he 

declares “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 

7:23), and these are people that call him “Lord” (v.22). Jesus said that those who, 

“doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” (v.21) shall enter into the 

Kingdom. Jesus and the Father command Obedience!   
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The Mind of God 

 

Where are all one’s words, thoughts, ideas, created? In one’s mind! God’s words 

also originate in his mind-And the spirit of God is the “mind” of God. 

 

“For who hath known the mind [“Spirit” Old Test quote Isaiah 40:13] of the Lord, 

that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:16).  

 

The book of Romans says, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 

out!  

“For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?” 

(11:33-34). Notice, God mind [spirit] contains his ways, his judgments, wisdom, 

and knowledge- This is his law (see Isaiah 64:5; Deut 4:6; Lev 18; Hosea 4:6).    

 

Man’s mind contains his wisdom, creativity and his morality. (1 Corinthians 

2:11).God’s mind, his spirit contains the same; his thoughts, his morality, and his 

nature which is his law, “For we know that the law IS spiritual:” (Rom 7:14)  

 

The Bible even reveals that the spirit of God and the words of God are practically 

one and the same, “Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse 

said, and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and 

the sweet psalmist of Israel, said,  

“The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.” (2 Samuel 

23:1-2). The spirit and the word spoken of here are one and the same. Where do 

words, thoughts and morality originate? In the Mind!  

 

Again, “Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will 

make known my words unto you.” (Proverbs 1:23). 

 

Jesus said, “…the words that I speak unto you, they ARE SPIRIT, and they are 

life.” (John 6:63).  

 

When the prophets received the words of God, God sent his spirit and put his 

words in their minds, and then the prophets spoke the inspired words of God. “As 

for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, 

and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 

out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the 

LORD, from henceforth and for ever.” (Isaiah 59:21).  
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Now we can understand what Jesus meant when he spoke of his word “abiding” in 

us; they are not two separate things, but one and the same thing. Words and 

thoughts are conceived in the mind, and then performed. So then if we continue in 

his law, the Holy Spirit dwells in us and his word is in us. As Paul said, “the 

sword of the SPIRIT, which IS the WORD of God:” (Eph 6:17). 

 

“And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And 

hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” (John 

15:9-10; 1 John 3:24). So the words of God and the spirit of God are one and the 

same, these are the thoughts, wisdom, Judgments, commandments of God given to 

us and written on our hearts; this is the evidence the we have the Holy Spirit by 

keeping his law! 

 

Can a Christian sin? 

 

One fact that seems no one in the church wants to want to talk about is that the 

Christian-the spirit begotten Christian can and will sin!  

 

There are different types of sinners-the various ways that people transgress the law 

of God! There are the sinners that sin: 

 

 In ignorance-“Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin 

through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD 

concerning things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of 

them:” (Lev 4:2). This is worldly sinner who just goes about his daily 

business thinking he has done nothing wrong totally ignorant of the law of 

God and his way.  

 

In fact, in Romans the second chapter speaking of the heathen that do not 

know God, Paul says, “For as many as have sinned without law shall also 

perish without law” (v.12). They have no knowledge of the law of God and 

perish without the knowledge of God.  This is why he said, “without the law 

sin was dead.” (Rom 7:8)  Why? “…for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 

(Rom 3:20). Without the knowledge of the law you don’t know what sin is! 

So sin is dead through ignorance. 

 

 Sinning knowingly and willingly!  “For in me (that is, in my flesh) no good 

dwells, I know; the wish is there, but not the power of doing what is right.  

“I cannot be good as I want to be, and I do wrong against my wishes.  
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“Well, if I act against my wishes, it is not I who do the deed but sin that 

dwells within me.  

“So this is my experience of the Law: I want to do what is right, but wrong 

is all I can manage;” (Romans 7:18-21 Moffatt Transl.). This is the 

Christian! The Christian, who sins and is aware of what he or she has done, 

and repents of it, asks for forgiveness (1 John 1:7-9).  This type of sinner is a 

sinner who “overcomes” the world and continually strives to overcome his 

or her bad habits and nature, “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 

the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” (Rev 2:7). This 

is the overcoming sinner.  

 

 Sinning “Willfully”-“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 

knowledge of the truth,” (Heb 10:26). This is sinner with a hostile spirit, a 

clear rejection of God and his spirit. In the Old Testament this is one who 

sins, “presumptuously,” (Num 15:30). This person is one who knows the 

way of God and has received the Holy Spirit and has rejected it totally; this 

person would rather live in his or her sin and reject the law of God and will 

not repent under any circumstances.  

 

Old Testament Sacrifices 

 

Now when one reads of the Old Covenant sacrifices, one can see that there is a 

sacrifice given for the first two types of sinners, the ignorant and the knowing 

sinner, who is aware of his or her sin and is overcoming. The animals paid the 

penalty for the sinner, and the blood covered their sins.  

 

Notice: 

 

“Then it shall be, if ought be committed by ignorance without the knowledge of 

the congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one young bullock for a burnt 

offering, for a sweet savour unto the LORD, with his meat offering, and his drink 

offering, according to the manner, and one kid of the goats for a sin offering.  

“And the priest shall make an atonement for all the congregation of the children of 

Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: and they shall bring their 

offering, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD, and their sin offering before the 

LORD, for their ignorance:  

“And it shall be forgiven all the congregation of the children of Israel, and the 

stranger that sojourneth among them; seeing all the people were in ignorance.  
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“And if any soul sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first 

year for a sin offering.  

“And the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when 

he sinneth by ignorance before the LORD, to make an atonement for him; and it 

shall be forgiven him.  

“Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is 

born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among 

them.” (Num 15:24-29). The sin is forgiven because the sin “come to his 

knowledge:” (Lev 4:28), and was repented of and a sacrifice was given.   

 

For the repentant sinner-the person with the knowledge of sin, the sacrifice of 

animals also paid the price for their sins and the blood covered their sins and there 

was no condemnation-the sacrifice we find in the sin, guilt and trespass offerings. 

 

This source explains that in the Old Covenant, there were sacrifices made for those 

who sinned knowingly and willingly, but were atonement for by sacrifice: 

 

“…sacrificial atonement is not barred to the premeditated or intentional sinner who 

repents. When the intentional/deliberate sinner’s attitude ‘changes to one of 

repentance, the whole situation is altered.’ The high-handed nature of the sinner 

refers to his chosen state of defiance and unrepentance, ‘but not to the deliberate 

sinner who has mitigated his offense by his repentance.’ 

 

“As a matter of fact, there are several instances in which deliberate- sins can be 

atoned for by a ‘guilt offering’ (asam). The sins of acting deceitfully in regard to a 

deposit or a security entrusted, or robbery (vss. 2-3), may be forgiven and atoned 

for by means of a ‘guilt offering’ (Lev 6:1-7; [5:20-26 in Hebrew]). This ritual 

requires the offender to make restitution (Lev 6:5), to repent and confess his sins 

(Lev 26:40; Num 5:6-7), and to bring a ram for his guilt offering (Lev 6:6-7). It 

should be emphasized that the insistence of the prophets on repentance is not an 

end in itself but is to lead to action whereby the wrongdoing is rectified (Isa 1:13-

17; 58:6-12; Mic 6:6-8). This is an articulation of the Mosaic Law regarding 

deliberate sin. 

 

“In Leviticus 5:1-5 the law of the asam offering is promulgated. The sins 

enumerated distinguish them from Leviticus 4, where the unintentional sins are 

listed with the hattat offering, in that the sins are deliberate: 

 

(1) The withholding of evidence (Lev 5:1) is intentional.  
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(2) The contact with an unclean thing, namely a carcass (5:2) or human 

uncleanness (5:3), gives the impression of being intentional. 

  

(3) the uttering of a rash oath (5:4) seems also to be deliberate.” (The Sanctuary 

and the Atonement, by Gerhard F. Hasel. p.102, emphasis added).  
 

Now for the sinner who sins “willfully” in the Old Testament or “presumptuously” 

there is NO sacrifice for sin. That person was killed “without mercy” because he 

or she “despised the word of the LORD” (see Numbers 15:30-31). This person 

hated the words or the spirit of God and rejected them so, “that soul shall utterly be 

cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.”  

 

Examples of Christians Sinning 

  

Are there examples in the Bible of Christians sinning? Yes! Absolutely! 

 

Peter asked Jesus, “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? till seven times?  

“Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy 

times seven.” (Matthew 18:21-22). Notice Peter said, “my brother sin against me.” 

Who is he speaking of? Fellow Christians obviously! We all in the church are 

called brothers and sisters in Christ. John said, “If any man see his brother sin a 

sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin 

not unto death…” (1 John 5:16).  

 

Jesus said to “forgive” your brother who sins because God always forgives, and 

Jesus said you want God to forgive you, you must be like God and forgive those 

who sin against you (Matthew 6:12, 14). This is the attitude we must have in the 

church, to continually forgive when someone asks for forgiveness and repents, “If 

thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.” (Luke 

17:3). 

 

The Bible says God is, “…ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them 

that call upon thee.” (Psalm 86:5).  

 

“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him 

return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 

will abundantly pardon.  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

LORD.” (Isaiah 55:7-8).  
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And when God forgives the slate is wiped clean, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out 

thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” (Isaiah 

43:25). As God says His ways are not our ways. God always forgives and always 

forgets. Men on the other hand rarely forgive and never forget! 

 

Now notice what John says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us.  

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9). And how are we cleansed? Through 

the sacrifice and the blood of Jesus Christ-our atonement for sins! 

 

“And if any man sin, we have [we Christians] an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous:  

“And he is the propitiation [Grk. Hilasmos “atonement sacrifice”] for our [we 

Christians] sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world: (1 

John 2:1-2). Just like the Old Testament sacrifices for sinners who knowingly and 

willingly sin due to old habits and shortcomings but repent, we have a sacrifice for 

sin, Jesus Christ. In fact we must remember God Law IS Grace, “Be gracious to 

me THROUGH YOUR LAW” (Psalm 119:29 NIV) and we are “under Grace.” 

which is his Law, including the sacrificial system! The sacrificial system is still in 

place, but now the sacrificial victim is Christ. Christ is now our Sin, Guilt, and 

Trespass offering for sin, not the blood of bulls and lambs. 

 

In the book of Hebrews it speaks about the sacrificial system of the Old Testament. 

Keep in mind that the context is a “body hast thou prepared me” and “sacrifices for 

sin” meaning the sacrificial victims not the LAW! (Heb 10:5, 6). It goes on to say, 

“Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first [victims 

to sacrifice], that he may establish the second [the sacrificial victim Jesus].  

“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all [meaning permanently].  

“And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins [permanently; this is why God had “no 

pleasure” (v.6) in them]:  

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever [Jesus sacrifice 

takes care of the sin problem once and for all], sat down on the right hand of God;” 

Jesus is the perfect sacrifice, his blood cleanses our sins and are never brought 

back and we are never reminded of them again, something that the blood of bulls 

and goats could not do (Hebrew 10:1-3). Jesus blood takes away sins permanently, 

and with this sacrifice there is no need to sacrifice again. When we sin, his 

sacrifice is sufficient enough to “cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7).   
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The priesthood, also is still in place but now it’s Christ who is High Priest “For the 

priesthood being changed [Grk. metatithēmi “Transfer” (Strong’s #3346)], there 

is made of necessity a change [Grk. Metathesis “Transfer” (Strong’s #3331)]also 

of the law.” (Heb 7:12).  The law of the Priesthood got transferred from the Levites 

to the permanent priesthood of Melchisedec who is Jesus Christ. This Priesthood 

was superior to the Levitical Priesthood. 

 

The High Priest always subject to death, then was preplaced (Heb 7:23). But with 

Jesus, “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable 

priesthood.” (.24). The Levitical Priesthood was comprised of fallen men, with sin. 

Jesus however is the perfect High Priest who is without sin and makes intercession 

for us as the scripture says, “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, 

harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 

“Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his 

own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up 

himself” (vv.26-27). Clearly, the Priesthood of Jesus Christ is superior to the 

Levitical Priesthood. But does this change the Law of God? No! The duties of the 

Priest are still the same, be it the Levitical or the Melchisedec Priesthood. 

 

The New Covenant Sacrifice 

 

In The New Covenant, the sacrifice of Christ pays the penalty for the repentant 

sinner and there is no condemnation. “There is therefore now no condemnation to 

them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

(Rom 8:1), and our sins are gone permanently, something that the blood of bulls 

and goats could not do, for  “in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made 

of sins every year…For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should 

take away sins [permanently].  

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days… And their sins 

and iniquities will I remember no more.” (Heb 10:16-17). This is why now with 

Jesus in the New Covenant we have “better sacrifices than these” (Heb 9:23).  

 

When a Christian sins, “God hath set forth to be a propitiation [Grk. hilastērion 

“Atoning victim” (Strong’s #2435)] through faith in his blood, to declare his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 

God;  

“To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” (Rom 3:25-26).   
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The “remission of sins” means, “ ‘Passing over.’ The word used here πάρεσιν  

paresin occurs no where else in the New Testament, nor in the Septuagint. It means 

‘passing by,’ as not noticing, and hence, forgiving.” (Barnes Notes). Jesus is the 

Atoning victim, and God passes over our sins after baptism, without condemnation 

because of the blood of Jesus Christ. If we continue in his Law, we are under the 

blood of Jesus and there is no condemnation for the Christian when he or she sins. 

One can see God’s grace in his Law! 

 

The Apostle Paul Sinned! 

 

The Apostle Paul sinned and told people in the church who were sinning to repent!  

 

The Apostle Paul struggled with sin as did many others in the church of God.  Paul 

recognized that there is a struggle within the Christian. “This I say then, Walk in 

the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  

“For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these 

are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 

would.”(Galatians 5:16-17). The RSV translates this part of the sentence, “the 

desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are OPPOSED to each other, to 

prevent you from doing what you would” (Gal. 5:16-17). 

 

What “you WOULD,” what you really want to do, now that you have become 

spiritually minded, is to DO RIGHT -- go the WAY of God’s Law -- be LED by 

God’s Spirit. But is it easy? 

 

Paul dealt with this personally in his own life. He said, “What shall we say then? Is 

the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not 

known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” (Rom 7:7). The Law of 

God is the knowledge of sin. The apostle John wrote the same thing, “Whosoever 

committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” 

(1 John 3:4). Man by himself can never know what sin is, right or wrong. Only 

God his creator can tell him what it is. God’s nature, his law defines what sin is. 

 

Paul continues, “But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all 

manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead.” (v.8). The first part 

of the verse that says “sin, taking occasion by the commandment” Vines explains, 

“Emphatic, expressing the relation of the law to sin. The law is not sin, but sin 

found occasion in the law. Used only by Paul. See 2 Co 5:12; Gal 5:13; 1Ti 5:14. 

The verb αφορμάω means to make a start from a place. Αφορμή is therefore 

primarily a starting-point, a base of operations. The Lacedaemonians agreed that 
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Peloponnesus would be αφορμὴν ικανὴν a good base of operations (Thucydides, 

i., 90). Thus, the origin, cause, occasion, or pretext of a thing; the means with 

which one begins. Generally, resources, as means of war, capital in business. 

Here the law is represented as furnishing sin with the material or ground of assault, 

‘the fulcrum for the energy of the evil principle.’ Sin took the law as a base of 

operations.” (Emphasis ours and theirs). Sin looks at the commandments of God as 

a starting point. From there you have knowledge of the commandment, then, 

“…when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death.” (James 1:15). This process wrought in Paul “all manner” of 

“concupiscence” meaning “evil conduct.”  

 

Clearly Paul is telling his audience about the struggles he has with sin, either by 

ignorance or purposely, as he reveals in chapter 7 verses 15-20, “For that which I 

do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.  

“If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.  

“Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.  

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 

present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  

“For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.  

“Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in 

me” (Romans). Notice, Paul is not talking about how he formerly DID, before 

conversion. He is speaking in the PRESENT TENSE. He is telling us of the 

struggle against sin that even the apostle Paul experienced. So Paul says that in him 

-- in his human flesh -- his human nature -- no good dwells. The ONLY good that 

can be in us is CHRIST in us, by His Holy Spirit and that the “law is holy, and the 

commandment holy, and just, and good.” (Rom 7:12; Gal 2:20). 

 

The church of God in Corinth was struggling with sin, and Paul told them to 

repent. “It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such 

fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have 

his father's wife.” (1 Corinthians 5:1).  

 

Paul then told the church to forgive the sin that was committed, “So that 

contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a 

one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow [repentance].  

“Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him.” (2 

Corinth 2:7-8). As Jesus told his church to do, forgive your brother who has 

wronged you, as God forgave him. God knows and understands our struggles and 

that we are overcoming, as the Psalmist says, “The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.  
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“He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.  

“He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our 

iniquities.  

“For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them 

that fear him [we overcoming Christians].  

“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions 

from us.  

“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him.  

“For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.  

“As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.  

“For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no 

more.  

“But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that 

fear him, [we Christians that struggle with sin and obey and fear the Lord] and his 

righteousness unto children's children;  

“To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to 

do them.” (Psalm 103:8-18). Those that keep the commandments of God receive 

forgiveness when any of them sin; they repent and ask for forgiveness and through 

the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, their sin is cleansed! 

 

So Christians, no matter what kind of sins they have committed as long as they are 

in this repentant overcoming stage they will be forgiven of their sins. 

 

Willful Sinner 

 

 In the Old Testament we have seen that the willful sinner the one who sins 

“presumptuously” was put to death. Will it be the same for the person in the New 

Testament? Remember God does not change his ways (see Malachi 3:6; Heb 13:8).  

 

The Greek word here in the letter to the Hebrews for “willfully” is “hekousios” 

(Strong’s # 1596). This means, “…willfully…of free will. See lxx, Num 15:3. The 

willful sin is the abandonment of Christianity [of one’s own free will]…” (Vines). 

 

Hebrews says, “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of 

the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,” (Heb 10:26). After the 

Christian receives the knowledge of the truth, which we receive by the spirit of 

God, and we sin “willfully” “presumptuously” of our own free will reject the truth 

of God-the SPIRIT OF GOD, there is NO SACRIFICE for sins just like in the Old 

Testament! One is no longer under grace but CONDEMNATION! 
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Hebrews goes on to say, “But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 

indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. [in the Lake of Fire] 

“He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:  

“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 

trodden under foot the Son of God,[an  expression of “ruthless contempt” (Popular 

NT)] and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 

unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” (vv.28-29). 

 

Notice, this sinning WILLFULLY is connected with doing “despite unto the 

SPIRIT of grace” – This word “despite” is “enubrizō” (Strong’s #1796). It means 

to “insult.” Strong’s says it comes from the word “hubrizō” (5195). Bullinger’s 

Companion Bible compares Acts 14:5 with Hebrews 10:29 as well and it means to 

entreat “spitefully” To be spiteful or despiteful means hatred, contempt;  and 

synonym is “in defiance of” (Thesarus.com under “Despite”). This sounds d a lot 

like the rejection of, or blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, and there is no 

forgiveness, but condemnation!   

 

The attitude of sinning “willfully” is total rejection and hatred towards God of 

one’s own free will, after he has received the knowledge of the truth. If he or she 

decides that they will no longer WANT to go GOD'S WAY, deliberately and 

intentionally changes their OVERALL ATTITUDE, and desires, and CHOOSES 

the world and its ways -- deliberately chooses a life of rebellion, comes to have 

contempt and disregard for God’s Law, then that man or woman either has done or 

is in danger of doing despite to God's Holy Spirit which a merciful and loving God 

had GIVEN by grace! It is a conscious decision that the person makes; surely 

SUCH A MAN OR WOMAN is in grave DANGER of BLASPHEMY AGAINST 

THE HOLY SPIRIT! 

 

The law was mentioned in this passage and it is found in Numbers the 15
th
 chapter 

of “ the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or 

a stranger, the same reproacheth the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from 

among his people.  

“Because he hath despised the word [or spirit, it is the same thing] of the LORD, 

and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity 

shall be upon him.” (Num 15:30-31). There is NO sacrifice for this sin; the person 

was cut off from the vine, which is Israel, meaning he was put to death! He 

“despised” the spirit of God, he rejected the truth, did not want to obey the law of 

God and was of his own free choice to, so he blasphemed against the Holy Spirit! 
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The verses after this one gives an example of a man who wanted to start up the 

industrial fires on the Sabbath and God ordered them to put him to death. Why? He 

was sinning “presumptuously” he despised God and blasphemed against the Holy 

Spirit! (see Num 15:32-36). 

 

Falling Away 

 

To the Christian, apostasy is the one thing we must avoid. How can this happen? 

God says to “Quench not the Spirit.” (1 Thess 5:19).  

 

One must understand God does everything with a purpose. God is active alive and 

loves to create and work. Once the Holy Spirit is in you, it will not stay dormant 

within you. God is a God of work and production. The Holy Spirit is likened unto 

“living water.” (John 7:38-39).  It’s alive, active and it works the “works of 

righteousness” which is his law. “But in every nation he that feareth him, and 

worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:35). We must produce the 

“fruits of the spirit”  

 

In the 15
th
 chapter of the Gospel of John Jesus gives us the analogy. We are 

compared to branches on a vine. As the vine gives the branches the nutrients it 

needs to produce fruit, so God’s Spirit that flows from Christ to us to produce the 

“fruits” or “works” of righteousness-That is keeping God’s law! 
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Jesus said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 

the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5). 

How do we abide in him? “And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 

which he hath given us.” (1 John 3:24).   

 

It is the Holy Spirit that feeds the Christian the spiritual food needed to grow and 

produce the “fruits of righteousness” (Philippians 1:11; 2 Corinth 9:10). Peter said, 

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

(2 Peter 3:18).  That knowledge is of course the word of God, “As newborn babes, 

desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:” (1 Peter 2:2). As 

the fruit grows by being fed by the nutrients that comes from the vine, so are 

Christians growing and producing the fruits of righteousness by the spirit God has 

given. “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

“For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are 

after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.” (Romans 8:4-5). We must continually feed 

ourselves with the “things of the spirit,” the law of God, producing righteous fruit 

and build up for ourselves God’s nature, “…by these ye might be partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” (2 

Peter 1:4). 

 

Peter said not to be “led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 

steadfastness.” (2 Peter 3:17), but to “grow in the grace and knowledge” of our 

Lord Jesus. What is Grace? “Be gracious to me THROUGH YOUR LAW” (Psalm 

119:29 NIV). These are “things of the spirit.” 

 

But Jesus warned us, “If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 

withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 

shall be done unto you.” (John 15:6-7). We must continually be fed by Christ 

through the Holy Spirit. If this process is stopped, we will wither and die. “Quench 

not the Spirit” or the apostate Christian will be consumed in the lake of fire (Rev 

20:13-15).  

 

We must continually feed ourselves with the word of God letting Christ teach us 

through the spirit. If we do “quench” the spirit, this does not necessarily mean God 

will cut you off immediately; the first day or week or month you might let go by 

without producing active and positive fruit. There is, however, a limit somewhere 

along life’s way where, unless you are definitely growing spiritually, that God's 

Spirit will no longer “dwell in you,” and if you let that time come, you shall, like a 
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dead grape branch, be ultimately “cut off” as the Old Testament says, from the 

Vine and cast into the final “Gahenna fire.” 

 

But be sure of this: It is a DANGEROUS thing for a truly converted Christian to 

grow lukewarm and careless, and become a “passive” Christian. Perhaps most have 

temporary lapses in spiritual progress. But as soon as you “wake up” to such a 

lapse, repent immediately and seek God with your whole heart, for a CLOSER, 

more active spiritual walk with Him. 

 

Hebrews the 6
th
 chapter describes the falling away from the truth, Paul says, “For it 

is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 

heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,  

“And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,  

“If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify 

to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.  

“For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth 

herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:  

“But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; 

whose end is to be burned.” (vv.4-8). Notice the two types of fruits that are 

produced. The good branch which produces good fruit, and the bad branch that 

produces nothing which in the end is burned. Who are these people? Those who 

have tasted the heavenly gift and fell away neglected and “quenched” the spirit till 

eventually they withered and died! Paul said “For it is impossible for those…, to 

renew them again unto repentance” Now there may be degrees toward “falling 

away.” How shall we know how far is here meant? By the words: whenever it 

becomes “IMPOSSIBLE” to renew one to repentance -- well, he has “fallen 

away”-- completely! 

 

Remember, God grants repentance (Acts 11:18; 5:31). Yet of course God never 

forces repentance on anyone. When one has come to the place where he WON'T -- 

can't -- has totally, completely, lost all desire to repent -- is UNABLE to repent -- 

he has “fallen away” TOTALLY! 

 

In the book of Revelation Jesus gave Jezebel, “… space to repent of her 

fornication; and she repented not.” (Rev 2:21). God knows the hearts and minds of 

people, and if he sees room for us to repent he will let us decide to repent until that 

room is gone, and then he will judge. How does one know the space to repent is 

gone? God through Jeremiah states, “Were they ashamed when they had 

committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they 
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blush:” (6:15). When people are not remorseful of their sins, and will not repent, 

the human nature has totally taken over, God will Judge! 

 

So what is the Unpardonable Sin? 

 

Now that we have established from the Bible what is a Christian, and ignorant and 

a willful sinner, we can understand what the unpardonable sin is. 

 

There are at least TWO ways in which a Spirit-begotten Christian may LOSE the 

gift of God’s Holy Spirit and commit the unpardonable sin:  

 

1. By deliberate choice. When it comes to sinning willfully, it is total rejection 

and hatred towards God of one’s own free will, after he or she has received 

the knowledge of the truth. A rejection of the Holy Spirit by disobeying 

consciously the law of God, and willfully not repenting of his or her way. 

 

2. Another way is the Christian falling away not growing spiritually, but 

neglecting the spiritual gift; Neglect of prayer, neglect of Bible study, 

neglect of spiritual fellowship with God’s people. Or, by continuing to 

indulge into the world -- letting participation with the world in material 

interests, pleasures, entertainment that glorifies sin, this can cause 

NEGLECT of spiritual interests. This eventually will result in the Christian 

withering away, and then the ultimate fate of being burnt up, “and the day 

that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave 

them neither root nor branch.” (Malachi 4:1), this is the fate of  apostate 

Christian who “quenches” the Spirit has no more room to repent and is not 

ashamed of his or her sin. 

 

Then there is the sinner who is presented with the truth, and the gift of the Holy 

Spirit is offered, and these people consciously rather be part of the world and its 

ways, instead of being with God and his Kingdom. This utter rejection of the Holy 

Spirit by consciously wanting to sin and stay in their sins-This is blasphemy 

against the Holy Spirit!  

 

“…for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  

“For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 

tongue shall confess to God.  

“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Rom 14:10-12). 

Those who will not bow and reject God and his truth will be subject to the lake of 

fire where there is no resurrection.  
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Christ and the Pharisees 

 

In the Gospels Jesus and the Pharisees on many occasions butted heads about God, 

doctrine and whether Jesus was the Messiah or not. But Nicodemus came to Christ 

and said, “we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these 

miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” (John 3:2). Nicodemus was a 

Pharisee (v.1), and he said “we know.” The Pharisees knew Jesus was of God.  

 

However, when the time came when Jesus healed the person of demon possession, 

“…the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 

Beelzebub the prince of the devils.” (Matthew 12:24). The Pharisees knew Jesus 

was from God and rejected the miracle. They consciously knew the miracle was 

from God yet called it the power of Satan! These hypocritical scribes and Pharisees 

knew their accusation was a lie! But tried to discredit Jesus anyways! So Jesus 

said, “But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, 

but is in danger of eternal damnation:” (Mark 3:29).  

 

Another episode, when Jesus healed a blind man on the Sabbath, the Pharisees 

said, “Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he 

keepeth not the Sabbath day” (John 9:16). Again rejecting the miracle! Jesus said 

to them “For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might 

see; and that they which see might be made blind.  

“And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto 

him, Are we blind also?  

“Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We 

see; therefore your sin remaineth.” (vv.39-41). To be  Blind spiritually means you 

are a sinner in need to be healed by God. When Jesus said “If ye were blind, ye 

should have no sin” meaning sinning in ignorance is not worthy of death by eternal 

fire. You can still repent when God gives you sight. Then he said to the Pharisees, 

“but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.” Notice, Jesus said since 

you say “we see” they know the truth and still said “he is not of God, because he 

keepeth not the Sabbath day.” Accusing Jesus of disobedience when they knew 

this was simply not true; healing on the Sabbath does not break the law of God, 

therefore their sin “remains;” they are conscious of their sin, (Thou shalt not bear 

false witness against thy neighbour.” Ex 20:16) and because they did not repent of 

it, it is punishable by death-the “wages of sin is death!” (Rom 6:23). James wrote, 

“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it IS sin.” 

(4:17) this is what the Pharisees were doing when they were accusing Christ of sin. 

They knew they were breaking the commandment of “bearing false witness” 
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against him -This is the “blasphemy of the Holy Spirit” by deliberately disobeying 

the law of God! 

 

What of Unbelievers? 

 

What about the people in the world today who do not believe in Jesus Christ and 

are ignorant of his ways? What happens to them? 

 

All people will have the same chance the Christian has in this life to receive the 

Holy Spirit and know the ways of God. God is calling people now to receive 

eternal life, and be a part of the first resurrection in which the second death has no 

power (Rev 20:4-6). The rest of the dead, all of human Kind will receive their first 

chance for salvation, and will still be subject to the lake of fire if they despised 

God and his commandments as Jesus said, “whosoever speaketh against the Holy 

Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to 

come.” (Matthew 12:32). Those in the Kingdom of God who survive the wrath of 

God will learn his ways (Isaiah 2), and those in the Great white throne judgment, 

the second resurrection will receive their first chance for salvation as well. (Read 

our booklets on the resurrections for further details).  

 

Those who are called now, are blessed. “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 

first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests 

of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years” (Rev 20:6). Those 

who God called today- are getting their chance now, and they shall live forever 

when Jesus comes and will not be subject to the second death. What a blessing to 

be called by God now! 

 

Be not of the World 
 

Don’t misunderstand.  We all must live in this world and be a part of it. We live in 

it, we interact with it, and you cannot avoid all contact with the world. But never 

let it DOMINATE your interest and heart. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 

6:33). Material things are not bad; it’s how we prioritize them in our lives, and that 

they do not run contrary to God’s law.  

 

John said, “Love not the world [ways], neither the [sinful] things that are in the 

world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1 John 2:15). Covetousness 
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which is meant here is “idolatry” (Col 3:5). Money is not evil, “the love of money 

is the [a] root of all [kinds of] evil:” (1 Timothy 6:10). You putting material things, 

and loving material things in the place of God is the wrong attitude to have. The 

material things we have in this world are for us to used and work with to live and 

survive. Once we put those things in the place of God, then it becomes sin. 

 

It is this kind of Christian James is referring to at the close of his book, “Brethren, 

if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;  

“Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall 

save a soul from [the second] death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” (James 

5:19-20). This fallen away Christian, who has let the world dominate his life, still 

has room to repent. Although he has fallen away he is not hateful towards God, but 

just got “caught up” in the world. Like the parable Jesus gave of the “sower” The 

seed that fell among the thorns, “sprung up, and choked them… He also that 

received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this 

world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh 

unfruitful.” (Matthew 13:7, 22). 

 

The Apostle Peter said, “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 

through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 

entangled therein, and overcome [by them], the latter end is worse with them than 

the beginning.  

“For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 

than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered 

unto them.  
“But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to 

his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.” 

(2 Peter 2:20-22). The cares of this world can “entangle” the Christian, choke the 

spiritual life in him or her that he or she withers away and dies. It would have been 

“better for them not to have known the way of righteousness” at least sinning in 

ignorance as Jesus said, “ye should have no sin:[worthy of death]” (John 9:41).  

 

To the Colossians, God says through Paul: “Seek those things which are above, 

where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1). That is, instead of seeking 

an interest in television shows, actors or musicians, actively seek more knowledge 

of Christ -- more of the UNDERSTANDING that comes from GOD, in the Bible. 

Make this your MAIN interest. Never let occasional diversion compete with it as 

your overall interest. 
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The passage continues: “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 

earth” (verse 2). Make the SPIRITUAL things your dominant all-absorbing BIG 

interest -- until you LOVE the receiving of new spiritual knowledge, and set your 

affection on it. Digging out new spiritual TRUTH in the Bible is the most exciting 

interest there can be in life. It’s not dry, dull, uninteresting, boring. It’s exciting, 

thrilling -- and also profitable and uplifting! 

 

Need Counseling? 

 

If you are one who really wants to repent and obey God, and you believe God is 

calling you. The BICOG would be glad to council you in the word of God and 

answer your questions, and explain the Bible to you. Of course, none of them will 

ever call on you, unless you of your own free will request it.  

 


