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Was the Sabbath kept in the book of Genesis? Most ant-Sabbatarians believe that the Sabbath 

commandment was never kept by the Patriarchs, and was instituted by Moses. Is this true? 
 

One of the arguments for not keeping the Sabbath day is that it was exclusively for Israel. To 

prove the Sabbath was kept before Israel was even a nation would prove that the Sabbath is for 

all people and not just for Israel. The anti-Sabbatarians hold this argument up to prove that 

Christians do not have to keep the Sabbath or the whole law in the Old Testament.  

 

The four major objections used to negate the creation origin of the Sabbath are the following: 

 

1) No command to keep the Sabbath is given in Genesis. 

2) No example of Sabbath keeping is recorded in Genesis. 

3) No mention is made of the word “Sabbath” in Genesis. 

4) No formula of “and there was evening and morning” is used for the seventh day. What does 

the Bible say? 

 

The Purpose of the book of Genesis 

 

One must realize that the book of Genesis is a book of origins including origins of the Law of 

God! “Genesis is not a book of commands but of origins…Genesis is a book of beginnings; it 

tells us how we get from the creation of this planet to the creation of God’s people in the book of 

Exodus.” (Samuele Bacchiocchi , The Sabbath under Crossfire, p.70, emphasis his).  

 

Notice what the Apostle Paul calls the book of Genesis “Tell me, you that desire to be under the 

law, do you not hear the law?” (Galatians 4:21). Paul then mentioned Abraham and two mothers 

of his children, Hagar and Sarah (Galatians 4:22–31). The references of Paul were to the Book of 

Genesis, and he said those illustrations were in the law. The Book of Genesis is as much law as 

the other books of Moses! However Genesis reveals the origins and history of God’s law.  

 

We discover in the book of Genesis: 

 

 The Origin of Creation 

 Man 

 Marriage 

 Sin 

 Sacrifices 

 Law 

 Covenants 

 Circumcision 

 The Nation of Israel (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) 

 

These events lead up to the 4 books of the LAW! It is in these books that the law was written 

down. Why were the laws written down in Exodus, Leviticus Numbers and Deuteronomy?  For 

its primary purpose, to govern the nation of Israel! The primary purpose of Genesis was origins! 

not law! The law was in existence during that time as we shall see but it was given orally. 
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God’s Law in the book of Genesis 

 

In Genesis the evidence is overwhelming obvious of the law being in existence during this time 

and kept.  

 

The first & second Commandments were broken during patriarchal times. Joshua 24:2 says, 

“And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on 

the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of 

Nachor: and they served other gods.” It was a sin to worship Idols during these times, and this 

was 430 years before the Law of Moses. 

 

Jacob said, “Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the 

strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments:  

And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings 

which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem.” (Genesis 

35:2, 4).  Now how did they know that idols were an abomination to God? There is no command 

in Genesis “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Yet Jacob knew this was a sin in God’s 

sight. The law had to have been given orally by God. The knowledge of how to serve God was 

there, but it was not written down, because the purpose of Genesis was origins not law. 

 

 When Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the garden they SINNED! How? They broke the first 

commandment, for they put the forbidden fruit between them and God. They broke the fifth 

commandment, for they dishonored and disobeyed their only Parent. They broke the eighth 

commandment, for they stole that which did not belong to them. They broke the tenth 

commandment, for they lusted after, and coveted the forbidden fruit. 

 

After the fall when man was forced to leave the garden, they had two children Cain and Abel. 

The scriptures say, “And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the 

ground an offering unto the LORD.  

“And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD 

had respect unto Abel and to his offering:” (Genesis 4:3-4). Here the sacrificial law is 

introduced.  Notice Cain brought the fruit of the ground, “The word minchah is explained, Lev 

2:1, etc., to be an offering of fine flour, with oil and frankincense. It was in general a eucharistic 

or gratitude offering, and is simply what is implied in the fruits of the ground brought by Cain to 

the Lord…” (Clarke’s Commentary). This can also be found in Numbers 18:12, “All the best of 

the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of them which they shall offer 

unto the LORD, them have I given thee.” 

 

Abel’s sacrifice was “firstlings of his flock.” We find this same sacrifice in Numbers 18:17, “But 

the firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shalt not redeem; 

they are holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar, and shalt burn their fat for an 

offering made by fire, for a sweet savour unto the LORD.” Again where did they get the 

instruction? These are specifics. The firstlings of the flock, and first fruits of the ground.  

 

Scofield notes Genesis 4:7 that says, “If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou 

doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over 
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him.” Scofield says of this phrase, “Or, sin-offering. In Hebrew the same word is used for ‘sin,’ 

and ‘sin-offering,’ thus emphasizing in a remarkable way the complete identification of the 

believer’s sin with his sin offering (cf) (John 3:14); (2Cor 5:21)… Here both meanings are 

brought together. ‘Sin lieth at the door,’ but so also ‘a sin-offering croucheth at the tent door’… 

Abel’s offering implies a previous instruction (cf Gen 3:21)” (Scofield reference notes emphasis 

added). Where did this instruction come from? Scofield cites Gen 3:21. This passage says, “Unto 

Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” This here 

is not just God clothing them. He could have clothed them with any material but he chose animal 

skins, why? The K&D Commentary says, “By selecting the skins of beasts for the clothing of the 

first men, and therefore causing the death or slaughter of beasts for that purpose, He showed 

them how they might use the sovereignty they possessed over the animals for their own good, 

and even sacrifice animal life for the preservation of human; so that this act of God laid the 

foundation for the sacrifices…” (emphasis added).  

 

Clarke’s Commentary writes, “It is very likely that the skins out of which their clothing was 

made were taken off animals whose blood had been poured out as a sin-offering to God; for as 

we find Cain and Abel offering sacrifices to God, we may fairly presume that God had given 

them instructions on this head; nor is it likely that the notion of a sacrifice could have ever 

occurred to the mind of man without an express revelation from God.” (emphasis added). 

Genesis again is a book of origins, and the sacrifices we find originate from God. But notice 

instruction aren’t given, or written, it just says that God made them clothing, and the offerings to 

the Lord they brought to God, but no instructions, the law was given orally! 

 

The first murder is recorded in Genesis 4:8. The sixth commandment is broken.  

 

Genesis 7:2, 8 the law of clean and unclean meats is revealed. Again, here are no specifics, but 

it’s known. Again this law was orally given by God.   

 

In Genesis 8:20-21 it says, “And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean 

beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  

“And the LORD smelled a sweet savour;” Again the sacrificial law is performed by Noah, a 

“burnt offering” this time, something again not specified in the book of Genesis but are here and 

done, orally instructed by God. 

 

Genesis 9:4-6, God says, “But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not 

eat.  

“And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, 

and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.  

“Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he 

man.” This we find in Leviticus 17:11 and Exodus 21:24. I believe that this judgment was 

written down because man was about to begin to multiply, and govern the earth, here Genesis is 

revealing the origin of government.  

 

Genesis 9:9, 11, 15, 16 reveals the origin of covenants. 
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Genesis 17:9-14 reveals the origin of circumcision. Circumcision was instituted long before 

Moses was ever even born.  

 

Abraham performed the sacrifices as well, Genesis 15:9-10; 22:7.  

 

So the book of Genesis reveals to us the origins of many things, and yet no specifics or laws or 

commands are written, they were oral, given to them by God. Now that this fact is established; 

what of the Sabbath? If the Sabbath can be established in Genesis for its origins, then one can 

come to the conclusion that the Sabbath is not just for Israel, but for all of mankind. 

 

The Sabbath in Genesis 

 

In the creation week we come to the seventh day. The Bible says, “Thus the heavens and the 

earth were finished, and all the host of them.  

“And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh 

day from all his work which he had made.  

“And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his 

work which God created and made.” (Genesis 2:1-3).  

 

Now what can we get out of these passages about the seventh day? 

 

1) God ended his work 

2) God rested on the seventh-day 

3) God blessed the seventh-day 

4) He sanctified the seventh-day meaning he set it apart 

 

Arguments: 

 

Now as the anti-Sabbatarians try to reason, they say that: 

 

1) No command to keep the Sabbath is given in Genesis. 

2) No example of Sabbath keeping is recorded in Genesis. 

3) No mention is made of the word “Sabbath” in Genesis. 

4) No formula of “and there was evening and morning” is used for the seventh day. What does 

the Bible say? 

 

No Command? 

 

The first argument used to negate the creation origin of the Sabbath is the absence of an explicit 

command to observe the seventh day in Genesis 2:2-3. The Worldwide Church of God once a 

champion of Sabbath observance, now say:  

 

1) It does not say that humans rested. 

2) It does not say that humans were told to follow God’s example. 

3) It does not say that humans were told to rest. 

4) It does not say that God taught Adam and Eve on the Sabbath. 



P a g e  | 5 

 

5) It does not say that God created the Sabbath. 

6) It does not say that humans kept the Sabbath (“What Do the Scriptures Say about the Sabbath? 

Part 1: The Books of Moses, September 1998, p. 1). They argue this way to say that this 

indicates that the Sabbath is not a creation ordinance binding upon humanity, but a temporary 

institution introduced by Moses for Israel alone. That is the gist of the argument; it was for Israel 

alone and no one else therefore not binding on the rest of the human race. Is this really true? Is 

the Sabbath, in fact all of God’s laws for Israel alone? As we have seen above with the other 

laws of God, this is not the case, so what of the Sabbath? 

 

So why is there no commandment to keep the Sabbath in Genesis? There are several possible 

reasons for the absence of an explicit command to keep the Sabbath in Genesis 2:2-3. First of all, 

we must remember that Genesis is not a book of commands but of origins. Genesis is a book of 

beginnings. Genesis does not contain laws like Exodus, but rather a brief sketch of origins of the 

law. 

 

A second reason is the first week at creation was God’s week, not man’s. It was God that did the 

creating, and it was God that rested on the seventh-day and made it holy. It was God’s Sabbath. 

And God had his presence in that first Sabbath to make it holy, because only God’s presence can 

make things holy. The first Sabbath wasn’t about us, it was about God.  

 

But afterwards did he give it to man? 

 

The fact that the Sabbath is established in the creation story by a divine example rather than by a 

divine commandment is evident. Do we not regard a law moral when it reflects God’s nature? 

Could God have given any stronger revelation of the moral nature of the Sabbath than by making 

it a rule of His divine conduct? Is a principle established by divine example less binding than one 

enunciated by a divine command? Do not actions speak louder than words? “…no explicit 

commandment to keep the Sabbath is provided may find its reason in one of the purposes of 

Genesis 2:1-3, namely to present the divine Exemplar whose example man is to follow (cf. Ex 

20:11; 31:17) (Sabbath in Scripture and History, p.24, emphasis added). 

 

At Sinai this was the very reason why God wanted them to keep the Sabbath, “For in six days the 

LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 

wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.” (Ex 20:11). The argument that 

the Sabbath originated at Sinai makes Moses guilty of distorting truth or, at least, the victim of 

gross misunderstanding. He would have traced the Sabbath back to creation in the Sabbath 

commandment, when in reality it was his own new creation. Such a charge, if true, would cast 

serious doubts on the integrity and/or reliability of anything else Moses or anyone else wrote in 

the Bible. 

 

So God set an example for man to follow. Jesus said, “The sabbath was made for man…” (Mark 

2:27). It doesn’t say that Sabbath was made for the Jews but for all of mankind. So the Sabbath 

was given to mankind at creation. Jesus choice of words is significant. The verb “made”-ginomai 

alludes to the original “making” of the Sabbath, and the word “man”-anthropos suggests its 

human function. Thus to establish the human and universal value of the Sabbath, Christ reverts 
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to its very origin, right after the creation of man. Christ traces the Sabbath to its creation origin in 

order to clarify its fundamental value and function for mankind. 

 

Finally, as noted above, because Genesis is a book of origins, there are many examples of the 

law of God in Genesis, but no specifics are given, but the law was known, obviously the law was 

orally given by God. The same can be said of the Sabbath day in Genesis, the law was known 

given orally by God, and then written in Exodus, the book of the law.   

.  

Notice Exodus 16, before the giving of the law at Sinai, God was teaching them how to observe 

the Sabbath, and Israel kept disobeying God. God says, “How long refuse ye to keep my 

commandments and my laws?  

“See, for that the LORD hath given you the Sabbath…” (vv.28, 29). How can you refuse 

something that did not exist? The law of the Sabbath was known before Sinai. The Sabbath is 

presupposed as something already familiar. The commandment does not say “Know the Sabbath 

day” but “Remember the Sabbath day” (Ex 20:8), thus implying that it was already known. 

Furthermore, the commandment, by presenting the Sabbath as rooted in creation (Ex 20:11), 

hardly allows a late Exodus introduction of the festival. 

 

Notice Abraham, God said, “Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 

commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” (Gen 26:6). Same words as Exodus 16. The laws of 

God were given orally and kept by Abraham. Now can we be sure these are the same laws as 

Israel’s laws including the Sabbath? “He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the 

earth.  

“Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a thousand 

generations;  

“Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto Isaac;  

“And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant,” 

(1 Chronicles 16:14-17).  

 

Cain and Abel 

 

In the day of Abel and Cain, when they came to present their sacrifices to God it says, “And in 

process of time” (Gen 4:3). Clarke’s Commentary says, “מקץ ימים  mikkets yamim, at the end of 

days. Some think the anniversary of the creation to be here intended; it is more probable that it 

means the Sabbath, on which Adam and his family undoubtedly offered oblations to God, as the 

Divine worship was certainly instituted, and no doubt the Sabbath properly observed in that 

family. This worship was, in its original institution, very simple.” (emphasis added). 

 

Pharaoh 

 

In Exodus 5:4-5 Pharaoh said to Moses, “And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do 

ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works? get you unto your burdens.  

“And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye make them rest from 

their burdens.”  Why did Moses command Israel to rest? The word “rest” in verse 5 is 

“shâbath” (Strong’s 7673).  Strong’s says, “A primitive root; to repose, that is, desist from 

exertion; used in many implied relations (causatively, figuratively or specifically): - (cause to, 
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let, make to) cease, celebrate, cause (make) to fail, keep (sabbath), suffer to be lacking, leave, 

put away (down), (make to) rest, rid, still, take away.” (emphasis added). 

 

 Brown, Driver, Briggs Hebrew Definitions says: 

“1) to cease, desist, rest 

1a) (Qal) 

1a1) to cease 

1a2) to rest, desist (from labour) 

1b) (Niphal) to cease 

1c) (Hiphil) 

1c1) to cause to cease, put an end to 

1c2) to exterminate, destroy 

1c3) to cause to desist from 

1c4) to remove 

1c5) to cause to fail 

2) (Qal) to keep or observe the Sabbath” (emphasis added).  

 

Noah found “Grace” 

 

Noah was a “preacher of Righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5). This is God’s law (Psalm 119:172).  

 

Enoch “walked” with God as well as Noah (Gen 5:22, 24; 6:9). This also means keeping God’s 

law, (Gen 17:1; Deut 13:4; Malachi 2:6).  

 

What does it mean Noah, “found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”? (Gen 6:8). Jesus said “he that 

seeketh findeth” (Matthew 7:8). What do we seek? The knowledge of salvation. 

 

 1 Chronicles 28:8 says, “keep and seek for all the commandments of the LORD your God:” 

“The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge:” (Prov 15:14). Noah understood 

and sought after God for the way of Salvation, and he “found grace” “be gracious to me through 

your law” (Psalm 119:29 NIV). He knew God’s way his law was the way of Salvation. Noah was 

“Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.” (Gen 6:9). 

Those that keep the law of God are “just” (Ezekiel 18:5, 9).  

 

Now Noah found grace “in the eyes of the LORD.” What does this mean? The eyes are a symbol 

of heart and mind of a person. God’s law was bound as a memorial between our eyes (Deut 6:6-

8). Noah was a seeker after God’s own heart. He wanted to know God’s ways his thoughts. How 

is one to receive the knowledge of God, from the mind of God? By the spirit of God. The spirit 

of God is the mind of God, “For who hath known the mind of the Lord?” (Romans 11:34). Here 

Paul is quoting Isaiah 40:13 that says the “spirit” of the Lord. When God’s spirit is given to us, 

God’s law is written on our hearts that we may do his will (see 2 Corinth 3:3) “That the 

righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 

Spirit.” (Romans 8:4). So Noah found God’s grace which is his law, his way of salvation by the 

spirit of God.  
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Clearly the commandment was known to Adam and the rest of the Patriarchs and was kept by 

them, given to them by God. 

 

Why the silence? The apparent silence could mean that between Adam and Moses, the Sabbath, 

though known, was not observed. The non-observance of the feast of the Booths between Joshua 

and Nehemiah, a period of almost a thousand years, would provide a parallel situation (Neh 

8:17). The command was given and was in place, but not followed.  

 

But a more plausible explanation is that the custom of Sabbath keeping is not mentioned simply 

because it is taken for granted. A number of reasons support this explanation. 

 

First, we have a similar example of silence regarding the Sabbath between the books of 

Deuteronomy and 2 Kings. Such silence can hardly be interpreted as non-observance of the 

Sabbath, since when the first incidental reference occurs in 2 Kings 4:23 it describes the custom 

of visiting a prophet on the Sabbath. 

 

There are throughout the book of Genesis and the early chapters of Exodus circumstantial 

evidences for the use of the seven-day week, which would imply the existence of the Sabbath 

though not mentioned. The period of seven days is mentioned four times in the account of the 

Flood (Gen 7:4, 10; 8:10, 12). 

 

The “week” is also apparently used in a technical way to describe the duration of the nuptial 

festivities of Jacob (Gen 29:27) as well as the duration of mourning at his death (Gen 50:10). A 

like period was observed by the friends of Job to express their condolences to the patriarch (Job 

2:13). 

 

Lastly, the Sabbath is presented in Exodus 16 and 20 as an already existing institution. The 

instructions for the gathering of the double portion of the manna on the sixth day presuppose 

acknowledgement of the significance of the Sabbath: “On the sixth day, when they prepare what 

they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily” (Ex 16:5). The omission of any 

explanation for gathering a double portion on the sixth day would be inexplicable, if the 

Israelites had no previous knowledge of the Sabbath. 

  

No Mention of the word “Sabbath” in Genesis? 

 

It is true that the name “Sabbath” does not occur in the passage, but the cognate verbal form 

shabat (to cease, to stop, to rest) is used and the latter, as noted by U. Cassuto, “contains an 

allusion to the name ‘the Sabbath day.’” (A Commentary on the Book of Genesis, p. 63). 

 

The main reason why it’s called the seventh-day and not the Sabbath in this case, as Cassuto 

sagaciously remarks, the use of the name seventh day rather than Sabbath may well reflect the 

writer’s concern to underline the perpetual order of the day, independent and free from any 

association with astrological “sabbaths” of the heathen nations. (A Commentary on the Book of 

Genesis, p. 68).  
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It is a known fact that the term shabbatu, which is strikingly similar to the Hebrew word for 

Sabbath (shabbat), occurs in the documents of ancient Mesopotamia. The term apparently 

designated the fifteenth day of the month, that is, the day of the full moon. By designating the 

day by number rather than by name, Genesis seems to emphasize that God’s Sabbath day is not 

like that of heathen nations, connected with the phases of the moon. Rather it shall be the seventh 

day in perpetual order, independent from any association with the cycles of heavenly bodies. 

 

By pointing to a perpetual order, the seventh day strengthens the cosmological message of the 

creation story; precisely that God is both Creator and constant controller of this cosmos. In 

Exodus, however, where the seventh day is given, it is in the context of the Genesis, this seventh 

day in Genesis is explicitly designated as the “Sabbath.” There no mistaking what day God 

meant.  

 

No formula of “and there was evening and morning” is used for the seventh day. What 

does the Bible say? 

 

What of this argument? This I feel shows the desperation of the anti-Sabbatarians in their quest 

not to keep the Sabbath. Because of this omission “and there was evening and morning” in 

connection with the seventh day indicates to some that the Sabbath is not a literal 24-hour day 

like the preceding six days, but a symbolic time representing eternal rest. 

 

Literary Structure of the Creation Story - Genesis 1: 1-2:3 

 

And there was evening  

And there was morning ……………………………..one day (1:5) 

And there was Evening  

And there was morning………………………………a second day (1:8) 

And there was Evening  

And there was morning………………………………a third day (1:13) 

And there was Evening 

And there was morning……………………………….a fourth day (1:19) 

And there was Evening  

And there was morning………………………………..a fifth day (1:23 

And there was Evening  

And there was morning………………………………..a sixth day (1:31) 

 

And God finished his work…………………………on the seventh day (2:2a) 

And He rested  ………………………………on the seventh day (2:2b) 

So God blessed………………………………………the seventh day (2:3a). 

 

“Evening and Morning” are not mentioned. Does this mean it does not apply? Looking at other 

scriptures we can see that it does apply. God says, “from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your 

sabbath.” (Lev 23:32). God appointed the day of Atonement as a Sabbath; a day of rest. And it 

was holy. It was a 24 hour period. What did God pattern this after? The weekly Sabbath!  
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The seventh day is enumerated like the preceding six days. Note that in the Bible whenever 

“day—yom” is accompanied by a number it always means a day of 24 hours. 

 

The Decalogue itself clearly states that God, having worked six days, rested on the seventh day 

of creation week (Ex 20:11). If the first six days were ordinary earthly days, we must understand 

the seventh in the same way. 

 

Every passage which mentions the creation-seventh-day as the basis of the earthly Sabbath 

regards it as an ordinary day (Ex 20:11; 31:17; cf. Mark 2:27; Heb 4:4). 

 

Last, because the commandment to keep the Sabbath as a memorial day of the creation-Sabbath 

(Ex 20:11) it implies a literal original 24-hour Sabbath. God could hardly command His 

creatures to work six days and rest on the seventh after His example, if the seventh day were not 

a literal day, or else when would the 1
st
 day of the week begin? 

 

Was the Sabbath just for Israel alone or for all mankind? There are numerous examples in the 

Bible that reveal it was for all mankind. 

 

Gentiles and the Sabbath 

 

Did the Gentiles in the Old Testament keep the Sabbath? God actually invites the gentiles to 

keep the Sabbath and become part of God’s people.  

 

Isaiah 56 the invitation is given, “Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for 

my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.” (v.1). This is not an 

invitation to just join the Israelite community. This is a calling to all people to be saved, “Look 

unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.” (Isaiah 

45:22). 

 

God continues, “Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, 

and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from 

polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;  

“Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer:” 

(vv.6-7). Those that keep the Sabbath will God bring into his kingdom. The holy Mountain is the 

Kingdom of God (see Daniel 2:35, 44; Isaiah 2; Micah 4).  

 

Now what does it mean to “join themselves to the LORD”? Conversion; Those who have 

accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior (see 1 Corinth 6:17). 

 

This is the circumcision of the heart not the flesh as Ezekiel says, “In that ye have brought into 

my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my 

sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer my bread, the fat and the blood, and they 

have broken my covenant because of all your abominations… Thus saith the Lord GOD; No 

stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of 

any stranger that is among the children of Israel.” ( 44:7, 9). Gentiles that were converted could 

only join in the worship of God and partake in the Covenant. The apostle Paul wrote of this 
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circumcision of the heart as well of the gentiles in Romans 2:28-29. See also Deuteronomy 

10:16; 30:6  

 

Isaiah 66:22-23 reveals in the Kingdom of God, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, 

which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name 

remain.  

“And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to 

another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.” All flesh, Israelite and 

gentile shall worship God. Just like all peoples will come and keep the feast of Tabernacles when 

Jesus is king over all the earth (Zechariah 14).   

 

My Covenant? 

 

What is his “covenant” mentioned in Isaiah 56? It is the covenant God made with Abraham 

Isaac, Jacob, and Israel at Sinai, it all one and the same Covenant! As noted above: “He is the 

LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.  

“Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a thousand 

generations;  

“Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto Isaac;  

“And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant,” 

(1 Chronicles 16:14-17).  The covenant made to Abraham was everlasting. “And I will establish 

my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.” (Gen 17:7).  This included the 

gentiles. “He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be 

circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant….And all the 

men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised 

with him.” (Gen 17:13, 27). These people were converted and believed God, and joined 

themselves to the Lord, and so were circumcised and it says in Ezekiel 44.  

 

In Deuteronomy 29:9-16 Moses said of the Covenant, “Keep therefore the words of this 

covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do.  

“Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your captains of your tribes, your 

elders, and your officers, with all the men of Israel,  

“Your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from the hewer of thy wood 

unto the drawer of thy water:  

“That thou shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God, and into his oath, which the 

LORD thy God maketh with thee this day:  

“That he may establish thee to day for a people unto himself, and that he may be unto thee a 

God, as he hath said unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and 

to Jacob.  

“Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath;  

“But with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our God, and also with him 

that is not here with us this day:” Of course these are converted strangers as Ezekiel 44 says. The 

end of verse 16 says that this covenant is with them and those not here, meaning future 

generations, “The present generation. Him that is not here - all future generations of this people.” 

(Clarke’s Commentary). This is why Paul said, “And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 



P a g e  | 12 

 

seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:29). Those joined, converted to God and 

enter his covenant are Abraham’s seed and heirs. The gentiles in Moses day were under the same 

covenant and became Abraham’s seed, “But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you 

as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of 

Egypt: I am the LORD your God.” (Lev 19:34). These of course are converted gentiles they 

became Abraham’s seed when they joined and converted to God. 

 

Heirs of the Promise 

 

Abraham was offered eternal life, and that eternal life was part of the covenant between God and 

Abraham. God promised Abraham that he would inherit the land of Canaan forever, “For all the 

land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.” (Gen 13:15; 15:8). It 

started in Canaan but eventually that territory would spread to the entire world, “For the promise, 

that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 

through the righteousness of faith.”  

 

Now the Bible says that Abraham did not receive this in his life time, he was a “stranger” in his 

own land (Gen 17:8; 37:1). Even Israel was strangers in their own land with God (Lev 25:23). 

Notice Acts 7:5, “And he gave him [Abraham] none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set 

his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after 

him, when as yet he had no child.” Abraham saw the promises a far off into the future (Heb 

11:13). So how does Abraham and his seed inherit this land forever. Obviously eternal life is 

involved. “And this is the promise that he hath promised us [Christians converted to Christ, 

Abraham’ seed], even eternal life.” (1 John 2:25).  

 

After Abraham passed the test the covenant was made unconditional, “And the angel of the 

LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,  

“And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and 

hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:  

“That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the 

heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his 

enemies;  

“And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my 

voice.” (Gen 22:15-18). And so today whosoever will from every nation may come and take of 

the waters of life freely, because God has kept His promise, and the promised Seed, Christ, has 

come.  Isaiah 56 is offering that invitation to the gentiles. God would bring them to his holy 

mountain, the kingdom of God, first set up in Canaan but eventually spread throughout the 

world, “|and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole 

earth….And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom” (Dan 2:35, 

44). 

 

Jesus said, “ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of 

God, and you yourselves thrust out.” (Luke 13:28). No longer strangers but inheritors of the land 

God promised them forever, and God no longer a stranger, but God dwelling there as well. The 

Covenant with Abraham involved eternal life. 
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The Covenant at Sinai is the Abrahamic Covenant 

 

The Lord had promised Abraham that the same covenant relationship that he enjoyed with God 

would be offered to all his descendants. “I will establish my covenant between me 

and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, 

to be God to you and to your descendants after you” (Genesis 17:7, RSV, italics supplied; 

compare verses 9 and 19). We can assume, therefore, that when God offered Abraham’s 

descendants “my covenant,” at Sinai, it was the same covenant that He had offered Abraham. 

 

When Moses met God, God told him, “And I have also established my covenant with them, to 

give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers….and I 

have remembered my covenant.[see Ex 2:24]… And I will bring you in unto the land, 

concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it 

you for an heritage: I am the LORD.” (Ex 6:4, 5, 8). The Covenant God was going to perform 

and present to Israel was not a new Covenant but the one he made with Abraham. 

 

Centuries after Abraham's death the Lord offered Israel at Sinai “my covenant” (Exodus 19:5). 

The terms of the covenant were identical to those given to Abraham: The Israelites were to trust 

God, believing in the Messiah to come [Deut 18:15-19], and relying on the Lord to be gracious 

to them by His law [Exodus 20:6]. 

 

The terms of the covenant that God offered Israel were identical to those offered to Abraham and 

those offered to us today (see Psalm 105:8-11; Jeremiah 11:1-10). 

 

“The covenant that God made with His people at Sinai is to be our refuge and defense.... 

“ ‘And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these 

words.’ 

“ ‘And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.’ 

“This covenant is of just as much force today as it was when the Lord made it with ancient 

Israel” (SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1103, emphasis added). 

 

Now if we are Christians and are Abraham’ seed, and we are heirs to the promise, then we are 

under the same covenant. So why is it called the New Covenant? Why are there the Old and the 

New Covenants? The first and the second? 

 

The book of Hebrews 

 

The book of Hebrews is where we find these terms. The apostle Paul quotes the New Covenant 

in Chapter 8, “For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought 

for the second.  

“For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make 

a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:  

“Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the 

hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I 

regarded them not, saith the Lord.  
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“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; 

I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, 

and they shall be to me a people:  

“And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 

Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.  

“For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 

remember no more.  

“In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and 

waxeth old is ready to vanish away. (vv.7-13). Paul quotes Jeremiah 31:31. This is an Old 

Testament passage! Notice the same stipulations apply, God’s laws apply. So why is it called 

new and old? First and second? What is old and is vanishing away? Is it God’s laws? The 

Covenant? A careful reading of the book of Hebrews and keeping it all in context you will find a 

complete shock!  

 

As we know from the above scriptures the Abrahamic Covenant and the law of God is forever 

(Psalm 11:9; 119:152). Is this contradiction? Not when you understand the context of the 

chapters! 

 

So why is it called the “New” Covenant? The root word “New” in this passage means “to be 

new; causatively to rebuild: - renew, repair.”(Strong’s #2318 chadash). It means to “renew,” 

make “afresh” the Covenant. Hebrews 8 quotes Jeremiah and, the “Greek has two words 

translated into English as ‘new.’ This first is ‘neos,’ meaning something new in time. The 

second, ‘kainos,’ refers to something different in quality of kind (see Trech, pp.233-237). 

 

Hebrews uses the second of those words, indicating the author is not emphasizing something 

new in time but something having a NEWNESS IN QUALITY” (Exploring Hebrews, George R. 

Knight, pp.147-148, emphasis added). The New Covenant is really a “renewed” Covenant. It’s 

the same covenant “renewed” with a new quality to it. And what is it? The sacrificial system!  

 

Jesus was the better sacrifice that took care of the sin problem. The whole book of Hebrews is 

dedicated to the sacrifices in the Old Testament and the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and how “ it is 

not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins...Which stood only in 

meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of 

reformation.  

“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy 

place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” (Hebrews 10:4, 10-12). There was to be a 

time when “the Covenant” was to be “reformed.” The Covenant God made with Abraham, was 

to be “renewed” with the sacrifice of Christ as the “New” quality in it.  

 

Hebrews 12:24. Jesus is, “mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 

speaketh better things than that of Abel.” The word “new” here is “neo/neoteros.” This although 

means “something new in time.” It also can mean, “Figuratively regenerate” (Strong’s 3501). 

Looking at the context of the book of Hebrews, to “regenerate” or a “reformed” covenant is what 

is meant here. The context here is speaking of the “blood of sprinkling.” So the reformed 

stipulation in the covenant is the sacrifice of Christ. This new sacrifice was prophesied in the Old 

Testament as well. 
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In Daniel it says “And he shall confirm the covenant’ in Daniel 9:27. This is Christ. Romans 

15:8 says, “Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to 

confirm the promises made unto the fathers:” 

 

In this same prophecy it says, “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but 

not for himself…and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 

cease…” (Daniel 9:26, 27). (For a full study read our booklet Daniels Seventy Weeks Prophecy).  

This prophecy was God’s plan in 70 weeks to “to finish the transgression, and to make an end of 

sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity” (v.24). This is done through the sacrifice of Christ. 

This is the subject that the book of Hebrews takes issue with. The old sacrificial law was to come 

to an end.  

 

Notice, “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 

sanctuary.” (Heb 9:1). Verses 2-10 describe all the ordinances. Now is this speaking of the 

covenant in general?  “The context makes it plain that… [it] speaks not about a change of law in 

general, but only a modification in the stipulation” (Exploring Hebrews, p.123, Knight). The 

sacrifices OF THE COVENANT is the focus.  

 

Then a comparison is made with the blood of Christ, “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, 

but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption 

for us.  

“For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 

sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:  

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (vv.12-

14). Jesus was a “better” sacrifice (v.23). It took care of the sin problem that Daniel 9 said was to 

take place, see also Hebrews 10:4-14.  

 

The Levitical Priesthood 

 

Another covenant stipulation is the priesthood. The book of Hebrews shows a transfer of the 

Priesthood from Levi to Melchizedek. This was also prophesied in the Old Testament. 

 

This Priest is mentioned in the days of Abraham to whom he gave tithes (Hebrews 7:1-10).  

 

The Covenant with Levi 

God made a covenant with Levi. Back in the book of Exodus, originally God wanted to make all 

of Israel “Priests” (Ex 19:4). But because of their transgressions, and the Levites not taking part 

in the sins of Israel, God made the Levites the ministers of the Tabernacle and the Sanctuary. 

The First sin was the sin of the Golden calf. When Moses came down from the mountain and 

saw their sin he said, “....Who is on the LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of 

Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 
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“And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his 

side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, 

and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour.  

“And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that 

day about three thousand men.” (Ex 32:26-28).  

The Second sin was the sin at Baal-Peor. Israel committed fornication and idolatry. There the 

Levites again stayed loyal to God, therefore God made a covenant with Levi, “And the LORD 

spake unto Moses, saying,  

“Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the 

children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the 

children of Israel in my jealousy.  

“Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:  

“And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; 

because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.” (Num 

25:10-13).  Here God promised a covenant with Levi, that his seed will occupy the Priesthood, 

and it was to last forever! The seed of Levi was to occupy that position, that office of Priesthood. 

Clarke Comments, “...The everlasting priesthood refers properly to the priesthood of Christ 

which was shadowed out by the priesthood under the law; no matter in what family it was 

continued. Therefore the כהנת עולם kehunnath olam, or eternal priesthood, does not merely refer 

to any sacerdotal ministrations which should be continued in the family of Phinehas, during the 

Mosaic dispensation, but to that priesthood of Christ typified by that of Aaron and his 

successors. The priesthood alone is everlasting, and a covenant or grant of that was made to 

Phinehas, and his descendants.” (emphasis added). The Priesthood was to last forever, occupied 

first by Levi, but then, by Jesus. The Covenant was to last, “till the seed comes.” There is a 

prophecy in Galatians that is misunderstood by so many in the Christian world about the 

Priesthood! 

God repeats this again in Malachi, “And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto 

you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.  

“My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he 

feared me, and was afraid before my name.  

“The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in 

peace and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.  

“For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is 

the messenger of the LORD of hosts” (Malachi 2:4-7). (See also Nehemiah 13:29).  

In Jeremiah 33 God promised David and Levi that they were to occupy these positions, these 

were to continue “till the seed comes” which is Christ. Both Priesthood and King were to 
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continue but in Christ. The first promise to David was to last until the second coming. The 

second promise to Levi was to last until the first coming of Christ! This is why we do not see the 

Levites performing the priestly duties anymore it has been transferred to Christ. The entire book 

of Hebrews is dedicated to explaining this transition! And it’s only logical. The first coming of 

Jesus was about his sacrifice for the sins of the world. The second coming is about his Ruler ship 

of the world, so it understandable why one is still functioning (The Throne of David) under the 

the descendants of David, and the other is not (the Levitical priesthood) under the descendants of 

Levi!  

The Promised “seed” and the “Added Law” 

The Apostle Paul in the book of Galatians deals with this subject. Galatians 3:15-23 says, 

“Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 

confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.  

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 

but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.  

“And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 

was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 

none effect.  

“For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by 

promise.  

“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should 

come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 

mediator.  

 

“Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.  

 

“Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 

which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.  

 

“But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be 

given to them that believe. 

  

“But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 

afterwards be revealed.” 

 

So what is the added Law that came 430 years after? Let’s look at this verse by verse. 

 

First, Men’s covenants, when confirmed cannot be “disannulled” meaning “made void” (see 

Robertson Word Pictures of N.T.), “signed, sealed, and witnessed, in a proper manner, no other 

man can make them void” (Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible). When two parties come to an 
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agreement, no outside parties can make it void, the agreement stands between the original two 

parties.  

 

They could not “add” either because, adding “...new specifications or conditions to the original 

covenant, which is contrary to law....The doctrine of the Judaizers, while virtually annulling the 

promise, was apparently only the imposing of new conditions. In either case it was a violation of 

the covenant.” (Vincent Word Studies, emphasis added).  

 

These rules are applied to the Covenant God made with Abraham, “Now to Abraham and his 

seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy 

seed, which is Christ.” (v.16). God made a Covenant with Abraham. In that Covenant God 

promised him the land, his seed to be multiplied, and the promise of a savior Jesus Christ, see 

Genesis 12, 15, 17, 22. God promised this to Abraham, if Abraham obeyed God. Since Abraham 

obeyed God, God confirmed the Covenant and gave those promises to him. Both parties met the 

conditions of the covenant. Abraham obeyed; God gave him the promises unconditional. 

  

“And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 

was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none 

effect.” (Gal 3:17). Obviously, the timeline in which Paul is speaking of now, is in the days of 

Moses. In Moses’ time, God said he was going to fulfill the promise he made to Abraham, see 

Genesis 15:13-19. What is this law that was 430 years after the confirmation of the Abrahamic 

Covenant? It cannot be the law of God. This was in effect in the time of Abraham, and Abraham 

obeyed them, Gen 26:5. God gave the Sabbath to Adam and Eve, Gen 2:1-3. God put Israel to 

the test to see “whether they will walk in my law, or no.” (Ex 16:4). The law of God existed, and 

this was BEFORE SINAI ! 

 

God’s law also comes with Promises. In the New Testament, we see the Commandment of God 

quoted, “Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)” 

(Ephesians 6:2). The first commandment with a promise. This applies also to God, “Our Father” 

to honor him, worship him, so we receive the promise of eternal life. “This is the promise which 

he promised us, the eternal life.” (1 John 2:25).  

 

There are many promises in the Commandments of God! The second commandment promises 

those who keep his commandments will receive mercy from God throughout the generations, 

“And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” (Ex 

20:6). The promise of Grace and mercy from God if we love him and keep his commandments, 

that is a wonderful promise. So what does Paul mean? What law came 430years after, in Moses 

day?  

 

We get more of a clue in verse 19, “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of 

transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained 

by angels in the hand of a mediator.” This law Paul is speaking of was added “because of 

transgressions.” The hand of the mediator was Moses, all commentaries agree on this.  

What was ordained by angels, and was given to Moses? Acts 7:53, sheds more light on this. 

Stephen was preaching and ministering to the church, he was brought to the council on false 

charges, “...and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him 
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to the council...Then said the high priest, Are these things so?” (Acts 6:12; 7:1). He was 

speaking to the Priesthood, composed of course of Aaron, and the Levites.  

 

Stephen said to them, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 

the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.  

“Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? [Matthew 23:29, 34 The Priesthood] 

and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have 

been now the betrayers and murderers:  

“Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it." (Acts 7:51-53).  

The Priesthood received a law, and have not kept it. What law is this? The only law “added” at 

the time “because of transgressions” was the Covenant God made with Levi to be a priesthood 

before the Lord forever. God wanted all of Israel to be “Priests” (Ex 19:6). But, twice we read of 

in the Bible, when Israel sinned, and Levi did not take part. The first was the sin of the golden 

calf. The other was the sin of Israel at Baal-Peor.  This is the “added” Law Paul was speaking of. 

The Covenant God made with Levi to be his Priests because of the transgressions of Israel! As 

God said about this covenant, “And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment [Law 

Strong’s #6680] unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi,” (Malachi 2:4). The office of 

Priesthood is eternal. The descendants of Aaron occupied that office till the “seed” comes,  that 

is Christ. He occupies that position now.  

 

Some might think this contradicts. That God added a law to the Abrahamic Covenant. But it does 

not. This covenant did not add to the Covenant with Abraham. This was a separate Covenant 

added because of “transgressions.” Paul said it was “added” but cannot disannul the previous 

Covenant with Abraham. No new conditions to the Abrahamic Covenant were added. This is a 

totally different Covenant altogether! “…the [added] law, which was four hundred and thirty 

years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.” (v.17). God made a 

Covenant with Levi to be priests of God.  

 

“For if the inheritance be of the [added] law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to 

Abraham by promise.” (v.18). If the inheritance came from the added law of Levi, then 

everything Abraham did was all for nothing. All the trials and tribulations and obedience he went 

through of sacrificing his son were all in vain. “But God gave it to Abraham by promise.” The 

Covenant God made with Abraham not Levi is the promises of eternal life for him and his seed. 

The only promise with the Covenant of Levi was long life and peace, and his descendants 

occupying the priesthood till Christ comes.  

 

“Wherefore then serveth the law [The Covenant with Levi]? It was added because of 

transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by 

angels in the hand of a mediator.” (v.19). The Covenant with Levi was added, because of the sins 

of Israel, so only Levi can serve as Priests to God and minister “till the seed should come.” Of 

course that seed was Christ (v.16). Christ was to come and take over the Priesthood as we read in 

the book of Hebrews that a “time of reformation” would come “But Christ being come an high 

priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 

that is to say, not of this building;” (Heb 9:10-11). The Priesthood of Christ would be established 

with better sacrifices that would permanently take away sin.  

 



P a g e  | 20 

 

Then Paul says, “Is the [added] law then against the promises of God? God forbid:” (v.20). So 

the Covenant with Levi is not against the promises, but just added because of the sins of Israel. 

Because of those sins only Levi, because the Levites did not take part with the rest of Israel at 

Baal-Peor, only they could be Priests of God instead of the whole nation. This cannot disannul 

the Covenant with Abraham already confirmed. So in these verses it becomes clear that the 

Levites were to continue in the Priesthood till the seed comes which is Christ. This was fulfilled. 

They continued in the priesthood offering sacrifices before God, so the prophecy that Jeremiah 

made was fulfilled till Christ came.  

 

Now was the Priesthood of Christ added? No! The Priesthood was always there part of the 

Abrahamic Covenant. Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek.  As noted above Levi just occupied 

the priesthood because of the sins of Israel, till Christ comes. Only Levi had access to 

Melchizedek who was Jesus in the Old Testament dwelling between the Cherubim’s called the 

son of God (Heb 4:3).  

 

Transfer of the Priesthood 

Hebrews Chapter 7 speaks of first, the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. His was the Priesthood of 

“Melchisedec.” Superior to the Levitical Priesthood because “...Levi also, who receiveth tithes, 

payed tithes in Abraham.  

“For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.” (vv.7-9). Levi who 

receives tithes, paid tithes to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. This Priesthood was superior to the 

Levitical Priesthood.  

The Levites as well were always subject to death, then a replacement (v.23). But with Jesus, “But 

this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.” (v.24). The Levitical 

Priesthood was comprised of fallen men, with sin. Jesus however is the perfect High Priest who 

is without sin and makes intercession for us as the scripture says, “For such an high priest 

became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the 

heavens;  

“Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and 

then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself” (vv.26-27). Clearly, the 

Priesthood of Jesus Christ is superior to the Levitical Priesthood. But does this change the Law 

of God? No! The duties of the Priest are still the same, be it the Levitical or the Melchisedec 

Priesthood. So what does it mean, “For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity 

a change also of the law” (v.12)?  We must look at the context of the chapter. It is focusing on 

the Priesthood of Levi and Melchisedec.  

Second. The word in the Greek for “change” is “transfer.” (Strong’s # 3331). Robertson’s Word 

Pictures writes, “Genitive absolute with present passive participle of metatithemi, old word to 

transfer.”  

There is nothing here about abolishment, but a transfer, from one Priesthood to another. Also, the 

duties of the Priesthood remain the same! 
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But what is this “law?”  “The context makes it plain that verse 12 speaks not about a change of 

law in general, but only a modification in the stipulation that the only valid priest had to be a son 

of Aaron through the flesh (c f. 7:16).  

“At this point the author is very careful. He does not reject the law in his presentation, but notes 

that Scripture itself actually speaks about two types of priesthood (7:11). The law of Moses 

established a priesthood passed down from the descendants of Levi, but Psalm 110:4 speaks 

about a priest like Melchizedek, who did not belong to that tribe. With that in mind, Hebrews 

7:11 asks: ‘If perfection had been through the Levitical priesthood .... what further need was 

there for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek [Ps. 110:4] rather than after the 

order of Aaron?’  

“Thus on the issue of priestly succession, Hebrews has laid out a firm Old Testament case for 

superseding the law on that one specific point (7:11-14)” (Knight Exploring Hebrews, p.123, 

emphasis added). It was the law of the Priesthood which said only the descendants of Aaron 

could be High Priests, not the law in general.  

The Levitical Priesthood from the time of Moses continued till the time of Christ. K&D 

Commentary says, “In accordance with this promise, the high-priesthood which passed from 

Eleazar to Phinehas (Jdg_20:28) continued in his family, with the exception of a brief 

interruption in Eli’s days (see at 1 Sam 1-3 and 1Sam 14:3), until the time of the last gradual 

dissolution of the Jewish state through the tyranny of Herod and his successors (see my 

Archäologie, §38).” Then, during the last week of Daniel’s prophecy, the sacrifices of bulls and 

goats “ceased” and the only Sacrifice valid to take away sins was the sacrifice of Christ, and his 

priesthood as the only priesthood for the believer. Because of the sacrifice of Christ, one had 

access to God without going through the Levitical priesthood, but through the Priesthood of 

Jesus. 

So God fulfilled his promise in Jeremiah 33 to the Levites until Christ came, and the covenant of 

the Priesthood is still intact occupied by Christ and not the Levites. Jesus offering his sacrifice 

to God as the permanent solution to sin. And soon he will take the throne of David as well, and 

rule this world on that throne. Currently he is our High Priest in the Heavenly Tabernacle making 

intercession for us for our sins before the Father. 

So why is it called the first and the second Covenants? We must understand that the context of 

Hebrews is speaking of specific stipulations of the covenants, mainly the sacrifices. The 

sacrifices were established first till Christ came to deal with the sin problem once and for all 

(Heb 10:10). The prophecy of Daniel 9 pertains totally to the first coming of Jesus, and his 

sacrifice to make an end to sins. Reconcile man to God. Finish Transgressions by the Sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ “to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” (Heb 9:26). This prophecy is telling us 

of the great transfer of the sacrifices of bulls and lambs to his great sacrifice for the sins of the 

world. This is the context of Hebrews 10! So “He taketh away the first [system of sacrifices], 

that he may establish the second [system of sacrifices].” (Heb 10:9). “In that he saith, A new 

covenant, [new quality is a new high priest and his sacrifice vv.1-6] he hath made the first 

[tabernacle and Levitical Priesthood and sacrifices in Moses day] old. Now that which decayeth 

and waxeth old is ready to vanish away” (Heb 8:13). This is the context of the chapter.  
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Knight writes, “Yet there is also a sense in which God’s everlasting covenant is ‘not like’ the 

covenant that He made with the Siniatic generation (Heb. 8:9). The core of that difference had to 

do with the Levitical system which could make nothing perfect (7:11, 19) and was passing away 

(8:13).” (Exploring Hebrews, p.148). There was nothing wrong with the Covenant, the fault was 

with “Them” (Heb 8:8). Some Levites didn’t have faith. Or their sins had to be cleansed (Heb 

7:27).  

 

So because of this transfer we have a “better” sacrifice which is Christ. Now Christ is our burnt 

offering, sin, trespass offering, Passover Lamb etc... The sacrificial law is still in place, only the 

victim is not an animal but Christ that cleanses us from our sins and are not reminded of any 

longer. 

 

And with the Priesthood of Christ, and him as mediator we have a better hope, to come 

“…boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 

need” (Heb 4:16) “For the law [of the Priesthood & Sacrifices vv.11-12] made nothing perfect, 

but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.” (Heb 7:19) This 

makes for a “better” Testament or covenant (Heb 7:22; 8:6).  

 

The “better promises” (Heb 8:6) is God forgiving us of our sins permanently through the blood 

of Jesus (Heb 8:12). We will know the Lord (Heb 8:11). And the promise of the spirit of God to 

write his laws on our hearts (Heb 8:10).  

 

Old Testament People?-What of the sacrifices made from those of the Old Testament? Although 

they gave sacrifices for sin, and the atonement was made, it was not washed away once and for 

all. Only through Christ can it be done.  Paul says, “…those sacrifices which they offered year by 

year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.  

“For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged 

should have had no more conscience of sins.  

“But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.  

“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” (Heb 10:1-4). 

The blood of bulls and lamb cannot take away sins PERMANENTLY. It was only temporal. 

Theses sins were reminded of every single year. But Jesus sacrifice, “…we are sanctified through 

the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” (v.10).  

 

The death penalty was still on them, the curse of the law (Gal 3:13), but Christ came and the 

death penalty was lifted and they are redeemed, “And for this cause he is the mediator of the 

New Testament that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under 

the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.” 

(Hebrews 9:15). 

 

Notice this interesting phrase “And he shall confirm the covenant” in Daniel 9:27, “literally, [is] 

‘he shall make strong’-Barnes notes comments, “The idea is that of giving strength, or stability; 

of making firm and sure. The Hebrew word here evidently refers to the ‘covenant’ which God is 

said to establish with his people - so often referred to in the Scriptures as expressing the relation 

between Him and them,” The book of Hebrews confirms this with Jesus making the covenant 

stronger with a “better priesthood,” “better promises,” and “better sacrifices” that took care of 
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the sin problem. Not to mention that the Law of God would be written on our hearts and minds, 

mixed with Faith, as with Israel at Sinai, they did not mix the Covenant with faith, their hearts 

were hardened, Hebrews 4:2 says, “For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them 

[Israel]: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard 

it.” So Jesus was to strengthen the Covenant of Abraham with the people of Israel which is the 

renewed, reformed COVENANT! 

 

As the Bible plainly reveals to us, the Sabbath is for all mankind starting at creation. God says, 

“Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and 

my righteousness to be revealed…Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the 

LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that 

keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;  

“Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer” 

(Isaiah 56:1, 6, 7). Israelite or gentile will you keep his Sabbath? 


