Can A Christian L oose Salvation?

By Peter Salemi

Can A Christian Loose Salvation? Many Mainstream fundamentalist say No!
They say its impossible. A person can no more “work” his way OUT of Salvation,
they say, then he can “work” his way into Salvation. But what does the Bible say?

Thisdoctrineof “eternal security” (commonly known as* once saved alwayssaved”) isbelieved by most
fundamentalist, even though asmall minority of them do not. But thisdoctrine seemsto beoneof the
essentialsof Protestant Christianity.

They clamthat all you haveto doisaccept Jesusand you are saved. That'sit! No matter what you do from
that timeon, it does not matter what you do, thereisno way you can lose salvation. Easier than buying a
pair of shoesor going to college, salvationisthe easiest thing to obtain. Salvation then, using thiskind of
thinkingisno longer aMATTER OF CHOICE! But a choicewedo have. God hassaid, “...I have set before
you lifeand death, blessing and cursing: therefore chooselife, that both thou and thy seed may live:” (Deut
30:19). We arefreemoral agents. If we are once saved, yet then change our mindsand do not want to
obey God anymore, and go back into the world, doesthat mean | amstill saved? By my own choicel
reject God, want nothing to do with him, then at theresurrection when | stand beforethejudgment seat of
Christ, will God accept meanyways? I sthat theway it works? Why doesthe Bible stressthen
righteousness, and good deeds?Why did Jesus say, “ If thou areto enter into life, KEEPTHE
COMMANDMENTS’ (Matthew 19:17)?And Paul aswdll, said, “ Circumcisionisnothing, and uncircumcision
isnothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God” (1 Corinthians 7:19)? I sthisdoctrine of eternal
security valid when put to thetest in the scriptures? We will examinethat later, but let mefirst quote what
Wilson Ewin saysabout thisdoctrinewhichisbelieved by Millions, “...the person who placeshisfaithinthe
Lord Jesus Christ and hisblood shed at Calvary iseternally secure. He can never lose His salvation. Nor
breaking God's or man’s Laws or commandments can nullify that status’ (Thereis Therefore Now No
Commandment, emphasisadded).

Mr. Ewindid not, when he made this statement takeinto account the scripture, “thewagesof SinisDEATH”
(Romans6:23). And don’ t thesefire and brimstone preachers preach that all sinnersgoto hell?“ Ah” they
say, “ Those scriptures arefor the unconverted, not the Christian?’ Really! Isthat what your Bible says
about the converted?

God HasGiven Man a Choice

Does God force peopleto love him? Of course hedoesnot! God will no moreforce you or meto obey
him. If hewanted robotsto love him hewould of created them. God put into man ahuman spirit, with free
will. God gave usthe choiceto love and obey, or to hate and disobey. Yesit's God'swill to call people. And
itsGod'swill to save people, but it’syour will to accept hiswill or reject hiswill.

When God called I srael out of Egypt, asGod said, “Out of Egypt | called my son” (Hosea12:1). Moses
went up into the mountain and God gave him the 10 Commandmentsto giveto I sragl. M oses presented the
will of God to them, and to make acovenant, with Isragl . A Covenant isan agreement between to parties.



Holman'sBible Dictionary writesunder “ Covenant,” “ A pact, treaty, alliance, or agreement between two
partiesof equal or of unequal authority. The covenant or testament isacentral, unifying themein
Scripture, God'scovenantswithindividual sand thenation I sragl finding final fulfillment inthe new covenant
in Christ Jesus. God' s covenants can be understood by humans because they are model ed on human
covenantsor treaties’ (emphasisadded) God offered and |srael HAD TOACCEPT IT ORREJECT IT! Isradl
accepted asit saysin Exodus 24:3, “ And M oses came and told the people all thewords of the LORD, and
all thejudgments: and all the people answered with onevoice, and said, All thewordswhich the LORD
hath said will we do.”

Inthe New Testament it’ sthe samething. God callsusout of theworld by hisgrace, for itisthe“ goodness
[“gracious’ Gk. “chrestos’ Strong’ s#5543-44] of God that leadsusto repentance” (Rom 2:14). He
presentsto us his covenant, the Renewed and everlasting Covenant, the same Covenant he presented to
Abraham, I saac, Jacob and Isragl, and we haveto ACCEPT IT, ORREJECT IT! If we accept the Covenant, we
become* chosen” of God, hispeople.

God saysthat hewould writethelaw in our hearts. In Jeremiah 31:31 and Hebrews 8 God says, “I will put
my law intheir inward parts, and writeit intheir hearts, and will betheir God, and they shal be my people’
(v.33). How isthat done? By the Holy Spirit of God. Romans 8:4 says, “ That the righteousness of the
law might befulfilledin us, whowalk not after theflesh, but after the Spirit...But yearenot in theflesh,
but in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Chrigt, heisnoneof his’ (vv.4, 9). When do wereceivethe Holy Spirit? At Baptism, “ Repent, and be
baptized every one of you inthe name of Jesus Christ for theremission of sins, and ye shall receivethe gift
of theHoly Ghost” (Acts2:38). At baptism, when we arewashed of our sins, and bury the old man, and
liveinnewnessof life, we, whentheminister lay’son handsand wereceivethe Holy Spirit, enter and
accept the Covenant that God offersus. We say, likewhat Israel said, “ All that thelord has said we will
do.” The New Covenant when we accept it, is sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ. Inthe Old
Testament, Moses said in Exodus 24, “ Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath madewith
you concerning all thesewords.” (v.8). Jesus saysthe samething in thegospels, but thistimeit washis
blood that was shed for theremission of sins.

Matthew 26, “ For thisismy blood of the new testament, whichisshed for many for theremission of Sins.”
(v.28).

Now, if wewillfully by our own choice accept the covenant and are saved by the grace of God when he
calsusand presentsto ushiscovenant. Can wewillfully fall from grace andlose Salvation?

L ose Salvation through Willful Sin

Thewriter of thebook of Hebrewssaid, “ For if wesinwillfully, after that we have received the knowledge
of thetruth, thereremaineth no moresacrificefor sins, But acertain fearful looking for of judgment andfiery
indignation which shall devour the adversaries’ (Hebrews 10:26). Now first of all, thisdoes not mean people
who aretrying to overcomeand strugglewith sinsand temptations. That isan overcoming sinner. And those
that do sin, because they cannot overcome, 1 John says, “But if wewalk inthelight, asheisinthelight, we
havefellowship onewith another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfromall sin...1f we
confessour sins, heisfaithful andjust to forgive usour sins, andto cleanse usfromal unrighteousness.”
(2:7,9). John was speaking of himself and fellow Christians. Heincluded himself in those statements saying
“us’ and“we.”



Now thecontextin Hebrewsis*“if wesinwillfully.” Meaning, not overcoming, but willfully going back into
theworld and partaking intheworld, going back totheoldlife, willfully in UNBELIEF! Without repentance! I
thesinner continuesin thispath, and does not repent, then when Christ comes, after thesinner dies, (or is
still alivewhen he comes), and isresurrected, then heissubject to thelake of Fire!

TheApostle Paul clearly told the church of God that sinsneed to be repented of. 2 Corinthians12:20-21
says, “For | fear, lest, when | come, | shall not find you such as| would, and that | shall befound untoyou
such asyewould not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings,
tumults

“Andlest, when| comeagain, my God will humble meamong you, and that | shall bewail many which
have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and for nication and lasciviousness
which they have committed.” Sin must be repented of . But if the person does not have belief anymore
will herepent?Indeed hewill not, but al hopeisnot lost. God promisesthe sinner that hewill savedthe
sinner. God promised hewould not forsake us, nor leave us, the only way toloseit, is, if the sinner
forsakes God. Yesthe Bible saysthat God isnot willing that any should perish, but that all should cometo
repentance, but that is God'swill, the Christian must be willing to subject themselvesto God'swill as
well.IT'SA COVENANT RELATIONSHIP! God will help, but the Biblewarns, “ Seek yethe L ord, whilehe may
befound, call yeupon himwhileheisnear” (Isaiah 55:6). Thisshowsthat therewill beatimewhen God
will not befound-atimewhen therewill be no opportunity to repent. How doesthat happen? By the
hardening of the heart of the Christian. Noticewhat Jeremiahwrote, “ Then shal yecall upon me, andye
shall go and pray unto me, and | will hearken unto you.

“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for mewith all your heart.

“And | will befound of you, saiththe LORD:” (29:12-14). When we seek God with an open and repentant
heart, hewill befound. But if wedo not, and reject, and do not believein our heartsanymore, God will not
be found because our heartsare not seeking him!

We must remember God searchesthe heartsof men. “1 am hewhich searcheth thereinsand hearts.” (Rev
2:23). Whentheheart ishard, and thereisno moreroomto repent, God judges. Like Saul in the book of
Samuel. Because hisheart was hardened after hereceived the Holy Spirit, God spoke no moreto him, and
took the Kingdom of I srael away from him, and gaveit to aman after hisown heart, David. God wasnot
found when Saul looked for him. “ ... Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD answered himnot,” (1 Samuel
28:6). He did not answer because Saul’s heart was hardened. Hewasjust looking for a way out of him
troubles, he had no intention of repenting.

Now fundamentaliststry to explain the passage abovein Hebrews, that Paul was not speaking of truly
converted Christians. But, after receiving the knowledge of thetruth, they still do not accept the
subgtitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ. But the context to whom Paul was speaking isvery clear. The“we”
in chapter 10 verse 26 includesboth thewriter and the readers of the epistle.

Noticethe preceding verses: “Let usdraw near with atrue heart infull assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodieswashed with purewater.

“Let usholdfast the profession of our faithwithout wavering; (for heisfaithful that promised;)

“And let usconsider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

“ Not forsaking the assembling of ourselvestogether, asthe manner of someis; but exhorting oneanother:
and so much themore, asye seetheday approaching.” (Heb 10:22-25). Thewriter clearly doesnot have
unconverted peoplein view! Heisspeaking to peoplewho havea ready experienced baptism and spiritua
cleansing. He speaking to the peopl e of faith to hold on to thefaith tenacioudly that was once delivered.



To God'sNew Testament Church!

Noticetheauthor’suseof “us’ andrelated terms:. “Let Usdraw near...Let ushold fast...let usconsider one
another...Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves[ Sabbath assembly]. Then after al thishesays, “ For if
we[God's Church] sinwillfully...thereremaineth no more sacrificefor sins.” Can there be any doubt that
thewriter isspeaking to truly converted Christians? None whatsoever! The context will alow for no other
conclusion.

Now somehowever say, that thewriter said, “if” wesinwillfully. They reason that it samere hypothesis,
and that it would never really happento the Christian. Nonsense! What'sthepoint of saying it, if it wasa
mere hypothesis?

Thereare more scripturesthat show aChristian can lose salvation.

“Hethat despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

“Of how much sorer punishment, supposeye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?’ (Hebrews 10:28, 29). Noticeit'sthe*sanctified”
person heisspeaking to. The one set apart forgiven. The oneinthe COVENANT with God, withtheHoly
Spirit. Clearly amember of God'schurch.

To “trodden down” the Son of God means“that peopletread on what they despise and contemn.” (Barnes
Notes). God givesusachoice, toloveor hate him. These are people who willfully turn fromGod in
unbelief and hate God, these are the ones subject to death for all eternity inthelake of fireunlessthey

repent.

In Hebrews 3 we seethe author using the experience of Israel inthe Exodusand using it asan example of
our pilgrimage hereareearth. The“rest” islikened unto therest wewill have with Jesusin the Kingdom of
God. ThePromiselandisatype of the Kingdom, our inheritance. Thewildernessisatypeof thislifeinthe
wildernessof thisworld. Noticewhat he says, “ Harden not your hearts, asin the provocation, in the day
of temptationinthewilderness:

“When your fatherstempted me, proved me, and saw my worksforty years.

“Whereforel wasgrieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err intheir heart; and they have not
known my ways.

“So | swarein my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)

“Take heed, brethren, lest there bein any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the
living God.

“But exhort one another daily, whileitiscalled To day; lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.

“For weare made partakersof Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto theend;

“Whileitissaid, Today if yewill hear hisvoice, harden not your hearts, asinthe provocation.

“For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.

“But withwhom was he grieved forty years?wasit not with them that had sinned, whose car casesfell
in the wilderness?

“And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that



believed not?

“ So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief” (Hebrews 3:8-19). Their choiceto reject
God, and sinin hissight, by the hardening of their heartsthrough sin caused them not to inherit the Promise
land. They departed from God. The author warned that what happen to them can happen to usif wedo the
samething they did during thetimeof Moses. Thetimeof the Exodusare” ensamples: and they arewritten
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of theworld arecome.” (1 Corinthians10:11).

Hebrews 6 shows again willing apostasy from thefaith and back into theworld, rejecting God, “ For itis
impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made
partakers of the Holy Ghost,

“ And havetasted the good word of God, and the powers of theworld to come,

“If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselvesthe Son of
God afresh, and put himto an open shame.

“For the earth which drinkethin therain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by
whomitisdressed, receiveth blessing from God:

“But that which beareth thornsand briersisrejected, and isnigh unto cursing; whose end isto be burned.”
(Hebrews6:4-8). Theapostle Paul issaying herethat those who havethe Holy Spirit of God dwellingin
them, “if they fall away,” they must “repent” and“ renew” them again. Thisdoes not mean that they should
go through the baptismal watersagain, and receivethe Holy Spirit. No, they areaready in the Covenant
with God. Likelsragl of Old, God sent prophetsto them to repent, and return to him. God was not going to
writethe 10 Commandmentson stoneonceagain. What it meansisfor * arenewing of the exercise of the
graceof repentanceand to berenewed ‘again™’ (John Gill’sExposition of the Entire Bible). To Go Back
into the gracethat God has giving you, theimputing of the righteousnessthat God gave you through hisHoly

Spirit.

Another examplegiven by TheApostle Paul isin Romans. Hewas speaking of the Olive Tree, asasymbol
of Israel. He spoke of the branchesbeing “ cut off” and warned the church that the same can happento
believersif they gointo“ unbdlief,” “Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by
faith. Benot highminded, but fear:

“For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.

“Behold thereforethe goodness and severity of God: onthemwhichfell, severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continuein hisgoodness. otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.” (Romans 11:20-23). We
must continueinthe*goodness’ of God. Continueinthelaw of God, whichisrighteousness. God'slawis
Faith, and breaking it willingly showsthat you do not havefaith, your unbelief will causeyouto lose
salvation.

Again, Jesususesthe exampleof thevineinthe Gospd of John. Jesussaid, “| amthetruevine, and my
Father isthe husbandman.

“Every branch in methat beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgethit, that it may bring forth morefruit.

“Now yeare clean through theword which | have spoken unto you.

“Abidein me, and | in you. Asthe branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abidein me.

“I anthevine, yearethebranches: Hethat abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without meye can do nothing.



“1f aman abide not in me, heis cast forth asa branch, and iswithered; and men gather them,
and cast themintothefire, and they areburned” (John 15:1-6). The Christian must abidein Jesus
Chrigt. “Chrigtin You.” Wemust havefaithin Jesus Christ withthe* Righteousness’ he*imputed” to usby
theHoly Spirit. That first Commandment in God' srighteousnessis, “1 anthe LORD thy God, which have
brought thee out of theland of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

“Thou shat have no other gods beforeme.” (Exodus 20:2-3). What is God saying here?Heisbasicaly
saying to havefaith, believeinyour Savior Yahweh. And Jesus Christ isthe YAHWEH of theOLD
TESTAMENT! Noticeother scripturesthat istied with thefirst commandment. “ Yet | am the LORD thy God
fromtheland of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for thereisno saviour besideme.” (Hosea
13;4). God himself quotesthefirst commandment and saysheisthe Saviour. Thefirst commandment
basically saysto believe on your saviour and not ONANY OTHER GOD’ S

In Deuteronomy 32, God showsthat thefirst two commandments are commandmentsof faith! Inthis
chapter he speaksof Isragl goingintoidolatry, and callsthem “childreninwhomisnofaith” (v.20). Thefirst
two commandments are commandments of faith, inwhich whichwe must havefaithin our saviour Jesus
Christ.

If we do not, and break these two commandswillingly going back into theworld, we are then not
“abiding” in Jesus Christ our saviour, and thereforeif wedo not repent, Jesussaysweare cast intothe“fire’
and are” burned.” Why?Becausewedid not produce“fruits.” Thesefruitsarethefruitsof “ righteousness’
(seePhilippians 1:11). And what isrighteousness?* dl thy commandmentsarerighteousness’ (Psalm
119:172).

Inthe book of Revelation, the church of Ephesuswasontheverge of doing just that, they have “left thy first
love’ (Rev 2:4), and Jesustold themto “repent, and do thefirst works;” (v.5). The Loveof Godisto keep
hiscommandments, 1 John 5:3. They were breaking thefirst Commandment in the Law, tolove God with
all your heart. Jesustold themto do the“first works,” which wasto keep that first commandment inthelaw
of God.

Thebook of James showsthe samethemethroughout the Bible, that the Christian must stay inthefaith or,
without repentance suffer the death penalty, for the“wagesof sinisdeath” (Romans6:23). Hewrites,
“Brethren, if any of you do err fromthetruth, and one convert him;

“Let himknow, that he which converteth the sinner fromtheerror of hisway shall saveasoul from
death, and shall hideamultitudeof sins’ (James5:19-20). The repentance of the sinner saved him from
suffering the death of Gahennafire! Repentanceisneeded, of coming back into thefaith and obedience of
God, with your whole heart and mind, and being, God through hisgracewill forgiveand cleanseyou
through the blood of Jesus Chridt.

Now, onelast scriptureout of theletter of Peter that makesvery clear, what happensto the believersif he
goesback into theworld and does not repent of hissins. Peter writes, “ For if after they have escaped the
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the L ord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they areagain
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

“For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

“But itishappened unto them according to thetrue proverb, The dogisturned to hisown vomit again;
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing inthe mire” (2 Peter 2:20-22)



Thisscripture speaksvolumes! Peter says, after escaping the pollutions of thisworld, meaning after God has
saved you fromyour sins, and you become* entangled” therein once again, meaning, “the pollutionsof the
world, inworldly lusts, which areasgins, pitsand snares.” (Gill’s). Again, not an overcoming sinner, but
going right back into the pit, into which God saved you out of without repentance!

Now weare* escaped” “through the knowledge of the L ord and Saviour Jesus Christ” Peter says. The
word “Knowledge’ inthe Greek is* epignosis’ and it means, “From G1921; recognition, that is, (by
implication) full discernment, acknowl edgement: - (ac-) knowledge (-ing, -ment).” (Strong’s# 1922).
Thisword comesfrom the Strong’s 1921 number word, “epiginosko” which means, “ From G1909 and
G1097; to know upon some mark, that is, recognise; by implication to become fully acquainted with, to
acknowledge: - (ac-, have, take) know (-ledge, well), perceive.” (Strong's# 1921). The Strong’s number
1097 “ginosko” “to know” isused, in 1 John 2:3 that tells us how we know, acknowl edge, and recognize
God, “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.” To Know Jesus
Christ isto keep his Commandments. Thisisthefaith that we must have. K eeping the Commandments of
God isshowing and demonstrating our faithin God. As James says, “ Yea, aman may say, Thou hast faith,
and | haveworks: show methy faith without thy works, and | will show thee my faith by my works.
“Thou believest that thereis one God; thou doest well: thedevilsa so believe, and tremble.

“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without worksisdead?’ (James 2;18-20). Thedevilsbelieves
in God BUT TREMBLES because he does not obey, so hisFAITH ISDEAD! Keeping thelaw of God shows
your faithisaiveand you believein God by obeying what he says, anything lessisadead faith!

So the apostle Peter issaying inthat scripture that we escaped out of theworld through the knowl edge of
God, by obeying him, because he gave usthe Holy Spirit, see Romans 8:4, then “ entangl€”’ ourselvesonce
again, and*“overcome” by them meaning “conquered” (Good NewsBible), by sin, the“latter endisworse
with themthan the beginning.” Or, “their last condition isworsethan their former one” (International
Standard Version). Thefirst conditionwas subject to thewrath of God, being under the law, but God was
willingto givethem grace, just likethe Christian now. But those who havereceived the grace, and have
regjected it, going back into theworld and sinningintheir old state, thelatter end isworse, becausethey will
be burnt up, and thereisSNO MORE RESURRECTION! THEIR CHANCE ISOVER!

Noticewhat Peter saysinthenext verse, “” For it had been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.”
Now “al thy commandmentsarerighteousness’ (Psalm 119:172). And the“ therighteousness of thelaw
might befulfilled in us, who walk not after theflesh, but after the Spirit.” (Romans8:4). So it wasbetter not
to receivetheway of God, hislaw, thento haveknownit, and thenturn back tosin, for “sinisthe
transgression of thelaw.” (1 John 3:4). Thisiswhat Peter issaying when he said, that they have“turn from
the holy commandment delievered unto them.” Itiswhenwereceivethe Holy Spirit, that God
“imputes’ to usHISrighteousness, thefaithin our Saviour Jesus Christ. Weturn fromthat, wehave nofaith.
ThisHoly Commandment isthefirst commandment in the Law of God to believe on your Saviour, Yahweh,
whoisJesus Christ! Weldey writes, “ The commandment - Thewholelaw of God, oncenot only delivered
totheir ears, but writtenintheir hearts.” (Explanatory Noteson WholeBible).

ClarkesCommentary says, “ Thewholereligion of Christiscontained in thisone commandment, ‘ Thou shalt
lovetheLordthy Godwithal thy heart, with al thy soul, withal thy mind, and with al thy strength;

[ Deuteronomy 6:5] and thy neighbor asthysdlf. [Leviticus19:18]" Hewho obeysthisgreat commandment,
and thisby thegrace of Christ ispossibleto every man, issaved from sinning either against hisGod or
againgt hisneighbor. Nothing lessthan thisdoesthereligion of Christ require.”



Thayers Definition of Commandment writeswhich Commandmentit actudly is:
“1) an order, command, charge, precept, injunction
1a) that whichisprescribed to one by reason of hisoffice
2) acommandment
2a) aprescribed rulein accordancewithwhich athingisdone
2al) aprecept relating to lineage, of the M osai ¢ precept concerning the priesthood
2a2) ethically used of the commandments in the Mosaic law or Jewish tradition” (emphasis added).

TheApostle Peter Makes clear how one canloseone ssalvation, by as Jesussaid, by leaving, “thy first
love.” (Reveation 2:4). TheLove of God, whichiskeeping hisCommandments. The Love of God must be
inus, andif we"leave’ that first love, Jesussays, “ Remember thereforefrom whencethou art fallen, and
repent, and do thefirst works; or elsel will come unto thee quickly, and will removethy candlestick out of
hisplace, except thou repent.” (Rev 2:5). Jesustellsusto repent and do thefirst works, theworks of God,
that work that isworking in us, by the Holy Spirit, of faith in our Saviour by keeping the Commandments of
God.

TheThird Resurrection.

Now religions preach that thereisaplace called hell, where people go to betortured and tormented forever
inafiery place. Thishowever isNOT adoctrineof the Bible. Ever burning Hell isnot inthe Bible. God
showsthat thewicked will be burnt up and become ash, notice Malachi, “ For, behold, the day cometh, that
shall burn asan oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that
cometh shall burn them up, saiththe LORD of hosts, that it shall |leave them neither root nor branch.

“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousnessarisewith heding in hiswings, and yeshal go
forth, and grow up ascalvesof thestall.

“And ye [the Righteous] shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashesunder the soles of your feet
intheday that | shall dothis, saiththe LORD of hosts.” (Malachi 4:1, 3). Thisisthefate of thewicked. They
areto be consumed and not to exist anymore. God isgoing to usethe agent of firetodoit. Thewagesof sin
ISDEATH, not everlasting lifein hell. When doesthis happen? The Bible speaks of 3 resurrections. One,
theresurrection of the Christianswho have been converted and receivethe Holy Spiritinthislifeand have
overcome. These, “the second death hath no power,” (Revelation 20:6). The second death isthe death that
isto take place where the wicked are burned.

The second resurrection istheresurrection of the entire human race who was not saved and receivethere
first chancefor salvation. Rev 20:11-12, explains, “And | saw agreat whitethrone, and him that sat onit,
from whosefacethe earth and the heaven fled away; and therewasfound no placefor them.

“And | saw thedead, small and great, stand before God; and the bookswere opened: and another book
was opened, whichisthebook of life: and the dead werejudged out of thosethingswhichwerewrittenin
the books, according to their works.” 1t’ stheir time of Judgment. The house of God, the churchisbeing
judged now. Thisjudgment isthejudgment of correction. Learning God'swaysand laws. “ For thetimeis
comethat judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shal the end be of them
that obey not the gospel of God?’ (1 Peter 4:17). It startsat the church of God.

Therearetwo Greek wordsrendered “ condemnation” or “ Judgment.” Theword “krisis,” trand ated
“condemnation” isjudgment, asitisusualy trandated. Thisword refersto aprocessof evaluation rather
than an act of punishment. “Kriss’ means*the process of investigation, theact of distinguishingand



separating, . . . ajudging, apassing of judgment upon apersonor thing” (W.E. Vine, Vine'sComplete
Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, Thomas Nel son Publishers, Nashville, 1985,
p.119). Krisisisto be distinguished from krima, which refersto “ the sentence pronounced, a verdict,
a condemnation, the decision resulting froman investigation” (ibid.).

Noticethescripture: “ ”But when we arejudged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be
condemned [ krima’] withtheworld” (1 Corinthians11:32). Noticeweare*judged” and* chastened” so
wewould not be* condemned.” Thetimeof judgment isatime of correction, to correct our ways, God will
teach ushisway out of hislaws. The Old Testament saysthe samethingin Psalms94:12 “Blessed isthe
man whom thou chastenest (Heb. yacar-cor rect), O LORD, and teachest him out of thy law;”

Habakkuk 1:12 says, “ Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mineHoly One?weshall not die.
O LORD, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for
correction.” Thisiswhat the second resurrectionis, atimeof Judgment or correction.

Now thethird resurrection isthetime of the unrepentant wicked peoplewho know thetruth and refuseto
repent and obey God. “ And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up
the dead which werein them: and they werejudged every man according to their works.

“ And death and hell were cast into thelake of fire. Thisisthe second death.

“ And whosoever was not found writtenin the book of lifewas cast intothelakeof fire.” (Rev 20:13-15).
These peoplenotice, “they werejudged” past tense. They received their chancefor salvation and rejected
it. How do weknow? Their nameswere* not found written in the book of life.” God said to M oses,
“Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will | blot out of my book.” (Exodus32:33). Thesewerecast into
the“lakeof fire” and do not exist anymore. Thisisthe second death! The everlasting permanent death. This
death, the peoplein thefirst resurrection will not be subject to, they will have everlasting life. But the people
inthe second resurrection, they still, will besubject toit till they overcome, and receive eternd life.

What About “ Predestination” ?

Thedoctrineof “irresistiblegrace” statesthat human will cannot resst thewill of God; therefore, when God
drawsanindividual to Himself, theindividual will submit. Thosewho hold thisbelief say that all the
saved, from the time of Adam to the end of the age, were* predestined” to salvation beforetheworld
began. Those not chosen for salvation beforethefoundation of the world cannot be saved, no matter
how diligently they seek it. But the predestined, those chosen of God from the beginning, cannot escape
salvation. Their eternal destiny was secured eonsbeforethey wereborn.

Oneof the chief “proof texts’ used to support thisdoctrineis Romans 8:29,30:

“For whom He [God] did foreknow, Hea so did predestinate to be conformed to theimage of His Son,
that He might be the Firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also
called: and whom He called, them He a so justified: and whom Hejustified, them Healso glorified.”

Does*“foreknowledge”’ suggest that God determined thousands of years ago who would be saved and
whowould not?No! Theterm smply suggeststhat God knew usbeforewe knew Him, that Hisknowing us
was essential to our knowing Him. John wrote, “Welove Him, because Hefirst loved us’ (I John
4:19). Paul asked, “Who hasever givento God, that God should repay him?’ (Romans 11:35, NIV).
In hisepistleto the Galatians, he said, “ But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known
of God...” (4:9), meaning that a person can cometo know God in apersonal, intimate way only after



God has known him.

The above passages show that God' s people came to know andlove God because God first knew and
lovedthem. Oncewe were *“ known of Him,” we had the opportunity to “know” Him as our Heavenly
Father-hence, He“foreknew” us.

Those foreknown of Him were predestined to be “ conformed to the image of His Son.” Doesthis
mean that the eternal destiny of those chosen of God is sealed, and that the * predestined” person has
no choice but to enter the Kingdom of God?No, it does not! Theterm * predestination” simply suggests
that God has predeter mined the destiny of those He calls, but does not indicate that He has
predetermined whether they will remain faithful to their calling. Our destiny isto be* conformed to the
image of HisSon.” But just asit is possblefor anarplane” predestined” tolandinagiven placewithina
given timeframe, to crash and never reach itsintended destination, so it ispossible for those
“predestined” to God'sKingdomto “fall away” and never reach the destination God had established for
them.

Much of the misunderstanding seemsto stem from preconceived ideas about such termsas
“foreknowledge” and “ predestination.” Some modern English translators give clarity to the passage by
replacing these termswith words more meaningful to the modem reader.

Notice how Williamstranslates Romans 8:29,30: “ For those on whom He set His heart beforehand He
marked off as His own to be made like His Son, that He might be the eldest of many brothers; and
those whom He marked off asHis own Healso calls; and thosewhom He callsHebringsinto right
standing with Himself; thosewho He bringsinto right standing with Himself Healso glorifies” (New
Testament in the Language of the People).

This passage gives no support to the“irresistible grace” theory. Rather, it agrees perfectly with the
many scripturesthat speak of conditions believers must meet in order to continueinjudtification.

The Righteous scar cely be saved

Someof thedlitesintheU.S.A., Canadaand Britain say that Chritianity isfor “wimps.” They think that
Chrigtianity isaway for peoplewho can’t hack it in thereal world, they are not strong enough to cope so
they turntoreligion, and theway of Christ. Isthislineof thinking true? Of coursenot! Many Christiansnow
are persecuted for their faith and they never wavered. They kept thefaithin Jesusand “loved not their lives
unto thedeath.” (Revelation 12:11). Thechallengesof Chrigtianity are chalengesthat our world today does
not want to face. Christ said, “ Enter yein at the strait gate: for wideisthe gate, and broad isthe way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:

“Because strait isthe gate, and narrow isthe way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it.” (Matthew 7:13-14). Themajority of peopleintheworld take the easy way, and that |eadsto nowhere.
No purpose, no reward. It'sthe difficult way of salvation of Christianity that |eadstolifeeverlasting with
everlasting rewards. The people that take Christ's way are the strong ones, not the other way around.
Peoplethese daysdon’t want to even keep one of the Commandmentsof God |et aloneall of them. They
can't or they will not, it’sto hard for them to overcome. Jesussaid, “ But hethat shall endure unto theend,
thesame shal besaved.” (Matthew 24:13). “ To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with meinmy throne,
even as| also overcame, and am set down with my Father in histhrone.” (Rev 3:21). Wemust overcome



thisworld, as Jesusovercamethisworld, and receive eternd life. The Bible does not Teach once saved
alwayssaved, but alife of overcoming, to devel op the divine nature, the Godly character for the kingdom of
God.

TheApostle Peter said, “ Andif therighteous scarcely be saved, where shdl the ungodly and thesinner
appear?’ (1 Peter 4:18). John Gill putsit thisway, “but they aresaid to be* scarcely’ saved, because of the
difficulty of it, both with respect to Christ, who met with difficultiesin working out their salvation; by
reason of the strictness of divinejustice, and the demands of the righteouslaw, which would makeno
abatement; the sinsof his peoplehe had to bear, and make atonement for; the many enemieshehad to
grapplewith, and the accursed death of the cross, he had to undergo; though they were such hewasableto
surmount, and did: and especially with respect to the saints themsel ves; for though their salvationis
certain and complete, being finished by Christ, yet their enjoyment of it is attended with many
difficulties; by reason of the corruptions of nature, a law in their members warring against the law of
their minds; the frequent temptations of Satan, who seeks to devour them, and their wrestlings with
principalities and powers, which are above their match; and also by reason of various afflictions and
per secutions, and many tribulations, which make their way to eternal life a strait way, and through
which they must enter into the kingdom of heaven: and if this be their case, asitis,” (emphasis
added). God' sway build’sthe best character for the Christian. Difficult Yes, impossible, No! Christiswith
usandinusby his Spirit. Heovercametheworld, and so will weand bevictorious, as John said, “ For
whatsoever isborn [“begotten”] of God overcometh theworld: and thisisthevictory that overcometh
theworld, even our faith.” (1 John 5:4). Jesussaid, “Intheworld ye shall havetribulation: but be of good
cheer; | have overcometheworld.” (John 16:33). Be of Good cheer God ison our sideand we can
overcome and have victory because of Jesus Christ and what hedid for usonthecross, “1f God befor us,
who can beagainst us? (Rom 8:31).

Inanother positivelight, Isit not agood thing that the Christian know that one can lose salvation? Think of
it. If you know you canloseit, if youwillfully go back into theworld without repentance, and you know
what the end result isgoing to be, would that not makeyou realizethat, that iSNOT what you want, and
bring you closer to God, and not theworld? Of courseit does. If it wereimpossiblefor you tolose salvation
asthefundamentalist preach, then that line of thinking, bringsyou closer to theworld knowing that it does
not matter what you do, youwill always be saved, thereforeit will enticethe Christian to sin, becausethere
are no consequences!

Arguments
1) TheFather willsthat Christ “ Should L ose Nothing”

Jesus Chrigt said: “ All that the Father giveth me shall cometo me; and himthat comethtomel will inno
wise cast out. For | came down from heaven, not to do mineown will, but thewill of Him that sent me. And
thisisthe Father’swill which hath sent me, that of al which He hath given mel shouldlosenothing, but
shouldraiseit up again at thelast day” (John 6:37-39).

Fundamentalistsforceat | east two assumptionsinto this passageto makeit fit their “ once saved, aways
saved” doctrine. First, they assumethat Christ’sstatement, “1 will innowisecast [him] out,” is
unconditiona . Second, they assumethat “the Father’ swill” isGod’ sunconditional decree, rather than ssimply
Hisdesre.



Noticethat JesusdescribesHisfollowersas* al which He[the Father] hath givenme.” Thesame
descriptionisfoundin Jesus prayer onthenight of Hisbetrayal.

Notice: “Andnow | am no moreintheworld, but these[Hisdisciples] areintheworld, and | cometo thee.
Holy Father, keep through thine own namethose whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, aswe
are. Whilel waswiththemintheworld, | kept themin thy name: thosethat thou gayest mel have kept, and
noneof themislogt...” (John17:11,12).

Now, if we stop right there, after the phrase* none of themislost,” and apply the fundamentalists way of
reasoning to this passage, wewould concludethat al Christ’sdisciples, having been kept in the Father’s
name, wereto beeverlastingly onein spirit and purpose, and nonewould ever belost. However, the
remaining wordsof verse 12 leaveno room for such aninterpretation: “...and none of themislost, but the
son of perdition [Judas]; that the scripture might befulfilled.” Clearly, Judashad been one of thosethe
Father had givento Christ; yet, hewas*lost.” Hedid not go on to become one of thefoundational * stones’
of the New Testament church; did not become an apostlewho, like Peter, John, Paul, and others, went out
and preached the Gospel powerfully, calling on thousandsto “ Repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for theremissonof sing!”

Christ’s statements as recorded in John 6:37-39 are clearly conditional . He will not in any wise cast out
thosewho cometo Him. Onthe contrary, Hewill nurture them, protect them, give them strength enough to
resist any adversary that would lead them astray. But if they chooseto disobey God, chooseto reject thegrace
by whichthey were called, choosetheway of the Devil and theworld over theway of God, then Christwill not
force them into submission. He will always be there for them, ready to hear their cries of repentance,
ready to intercede on their behalf if and when they turn from their wicked waysand seek toreturnto God,
but Hewill not take away their power of will or freedom of choice.

The*“Father’swill” isthat al Hischildren abidein Hiswill. But Hewantseach of Hischildrentowillingly
submit to Hiswill. Herefusesto create androidsthat can only do whatever they are programmed to do. God
doesn't want mindless automatons, Hewantsthoughtful, loving children!

It may beafather’swill that hisson goto college, study hard, and become adoctor. But thefather’swill
doesnot overpower the son’sahility to choosehisownroadinlife. The sameistrue of the Heavenly Father’s
will. He“wills’ that dl Hischildren obey Him, but He doesnot take away their power of choice, doesnot force
Hiswill uponthem.

Fundamentalistsareinconsistent in theway they handlethe Scriptures. They point to the above passage as
“proof’ that saved personscannot losetheir salvation. Yet, other textswherein God' swill isstated areinterpreted
differently.

Take, for instance, | Timothy 2:3,4: “For thisisgood and acceptablein the sight of God our Saviour; Who
will haveall mentobesaved....” Fundamentaistsrightly point out that this passage s mply meansthat God
desiresthat al accept Hisoffer of salvation, but doesnot mean that all will be saved. If they would apply the
same mode of understanding to John 6:39, they would be ableto seethat the* Father’swill” isnot God's
determinate decree, butissmply Hispurposeful desire.



2) Can Chrigtiansbe* Plucked” from Christ’sHands

Another scripture fundamentalists often quote as* proof’ of indefectability isJohn 10:27-29: “My

sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: And | give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gavethem me,
isgreater than all; and no man isableto pluck them out of my Father’shand.” Doesthis passage say
that itisimpossiblefor a“ sheep” to lose his placein the Good Shepherd’sfold? No, it doesnot! It
simply saysthat the Father and the Son are stronger than any one who might attempt to “ pluck” the
believer from the Father’s (or Son’s) hand. But we should not read this scripture as an unconditional
promise.

A passage such asthis should not be the basis on which adoctrineisdevel oped, but should be understood
inthelight of other, clearer, texts. Hebrews 10:26-29, for instance, isclear. It tellsusthat thereis*no
more sacrificefor sins,” but only “acertain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,” for those
members of God’s church who deliberately, of their own freewill and volition, return to alifeof sinful
activity.

Now, inlight of thisclear scripture, how are weto understand John 10:27-297 L et’stakeit verse by
verse:

Verse 27: “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me.” Thiswas said to agroup of
unbelieving Jawswho obvioudy werenot His* sheep.” Jesusdid not need to statethefact that itispossiblefor
asheepwho followsHimto turn away from thelead of the Shepherd and stray from theflock.

Verse28: “And | giveunto them eternd life; and they shall never perish, neither shal any man pluck them out
of my hand.” Jesuswas|ooking beyond thislifeto the eternal state (“they shall never perish”), and was
expressing theideal outcomefor all those God calsto eterna life. Godisinfinitely stronger than any sheep
stealer, whether human or angelic. A Christian who returnsto sinful living, perhapsthrough theinfluence of
others, shouldrealizethat his“fall from grace” wasnot dueto God'sinability to protect him.

Verse 29: “My Father, which gavethem me, isgreater than al; and no manisableto pluck them out of my
Father’shand.” Again, the point isthat God isgreater than any woul d-be sheep thief. No Christian returnsto
alife of sin because God wastoo weak to sustain and protect him. Peoplereturnto sinful living becausethey
areenticed by their own luststhat war in their members.

Jameswrote: “L et no man say when heistempted, | am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempteth He any man: But every man istempted, when heisdrawn away of hisown lusts, and
enticed. Thenwhen lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, whenit isfinished, bringeth forth death”
(James1:13-15).

Jameswaswriting to converted, Spirit-filled membersof God'strue church! Thispassage provesthat atrue
Chrigtianiscapable of giving-into hisown lustsand returning to sin, which, if unrepented, will resultinthe
“second death” in Gehennafire! (See Revelation 20:14-15).

Matthew 10:28 throws morelight on thewords of Jesus (asrecorded in John 10:27-29).



Jesussaid: “ Andfear not themwhichkill thebody, but are not abletokill thesoul: but rather fear Him[God)]
whichisableto destroy both soul and body in hell [Gehenna).”

Jesussimply meant that men can kill the body, but are unableto takeaway God'sgift of eternal life. Don't
fear them, Jesus said, but fear the One who can destroy both!

Just as men cannot take away God's gift of eternal life, cannot destroy the spiritual “ embryo”-the* new
cregturein Christ”-that isforming and devel oping within every Spirit- begotten member of God’schurch, men
cannot “pluck” thetruefollower of Jesus Christ from the Father’shand. Remember, Jesuswas speaking to
Hisdisciples, those who would become converted on the Day of Pentecost, and who would become part of
thefoundation of the New Testament church. He plainly told themto fear Him who hasthe power to destroy
theminalakeof firel

To"“fear” God isto stand in absolute awe of Him, with deepest respect, trembling at HisWord! If ossof

salvation wereimpossible, why would Jesustel | Hisdisciplesto fear the Onewho has power totake it
away?
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