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Earth shattering events are soon to grip the entire world in the very near future. A time of 

great tribulation will occur mainly to the democracies of the West, especially Britain and the 

USA. This tribulation will begin in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the powder keg that will explode 

and spread to the other western nations. And the spark that will ignite it all is the soon coming 

Temple that will be built in Jerusalem! 

 

Bible Prophecy reveals a time called “Jacob’s Trouble.” It is the time of great tribulation coming 

upon the peoples of Jacob-meaning primarily the United States and the British Commonwealth 

of nations and the peoples of north Western Europe.  

 

The prophet Ezekiel whose prophecies focus on the peoples called the “House of Israel”-the 

modern day peoples of the USA and the British, speaks of Jerusalem, and that “…a fire come 

forth into all the house of Israel.” (5:4). From Jerusalem the great tribulation will spread to all of 

the House of Israel.  

 

Where in Jerusalem will it begin? In Ezekiel 9, a vision is revealed about the work of God on the 

earth portrayed as, “one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his 

side:” (v.2). God told this man to, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of 

Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the 

abominations that be done in the midst thereof.” This is the work of God. God’s church 

preaching and teaching sealing people with the Holy Spirit after baptism sealed and protected 

from the wrath of God that will come upon all Israel.  

 

Notice what God says afterwards, to those who had “a slaughter weapon in his hand” (v.2), “Go 

ye after him [the man with the writer’s inkhorn] through the city, and smite: let not your eye 

spare, neither have ye pity: 

 

“Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any 

man upon whom is the mark;” (vv.5-6). The Great Tribulation begins in Jerusalem and there is a 

great slaughter of the Israelites in the city. But notice where it starts, “and begin at my 

sanctuary” (v.6). The great tribulation begins at the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

The time element is obvious, it is for the future, “And it came to pass, while they were slaying 

them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou 

destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem?  

“Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and the 

land is full of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the 

earth, and the LORD seeth not.  

“And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense 

their way upon their head.” (vv.8-10). At this time the house of Israel was already taken away, 

yet it speaks of Israel and Judah receiving the wrath of God for their sins, but the Kingdom of 

Israel had already fallen more than a century before Ezekiel wrote this prophecy obviously it 

must be meant for the future destruction of Israel and Judah in the end time. 
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A Future Temple 

 

It is obvious from the above prophecy and others that there will be a future Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

Jesus spoke of, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 

the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)” (Matthew 24:15). 

Mark says, standing where it ought not,” (13:14), meaning the same thing. An abomination is to 

take place “in the holy place.” The holy place some believe is the church, the spiritual temple of 

God. But when you read all the prophecies of this event, one finds that it does mean the physical 

temple in Jerusalem, and not the spiritual temple called the church of God. 

 

Luke wrote of this event saying, “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then 

know that the desolation thereof is nigh.” (21:20). The abomination draws near when Jerusalem 

is surrounded by armies. The event of the abomination being set up has to do with the city of 

Jerusalem. If it has to do with physical Jerusalem, then why not a physical temple? 

 

Jesus told his audience of Daniel the prophet. Since Jesus was speaking of the end time, and the 

Holy place, the most obvious prophecy Jesus was speaking of is in Daniel 12:11. The others 

scriptures (Daniel 8:11; 11:31), these were partially fulfilled, and will ultimately be fulfilled by 

the coming beast power. These all have to do with the temple in Jerusalem! 

 

Daniel 9:27 was fulfilled in 70 A.D. by Titus, this also had to do with the temple of God (Read 

our Booklet Daniel’s 70 Week Prophecy for details).  

 

Daniel wrote, “And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the 

abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety 

days.” The “ ‘taking away of the daily sacrifice’ refers, undoubtedly, to some act, or some state 

of things, by which it would be made to cease; by which the daily offerings at Jerusalem would 

be either temporarily suspended or totally abolished.” (Barnes’s Notes, Emphasis added).  The 

daily sacrifices that take place in the temple are stopped, and the abomination is set up, where? 

The obvious conclusion is the Temple in Jerusalem. So when Jesus said, the “holy place” he 

meant the literal temple in Jerusalem. 

 

In the Book of Revelation John spoke of a future temple in Jerusalem, “And there was given me 

a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the 

altar, and them that worship therein.  

“But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the 

Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” (11:1-2). Here it 

speaks of the “alter” the “holy city” the “court which is without the temple” and “them that 

worship therein” Clearly it is speaking of a literal temple in Jerusalem, the holy city. 

 

The Apostle John is told to “measure” it; this usually means that the temple will be restored 

(read Zechariah 2; Ezekiel 40-49), “On the basis of Zechariah symbol of the man with a 

measuring line who measured Jerusalem as an assurance that the city would be rebuilt (see Zech 

2:2), it may be suggested that the measuring of the temple and worshipers here is also a promise 
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of restoration and preservation” (Daniel and Revelation Verse by Verse Commentary, p.800, 

emphasis added).  

 

After its restoration and preservation, Jerusalem will be “tread under foot forty and two months” 

1260 days, or 3 ½ years of the great tribulation.  

 

Now Daniel 12:11 said 1290 days. Does this contradict John? No, in fact when the daily sacrifice 

is “taken away” and the “abomination” is set up will be 30 days, then 1260 days or 42 months or 

31/2 years of tribulation. “Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred 

and five and thirty days.” An extra 45 days for Satan to be captured (Rev 20:1-3), the saints 

resurrected and there throne’s set up (Rev 20:4), on Mt. Zion (Rev 14:1); those who wait are the 

people of the earth who are waiting for it all to be over and God rules-they will be blessed. 

 

 Where did the Temple Stand? 

 

One of the major obstacles to the temple being rebuilt is its actually location. Many feel that the 

temple stood on the temple mount, but if that were the case wouldn’t God have given it to the 

Jews already, why so much resistance when it comes to this temple mount? It could be that the 

temple was never on the temple mount in the first place, and this is why God has no allowed it to 

happen, because the temple never really stood there and God wants it in the right place.  

 

Tradition rules the day when it comes to the temple being on the temple mount.  

 

Jesus said, “See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one 

stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Matthew 24:2). Jesus said that the temple 

would be totally destroyed, to the point that there would not be a single stone sitting on another. 

This is exactly what the Romans did in 70 AD. 

 

Josephus (35 – 100 AD) an early Jewish historian, who lived in Jerusalem, was in the city shortly 

after the Romans leveled the Jewish Temple. He said the site was totally barren and without 

previous knowledge he would have not known where the Temple originally sat.  

 

There is a prophecy in the book of Micah that speaks of, “Zion for your sake be plowed as a 

field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the 

forest.” (Micah 3:12). Jamieson Fausset and Brown commentary states, “The Talmud and 

Maimonides record that, at the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans under Titus, Terentius 

Rufus, who was left in command of the army, with a plowshare tore up the foundations of the 

temple: so that this prophecy included in its fulfillment not only the destruction of Jerusalem 

under Nebuchadnezzar, but that also under the Roman Titus.” (Emphasis added). This is not 

what we see on the temple mount today. Were Christ, Micah, Josephus, the Talmud, and others 

wrong? No! We are the ones who are wrong if we think the Temple Mount was the place where 

the Temple stood. The fact is, the Temple mount is actually the old Roman fort called Antonia! 

The Temple actually stood south of it, on the hill called Ophel.  

 

The whole of the Jewish Temple and Jewish Jerusalem were leveled to the ground and not one 

stone even of their foundations remained on top one another —just as Jesus prophesied and 
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Josephus and Titus attest. But one man-made construction did come through the war relatively 

unscathed. That single structure is still with us today, notice, “It [Jerusalem] is now demolished 

to the very foundations [even the foundational stones were all overturned], and hath not nothing 

left but THAT MONUMENT of it preserved, I mean the CAMP OF THOSE [the Romans] that 

hath destroyed it [Jerusalem], WHICH [CAMP] STILL DWELLS UPON ITS RUINS: some 

unfortunate old men also lie upon the ashes of the Temple [then in total ruins –burnt to ashes], 

and a few women are there preserved alive by the enemy [for prostitution purposes], for our 

bitter shame and reproach.” (War VII.8,7.). So, only one architectural edifice from the Jerusalem 

of Herod and Jesus survived the war. It was the former Roman camp that Titus (the Roman 

general) allowed to remain of all the buildings of former Jerusalem. And it is still in evidence 

today. That was Fort Antonia, the fortress built by Herod the Great.  

 

Although Titus “gave orders to his soldiers that were with him to dig up the foundations of the 

tower of Antonia” (War, Book 6, chap 2, 1), he only gave these orders when the Jewish forces 

had held the fort for a time. Only some of the foundation of Fort Antonia was overthrown (War, 

book 6, 2, 7), since later the fort became an encampment for him and his troops: “So Titus retired 

into the tower of Antonia, and resolved to storm the Temple the next day, early in the morning, 

with his whole army, and to encamp round about the holy house.” (War, book 6, 4, 5). 

 

Josephus said it was as large as a city and could hold a full Legion of troops: “Now as to the 

tower of Antonia, it was situated at the corner of two cloisters of the court of the temple; of that 

on the west, and that on the north; it was erected upon a rock [Dome of the Rock is over it 

today] of fifty cubits in height, and was on a great precipice; it was the work of king Herod, 

wherein he demonstrated his natural magnanimity….The inward parts had the largeness and 

form of a palace, it being parted into all kinds of rooms and other conveniences, such as courts, 

and places for bathing, and broad spaces for camps; insomuch that, by having all conveniences 

that cities wanted, it might seem to be composed of several cities, but by its magnificence it 

seemed a palace.” (Compare the main description of the largeness of Fort Antonia (it was a vast 

area) given by Josephus in War V.5,8 with his illustration of all normal Roman military camps 

being like a city in War III.5,2). 

 

The fortress was situated to the “north” of the Temple, “There was also a peculiar fortress 

belonging to the upper city, which was Herod’s palace; but for the hill Bezetha, it was divided 

from the tower Antonia, as we have already told you; and as that hill on which the tower of 

Antonia stood was the highest of these three, so did it adjoin to the new city, and was the only 

place that hindered the sight of the temple on the north” (ibid; see also Josephus War chap. 4, 2). 

 

Josephus also describes the fact that the Bizita Hill was located north of the Temple Mount and 

obscured the view of the Temple when one is coming from the north to Jerusalem. “..the tower of 

Antonia stood was the highest of these three, so did it adjoin to the new city, and was the only 

place that hindered the sight of the temple on the north.” (War, chapter 5. V.8). 

 

If the Temple stood at the Dome of the Rock, it would be visible from as far away as the town of 

Ramallah. In order to obscure the view from the north, it would have to be at a lower level, that 

is, to the south. 
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How Large Is a Roman Legion? 

 

Josephus said that Antonia was as large as a city and could hold a full Legion of troops A typical 

legion of this period had 5,120 legionaries as well as a large number of camp followers, servants 

and slaves. Legions could contain as many as 6,000 fighting men when including the auxiliaries.  

In the imperial legion, beginning with Augustus, the organization is thought to have been: 

 10 squads (contubernia - a tent group of generally 8 men) = a century, each commanded 

by a centurion = 80 men [note that the size of a century had diverged from its original, 

literal meaning of 100] 

 6 centuries = a cohort = 480 men 

 10 cohorts = a legion = 4800 men. 

(The Size and Organization of the Roman Imperial Legion, by Jonathan Roth; Historia: 

Zeitschrift für Alte Geschichte, Vol. 43, No. 3 (3rd Qtr., 1994), pp. 346-362). The 35 acre land on 

top of the temple can hold that many troops, house them, and feed them.  

 

 

The popular view of the Temple Mount in Jesus’ time 

with Fort Antonia highlighted. There is no way that 

little appendage can hold 6-10 thousand people. This 

rendition of Fort Antonia is inaccurate, and there is no 

evidence in Jerusalem for this.  

 

The shape of the Temple mount as well, is the exact shape of other Roman fortresses found 

elsewhere. Notice the similarities: 

 

 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem 

 
Legionary camps of X Fretensis at Masada in Israel 
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Roman Wroxeter, Britain 

Legionary Fortresses like this one dotted the 

Roman Empire—from Spain to Britain to 

Germany and the Middle East. Notice the 

consistent "cookie cutter" shape in size and 

dimension to other Roman Fortresses. 

  
The top of Fort Antonia (Temple Mount) probably looked like this.   

 

The Shape of Jerusalem 

 

Josephus in his Wars of the Jews (book 5, chapter 4) said that Jerusalem was built on two main 

hills. The first hill, the upper city since it was higher, was built on the higher western hill, which 

in the past was mistakenly named Zion. The extreme north part of the city was the Tower of 

Antonia or the temple mount known today (book 5, chapter 4, v.2).  

 

The “…other hill, which was called ‘Acra,’ and sustains the lower city, is of the shape of a moon 

when she is horned;” (book 5, chapter4, v.1) 

 

He then mentions a third hill over against the crescent shaped hill but then says this hill was 

originally [“naturally”] lower than the lower city of Acra, but that Acra had been cut down in the 

past. He also mentioned that there was a valley between the upper and lower city; he called this 

valley the “Valley of the Cheese-mongers,” but today we call it the Tyropoeon Valley. The 

Tyropoeon Valley today has been partially filled in over the ages with garbage and land fill. 

Ernest L. Martin gives us other quotes from others that also call Jerusalem a crescent-shaped city 

(see The Temples that Jerusalem Forgot, pp 267-268). 

 

Today, the City of David is almost universally identified as being located on the crescent-shaped 

hill. And from scripture we know that Zion and the City of David are one in the same (2 Sam 

5:7). The upper city did not exist in David’s time, and it was David and Solomon who located 

and set the location of the Temple-on lower Mount Moriah to the north of Jerusalem south of the 

Temple mount, as God had directed through Abraham and scripture. 
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Scriptural clues: 

 

 “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of 

Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will 

tell thee of.” (Gen 22:2).  

 “And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto the LORD 

in the threshingfloor of Araunah the Jebusite.” (2 Sam 24:18) 

 “Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, 

where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in 

the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite.” (2 Chron 3:1)  

 

Here is the key to finding the Temple; where is the threshing floor that David purchased and 

built the altar to God, and eventually the Temple by Solomon? It is of course near Mt. Moriah, 

but where?  

 

A threshing floor is a flat area of land, many times on a hill close or at the edge of a city or farm, 

where grain from the field was threshed (removing the grain/seed from the husks/straw) and 

winnowed (removing the chaff from the grain by use of the wind after throwing up the grain in 

the air). The wind blows away the lighter chaff. This is why many threshing floors in ancient 

times were on high ground in order to take advantage of the open air and wind that are necessary 

for winnowing. (John C. Whittaker, “The Ethno archaeology of Threshing in Cyprus,” Near 

Eastern Archaeology 63 (2000): 62–69). So the threshing floor had to be in a higher elevation at 

the edge of the city north of Jerusalem.  

 

One Psalm speaks of the location of the Temple, “A Song and Psalm for the sons of Korah. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his 

holiness.  

“Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the 

city of the great King” (Psalm 48:1-2). The Temple was situated in Jerusalem on the north side 

at the edge of the city of David. Many scriptures tell us that the temple and the city of David are 

synonymous: 

 

 2 Samuel 5:7 Zion = City of David 

 Joel 2:1 Zion = My holy mountain = temple 

 Joel 3:17 Zion = My holy mountain = temple 

 Joel 3:21 Zion = where the Lord dwells = temple 

 Psalm 2:6 Zion = My holy hill = Christ reigning = temple 

 Psalm 9:11 Zion = where the Lord dwells = temple 

 Psalm 20:2 Zion = from sanctuary = from temple 

 Psalm 65:1,4 Zion = Your holy temple 

 Psalm 102:16,19 Zion = sanctuary =City of David = temple 

 Psalm 132:8,13 Zion = ark resting place=City of David= temple 

 Isaiah 2:3 Zion = Mountain of the Lord = House of the God of Jacob = temple 

 Isaiah 24:23 Zion = Lord of hosts reigning = place of temple 

 Isaiah 66:20 Zion = My holy Mountain = house of the Lord = temple 
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Clearly the temple in in the city of David in the North end of that city. But we must remember 

that the upper city where today’s temple mount is did not exist in David’s time, and it was David 

and Solomon who located and set the location of the Temple-on lower Mount Moriah in the 

north end of the city of David south of today’s Temple mount! 

 

The Ophel which is south of the Temple Mount yet in the North end of David’s Jerusalem, the 

Bible seems to be pointing to this as the spot of the Temple. 

 

Was Ophel considered part of the city of David which is located in the north end? The 

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia confirms, “In the article ZION (which see) it is 

pointed out that that name does not occur (except in reference to the Jebusite city) in the works 

of the Chronicler, but that ‘the Ophel,’ which occurs almost alone in these works, is apparently 

used for it. Micah 4:8 margin seems to confirm this view: ‘O tower of the flock, the Ophel of the 

daughter of Zion.’ Here the ‘tower of the flock’ may well refer to the shepherd David’s 

stronghold, and the second name appears to be a synonym for the same place. 

“Ophel then was probably the fortified site which in earlier days had been known as ‘Zion’ or 

‘the City of David.’ King Jotham ‘built much’ ‘on the wall of Ophel’ (2Chron 27:3). King 

Manasseh ‘built an outer wall to the city of David, on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even 

to the entrance at the fish gate; and he compassed Ophel about with it, and raised it up to a very 

great height’ (2Chron 33:14). It was clearly a fortified place of great importance, and its situation 

must have been so near that of the ancient ‘Zion’ that scarcely any other theory is possible except 

that it occupied the site of that ancient fortress.” (Article “Ophel” emphasis added). 

 

Also threshing floors are completely flat. This source writes, “Threshing floors are level, hard 

surfaces used to thresh and winnow grain. These floors can be located on a hard substrate such as 

bare rock or can be created by beating down the earth until a flat floor is formed.”(Threshing 

Floors as Sacred Spaces in the Hebrew Bible, by. Jaime L.Waters p.1, emphasis added). This 

cannot be said in the Temple Mount. The present flat “Temple Mount” is not a flattened hill, but 

a built-up hill. The walls surrounding the hill were used as retaining walls in order to fill in the 

lower sides of the hill and make a flat area on top. This can no way qualify as a threshing floor.   

 

Examining the Ophel, one can see it is a flat surface. In a topological survey of Jerusalem one 

can see this to be true. 

 

 

The image is a topographical map of the ancient city of 

Jerusalem during the time of Jesus.  It clearly depicts the 

Mount of Olives, the City of David to the south of the 

traditional Temple Mount, the Upper City, and the original 

Mount Zion (Lower City) just above the Kidron Valley. 

The Ophel is clearly a flat surface located south of the today’s 

Temple Mount. 
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This photo reveals that Jerusalem originally was crescent 

shaped as reported Josephus. 

 

The Temple stood on the Ophel according to scripture that 

was part of the city of David located in the north part on a 

flat surface of the threshing floor. 

 

Alfred Edersheim in his book on The Temple also gives 

information as to the shape of the part of Jerusalem that 

was called Acra in Josephus’s time: 

 

“To the north and the east, opposite Zion, and divided 

from it by the deep Tyropoeon Valley were the crescent-

shaped Acra [lower city] and Moriah, the latter [Acra] 

with Ophel as its southern outrunner.” (Chap 1, “Four 

Hills,” Alfred Edersheim, The Temple) 

  

 

 The Gihon Spring 
 

Another clue is the Gihon Spring. The Roman historian Tacitus recorded that the temple at 

Jerusalem had a natural spring of water that welled from its interior. Again, these references 

could only be describing the Gihon Spring. It is located close to what is referred to as the Ophel, 

which is a bulge of the earth abutting the City of David (Zion) laying just to the south, and 

roughly about 1,000 feet, from the Temple Mount. There are no springs, however, on top of the 

Temple Mount. He states, “The temple resembled a citadel, and had its own walls, which were 

more laboriously constructed than the others the colonnades with which it was surrounded 

formed an admirable outwork. It contained an inexhaustible spring; there subterranean 

excavations in the hill and tanks and cisterns holding rain water.” (The History of Tacitus, Book 

V, 12. Emphasis added). 

 

Another ancient secular historian also noted that there was a spring within the temple. Aristeas, a 

traveler to Jerusalem in the 3rd century BC, when the second temple (originally built under the 

leadership of Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah before being expanded by Herod) wrote: “The 

Temple faces the east and its back is toward the west. The whole of the floor is paved with stones 

and slopes down to the appointed places, that vater may be conveyed to wash away the 89 blood 

from the sacrifices, for many thousand beasts are sacrificed there on the feast days. And there is 

an inexhaustible supply of water, because an abundant natural spring gushes up from within the 

temple area.” (The Letter of Aristeas, 88-89, emphasis added). I was not until Herod (26-36 

A.D.) Aqueducts were constructed later to bring water from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. The only 

source at that time was the Gihon Spring. “He [Herod] spent money from the sacred treasury in 

the construction of an aqueduct to bring water into Jerusalem, intercepting the source of the 

stream at a distance of thirty-five kilometers” (Josephus, Jewish Antiquities 18:60-62). 
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A spring is crucial for the true temple locale. Joel says, “A fountain shall flow from the house of 

the LORD” (Joel 3:18). 

 

Ezekiel states, “Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold, waters 

issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood 

toward the east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house, at the 

south side of the altar.  

“Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way without 

unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on the 

right side.” (47:1-2).  

 

The Psalms says, “A Psalm or Song for the sons of Korah. His foundation is in the holy 

mountains.  

“The LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.  

“As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there: all my springs are in thee 

[Zion].” (87:1-2, 7). Martin Comments, “The fact that the Psalmist states that there were 

‘SPRINGS’ (plural) in Zion and though the Gihon is only ‘one spring’ is no problem. The Gihon 

is clearly called ‘SPRINGS’ (plural) in II Chronicles 32:3-4. The fact that this ‘one spring’ is 

pluralized (if it is not an idiomatic usage) can be accounted for because of the peculiar manner in 

which the Gihon produces its waters. Though the Gihon is a perennial spring, it is a karst-type of 

spring that thrusts out its water as much as five times a day in the Springtime when water is 

plentiful (with time intervals in between when no water comes forth at all). Thus the Gihon is a 

siphon type of spring that gushes forth intermittently. In the dry season the flow may occur a few 

minutes once a day. This oscillating effect of the Gihon could be a reason the ancients called this 

single water source with the plural word ‘springs.’ Whatever the case, both Aristeas and Tacitus 

state the Temple at Jerusalem had an inexhaustible spring in its interior. This has to be the Gihon 

Spring.” (The Temples that Jerusalem forgot, p.294, emphasis added)  

 

There are other Hebrew writings cited in a book by Zev Vilnay that also mention by name the 

Gihon Spring area as the place for the future temple. At that time a great stream shall flow forth 

from the Holy Temple and its name is Gihon. 

 

On the temple mount today there are no natural springs, so the temple cannot be where the 

Dome of the Rock sits just man made cisterns. When it was fort Antonia, the Romans built 

aqueducts that ran from Bethlehem to Jerusalem to supply the Romans in the fort with water. 

“These geographical facts from eyewitness accounts totally disqualify the area around the Dome 

of the Rock as having any relevance in locating the site of the Temples of Solomon, Zerubbabel 

and Herod” (ibid, p.294). 

 

The waters of the Gihon spring was within the temple and even though it was at a lower 

elevation than the temple, “…in Solomon's Temple there were shafts in the rock used to elevate 

spring water from the Gihon to the Laver of the Temple. The shafts also allowed the used water 

of the Temple to return to the Gihon water system.” (ibid, p.307, emphasis added). 
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One other interesting note; Jesus called his body the “temple” (John 2:19, 21). He also said out 

of him shall flow “rivers of living water” (John 4:10; 7:38). And we see in the bible water within 

the temple from the Gihon that was called “living water” flow out of the Temple in Jerusalem.  

 

 

The spring is located at a depth of 10m under the surface, at a 

height of 634.65m above sea level. It supplies water at an average 

daily rate of 1,500m3 , with irregular flow during the day. This 

irregularity gave its name - Gihon - meaning “gusher,” as the 

water “emerges” in bursts. 

 

In the book “Jerusalem in Bible times”  (“The springs and pools 

of ancient Jerusalem,” 1907, p. 170) Lewis Paton explains: 

“Owing to some siphon-like formation of the caverns through 

which the water comes, this spring is intermittent, and this 

characteristic causes it to be regarded with superstitious 

reverence.” 

 

 

The main water source of the original City of David was the 

Gihon Springs located at the base of the eastern slope of the city 

in the Kidron Valley. The Gihon Springs provided water year 

round by gushing forth several times a day. This water then 

naturally flowed into the Kidron Valley. In the earliest days of 

Jerusalem’s occupation, reservoirs where built to collect the 

water from the Gihon Springs. Three systems were eventually 

designed to use this water: 

 

 Warren’s Shaft 

 Siloam Channel (Tunnel) 

 Hezekiah's Tunnel 

 

These three water systems continued to bring water to the city of 

Jerusalem until the days of the Hasmoneans and Herod. During 

the last century BC and the first century AD, aqueducts were built 

to transfer water into Jerusalem from the southern hill country of 

Judea from around Hebron and Bethlehem. 

 

 

 

 

How it may have actually looked like 

in the time of Jesus 
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Site of the Crucifixion of Jesus 

 

Knowing that the true site is over the Gihon Springs south of the Temple mount on Ophel, one 

can actually determine where the crucifixion site of Jesus was a well.   

 

The ancient descriptions of the temple tell us that, “The Temple faces the east and its back is 

toward the west...” (The Letter of Aristeas, 88-89, emphasis added). So the looking at it standing 

on the Mount of Olives you can look right into the Temple. 

 

Josephus also states that Fort Antonia, “contained also four other distinct towers at its four 

corners; whereof the others were but 50 cubits high; whereas that which lay upon the southeast 

corner was 70 cubits high, that from thence the whole temple might be viewed” (War of the 

Jews, Ch.8, emphasis added). Here clearly, the Temple was south of what is known as the temple 

mount. In addition, the south east corner was higher than the others so the whole temple can be 

viewed from there. So clearly looking from the east to the west one can see straight into the 

Temple. 

 

Now, Jesus crucifixion, notice what the New Testament says, and the clues that it gives us to 

understand where Jesus was crucified.  

 

Notice what it says about the centurion who was at the place where Jesus was crucified, “And, 

behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did 

quake, and the rocks rent;  

“And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,  

“And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 

unto many. 

“Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and 

those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.” 

(Matthew 27:51-54). “those things that were done” The Pulpit Commentary explains, “and 

plainly it was not merely the closing incident that affected the soldiers, but the whole course of 

events which they witnessed. They saw the darkness, the earthquake, the rending of the rocks, the 

Divine meekness of the Sufferer; they heard his last words, his loud cry, and marked his patient 

death. All these things contributed to their awe and fear” (emphasis added). This includes “the 

veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.” This was a veil that, “was the 

thick and gorgeously wrought veil which was hung between the ‘holy place’ and the ‘holiest of 

all,’ shutting out all access to the presence of God” (JFB Commentary). “This veil was a most 

elaborately woven fabric of seventy-two twisted plaits of twenty-four threads each and the veil 

was sixty feet long and thirty wide.” (Robertson Word Pictures). 

 

In a Ryrie Study Bible, in its note at Ex 26:31-35: “Josephus reported that the veil was 4 inches 

thick, was renewed every year, and that horses tied to each side could not pull it apart.” 

 

The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Edersheim states “The Veils were so heavy, that, in the 

exaggerated language of the time, it needed 300 priests to manipulate each.  If the Veil was at all 

such as is described in the Talmud, it could not have been rent in twain by a mere earthquake or 

the fall of the lintel, although its composition in squares fastened together might explain, how the 
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rent might be as described in the Gospel.” (p.609). So for the veil to be split from the Top to the 

bottom was an amazing site to behold. 

 

But notice, at the crucifixion site they could look right into the temple and see the veil being 

split in two! So the crucifixion site had to be east of the temple. East of the temple is the Mount 

of Olives! But where exactly? A couple of points to consider: 

 

 It had to be right in front of the temple 

 The temple had to be in view for them to see the veil 

 

The book of Hebrews gives us the answer to this question.  

 

The Apostle Paul writes about the death of Jesus and compares it to the ashes of the red heifer. 

He states, “We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 

“For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for 

sin, are burned without the camp.  

“Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without 

the gate.” (Heb 13:10-12). Jesus suffered outside of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives is 

outside of Jerusalem.  

 

The Red Heifer sacrifice went through the same process of slaughter “without the camp” (Num 

19:3) as Christ suffered “without the gate.” Then the bodies are burned the blood brought into 

the temple (Num 19:4) and the ashes are stored “without the camp” in a “clean place” (Num 

19:5, 9).  

 

Where did they slaughter and burn the ashes of the red heifer in Jerusalem?  

 

In the words of Ezekiel 43:21, it was located “without the sanctuary.” It was positioned outside 

the sanctified area of Jerusalem. There was only one place outside Jerusalem in the time of Jesus, 

where these offerings were burnt to ashes. It was located on the summit of the Mount of Olives. 

The Jewish authorities have maintained records which show the location of this specific “clean 

place” within which the Third Altar was situated mentioned by the Book of Hebrews. It was east 

of the sanctuary. 

 

The early rabbis noted that the Red Heifer was taken through the eastern gate of the outer walls 

surrounding the Temple. 

 

“There were five gates to the Temple mount: the two Huldah Gates on the south, that served for 

coming in and going out; the Kiponus Gate on the west, that served for coming in and going out; 

the Tadi Gate on the north which was not used at all; the Eastern Gate on which was portrayed 

the Palace of Shushan. Through THIS [Gate] the High Priest that burned the [Red] Heifer, and 

the heifer, and all that aided him went forth to the Mount of Olives.” (Mishnah Middoth 1:3,) 

This reference shows that in the time of Jesus the place for burning the Red Heifer was located 

east of the Temple on the Mount of Olives. (This is also attested in another part of the early 

Jewish records. See Mishnah Parah 3:6–7. The entire Mishnah tractate Parah deals with the 

subject of the Red Heifer offerings.) 
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This latter section of the Mishnah also gives us further details about the roadway that led from 

the Temple up to the summit of the Mount of Olives. It shows that from the east gate of the 

sanctuary the priests constructed a causeway for pedestrians that went eastward from the Temple 

mount to a bridge which crossed the Kidron Valley onto the western slopes of the Mount of 

Olives. This was an arched bridge. It had pillars on the bedrock of the valley floor which went 

upwards to form several arches for the first tier. On top of the crowns of those arches another tier 

of pillars went upwards to form a second group of arches. The causeway was then built on top. 

 

“They made a causeway from the Temple Mount to the Mount of Olives, an arched way built 

over an arched way, with an arch directly above each pier [of the arch below], for fear of any 

grave in the depths below. By it the priest was to burn the Heifer and the Heifer, and all that 

aided him went forth to the Mount of Olives.” (Mishnah Parah 3:6).  

 

 
This drawing is a reasonable facsimile of the bridge across the Kidron Valley. It was two tiered with the upper 

pillars located over the lower crowns of the arches in order to prevent any physical contact with a bone, a grave, or a 

tomb in the valley below. The bridge connected the Temple Mount with the “Broadway” known as the Descent of 

the Mount of Olives. 

 

This roadway on the slopes of Olivet which led westward into the Temple had a special name 

and it is mentioned in the New Testament. It was called “The Descent of the Mount of Olives” 

(Luke 19:37). 

 

This was the holiest roadway into the Temple. Indeed, the whole area of the Mount of Olives in 

front of the eastern part of the Temple was considered the most sacred region outside the walls 

of Jerusalem because it faced the Holy of Holies. (Mishnah Berakoth 9:5) 

 

This “clean place” was at the top of the mount of Olives, “All the [Temple] walls were high, save 

only the eastern wall, because the [High] Priest that burns the [Red] Heifer and stands on the top 

of the Mount of Olives should be able to look directly into the entrance of the Sanctuary when the 

blood [of the Red Heifer] is sprinkled.” (Mishnah Middoth 2:4) The centurion when Jesus died 

as noted above was able to look into the holy of Holies to see the veil of the Temple split in half. 

So the crucifixion had to take place in the same area.  
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The Mishnah also shows that the priests “outside the camp” who performed the Red Heifer 

sacrifices were able to look directly west and see the High Priest in the interior of the Temple 

(Mishnah Yoma 7:2.). So the slaughter and the ashes took place in the same place.  

 

 
The Altar of the Red Heifer and the Tiered Bridge to the Eastern Gate of the Temple 

 

Where did the Jews Execute Criminals? 

 

In Numbers 15:35,36 we read that those deserving the death penalty had to be killed “outside the 

camp,” “And the LORD said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the 

congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp.  

“And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he 

died; as the LORD commanded Moses.” 

 

The Mishnah records that in the time of Jesus there was a “place” for execution (or stoning), and 

this “place” was well known because the records (Sanhedrin 6:1-4) indicate that certain judicial 

matters were consummated at designated distances away from the Temple. Just where was this 

“place” of execution? The book Secrets of Golgotha brings out an important principle: 

  

“....all unclean things associated with the Temple, with Jerusalem or with the people of Israel 

(whether of animals or human beings) had to be disposed of east of sacred areas.” (p. 47). Note 
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that ALL “unclean” things, including the major sin offerings laid down by God, were taken East 

of Jerusalem (the HOLY CITY) and the Temple itself.  

 

“In actual fact, in the theological thinking of the Jewish authorities in the first century, it was 

determined that each person who committed a capital crime and was executed for his criminal 

act was RECKONED AS BEING A SIN OFFERING TO HIMSELF. It was believed that NO 

ANIMAL COULD TAKE THE PLACE of such a heinous person but that he (or she) had to be a 

Sin offering himself (or herself) for the sins that had been committed. ‘May my death be an 

ATONEMENT for all my sins,’ said the one being executed” (Cohen, Everyman's Talmud, 

p.317, emphasis added).  

 

As Martin notes all unclean things were disposed of in the region of the altar of the Red heifer, 

“the sin offerings [people sentence to death were regarded as sin offerings] killed in the Temple 

had to be taken EAST to the MIPHKAD ALTAR [altar of the Red Heifer] for burning to ashes 

(Lev. 4:1-21). The bullock and the goat (both sin offerings) which were sacrificed on the Day of 

Atonement had to be taken EAST to the same altar and burnt into ashes (Lev. 16:27). Even the 

live goat (the scapegoat) was led by a fit man into the wilderness EAST of Jerusalem (Lev. 

16:20-22). The sin offering called the Red Heifer was also burnt to ashes at the MIPHKAD 

ALTAR which, of course, was EAST of the Temple and Jerusalem. 

  

“Even the ashes of all the sacrifices offered at the Altar of Burnt Offering in the Temple itself 

had to be taken EAST to the same ‘clean place’ at the Miphkad Altar (Lev. 4:12). Ashes to the 

early Jews were a symbol of sorrow and repentance and these had to be deposited EAST of 

Jerusalem in the area where the main animals bearing the sins of Israel were also burnt to ashes” 

(p. 47). 

 

How the Romans determined the Crucifixion Place 

 

Now according to Roman records they indicate that there were a number of ways to determine 

where a malefactor was to be crucified. The first one is that criminals, particularly pirates or 

enemies of the state, must be executed at the scene of their crime. (Digest 48:9.19.28.15; cf. 

Collectio Legum Nosaicarum et Romanarum, I. 6). Notice some examples:  

 

“...he crucified the soldiers in the spot where they had committed their crimes.” (Scriptores 

Historiae Augustae 6, Vulcacius Gallicanus, Avidius Cassius, 4:1f).  

 

The proconsul of Africa punished the priests of Saturn “by crucifying them on the very trees of 

their temple, in the shadow of which they had committed their crimes” (Tertullian, Apologeticus, 

9:2).  

 

In Chaereas ad Callirhoe we read: “A great proportion of the crowd followed Theron as he was 

led away, and in front of Callirhoe’s tomb he was crucified upon the cross, and from the cross 

gazed out upon the sea over which he had carried captive the daughters of Heromcrates’” 

(Chariton, 3:4:18). 
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Secondly, if it was not possible to return the malefactor to the site of his crime, then the place 

where he was arrested was acceptable. We find an example of this in the Acts of Pilate: 

“According to the law of the pious emperors...hanged on the cross in the garden in which you 

were seized.” (IX. 5). 

 

Now, if either of these two possibilities was untenable, it was common to select an area of high 

ground or a busy crossroads for the crucifixion. This was to provide a visible deterrent to the 

people passing by not to commit such crimes. And since this form of death represented the 

ultimate form of humiliation for the criminal, his naked body had to be on public display in a 

prominent location. This is verified by Quintilian: “The crowded roads are chosen...penalties 

relate not so much to retribution as to their EXEMPLARY EFFECT” (Declamationes, 274). 

 

In Alexander Severus we read: “As a deterrent to others he had them crucified on the street that 

his slaves used most frequently.” (23:8). 

 

Where was Jesus seized? The Mount of Olives (Luke 22:39).  

 

Would the Romans have put Jesus on an area of high ground and a busy intersection so all could 

see what happens to people who would proclaim themselves the king of the Jews? Yes! Notice 

Matthew 27:39, “And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads.” At that time of 

year, just prior to the Passover, the road leading into the east gate of the Temple from the 

villages of Bethphage and Bethany, was probably the busiest in all of Jerusalem. Countless 

numbers of people were passing by with their Passover lambs under their arms or over their 

shoulders as they headed to the Temple for the ritual slaughter. There Jesus by the altar of the 

Red Heifer would have been crucified. 

 

The Place of the Skull? 

 

Now Jesus was brought, “And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a 

skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:” (John 19:17; see also Matthew 27:33; Mark 

15:22). Or as Mark says, “the place Golgotha,” Luke is the only evangelist in whose Gospel 

(Luke 23:33) this word is rendered “Calvary.” “And when they were come to the place, which is 

called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the 

other on the left.” In the Revised Version it is rendered “the skull” And it should be the same in 

Mark, Matthew, and John as the “place of [the] skull (Κρανίου Τόπος Kraníou Tópos). 

 

“Properly, the Aramaic underlying this would have to be something like meqom-golgolta’, which 

translates as either ‘place of the skull,’ or ‘the place of a skull,’ or ‘the place of the skull;’ the 

emphatic ending leaves us with three options. The complete accuracy of the Palestinian Aramaic 

form is impossible, given the paucity of Aramaic material from this period. However, with 

Hebrew and other Aramaic (including Syriac) equivalents, as well as the ‘sound’ of the word as 

preserved in the Greek texts of the Gospels, we can suppose that the form was approximately 

this. Meqom is ‘place of,’ the construct form, which is followed by the nominal emphatic form 

golgolta ‘(cf. Syriac gagulta’), (the) skull.”’ (Spring 2002 issue of Bible and Spade). 

 

To conclude, In Aramaic it is “the place of the skull” (Article Searching for Golgotha) 
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Where is this place? 

 

Many believe that there is a place where a skull face is formed on the side of an escarpment in 

Jerusalem. Many believe that this is the place where Jesus was crucified, but that is pure 

speculation. In Fact, “The features of the hill that make it look like a skull were not present in the 

first century. Archaeologists believe it to be a quarry or mine developed only in the past two or 

three centuries. In other words, its skull-like appearance is the result of modern quarrying 

operations. 

 

“The fact that Gordon’s Calvary was suggested only recently is, in itself, clear testimony that the 

hill did not resemble a skull until relatively recent times. Otherwise, it would have been 

suggested as an alternative candidate for Golgotha in earlier centuries. Yet no ancient or 

medieval tradition connects the crucifixion with the place.” (Article, Where was Golgotha? by 

Keith W. Stump, emphasis added) 

 

 
 

“Even though Gordon’s Calvary (discovered by General 

Charles Gordan in 1883) and the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher are visited with swarms of sightseers daily, 

they are both fraught with many geographical flaws. 

Simply put, they do not align with Scriptural directives. 

These inconsistencies with the Bible will be examined in 

detail later on in this book.” (pg 7). 

Gordon’s Calvary, a hill north of the city wall which 

looks like a skull, the rock-hewn tombs resembling eyes 

on a side of an escarpment. Yet no ancient or medieval 

tradition connects the crucifixion with the place. The 

location is in the north and west of the city; scripture 

however reveals Calvary on the east side of Jerusalem 

 

 

  

The word “Golgotha” is used in the Old Testament and signifies a “skull” in two places (Judges 

9:53; II Kings 9:35), the human “head” once (I Chron. 10:10) and nine times it denotes “poll” or 

“head-count.” (Numbers 1:2, 18, 20, 22; 3:47; 1Chon 23:3, 24; Exo 16:16; 38:26). Golgotha was 

a place of head counts, or counting skulls, as the Commentary on the New Testament By Robert 

H. Gundry explains, “Golgotha may mean Skull’s Place not because of a skull like shape or the 

finding of a skull there once upon a time, as often proposed, but because of its use as a place for 

counting heads, a polling place; for the Semitic word was used for living human heads, not for 

dried out skulls, and occurred often in connection with counting” (John 19:16b-18, emphasis 

added). 

 

Vincent Word studies agrees that, “The meaning is not, as Tynd., a place of dead men’s 

skulls…”(emphasis theirs). 
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This other source agrees that it could refer to a “head” count: in Nm 1:16, men are counted 

“according to their skulls/heads”: laggulgelotam (Brown, et. al.: 166). 

 

This polling place was not a small little place. The Gospel of John gives us the clear impression 

that Golgotha was not a small, specific locality, associated only with the death of Jesus, but a 

much larger region. Here we are informed that Jesus was crucified in the topos named Golgotha 

(Jn 19:17–18), but then, “in (en) the place (topos/Golgotha) where He was crucified there was a 

garden (kapos), and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had been laid.” (19:41). 

 

Jesus was both crucified and buried here in two different spots that need not be side by side; the 

maximum distance between these two locations will depend on how large an area Golgotha was 

in the first place. John 19:42 says, “There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ 

preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.” This shows that the place of the skull was 

not a small little hill, but vicinity quite large.  This source explains, “In Hebrew also, rosh can 

mean the ‘top’ of a mountain, or a hill (2 Sm 15:32), but if gulgolet can mean rosh, in some 

sense, and rosh can mean summit, in another sense, it does not mean that gulgolet can mean 

summit, or, by analogy, a hill in general” (Spring 2002 issue of Bible and Spade.). As noted 

above, the top of the Mount of Olives was the place where the red heifer was sacrificed and 

burnt. It was a place where criminals were put to death, and all the unclean things were burnt to 

ash etc…This general vicinity was called the Place of the skull, quite a large place of with 

sepulchers, gardens, and sacrifices and a polling place. The reason for counting skulls is so 

people can be counted “before the people could cross the bridge and enter the Temple from the 

East Gate into the women's court.” (Article, The Red Heifer Bridge by Norma Robertson). This 

was needed especially during the feast days. 

 

 
Crucifixion site on the Mount of Olives, the place of counting skulls before entering Jerusalem 

  

Tombs Split 

 

Another clue to finding the crucifixion site and the true site of the Temple are the tombs that split 

and the bodies of the saints fell out. “And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints 

which slept arose,  

“And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 

unto many.  
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“Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and 

those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.” 

(Matthew 27:52-54). These occurrences were happening where Jesus was crucified, and where 

the centurion was standing he could see this take place. Is there evidence of split tombs on the 

Mount of Olives?  

 

The following images show a geologic formation with evidence of earthquake damage which 

exposed graves etched into the rock face. 
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There is a prophecy about the temple mount and the second coming of Jesus Christ that says, 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come 

against Jerusalem. 

“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 

grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they 

shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as 

one that is in bitterness for his firstborn….Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those 

nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.  

“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on 

the east…”  (Zechariah 12:9-10, 14:3-4). The people will see Jesus, the one they have pierced 

come down and stand on the mount of Olives, the very place where they pierced him; it is only 

fitting that Jesus comes down to the “clean place” on this earth. 

 

Court of the Gentiles  
 

The current belief of the Temple being on the Temple Mount where the Dome of the Rock sits 

originates from Medieval times and is not rooted in history, archaeology, or any fact whatsoever; 

but mainly from tradition.  

 

However, the prophecy of the building of the Temple in Jerusalem clearly reveals the location of 

the temple and the Dome of the Rock. Revelation 11 states: “And there was given me a reed like 

unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and 

them that worship therein.  

“But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the 

Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” Now the “court” 

outside the temple cannot mean the “holy city” Jerusalem to the south. This has to mean the area 
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to the north, where the Romans occupied it in Jesus time, and the Muslims have occupied it 

when they conquered Jerusalem till our day today. The temple is situated in the middle of the 

north and south, and that area is Ophel. God says to leave the court, don’t measure it, it is for the 

gentiles. This is why the Jews are wasting their time if they think they are going to build the 

temple on the temple mount, it is not going to happen and God is making sure of that!  

 

Who builds the temple? The church of God? No-The Jews! Daniel says, “And from the time that 

the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there 

shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.” (Daniel 12:11; 8:11; 11:31) This reveals that 

the daily offerings at Jerusalem would begin again. Who else would perform the daily sacrifices? 

What religion would still require sacrifices in a temple? Who controls Jerusalem?-The Jews  

 

The ones building this temple are the Jewish people. Now Christians will probably help fund it 

and help in other ways, but it is all under the control of the Jewish nation, and it is them that will 

build it. 

 

What is the Abomination of Desolation? 

 

Back to the Prophecies noted above, they speak of an event when, “And from the time that the 

daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall 

be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.” (Dan 12:11).  Jesus spoke of this as well, “When ye 

therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 

holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)” (Matthew 24:15). What is it? 

 

An “abomination” is something God detests, and comes from the Hebrew word shakaz, for an 

idol; something, or someone who is worshiped in place of the true God, “From H8262; 

disgusting, that is, filthy; especially idolatrous or (concretely) an idol: - abominable filth (idol, -

ation), detestable (thing).” (Strong’s #8251, emphasis theirs).  

 

In our booklet Antiochus, Hitler & the Next Beast in Bible Prophecy, we demonstrate that the 

“little horn” of Daniel 8 will fulfill this prophecy in the future, and was fulfilled in type in the 

past by Antiochus Epiphanes. This prophecy of Antiochus states, “And arms shall stand on his 

part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and 

they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.” (Dan 11:31).  

 

Of Daniel’s prophecy, Kitto says, “This appears to have been a prediction of the pollution of the 

temple by Antiochus Epiphanes, who caused an idolatrous altar to be built on the altar of burnt 

offerings, whereon unclean things were offered to Jupiter Olympius, to whom the temple itself 

was dedicated” (Encyclopedia of Biblical Literature, John Kitto, Vol. 1, p. 22). 

 

Daniel 8:11 a prophecy of the Little Horn states, “Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince 

of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was 

cast down.”  

 

The Critical and Experimental Commentary says this was partially fulfilled by Antiochus, 

“Though robbed of its treasures, it was not strictly ‘cast down’ by Antiochus; so that a fuller 
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accomplishment is future. Antiochus took away the daily sacrifice for a few years; the Romans, 

for many ages, and ‘cast down’ the temple; and Antichrist, in connection with Rome, the fourth 

kingdom, shall do so again, after the Jews in their own land, still unbelieving, shall have rebuilt 

the temple and restored the Mosaic ritual” (Faussett, Vol. 4, p. 427, emphasis mine). 

 

However as noted in the commentary, this prophecy will also be fulfilled in the latter days as it 

says plainly, “Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint 

which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression 

of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 

“And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed… So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my 

face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the 

vision.” (Daniel 8:13-14, 17). This was a dual prophecy!  An end time “Little Horn” will do the 

same thing in a latter Temple, setting up something that will be an abomination in God’s sight; 

this will trigger the Great Tribulation! 

 

What is going to be “set up”? The Apostle Paul explains, “Let no man deceive you by any 

means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be 

revealed, the son of perdition;  

“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 

he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” (2 Thess 2:3-4). The 

end time Beast will stop the worship of God from being performed in the temple (the daily 

sacrifice) and set up this Abomination which will be the False Prophet (Rev 19:20). 

 

2 Thessalonians 2 continues, “And then shall that Wicked [one] be revealed, whom the Lord 

shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:  

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 

wonders, [The second Beast-False Prophet, compare Rev 13:13; 19:20]” (vv.8-9). In our booklet 

Who, What is the Beast of Revelation? We have identified this individual as the Pope in Rome. 

In a Church/State Alliance with the Beast, the Beast will set the Pope up in the Temple of God 

where he sits as the “Vicar of Christ” meaning he represents Christ on earth! This will cause the 

“sanctuary to be cast down” and Jerusalem will be trodden under foot 42 months (Rev 11:2).  

 

When this occurs Jesus said, “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:  

“Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:  

“Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  

“And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  

“But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:  

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 

time, no, nor ever shall be.” (Matthew 24:16-21). The Great Tribulation is coming upon the 

peoples of Jacob all 12 tribes of Israel! (Jer 30:5,7)  

 

As noted above in Ezekiel 9 he saw a vision of men with a “destroying weapon in his hand.” 

(v.1). They were to slay everyone in Jerusalem without the “mark” of God on their foreheads. 

God told him to “begin at my sanctuary” (v.6). But notice also, Ezekiel asks God, “…wilt thou 

destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem?  
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“Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceeding great, and 

the land is full of blood, and the city full of perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken 

the earth, and the LORD seeth not.  

“And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense 

their way upon their head.” (8-10). Jerusalem symbolized all of Israel, since Jerusalem anciently 

was the capital of all 12 tribes of Israel. So it begins at the temple of God, and goes out to all 

Israel. 

 

Movements to Build the Temple 

 

Today in Israel and around the world many Christians and Jews have organized to rebuild the 

Temple. The group called Temple Institute, a religious educational and activist group dedicated 

to preparing for the construction of the Third Temple in Jerusalem have prepared the clothing for 

the priests, harps and the tools for the sacrifices, and also partnered with an Israeli cattleman to 

raise a red heifer, a cow suitable for use in important Temple rituals as described by the Torah.  

 

When these will realize that the temple stood on Ophel, and not on the temple mount, Ophel is in 

the Jews possession, and they don’t have to worry about the Muslims and the Dome of the Rock-

they could start building it tomorrow if they wish; that’s how fast prophecy can be fulfilled when 

God allows it! 

 

 


