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The Ten Laws of Success: 

 

1. Purpose 

2. Education 

3. Good Health 

4. Going the Extra Mile 

5. Learning from Adversity and Defeat 

6. Mastermind Principle 

7. Good Management Skills 

8. Create Good Habits 

9. Relationships 

10. Stay Humble 
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So many people struggle to create a business or sell a product. Many people seem to hate their 

jobs and seem to go nowhere. People work for years and their personal savings are still the 

same, and debt just seems to accumulate and people are still in the same rut they have always 

been since they got out of school. Is there a solution to all of this? God has laws is place that 

people seem to go against all of their lives, and they will continue to spin their wheels unless 

these laws are kept. 

 

The Laws of God are set in motion to either bless you automatically, or to work against you 

automatically. Like the law of gravity, if you keep it, you will have no problems-break it and it 

could cost you a limb, or maybe even your life, depending on the situation. 

 

Do you know that there are laws that govern success? People seem to wonder why they are not 

successful-spinning their wheels going nowhere in life-there is a reason for it! But think about 

this for one second. If you have gotten nowhere thus far, obviously what you are doing is not 

working. Now if you want things in your life to change, you are going to have to change things 

in your life! If you expect to do the same thing and expect a different result, it’s just not going to 

happen; a radical change needs to be done to change the circumstances in your life. “If there is 

anything in your life that is not the way you want it to be, you and only you are responsible for 

changing it” (Newberry, Success is not an Accident, p.12, emphasis added). 

 

Most likely, 9 times out of 10, you are going against the laws of success; doing that causes 

people to be unsuccessful. This booklet will go through what needs to change and what 

successful people have done to be successful in this life.  

 

Finding the Answer 

 

Many people wonder how the rich became so rich. Why is it that certain people seem to just 

attract money and success? Napoleon Hill sought the answer to this same question when Andrew 

Carnegie approached him to live with and document how successful people become successful.  

 

Andrew Carnegie was the richest man in the world at one point with US steel, and he hired Hill 

to examine research and interview people of success; so everyday regular people can apply these 

same principles in their life as well. The result of it was the book written called, “The Law of 

Success in 16 Lessons.” Later he wrote the more popular “Think and Grow Rich” which has 

been a standard textbook for entrepreneurs and business men and woman for decades.  

 

What is interesting about the “Laws” of Success that Hill found is, these are the same laws found 

in the Bible itself! The Bible is the handbook from God to man on how to live, work, build 

etc.…Laws implemented by God are all around us, and if we follow them, we will be blessed! 

 

God wants the best for mankind-and everything is here on this earth for us to be successful, 

happy and prosperous. Many people do not understand that the riches of success are already 

here! God has given it to us to enjoy, “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof;” (Psalm 

24:1).  
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Money belongs to God as well, “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of 

hosts.” (Hag 2:8). All riches belong to God, and not just material, but emotional and spiritual 

fulfillment; and it is ours for the taking all we need to do is ask and enquire! “Ask, and it shall 

be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:” (Matthew 7:7)  

Jesus said, “for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.”(Matthew 

6:8). This meaning, “i.e. you stand on a different footing altogether from the heathen; you are 

intimately related to One above, who knows your wants, even before you express them to him.” 

(Pulpit Commentary). God is in possession of these things and he is ready to give it to you-just 

ask! As God is “ready to forgive” (Psalm 86:5)-just ask! The reason we lack is, “ye have not 

because ye ask not.” (James 4:2)-God is ready to give, just ask!  

 

Jesus also said of asking, “Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give 

him a stone?  

“Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?  

“If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall 

your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?” (Matthew 7:9-11). 

Notice, children go to their parents asking for things that they know their parents have. People 

who are evil know to give good things to their children, God being good knows what good things 

to give to his people even more so than humans, just ask, as your children ask things of you!  

 

It is God’s will for us to prosper and be in good health, “Beloved, I wish above all things that 

thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” (3 John 1:2). Those things 

are there for the taking all we need to do is ask!  

 

Wealth is Given 

 

As noted, the riches are already here; but many do not realize that wealth is given, not created! 

Shocking statement but true! Tom Newberry writes, “God has poured and inexhaustible supply 

of abundance onto this earth ready for us to multiply it even further if we are willing to take the 

initiative.” (Success is not an Accident, p.16, emphasis added). Wealth is already here for us to 

work in it, and multiply it, produce it and be prosperous. “The earth is the LORD'S, and the 

fulness thereof;” (Psalm 24:1). Solomon, the richest man in the world, his wealth was given by 

God (see 1 Kings 3:13).  

  

“The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich” (1 Sam 2:7; Prov 22:2). Now this can be done two 

ways; one is by keeping the law of God which is cause and effect (Deut 28), or two, by divine 

intervention (Lev 26), or both at the same time.  

 

It’s interesting that many people work and work to create wealth and be rich and never succeed, 

why?  

 

Then there are others that have the so-called “Midas touch?” Not that work has no value, it 

absolutely does and is very important, but that is when the wealth is given, that the hard work 

must be done. God gives wealth to them who are skilled and know the law of God, as Jesus said 

he gave, “to every man according to his several ability;” (Matthew 25:15). But there are people 

who just have the knack and attract wealth, why?  



The 10 Laws of Success 
 

BICOG Publication Page 4 
 

 

Notice the scriptures, “And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath 

gotten me this wealth.  

“But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, 

that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.” (Deut 8:17-

18). 

 

“And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware 

unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which 

thou buildedst not,  

“And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou 

diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten 

and be full;” (Deut 6:10-11). WEALTH IS GIVEN!  

 

The hard work comes after!  

 

Notice again what Jesus said, “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far 

country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.  

“And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according 

to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.  

“Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other 

five talents.  

“And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.  

“But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.” (Matthew 

25:14-18). Notice, the wealth is given first, then the hard work comes to produce and maintain 

the Lords kingdom.  

 

The one who did not produce was condemned, “Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest 

that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:  

“Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I 

should have received mine own with usury.  

“Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.  

“For unto every one that hath [skill and labor] shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but 

from him that hath not [no skill or labor] shall be taken away even that which he hath.  

“And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.” (vv.26-30). Skill and labor are very important when it comes to wealth given to the 

individual. Those without it are unprofitable and good for nothing. If you had a business who 

would you hire?  

 

Even in the Garden of Eden, God gave them the garden with all its riches and told them, “And 

the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” 

(Gen 2:15). Wealth is given; hard work is for production and maintenance of the wealth.  

 

Now as noted, God makes people rich or poor through the keeping or breaking his laws of 

success!  
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The whole world has riches, and is given by God, no matter what the 

faith, as Jesus said, “That ye may be the children of your Father which 

is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:45). We all 

have the riches-however due to the fact that man has rejected the laws 

of God, success alludes many people and nations. The riches are there-

the laws of success need to be kept to enjoy the riches. Notice what 

Napoleon Hill says of the natural Laws that God has put in place for our 

benefit if we follow them, “Isn’t it strange how nature works? She 

gives you a set of tools; everything that you need to obtain all that you 

can use or aspire to have in this world. She gives you tools for your 

every need and she rewards you bountifully for accepting and using 

those tools. That’s all you have to do, just accept them and use them. 

She penalizes you beyond compare if you don’t accept them and use 

them.” (Right to be Rich, N. Hill, pp.14-15, emphasis added). 

Following the laws that God has put in place will assure success and 

riches in this life. But most nations have rejected those laws, and 

therefore many nations (mostly non-Christian) live in squalor and 

poverty. This is why there are poor and rich people or nations. Some 

follow the laws of success, most do not. 

 

Your way to become Rich is Futile 

 

Trying to create wealth your way, not realizing it’s a gift, is a vain 

pursuit. Wealth is already here, and one can have them if one obeys the 

laws of success laboring in that wealth. As one author writes, “We do 

not have to create good, for it already exists eternally in the fact of the 

Omnipresence of God. Nevertheless, we have to bring it into 

manifestation through our own personal realization of truth” (Fox, The 

Sermon of the Mount, p.95, emphasis added).  

 

Notice what Jesus says, “Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, 

neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; [They don’t labor to create 

their own wealth] yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 

much better than they?  

“Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  

“And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: [They don’t labor to 

be create their own wealth] 

“And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not 

arrayed like one of these. [Richest man who ever to lived]  

“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is 

[Which “today is” - It lives today, or it lives for a day. It is short-

lived, and seems to be a thing of no value, and is so treated], and to 

morrow is cast into the oven, [Think-If God covers with so much 

glory things of no farther value than to serve the meanest uses, will 

 

Love NOT  the “things that are 

in the world.”? 

Many believe that because John said, 

“Love not the world neither the things 

that are in the world” (1John 2:15), that 

we are not to enjoy anything in this 

world. But that is simply not the case. 

God created the world for man to enjoy 

and be prosperous. 

The world John is speaking of is the 

world controlled by Satan the Devil (1 

John 5:19). 

The “things” in the world are listed in 

verse 16 that says, “For all that is in the 

world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 

the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 

the Father, but is of the world.” These 

are the “things” we are not to love. 

Verse 17 says, “And the world passeth 

away, and the lust thereof:” The evil 

world will pass away, and the Kingdom 

of God will be set up, and the “lusts” the 

things that are evil will be gone as well. 

“This explanation shows what John 

meant by ‘the things that are in the 

world.’ He does not say that we are in 

no sense to love ‘anything’ that is in the 

material world; that we are to feel no 

interest in flowers, and streams, and 

forests, and fountains; that we are to 

have no admiration for what God has 
done as the Creator of all things; that 

we are to cherish no love for any of the 

inhabitants of the world, our friends 

and kindred; or that we are to pursue 

none of the objects of this life in making 

provision for our families; but that we 

are not to love the things which are 

sought merely to pamper the appetite, to 

please the eye, or to promote pride in 

living. These are the objects sought by 

the people of the world; these are not 

the objects to be sought by the 

Christian” (Barnes’s Notes) 
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he not take care of his servants, who are so precious in his sight, 

and designed for such important services in the world?] shall he not 

much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?  

“Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall 

we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  

“(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) [They labor to create 

their own wealth] for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 

of all these things.[wealth is there just ask]” (Matthew 6:26-32). The 

heathen labor for these things because they are ignorant of God and his 

laws and do not understand that wealth is given.  

 

Now how does God “clothe the grass” and “feed” the birds? Jesus said 

to “behold” and “consider” just by observation of what goes on in 

nature how God clothes and feeds all-By the laws God has set in nature 

itself. The Pulpit Commentary states, “Matthew’s ‘consider’ (ver. 28, 

vide next note) is perhaps more original. Behold (ἐμβλέψατε). Look on, 

use your natural eyes. In ver. 28 ‘consider’ (καταμάθετε), learn 

thoroughly. Our Lord, in the present verse, bids us use the powers we 

possess; in ver. 28 he bids us learn the lessons that we can find round 

us… Observe with the processes and the agencies in the development of 

these colors our Lord’s advice has nothing to do; origin, develop-merit, 

and result are all Divine” (emphasis added). So God clothes and feeds 

all through the processes he has put in place, and Jesus said, “shall he 

not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” God through his laws 

and processes he has established will clothe and feed you as well if 

followed when laboring in the gift of wealth God has given.  

 

Enjoying the Fruits of your Labor 

 

Enjoying the riches and fruits of your labor is actually a blessing from 

God Almighty as well. Solomon, the richest man to have ever lived 

said, “And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good 

of all his labour it is the gift of God.” (Eccl 3:13). 

 

God’s not only okay with us being financially successful, but 

He wants us to be: 

 

“Here is what I have seen: It is good and fitting for one to eat and drink, 

and to enjoy the good of all his labor in which he toils under the sun all 

the days of his life which God gives him; for it is his heritage. As for 

every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him 

power to eat of it, to receive his heritage and rejoice in his labor—

this is the gift of God” (Ecclesiastes 5:18-19, NKJV). 

 

Do you see it? It is “appropriate” to enjoy the gifts God has provided—

including “wealth and possessions.” And God is the One who actually 

 

“Labour not to be rich:” (Prov 

23:4)?  

What did Solomon mean not 

to labor to be rich? Does it 

mean not to labor in God’s 

abundance and become rich 

and successful? Does God 

want us to be poor, destitute 

and lazy? NO! 

 

Notice the context. Verse one 

begins by saying, “When thou 

sittest to eat with a ruler, 

consider diligently what is 

before thee:” This is the 

context. Then it lists things 

NOT to do when you “sit to 

eat with a ruler” One of those 

things is “labor not to be rich” 

meaning don’t be busy in the 

presence of the ruler to try 

and line your own pockets; 

putting your hand in his 

pockets and trying to make 

yourself rich from him. Many 

politicians special interest 

groups do this to further their 

agendas and it always ends in 

disaster. This scripture has 

nothing to do with wanting to 

labor and be successful in 

God’s abundance.   
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gives us the ability to enjoy them. 

 

Money in and of itself is not evil; it’s only when humans receive the money and do either good 

or evil with it, is the issue. People are the problem not money. If money was such a bad thing 

then why does: 

  

 “The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich” (1 Sam 2:7)?  

 Why did God make Abraham “very rich” in gold and silver (Gen 13:2)?  

 Why is did the wise men give Jesus’ family gold (Matt 2:11), enough for a King? And 

there was no refusal from the parents of Christ!  

 Why did Jesus have a “bag” (John 12:6; 13:29) or as it should read “coffer of money” 

(Commentary of the NT, Lightfoot)? 

 

 God says, “For the love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). Or as it should real read, 

“is a root (not ‘the root’)” (JFB) of “all kinds of evil” (Barnes Notes). Or, you can trace many 

evils back to one thing, the love and/or pursuit of money.  

 

We should never let our stuff or our pursuit of success become idols. God has to remain first in 

our lives, 1Timothy 6:9–10 reminds us of this: “Those who want to get rich fall into temptation 

and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 

have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (NIV). Accumulating 

stuff just for the sake of stuff takes us down a dangerous road. When we keep our focus on God, 

though, and use money for His glory, He blesses us with more. It makes sense! He wants His 

resources to be in the hands of those who steward them well. 

 

Different Degrees of Love 

 

Many evils in this world are due to the fact that people love money. Yet many good things occur 

as well do to the fact that people love money. It can go both ways! It all boils down to priorities!  

When we study the incident between the rich young ruler and Christ, one notices that money was 

the rich man’s priority over God! Having money wasn’t the sin-money being his master was!  

 

After this, the disciples then said this to Jesus, “…we have left all, and have followed thee.” 

(Mark 10:28).  

 

Jesus answered and said, “Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or 

brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the 

gospel’s,  

“But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 

mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.” 

(Mark 10:29-30). Jesus said “now in this time” people will receive all sorts of riches, and not just 

material, if our priorities are straight, that God comes first not money. God is our master, and 

when we learn to let go of money as the disciples did; when we learn to do that, then we can 

receive vast amounts of money, and be ITS MASTER, and not money ruling us! 
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The same truth can be said about spiritual things as well. Only when you learn to let go of your 

man made spiritual things, your traditions and ideas about God and the bible, will God shower 

you with blessings of truth and knowledge of salvation and the word of God. God says, “Break 

up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns….Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and 

take away the foreskins of your heart,” (Jer 4:3, 4).  

 

Jesus said, “Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 

them it is not given [spiritual wealth is a gift as well].” (Matthew 13:11) The knowledge of God 

is “given” like material wealth, because the disciples had, “good ground” (Matthew 13:23). They 

purged their minds, “left all” of their traditions behind to follow Christ and receive his message. 

The others could not let go, so no gift was given, their, “…heart is waxed gross, and their ears 

are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed” (v.15).  They chose their traditions and 

beliefs over the truth of God, so spiritual wealth was not given to them. 

 

Money should not be a master over anyone, but unfortunately for most it is. The love for money 

and the pursuit of it, people are willing to be immoral, to get it to satisfy every sinful craving 

they have, and the gain of material things. Yet the pursuit for money to do good, most people do 

not do; for helping people get out of debt, or money for a surgery, homelessness, funding a 

ministry to preach the Gospel etc.. No, for most part people pursue money for satisfying their 

carnal desires.  Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and 

love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 

mammon.” (Matthew 6:24). Now does this contradict what Solomon said about enjoying wealth 

and riches? Was Jesus being a hypocrite since he had a “coffer of money”? 

 

The word for “hate” means, “…in NT to regard with less affection, love less, esteem less, Matt 

6:24; Luke 14:26 hate.” (Mounce Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the NT, emphasis added; 

see also Strong’s #3404). There are different degrees of love or affection for a person or a thing.  

 

Clarke’s Commentary states about this verse, “The word hate has the same sense here as it has in 

many places of Scripture; it merely signifies to love less - so Jacob loved Rachel, but hated Leah; 

i.e. he loved Leah much less than he loved Rachel. God himself uses it precisely in the same 

sense: Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated; i.e. I have loved the posterity of Esau less than 

I have loved the posterity of Jacob: which means no more than that God, in the course of his 

providence, gave to the Jews [Israel] greater earthly privileges than he gave to the Edomites, and 

chose to make them the progenitors of the Messiah, though they ultimately, through their own 

obstinacy, derived no more benefit from this privilege than the Edomites did.” (Emphasis added). 

In varying degrees, we love or show affection for our homes, cars, money, children, parents, God 

etc.… There are varying degrees and kinds of love!  

 

Loving our parents; is this evil and does it take the place of loving God? No! It priorities! Jesus 

said, “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son 

or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” (Matt 10:37). Love and trust in God first (Deut 

6:5). Loving your Parents, dog, cat, home, love them to a lesser degree compared to God; there 

are varying degrees of love or affection of these things, including money! Prioritize all of them 

in correct order. 
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Jesus said not to have money become our master; instead WE are to control money and not the 

other way around! The only master we should have is God! As this source rightly says, 

“Observe also that it is not the possession of wealth that he [Jesus] condemns, but the serving it, 

making it an object of thought and pursuit. Gathering it and using it in the service of and 

according to the will of God is not serving mammon (cf. Weiss, ’Matthaus-Ev.’).” (Pulpit 

Commentary). We are the masters of money, and making it, pursuing it, and using it for good 

and for the service of God and humanity is no sin, but is God’s will!  

 

Are Possessions evil?-Again, earthly possessions are condemned when people trust in them, 

worship them, are enslaved by them, greed, covetousness, these are the things God condemns 

when it comes to possessions of this world. These are all temporary, and cannot save; the Godly 

things are forever and can save. “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

[context-for salvation see verse 1]” (Col 3:2).  

 

Jesus told the rich young ruler to, “go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven;” (Matthew 19:21). Jesus knew that he could not part from his 

riches, it was his god, and he was a slave to it. Question, why did Jesus tell him to sell his 

possessions and give to the poor if money evil? Why not just destroy them? Possessions are not 

evil, men loving possessions and money over God is the problem. We must seek “FIRST, the 

kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things [material possessions] shall be added 

unto you. [Wealth is a gift]” (Matthew 6:33).  

 

What do you think the whole lesson of tithing is for? To let go of your possessions and give them 

to God, to show that God is your master not riches! A person who tithes and is not blessed by 

God is due to the fact that they are tithing with a wrong attitude, “But this I say, He which 

soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also 

bountifully.  

“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 

necessity: God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Corinth 9:6-7).  

 

If you tithe and you have a hard time letting go, tithing because you have to, not because you 

want to let go of your money-money is your master and not God! “thou shalt love the LORD thy 

God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” (Deut 6:5). Until that 

happens God will not, “…open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 

there shall not be room enough to receive it.” (Mal 3:10). 

 

The Richest men in the world understood this concept. “Some of the world’s richest people have 

been faithful in returning their tithes. People like J.C. Penny, William Colgate, Henry Heinz, 

Milton Hershey, John D. Rockefeller and R.L. Le Tourneau were all tithe payers. God promises 

to provide for His people if they are faithful in returning their tithes. Malachi 3:11, Psalm 37:25, 

Philippians 4:19 and Proverbs 3:9, 10” (Article; Financial Advice the World’s Wealthiest Man 

and Wisest Book, by Mark Finley, p.2, emphasis added).  

 

“John D. Rockefeller, Sr., when asked if he tithed replied: ‘Yes, I tithe. My first wages amounted 

to $1.50 a week. The first week I took the money home to my mother, and she held the money in 

her lap and explained to me that she would be happy if I would give a tenth of it to the Lord. I did 
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and from that day to this I have tithed every dollar that God has entrusted to me, and I want to 

say to you that if I had not tithed the first dollar I made, I would not have tithed the first million 

dollars I made. Train the children to tithe and they will grow up to be faithful stewards of the 

Lord.”’ (ibid, p.2 emphasis his). Giving starves selfishness. When we give we open our heart to 

receive. Withholding hardens our hearts. It produces a selfish spirit. Giving opens our hearts 

liberally to receive all of the abundant blessings God has for us. This is one of the several laws of 

success. Many buy books from rich men to try and emulate what the rich do and be successful 

like them. Tithing, giving and sowing abundantly was one of the secrets to their success.   

“Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:  

“So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” (Prov 

3:9-10). 

 

Now that we understand the priorities of God and wealth in our lives, what are those laws so one 

can succeed in this life? There is a formula that Bible gives for us to follow, and this formula will 

guarantee success! 

 

1
st
 Law-Purpose 

 

Do you know why so many young people are just drifting through their teen age years doing 

nothing, accomplishing nothing, and eventually becoming nothing? Purpose! Purpose actually 

gives us the drive to strive for what we want! Without purpose we are all lost, drifting like a 

piece of wood taking us to wherever the tide brings us. But purpose give us meaning and reason 

to get up in the morning and work; gives us a sense of accomplishment; knowing that what you 

are doing is for the good of mankind; purpose is the number one Law in the law of success! 

 

Why do you think, that when the majority of people are asked if “Money was no object what 

would you buy?” Most don’t know how to answer? Purpose! People lack a sense of purpose in 

their life and are just drifting through life and these will never achieve success.  

 

It’s interesting that, right in the beginning of the book of Genesis, the first chapter, God gives us 

the purpose for the creation of man, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:” (Gen 

1:26). God create man to eventually become the same image and kind as the Father and the Son-

So it is only right, that the first law for success is “purpose.”  

 

Solomon, the richest man in the world, whose estimated value in today’s money is in the 

trillions, said, “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is 

he.” (Prov 29:18). Purpose is needed or poverty comes to those without it. The laws of God must 

be kept as well as a guide towards that goal, which include the laws set in nature as Jesus said. 

There are universal laws that work upon us all the time, and these need to be obeyed in order to 

be successful in this life. The laws of cause and effect, sowing and reaping etc.…Spiritual laws 

that the mind must subject to, disciplines needed so one can be successful. 

 

Mind Power-What is that you want to be in this life? Define specifically what you want and 

pursue it. This is all created first in the mind. Once created in the mind, one must have a great 

desire for its achievement. Thoughts determine who you are and what you want, Solomon said, 

“For as he thinketh in his heart, [the mind] so is he” (Prov 23:7).  
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Mind power is powerful indeed, and “thoughts become things” Albert Einstein said, “that’s 

physics.” If one has the desire to pursue what he or she wants, as Fox says, “We understand now, 

in the light of Scientific Christianity, that thoughts are literally things…” (The Sermon on the 

Mount, p.64, emphasis added).  

Napoleon Hill states that many in Psychology know that one who has a positive attitude will 

receive it back-this is the law of sowing and reaping. Good thoughts sown will reap good people 

and good things. We have heard the saying, “What goes around, comes around,” is based on “we 

reap what we sow.” If you have practiced kindness and compassion, you will receive in it in turn. 

If you have been deliberately cruel to another, you will receive back into your life that cruelty 

which you have sent out. Your actions and thoughts morph into physical responses, causing a 

reaction in kind.  

 

Job said, “Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same.” 

(4:8) 

 

Solomon states, “The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire of the righteous 

shall be granted.” (Prov 10:24).  

 

And, “Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed.” (Prov 13:21)  

 

God himself says, “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 

unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 

I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11). 

 

Have you ever wondered why sometimes when a person walks into a room, and has a determined 

look on their face, that many will say, “I know exactly what you are thinking”? Thoughts give 

out vibrations and people can feel those vibrations to the point you can practically read their 

minds. Jesus experienced this; in the Gospels it says, “Jesus perceived their thoughts” (Luke 

5:22), He “knew their thoughts” (Luke 6:8; see also Matt 9:4; 12:25; Luke 11:17). 

 

Napoleon Hill, wrote about this secret of success saying, “The law is that your mind attracts to 

you the counterpart of the things that the mind is feeding upon. There’s no exception to that rule. 

It’s a natural law and there are no exceptions for anybody. So if you want to attract (in prayer or 

otherwise) the things that you desire, you have to make your mind positive. You not only have to 

believe, but you have to put action back of that belief and transmute it into faith-applied faith. 

And you can’t have applied faith in a negative state of mind; the two just don’t go together…To 

do anything worthwhile, you have to learn to keep your mind positive all the time. A positive 

mental attitude attracts opportunities and a negative mental attitude repels them. Do you think 

repelling opportunities has anything to do with your merit or right to have opportunities? 

Absolutely not. You may have the right to all of the good things in life. You may be entitled to 

them. But if you have a negative mental attitude, you will repel the opportunities leading to the 

attainment of those things. So your job is to keep your mind positive so it will attract to you the 

things” (Right to be Rich, pp. 171, 170, emphasis added).  
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Fox states, “You attract to yourself certain kinds of people and certain conditions-and others you 

repel. You attract to yourself riches or poverty, and peace of mind or fear…whatever the mind 

dwells upon will sooner or later come into your experience” (Sermon on the Mount, p.87, 89, 

emphasis added). 

 

Solomon said, “The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness;” (Prov 21:5). This is the 

law of sowing and reaping! 

 

The Law of Sowing and Reaping 

 

“The truth is this: There are no exceptions to the law of causality. It is impartial and impersonal 

and it comes to us in a particular order -sow then reap. This God-given natural law was old 

when the pyramids were new. Like Gravity it works twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, 

everywhere in the world, regardless of whether anyone has ever told you about it. It is 

impossible to harvest something that has not been sown, though many squander their entire lives 

attempting to do just this only to end up in frustration. Success is the effect generated by right 

thinking and right actions. Successes, and failure for that matter, are not accidents, but 

consequences. If you want to know what you sowed in the past, look around and see what 

you’re reaping today. You begin your climb toward your full potential as a human being the 

moment you accept and absorb the truth that cause and consequence are inseparable” (Success 

is Not an Accident, by Tommy Newberry, p.8, emphasis his and mine).  

 

This great Law works upon all mankind whether we realize it or not. When one becomes aware 

of it, one can change their life and become successful. Like all the laws of nature, there is utter 

perfection in this law. You create your life! Whatever you sow you reap! Your thoughts are 

seeds, and the harvest you reap will depend on the seeds you plant.  “A spiritual principle such 

as the law of sowing and reaping can never be broken. This spiritual principle always works. 

Luke 6:37-38 tell us that whatever we give out, we will have it multiplied back to us.” (Francis 

Martin, Hung by the Tongue, p.9, emphasis his and mine). One can sow thoughts out into the 

world and receive likeminded people and things into their life and reap what they sowed! 

 

Deep Focus-Successful people are usually dialed into what they want the most. One who is 

concentrated and determined to do what he or she wants to do will accomplish their goal. 

Meditation is regularly taught in the Bible. This does not mean getting into some sort of trance 

and chant something over and over again. It simply means to “think on these things” (Philip 4:8). 

Focus on your goal and purpose, in your mind; analyze them, and its causes and effects. 

Joshua was told to meditate on the law of God, Joshua 1:8, as did David and many others. (see 

also  Philp 4:8; 1 Tim 4:13; Psalm 1:2; Colossian 3:2).  Solomon said what we focus on the most 

we will get (Proverbs 10:24). Jesus says to focus on your “desires” “believe that ye receive them, 

and ye shall have them.” (Mark 11:24). 

 

Jesus taught about focusing in on what you want, and that focus determines the outcome of your 

life, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. “ 

“The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 

light.  
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“But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in 

thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!” (Matthew 6:21-23). Whatever your treasure is, 

your mind will be focused on that treasure. Fox examines this scripture and says, “The eye 

symbolizes spiritual perception. Whatever you give your attention to, is the thing that governs 

your life. Attention is the key. Your free will lies in the directing of your attention. Whatever you 

steadfastly direct your attention to will come into your life and dominate it. If you do not direct 

your attention consistently to anything particular-and many people do not-then nothing in 

particular will come into your life except uncertainty and suspense; you will be like a drifting 

log.” (Sermon on the Mount, p.101, emphasis his and mine). The outcome of a person without 

any focus is fear, worry, unhappiness, ill health and poverty will come upon anyone who does 

not have any focus, and will never become successful.  

  

Napoleon Hill when speaking to Andrew Carnegie told him the secret to success is to focus and 

think about what you want and have a burning desire for its achievement and it will come to you. 

Thoughts determine who you are and what you want, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” 

(Prov 23:7). 

 

Think positive-The Bible teaches this principle of positive thinking, “A joyful heart is good 

medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” (Prov 17:22). (See also Prov 4:23; 15:13; 

16:3; Luke 12:25; Philippians 4:8, 13). Did you know that negative thoughts can completely 

destroy a whole years’ worth of work? It crushes ideas, concepts and designs that could be 

instrumental in helping this world?  

 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “…whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 

whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 

these things” (Philippians 4:8). Not only will you be more successful, you will also attract 

people of like mind that will support you in anything that you will do.  

 

One suggestion to keep positive is to go to seminars with people of like mind-enthusiasm is 

contagious and can infect a whole room of people, and that can cause all sorts of good things to 

happen. This includes church. Church in many ways are like seminars; listening to a speaker 

talking about positive things, and purpose-a room filled with people of like minds recharging 

their spiritual batteries for the coming week. Church is a place where you can be surrounded by 

people who will support you and cheer you on in your pursuit of whatever it is you want to do in 

life! 

 

The Bible specifically says to choose your friends wisely, “He that walketh with wise men shall 

be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20). There is a saying “Show 

me who your friends are, and that’s who you are.” One must surround themselves with people 

who will not put you down, or tell you, “You can’t do this”? Many people say that, because they 

can’t, so neither should their friends, so they bring you down to their level.   

One must surround themselves with positive, prosperous people that will encourage you to do 

whatever it is you want to do. Do this one thing alone, and your life will change.   
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The Rewards of a Positive Mental Attitude, if you take possession of your mind and direct it 

toward desirable goals, you will enjoy:  

 

1. Success consciousness, which attracts only the circumstances which make for success  

2. Sound health, both physical and mental  

3. Financial independence  

4. A labor of love in which to express yourself  

5. Peace of mind  

6. Applied faith, which makes fear impossible  

7. Enduring friendships  

8. Longevity and a well-balanced life  

9. Immunity from self-limitation  

10. The wisdom to understand yourself and others 

 

Accurate Thinking- To be an accurate thinker, you must take two important steps:  

 

 Separate facts from opinions, fictions, unproved hypotheses, and hearsay.  

 Separate facts into two categories: important and unimportant. 

 

Accurate thinking is based on two types of reasoning:  

 

1. Induction. This is the act of reasoning from a part to a whole, from the particular to the 

general, from the individual to the universal. It is based on experience and experimentation and 

draws conclusions from them.  

 

2. Deduction. In this act of reasoning specific conclusions are based on general logical 

assumptions. 

 

Accurate thinkers never act on freely offered opinions without giving them the closest scrutiny; 

they permit no one to do their thinking for them. They obtain facts, information, and counsel 

from others, but they retain the right to accept or reject it in whole or in part.  

  

The Bible speaks about “reasoning” using logic and common sense. Also, we must have the 

spirit of “discernment.” Know what is right and wrong, fact from fiction, truth from error. 

 

Solomon says, “There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death” 

(Prov 14:12). One must inform themselves of the causes and effects of every decision and action 

one must take.  

 

Isaiah says, “Come now, and let us reason together, Says the LORD” (1:18).  

 

The Apostle Paul discussing doctrine, “three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures” 

(Acts 17:1-3; see also 1 Corinth 13:11; Isaiah 43:26; Acts 18:4, 19; 1 Peter 3:15.) 

Of Discernment Solomon says, “An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise 

seeks knowledge.” (Prov 18:15; see also Prov 15:21; New Test; 1 John 4:1; Philp 1:9-10; Heb 

4:12; 5:14). Before you accept anyone’s statements as facts, you must try to find the motive 
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behind those statements. The motive can be completely honorable, but you must still be careful 

about accepting the statements of overzealous people who have a habit of letting their emotions 

run wild. Honor alone does not equal accuracy. You must rely upon your own judgment and be 

cautious no matter who is trying to influence you. If a statement does not seem reasonable or 

contradicts your experience, set it aside for further examination.  

 

When you ask others for facts or judgments, try not to 

disclose the answer you expect or your motives in 

asking, for people often alter their advice to fit what 

they assume is their listener’s desire. This process may 

be innocent or duplicitous, but you should avoid it. 

 

When one uses common sense, logic, right judgment 

and decisions; deep focus, positive thinking and apply it 

to their purpose, this will ensure success.  

 

2
nd

 Law-Education 

 

Did you know that successful people are voracious 

readers? Elon Musk sets aside 3 hours a day just to read 

books and articles. Successful people never stop 

learning. Most people believe once they are out of 

school that learning is over-nothing could be further from the truth! Interesting that, the more 

successful the person, the more they are eager to learn! Solomon said that, “A wise man will 

hear, and will increase learning;” (Prov 1:5; Prov 2:3-4; 3:13-16; 8:10-11; 20:15; Isa 34:16). 

This is what a wise person does, increases in knowledge and never quits learning. The very 

foundation of success is education! 

 

Jesus Christ spoke of a strong foundation, saying, “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 

mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a WISE MAN, which built his house upon a rock:  

“And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 

and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.  

“And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 

foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  

“And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 

and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 7:24-27). When there is an economic 

downturn, if one has a solid foundation of education, one can whether the storm.  

 

One rich man said that if he were to become broke tomorrow, give me a team of people with 

certain skills, and in one year he would be right back in the same position. That’s what a strong 

foundation of education can do when an economic storm comes, “for the price of wisdom is 

above rubies.” (Job 28:18; Prov 8:11). Money is not the solution; wisdom is the solution to 

poverty. Many politicians today just throw money at the problem of poverty, thinking that it will 

cure it, but it has added more problems and making everyone worse off. Wisdom is the cure to 

poverty as the old saying goes, “If I give you a can of tuna, and you have a meal. But if I teach 

you how to fish, you will never go hungry again.” We need to teach the poor how to fish, not just 
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give them meals. When Jesus gave to the poor, or told others to do the same, it was to “relieve 

the oppressed” (Isa 1:17), “giveth food to the hungry” (Psalm 146:7; Matthew 25:34-40) not to 

keep them in their poverty. The poor must be shown the laws of success for them to be pulled out 

of poverty and into a life of purpose, accomplishment, production, relationships, etc.  

 

Teach ability Index-Are you teachable? Successful people never quit learning. Solomon, the 

richest man in the world never stopped learning; he said wisdom was worth more than money.  

How high is your teach ability index between 1-10? One being low; and Ten being high.  

 

Are you willing to learn? Or, do you think you know everything already? If you think you know 

everything, then you have a low teach ability index and there is nothing that you are willing to 

learn, and you will not be successful. Some of the disciples of Jesus (not the twelve), were not 

willing to learn and left Jesus which cost them their salvation (see John 6:60-68). The 12 

disciples however, their minds were “good ground,” willing to learn and absorb the words of 

Jesus and learn, and look what happened-they changed the world! A BEAUTIFUL SUCCESS 

STORY! 

 

One rule however, always take a break because “Too much study will wear you out” (CEV Eccl 

12:12). 

 

3
rd

 Law-Good Health 
 

You heard the old saying, “If you haven’t got your health, you haven’t got anything.”? So true 

when it comes to success! And not just physical health, even more importantly mental health! 

 

The mind and the body needs to both be strong and functional-especially the mind. The mind is 

more powerful than the body. There have been many a story of people who are confined to wheel 

chairs, beds, crutches, etc.…yet accomplished so many wonderful things because they have a 

strong purpose filled mind, full of faith in God and themselves. Some, because of their strong 

minds were actually even healed of any aliments in their body due to a strong mind. These strong 

willed people do not let their current health situation stop them from achieving what they want to 

achieve to the best of their ability-I believe people like this are the truly strong ones! 

 

The Bible says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind.” (2 Tim 1:7). A strong mind can accomplish anything it is focused on, to the point 

where the body is secondary. Jesus said, “The spirit [mind] truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” 

(Mark 14:38) 

 

The Training balance scale- There is something called “The Training Balance Scale” that many 

successful people consider one of the basics of success. It is divided in two; one side has the 

Why, and the other side as the How. The why, on this scale, is what’s termed thinking side. You 

can also call it a bunch of diverse phrases like considering, thoughts, goals, aims, and mental 

processes. This side also deals with your feelings and also your vibration how you feel. This side 

has everything to do with what goes on inside the mind. 
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The How is what’s known as the action side. Additionally can be viewed as the physical motion 

steps, strategies, executing, planning, activities, what you do, approaches. This side of the scale 

is about any sort of bodily movement, the executing. This is when the hard work kicks in.  

Now the reason it’s termed the “training balance scale” is that the concept is there should be a 

balance involving the two sides of the scale. The concept is that there should be stability between 

motivating any person to do a thing and then educating an approach to someone. 

 

The concept is that both sides should be balanced. That 

right there that concept is a delusion and it could keep 

you broke forever. This is the idea that has been instilled 

into our minds for decades. The scales should not be 

balanced. 

 

However, the scales are tipped to the side on the 

thoughts. You need to focus just about all of your power 

on the Why and the thoughts, not the actions and the 

How. “You become what you think about most of the 

time” says Earl Nightingale, “For as he thinketh in his 

heart, so is he” (Prov 23:7). The power of the mind is 

more powerful than the physical actions of your body-

As the Bible says, “The spirit [mind] truly is ready, but 

the flesh is weak.” (Mark 14:38); and that we “walk by 

faith, not by sight” (2 Corinth 5:7).  

 

The focus on the how and not the why is what failures do. Winners and successful people never 

think about the how first, they define what they want first and then get a burning desire for its 

achievement. The How will eventually present itself afterwards. 

 

Thinking about the how demonstrates doubt and lack of faith. Yes faith without works is dead 

(James 2:26). But this is speaking mostly about “justification,” not an answer to prayer, or an 

idea for a business or an invention that you have that is manifesting itself to you. It is 90% 

thoughts, then the how [the works] will present itself to you. One presented one must work hard 

to accomplish and achieve it.  

 

One example of faith in the Bible, Jesus when he cursed the fig tree, the disciples let him know 

that the figs withered and died. Jesus said to them, “…Have faith in God.  

“For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and 

be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart [thinking about the how], but shall 

believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  

“Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 

them, and ye shall have them.” (Mark 11:22-24). Don’t focus on the how; do not say “how will 

this mountain be removed”? Most people focus on the how. The how does not matter because, 

“…with God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26). If you just, “believe that those things 

which he saith” it “shall come to pass;” “Act as if” those things you desire have already come 

AND IT WILL COME-that’s faith! When it comes, then, the how will present itself to you, and 

you will understand how the mountain will be removed!  
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Another example was the parting of the Red Sea. The Israelites were trapped and they had no 

place to go, the sea blocked their way of escape. The Israelites focused on the how, notice, “And 

when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians 

marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the 

LORD. 

“And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to 

die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?” (Ex 

14:1-11).  

But Moses had faith! He did not focus on the situation at hand and how God was going to do it, 

he just KNEW God was going to do it, and said, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of 

the LORD, which he will shew to you to day [the how will present itself]: for the Egyptians 

whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.  

“The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” (vv.13-14).  

 

Then the how presented itself, “…and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind 

all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.” (v.21). 

 

The training balance scale shows us that it is really 90% thought and the rest action. Focus on 

what you want, then the desire for its achievement, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” 

(Prov 23:7), and the how will present itself. 

 

A modern example is Aristotle Onassis. Aristotle Onassis was a shipping magnet and made 

millions because he had vision, focusing on his attitude, thoughts and desires for his empire. 

 

At the end of WWII, the shipping business was at a standstill. Due to the war, countries weren’t 

trading with each other and there was a glut of ships on the market. In some instances shipping 

companies actually paid to get their ships dismantled and wrecked. The “facts” were blatantly 

obvious; the worst business you could be in at the end of WWII was shipping. However, there 

was a gentleman in Greece, who, in a coffee shop on napkin calculated that if the shipping 

business just went back to the way it was before the war, shipping could be on the upswing, 

especially since the war caused the world to become more internationalized and countries were 

motivated to purchase goods from each other like technology, cars, etc. So while everyone else 

was getting rid of their ships he began buying them for pennies on the dollar and in 3 years 

Aristotle Onassis became the richest man in the world. Mr. Onassis’s perspective also mirrors 

the phenomenon that more people became millionaires during the great depression than at any 

other time in our country’s history. This is a good example of how thoughts and a right mind set 

is the bulk of the training balance scale, then the how will presented, and the hard work begins. 

 

Self-Discipline- A sound mind starts with morals-Keeping God’s commandments. The Law of 

God as one’s foundation of morality and common sense results into a sound and peaceful mind, 

“O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 

righteousness as the waves of the sea:” (Isa 48:18). No worries, fear, psychotic breaks, but 

stability of mind which translates into a healthy body. “There is no fear in love; but perfect love 

casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.” (1 John 

4:18). Love according to John was Keeping God’s Commandments (1 John 5:3). 



The 10 Laws of Success 
 

BICOG Publication Page 19 
 

  

James says, “For as the body without the spirit [mind] is dead, so faith without works is dead 

also.” (James 2:26). Many books have shown the mind-body connection how the two 

complement each other. If the commandments of God are written on your mind, the more sound 

the mind, the body will follow.  

 

Control your thoughts and focus on your goals. Solomon says, “The wise man’s eyes are in his 

head; but the fool walketh in darkness:” (Eccl 2:14). When staying focused, you do not become 

diverted from your goal to achieve success whatever that might be.  

The one gift God has given man is control over his own mind. Controlling one’s mind shows real 

strength, and not the size of one’s muscles, Solomon, “He that is slow to anger is better than the 

mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit [mind] than he that taketh a city…He that hath no rule over 

his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.” (Prov 16:32; 25:28). Most 

people act first and think about the consequences later. Self-discipline will reverse that process. 

You will learn to think before you act. The primary means to this end is your control of your 

emotions. Negative emotions of anger, vengeance, jealousy, hatred, can be destructive to a 

person if they are not put under control.  

 

Paul wrote, “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  

“And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.” (2 

Corinth 10:5-6). All emotions must be brought under control. Even the good emotions must be 

mastered, organized and release them with conscious control. Inherent in these emotions is 

explosive power. If you regulate that power properly, it can lift you to the heights of 

achievement. But if you let it run wild, it can dash you to pieces on the rocks of failure. 

 

Self-discipline calls for balancing your emotions with your reasoning. This means you must learn 

to consult both your feelings and your reason before you reach any decision. Sometimes you will 

need to set aside your emotions and follow the dictates of reason alone. Other times you will 

decide in favor of your emotions, modified by your reason. A happy medium is important. ? You 

must control and direct your emotions not abolish them. 

 

The Structure of Your Mind-Your mind is divided into six departments which are subject to 

your conscious control. Understanding these departments helps you understand self-discipline.  

 

The six departments are:  

 

1. The ego. The source of willpower. It acts as a supreme court, with the power to reverse, 

modify, change, or eliminate the entire work of all the other departments.  

2. Emotions. Here is generated the driving force which sets your thoughts, plans, and purposes 

into action.  

3. Reason. This is where you weigh, eliminate, and properly evaluate the products of your 

imagination and emotions.  

4. Imagination. This is where you create ideas, plans, and methods of attaining your desired 

ends.  

5. Conscience. Here you test the moral justice of your thoughts, plans, and purposes.  
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6. The Memory. This acts as the keeper of records of all your experiences and as a storehouse 

for all sense perceptions and inspiration from Infinite Intelligence. 

 

Here are more scriptures about mind control (Titus 1:8; Rom 12:1-2; Phil 4:8-9; James 1:19-21; 

1 Corinth 6:12-20; Eph 6:10-20; Gal 5:13-26; Titus 2; James 3; 1 Corinth 9:25-27; 2 Tim 1:7). 

 

Physical Health-Almighty God laid down certain foods and actions to keep us healthy and 

vibrant in this life. What about you? Are you bubbling over with energy and enthusiasm? Are 

you free from pain and sickness? Do you have the drive and consistent good health to lead, to 

produce, to accomplish-to fulfill the purpose of your life successfully?   

 

Poor health can adversely affect your job, your marriage, your social life-everything! Your 

bodily health greatly affects your drive and zeal-even in spiritual matters. It affects your warmth 

and friendliness-your whole personality. You simply cannot afford to remain sick or “below par” 

most of the time. 

 

“You are what you eat,” as they say. The body is formed from the foods we eat. Yet the average 

person has very little knowledge of what he or she really ought to eat to build a strong, vigorous 

body. Unfortunately today, many of the foods we eat have no nutritional value whatsoever. Back 

in the 1970’s many vitamins and minerals were taken out of the foods (like Iodine), which are 

vital to our health and well-being. People are told to stay out of the sun-the result Vitamin D 

deficiencies which lead to cancer. We must pay close attention to what we put in our bodies, or 

we can shorten our life span, and not accomplish all we need to accomplish in this life time.  

 

The basic thing to remember in selecting foods is to be sure you eat as natural foods as possible 

that have been altered as little as possible in man-made “food” factories. Take care that your 

food is properly prepared so as not to destroy the body-building elements. Avoid starchy, greasy, 

sugary concoctions that may taste good at the moment, but that contain little of nutritional value 

and will in time wreck your health. 

 

Remember the principle that your foods should be natural foods — as God caused them to grow 

or be formed in nature. These could include genuine whole grain breads (without preservatives 

added) and cereals, fresh fruits and fresh vegetables — cooked at low temperatures so as to 

preserve their nutritional value, lean clean meats cooked without excess grease or fat, and dairy 

products — including certified raw milk when possible. 

 

Few people fully realize the consequences caused by such “refined” or “improved” products as 

white bread, white sugar, canned and heavily sweetened fruits and vegetables and pasteurized 

milk, when these are substituted for the natural products that God intended as food. So eat a 

balanced diet of natural foods. And learn to prepare all foods so as not to destroy their nutritional 

value. 

 

We should also consider the health value of water. Pure drinking water and plenty of it is one of 

the greatest aids to eliminating body poisons and keeping the entire system clean. It is an aid in 

preventing or overcoming constipation — that source of so many bodily ills. 

 



The 10 Laws of Success 
 

BICOG Publication Page 21 
 

Meats-God has laid down for us the “…law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living 

creature that moveth in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth:  

“To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast that may be 

eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.” (Lev 11:46-47). Certain meats are chosen by God to 

be clean and unclean. When one studies why these meats were chosen, one can see the reasoning 

why these meats can be consumed and others avoided. Also animal fats should be avoided as 

well, “that ye eat neither fat nor blood.” (Lev 3:17). All the toxins in the clean animals are stored 

in the fat, not the meat, so the fats are to be avoided.  

Fasting- is also another way for the body to cleanse itself of many of the poisons that 

accumulate in the body as well.  

 

Exercise -of course is another way to keep strong and healthy as well. Paul wrote, “As the 

saying goes, ‘Exercise is good for your body, but religion helps you in every way.’” (1 Tim 4:8 

CEV). Paul did not condemn physical exercise, but merely making a comparison that it does 

profit in this life, as compared with godliness which will profit in this life and through eternity. 

Rest- is also important. Eccl 4:6, “Better is a handful with rest, than both hands full with labour, 

and vexation of mind.” (Douay Rheims Bible). Sufficient, regular sleep for most adults ranges 

from seven to nine hours each night. This is definitely not wasted time. It will enable one to be 

fully alive during his work. If one continues to work with no rest, one will experience burn out, 

brain fog, and will not be able to function properly.  

 

When God said, “Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work,” He was giving a law of health 

— as well as a spiritual principle — that will never grow old. Both physically and mentally, we 

need to rest every seventh day — and so God gave the Sabbath rest as a great blessing. 

 

These are the basic laws of radiant physical and mental health. Take action and enjoy a 

wonderful full life of health and prosperity, as summarized:  

 

1) Maintain a tranquil mind — a positive attitude.  

2) Be sure you have a balanced diet of natural foods. Learn the value of drinking plenty of water, 

of fasting and of avoiding constipation.  

3) Remember that cleanliness is vital to good health 

4) Derive the maximum benefit from sunshine and fresh air.  

5) Plan a program of regular, sufficient exercise. And stick to it!  

6) Let your body recuperate from work and play through proper sleep and rest as God intended. 

 

4
th

 Law- Going the Extra Mile 

 

Hard work is something that is looked upon as something that should be limited to “what you 

pay for is what you get.” Unions promote this kind of behavior especially in the car plants. “If 

they want anything extra out of me, well you are going to have to pay for it” they say. 

 

Many countries want to implement a universal basic income for people-this of course will quell 

any one to go out and produce, and take any initiative to achieve any success. Socialism is 

basically taking care of someone from the cradle to the grave. But that is not how the modern 
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world was built! In fact the communist world collapsed with this kind of philosophy. Nothing is 

for free; someone has to pay for a socialist society, which can cost into the trillions of dollars. 

With no production from the population, how is this to be achieved? It cannot, and the results of 

socialism are poverty, debt, totalitarianism, slavery and death. 

 

No-this modern world was created by wealth being given, this land of ours full of wealth and 

riches, and then the wealth is worked and produced  by its populations!-The How of the training 

balance scale!   

The Bible has much to say about hard work and laziness-Solomon especially. He wrote, “Go to 

the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:  

“Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,  

“Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.  

“How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?  

“Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:  

“So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.” (Prov 6:6-11).   

 

God designs us to learn many a lesson from His creatures in the natural world. There is in each 

creature some spark of the divine Excellency testifying silently against our deficiencies. “Go to 

the ant” as thy teacher you lazy man. The ant does not borrow or beg, nor is it starved by 

neglecting to provide for its wants in time, but of its own accord burns with zeal for toil, without 

any one urging it. The ant is a remarkable creature for foresight, industry, and economy and 

takes on personal initiative. No one forcing him to work- but is a worker! 

 

Not being a producer, like socialism promotes, always leads to poverty, case in point the Soviet 

Empire. The west has always prided itself on industry and hard work. “He becometh poor that 

dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.” Those who work hard, and 

produce will always become rich. Many billionaires in the world today are successful due to the 

fact that they work hard to get where they are. Implementing the laws of success in their lives, 

and having the drive, the purpose and perseverance to achieve success-many people are 

successful today. 

 

Why is there poverty in the world today? The Bible has an answer, “For even when we were 

with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat” (2 Thess 

3:10). Many of the poor today do exactly that! The homeless on the streets simply want a hand 

out, so they can buy cigarettes, alcohol and other substances to satisfy their cravings. They have 

no intention of going to work and getting jobs. Many have no education, why? Because they did 

not want it! Now they are homeless! Everything requires work, thought, planning and execution; 

unfortunately many people being lazy and do not have vision for a future don’t take action, and 

rather do nothing and be lazy, and the result of course is poverty! 

 

Many blame the rich for homelessness, but that is just a scapegoat-justifying why they are poor! 

Personal responsibility is the last thing on their minds. The government officials play up this 

scenario, and every election cycle we hear how the rich are bad, they need to pay more and give 

to the poor. The Robin Hood scenario does not work and will never work. This is just basically 

saying that we are going to punish the successful and reward the unsuccessful.  

 



The 10 Laws of Success 
 

BICOG Publication Page 23 
 

Have you ever done more than what is expected of you? Do you know there are benefits to going 

the extra mile and work hard with vibrant enthusiasm? Solomon says, Eccl 9:10 “Whatsoever 

thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 

wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”  

 

Jesus taught it, “And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.” (Matthew 

5:41). 

 

Personal Initiative-Taking Personal initiative is the key to success. It is defined this way: 

“Initiative is a force of personal energy that arises from deep within and flows forth into positive, 

goal-oriented action.” 

 

Your personal initiative is your inner power that starts all action. It is the enemy of 

procrastination.  It’s the spark that initiates your productive actions. Without personal initiative, 

you cannot be successful. 

 

Napoleon Hill talked about personal initiative at length in his 9
th

 principle of success. He said, 

“Success is something you must achieve without someone telling you what to do or why you 

should do it.” Like the ant! 

 

Success comes to those who are proactive.  Instead of drifting through life doing only what are 

required, successful people do the extra things that bring more meaning to life. 

 

Using one’s personal initiative has more benefits than meet the eye: 

 

1. People who use their personal initiative are more respected and have greater influence. 

2. No other method for building one’s self esteem is more effective than using your personal 

initiative to do the little things that make you a better person. 

3. People who consistently use their personal initiative to advance their careers are those 

who are at the top of the pay scale in their profession. 

4. You will have the edge at everything you do because you will stand out as a person 

worthy of being noticed. 

 

According to Andrew Carnegie, there are two types of people in the world who will never 

amount to anything: 

 

1. The person who never does what he is told to do.  

2. The other is the person who only does what he is told to do. 

 

The people who get ahead do the things that should be done without being told. And they don’t 

stop there. They go the extra mile and do much more than are expected of them.” Personal 

initiative is absolutely necessary if you are going to realize your goal. It will bring you 

advancement, attention and opportunity. 

  

The Law of Increasing Returns -The quantity and quality of the extra service you render will 

come back to you greatly multiplied. If you render service worth a hundred dollars, chances are 
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you will get back not only those one hundred dollars but perhaps ten times that-provided you 

have done so with the right mental attitude and going the extra mile.  

 

The Law of Compensation-The Law of Compensation ensures that everything you do will bring 

you some sort of result of the same kind. To benefit from this, you must always render the most 

service you are capable of, with the best attitude, and you must do so regardless of your 

immediate compensation, even if it appears you will receive no immediate compensation. The 

issue from here is not some unlooked-for benefit, such as might come from offering a chair to a 

senior citizen. It is a matter of honesty and earnest effort. Dishonest, lazy people look to get 

something for less than is required or even nothing. If you decide to boost your profits by raising 

your rates and providing less service, it’s going to catch up with you. Your day-to-day life may 

not offer such dramatic examples, but the most concrete one is your paycheck. If you are 

dissatisfied with its size, remember: Until you begin to render more service than you are already 

being paid for, you are not entitled to any more pay. 

 

Gaining Favorable Attention-People who need your work have things to offer you. You 

probably are not the only person capable of providing what they need. What will distinguish you 

from the crowd? The attention you generate by doing more than you are being paid to do. 

 

There are many other benefits going the extra mile, such as self-improvement, becoming 

indispensable to your employer, it creates opportunity for you, produces self-confidence, and you 

are favorable to your employer. 

 

Work also smarter- “If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more 

strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct.” (Eccl 10:10). This passage shows to work smart, 

and you will accomplish more. Without sharpening the edge it prompts the worker to sharpen his 

tool instead of trying to accomplish his task by an exertion of mere brute strength and achieving 

less. Just sharpening the tool one will achieve and finish the task in less time, more production, 

with less strength. Work hard, but smart.  

 

5
th

 Law- Learning from Adversity and Defeat  

 

Learn from your mistakes, persevere and build from them. The Bible is filled with verses about 

overcoming, enduring and staying the course and being faithful to God. Jesus Christ said, “I 

counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich” (Rev 3:18). Going 

through obstacles and learning from your mistakes, is a way one can come out of the “fire” a 

better and richer person-Character is built. One must move forward not dwelling on the past, just 

learn from it (see Eccl 11:3).  

 

Jesus promised those who never give up, “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto 

the end, to him will I give power over the nations:” (Rev 2:26). 

 

With all the adversity that the Apostle Paul faced, he said in the end, “I have fought a good fight, 

I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:” (2 Tim 4:7).  
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There is no such thing as defeat until we accept it as such! As we go through life’s twists and 

turns, the best application is making sure we apply a Positive Mental Attitude to what we 

normally would view as “failure.” When we reframe it as only “temporary defeat,” our attitude 

toward everything in our life will change … for the better, of course.  

 

No one who has attained success has not met with some form of failure comparable with the 

scope of his or her success. Edison “failed” with more than ten thousand different attempts to 

create a light bulb before he hit on the formula that worked. Defeat should be accepted merely as 

a test which permits you to discover the nature of your thoughts and their relation to your 

definite major purpose. Knowing this modifies your reaction to adversity and keeps you striving 

toward your goal. Defeat is never the same as failure unless and until it has been accepted as 

such. 

 

There is always something positive that hides within a defeat. With past experiences and gained 

wisdom one can look through the mistake learn from them, and become blessed in the process. 

 

The Major Causes of Personal Failure- I have below listed the most common and powerful 

causes of failure. If you see any here that are in your life, resolve to do something about them, 

and do it now! 

 

1. The habit of drifting through life without a definite major purpose  

2. Meddlesome curiosity about other people’s affairs  

3. Inadequate education  

4. Lack of self-discipline, manifested as both uncontrolled appetites and indifference to 

opportunity  

5. Lack of ambition  

6. Ill health that results from negative thinking and poor diet  

7. Unfavorable childhood influences  

8. Lack of persistence and follow-through  

9. Negative mental attitude  

10. Lack of emotional control  

11. The desire to get something for nothing  

12. Failure to reach decisions promptly and firmly when all the facts needed for the decision are 

available  

13. One or more of the seven basic fears: poverty, criticism, ill health, loss of love, old age, death 

14. Poor selection of a spouse  

15. Over caution or the lack of caution  

16. Poor choice of a vocation or occupation  

17. Indiscriminate spending of time and money  

18. Lack of control over the tongue  

19. Intolerance  

20. Failure to cooperate with others in a spirit of harmony  

21. Disloyalty  

22. Lack of vision and imagination  

23. Egotism and vanity and Pride (Proverbs 11:2; 13:10; 16:18; 29:23)  

24. Desire for revenge  



The 10 Laws of Success 
 

BICOG Publication Page 26 
 

25. Unwillingness to go the extra mile 

 

The causes of failure are many, and often you will find more than just one has led to people’s 

downfall. 

 

But in defeats there are benefits: 

 

 Defeat reveals and breaks bad habits, releasing your energies for a fresh start with better 

habits.  

 Defeat supplants vanity and arrogance with humility, paving the way for more 

harmonious relationships.  

 Defeat causes you to take inventory of your assets and liabilities, both physical and 

spiritual.  

 Defeat strengthens your willpower by providing it with a challenge to greater effort. 

 

Your attitude toward defeat is crucial to mastering it. You can see it in two ways, only as a loss 

or as a chance for gain. 

 

The Apostles looked at persecution for the faith, not as a defeat but that Christ maybe 

“glorified.” (John 21:19) 

 

Points to Ponder:  

 

1. Everyone faces defeat. It may be a stepping stone or a stumbling block, depending on the 

mental attitude with which it is faced. 

  

2. Failure and pain are one language through which nature speaks to every living creature.  

 

3. Defeat should be accepted as a test allowing you to discover the nature of your thoughts 

and their relation to your definite purpose. 

 

4. You are never a failure until you accept defeat as permanent and quit trying.  

 

5. Defeat doesn’t discourage the man who knows he is right. 

  

6. Success comes only to those who try and keep trying.  

 

7. Edison failed 10,000 times before perfecting the electric light bulb. Don’t worry if you 

fail once.  

 

8. In the hour of defeat, many have discovered their true greatness by accepting defeat only 

as a challenge to try again.  

 

9. You’ve got a problem? That’s good! Every time you meet a problem and solve it with 

positive mental attitude, you become a better and more successful person.  
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10. Problems are only opportunities in work clothes! 

 

Persistence -is an essential factor in success. You heard the old saying “Quitters never win, and 

winners never quit”? Men who accumulate great fortunes are generally known as cold-blooded, 

and sometimes ruthless. Often they are misunderstood. What they have is will-power, which they 

mix with persistence, and place back of their desires to insure the attainment of their objectives. 

 

The majority of people are ready to throw their aims and purposes overboard, and give up at the 

first sign of opposition or misfortune. A few carry on DESPITE all opposition, until they attain 

their goal. These few are the Fords, Carnegies, Rockefellers, and Edison’s. Without Persistence, 

you will be defeated, even before you start. With Persistence you will win. 

 

Symptoms of Lack of Persistence: 

 

1. Failure to recognize and to clearly define exactly what one wants. 

 

2. Procrastination, with or without cause. (Usually backed up with a formidable array of 

alibis and excuses). 

 

3. Lack of interest in acquiring specialized knowledge. 

 

4. Indecision, the habit of “passing the buck” on all occasions, instead of facing issues 

squarely. 

 

5. The habit of relying upon alibis instead of creating definite plans for the solution of 

problems 

 

6. Self-satisfaction. There is but little remedy for this affliction, and no hope for those who 

suffer from it 

 

7. Indifference, usually reflected in one’s readiness to compromise on all occasions, rather 

than meets opposition and fights it. 

 

8. The habit of blaming others for one’s mistakes, and accepting unfavorable circumstances 

as being unavoidable. 

 

9. WEAKNESS OF DESIRE, due to neglect in the choice of MOTIVES that impel action. 

 

10. Willingness, even eagerness, to quit at the first sign of defeat. (Based upon one or more 

of the 6 basic fears). 

 

11. Lack of ORGANIZED PLANS, placed in writing where they may be analyzed. 

 

12. The habit of neglecting to move on ideas, or to grasp opportunity when it presents itself. 

 

13. WISHING instead of WILLING. 
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14. The habit of compromising with POVERTY instead of aiming at riches. General absence 

of ambition to be, to do, and to own. 

 

15. Searching for all the short-cuts to riches, trying to GET without GIVING a fair 

equivalent, usually reflected in the habit of gambling, endeavoring to drive “sharp” 

bargains. 

 

16. FEAR OF CRITICISM, failure to create plans and to put them into action, because of 

what other people will think, do, or say. This enemy belongs at the head of the list, 

because it generally exists in one’s subconscious mind, where its presence is not 

recognized.  

 

How to Develop Persistence 

 

There are four simple steps which lead to the habit of PERSISTENCE. They call for no great 

amount of intelligence, no particular amount of education, and but little time or effort. The 

necessary steps are: 

 
1. A DEFINITE PURPOSE BACKED BY BURNING DESIRE FOR ITS FULFILLMENT. 

 

2. A DEFINITE PLAN, EXPRESSED IN CONTINUOUS ACTION. 

 

3. A MIND CLOSED TIGHTLY AGAINST ALL NEGATIVE AND DISCOURAGING 

INFLUENCES, including negative suggestions of relatives, friends and acquaintances. 

 

4. A FRIENDLY ALLIANCE WITH ONE OR MORE PERSONS WHO WILL 

ENCOURAGE ONE TO FOLLOW THROUGH WITH BOTH PLAN AND PURPOSE. 

 

These four steps are essential for success in all walks of life and to enable one to take these four 

steps as a matter of habit. 

 

 These are the steps by which one may control one’s economic destiny. 

 They are the steps that lead to freedom and independence of thought. 

 They are the steps that lead to riches, in small or great quantities. 

 They lead the way to power, fame, and worldly recognition. 

 They are the four steps which guarantee favorable “breaks.” 

 They are the steps that convert dreams into physical realities. 

 They lead, also, to the mastery of FEAR, DISCOURAGEMENT, and INDIFFERENCE. 

 

The Bible mentions this characteristic many times as a key to success in one’s personal and 

spiritual life. Developing this characteristic is essential in this life and the life to come. This is an 

actually blessing to have as James says, “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when 

he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love 

him.” (1:12).  
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Jesus constantly said, “but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 10:22; Matthew 

24:13).  

 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 

things.” (1 Corinth 13:7).  

 

The Bible says that we are to never quit in our goal of living a Christian life, being persistent will 

have its reward in the end of the journey, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due 

season we shall reap, if we faint not [“if we do not give up,” (ESV)].” (Gal 6:9).  

 

Whatever goal you have no matter what the opposition, stick to it, and follow all the laws of 

success; learn from your mistakes, overcome, be persistent, and the goal you have will be realize.  

 

6
th

 Law-Alliances, Councilors & The Mastermind Principle 
 

Many people have seen the show called the “Apprentice” with Donald Trump. Many successful 

people actually have mentors to guide them, and give them advice, so they learn the right things 

to be successful. The disciples were apprentices, and Christ the Mentor. 

  

Books and seminars also can be mentors! Who do you listen to? Will you read or listen to a 

person who just writes about how to become successful? Or do you listen to, or read a book from 

a person who actually did it! 

 

King Solomon said, “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors 

there is safety” (Prov 11:14; 15:22; 24:6). Many successful organizations and businesses have 

board meetings, where everyone with specific skills come together and share, report, advise, and 

brain storm, so the owners and CEO’s can make smart and informed decisions so the company 

can prosper and profit. Successful people never stop learning, one they do, they will fail. Always 

seek counsel to make good and sound decisions to stay a success!  

 

Strategic Partnerships- Alliances with people with the same goal and purpose, working in 

perfect harmony helping each other to be successful, are a major key to success.  

 

No man is an Island. All need help in business etc.…Solomon says, “Two are better than one; 

because they have a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: 

but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. “(Eccl 4:9-

10). Napoleon Hill called this the “Mastermind Principle” of forming alliances and partnerships 

with “like minded” people. To be successful, no one can do it alone. Successful people know 

this, but it seems that the unsuccessful do not! People who think that they can go it alone are 

doomed for failure. No one can put that kind of burden on themselves, it is impossible from a 

business standpoint. Alliances share the burden and all will benefit from it.  

 

While you must always do the work of becoming a great success, a mastermind group can harness 

and maximize the focus behind your success. Together, you know more and can focus more 

energy than anyone can do alone. 
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How to Assemble a Mastermind Group-Choose people who want to accomplish the same goal 

you have. Also, choose people who are already where you’d like to be in your life-or who are at 

least a level above you. The truth is many people at a higher level will want to become involved 

simply because they then get to play at a game they might never organize for themselves. The 

other people you’re going to invite are people they would like to be around, too. 

 

The truth is, most people are not in mastermind alliances. And if you can start one they’d like to 

be involved with, they’ll let you in and open a whole new world for you. 
 

While you may not get Ted Turner or Bill Gates, you could probably get the major real estate 

developer in town. You could probably get a business owner. You could probably get the 

publisher of the local newspaper. 

 

But you won’t know until you ask. 
 

Start with your list and work down. Maybe you’ll end up with a local columnist instead of the 

publisher - someone who might be a lot more helpful to you in the long-run. 

 

If your goals are centered on a specific subject like starting a new business or investing money, 

you might start a mastermind group centered on entrepreneurship or investments. 

 

The ideal size of a mastermind group is 5-6 people. If it is too much smaller, it loses its 

dynamics. If it is bigger, it gets unwieldy-meetings take longer, some needs go unmet and 

personal sharing is minimized. 

 

Mastermind Meetings-Ideally, each mastermind meeting should be conducted weekly or every 

other week, for one hour, in person, with all members of the group in attendance. Meetings can 

also be conducted over the phone. But each meeting should follow the proven format described 

below for insuring each participant stays involved and gets their needs met. 

 

Step #1: Ask for Spiritual Guidance by Delivering an Invocation 

 

A sample invocation that asks God to be present might be: 

 

“We ask now to be filled and surrounded with your Spirit, and our hearts be open to receive 

guidance from you O Lord God.” 

 

Step #2: Share what’s New and Good 

 

A good way to bond with others in the group and keep esteem and excitement high is to each 

share a success story. Even small successes achieved since the last meeting give others in the 

group the feeling that “this process is working. It’s something I need to stay involved with.” 

 

Step #3: Negotiate for Time 

 

While the normal weekly time allotment might be 10 minutes per person for discussion etc., 

members can negotiate for any extra time they think they'll need. 
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Step #4: Individual Members Speak While the Group Listens and Brainstorms Solutions 

 

Discussions can be personal, professional-it doesn’t matter. As long as everyone is getting value, 

they’ll stay involved with the group. 

 

After the allotted time of explanation, discussion and brainstorming, the Timekeeper says, 

“Done!” and the group moves on to the next member’s needs. 
 

Step #5: Make a Commitment to Stretch 

 

Once members have had their time to present, discuss, brainstorm and gain feedback, the 

Timekeeper asks each member in turn to commit verbally to something they wouldn’t normally 

commit to if they weren’t part of the group. 

 

Step #6: End With Gratitude 

 

Your group might end with a group prayer expressing gratitude. Or you might go around the 

table with each member saying one thing they appreciate about another person in the group. 

All these techniques will make one wiser, smarter and more efficient, and the foundation of 

educating one self, through counsellors, partnerships, friends, etc.…will contribute to making the 

foundation of education more solid, increasing always one’s learning.  

 

7
th

 Law-Good Management skills 

 

Time and money are precious resources, and few people striving for success ever believes they 

possess either one in excess. Understanding how you use them is an important part of evaluating 

your progress toward success and analyzing what may be holding you back.  

 

King Solomon wrote, “There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a 

foolish man spendeth it up” (Prov 21:20). Throwing money away is not good management. 

Having a “slack hand” as Solomon says, one “becometh poor” (Prov 10:4).  

 

Disorganization and laziness when it comes to finances is a sure recipe for poverty. Most people 

today fall into this category, and why 90% of people are either low middle class, or below it. 

Finances should be managed always, so that, you can take care of the next generation, “A good 

man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for 

the just.” (Prov 13:22).  

 

However most people approach finances without any care which always ends in poverty as 

Solomon observed, “I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of 

understanding;  

“And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the 

stone wall thereof was broken down.  

“Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction.  

“Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:  
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“So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.” (Prov 24:30-

34). 

 

Get Rich quick- Riches acquired by speculation (not from God and his laws of success), lucky 

hits, lotteries, card playing, gambling etc.… soon become dissipated. 

  

Did you know that 80% of Lottery winners go poor after the first year of winning? Why? Poor 

money management! They think that the money will always be there and they go on a spending 

binge. Then, in the end, they are worse off than before they won the money. One time I would 

love to hear someone who wins the lottery say, “This 3 million dollars, I’m going to turn it into 6 

million dollars.” But that will not happen because most people who play the lottery have little to 

no money management skills whatsoever. Solomon warned, “Wealth gotten by vanity shall be 

diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.” (Prov 13:11). The general meaning is 

the mere possession of riches is as nothing; they come and go, but the power to gain by skill of 

hand (“labor”) is everything. When wealth is given by God, God gives it to those who can 

manage it correctly by skill (see Parable of the Talents), that will make someone rich. There has 

to be substance behind that money-a solid foundation. Speculation, gambling, luck, there is 

nothing behind it, as the saying says, “Quickly won, quickly gone.” Says the Greek maxim-

“Haste not for wealth, lest thou be quickly poor.” (See also Prov 20:21; Prov 21:5). 

 

Get rich quick schemes are foundations based on sand, and are usually back by deceitfulness and 

evil schemes. Solomon wrote, “A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh 

haste to be rich shall not be innocent…He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and 

considereth not that poverty shall come upon him.” (Prov 28:20, 22).  

 

Don’t be Greedy-In the Movie “Wall Street” with Charlie Sheen and Michael Douglas; the 

character Gordon Gekko made a speech saying “Greed…is good, Greed is right…” This 

character thought that greed will save the USA. But reality tells a different story. A global 

economic crisis in 2008 hit the USA that stemmed from the insatiable greed of millions of 

people! 

  

Enron went bankrupt. In the course of uncovering their bankruptcy, a huge betrayal came to 

light: for years, Enron had cooked their books. Their investors lost billions, their 20,000 

employees lost their jobs. Greed leads to destruction, not success! 

 

Rightly did Solomon say about greed, “So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; 

which taketh away the life of the owners thereof…He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own 

house; but he that hateth gifts [Bribes] shall live.” (Prov 1:19; 15:27). The fruits of greed leads to 

family problems, loss of jobs for thousands of people, companies being shut down like Lehman 

Brothers etc... Greed does no one any good. 

 

Instead, giving generously (not throwing your money away) does well for everyone including the 

giver. Solomon says, “Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of 

thine hand to do it.” (Prov 3:27). If you are in a position to help someone that deserves it, not 

throwing your money away-like giving to a homeless person who’s just going to use your money 

to buy cigarettes, alcohol or drugs; but a person who really needs it-this will not only help the 
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person in need, but the giver as well. How so? The giver has the knowledge that he or she is 

helping someone, and gives them a sense of fulfillment and knows he or she is having a positive 

effect on some else’s life. Also, when the giver is in need, don’t you think that the person he or 

she helps will not come to givers aid? Of course the person will! I have seen people practically 

give their shirts off their back to people who are extremely generous, because of what the 

generous person did for them. But this cannot be your motive, to just get something back. This is 

the fruit of generosity. One must give because he or she genuinely cares for people expecting 

nothing back.   

 

Think of it! A greedy person who helps absolutely no one, when he or she is in need, who will 

come to the greedy person’s aid? No one! He or she helped no one, so no one will help that 

person in their time of need.  

 

Solomon says, “The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also 

himself.  

“He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him 

that selleth it.” (Prov 11:25-26). 

 

Tithing is also required and good, helping the ministry- because the ministry help others, “He 

that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he [God] 

pay him again” (Prov 19:17; see also Malachi 3). 

 

Diversify-A good money manager has assets that pay him or her good monthly returns from a 

variety of sources. Solomon wrote “There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 

withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” Don’t have all your eggs in one basket. 

Have a variety of assets, so if one does go bad, you have others that will still pay you a return 

because anything can happen, “Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not 

what evil shall be upon the earth…but time and chance happeneth to them all.” (Eccl 11:2; 

9:11). 

 

Seize Opportunities-Take hold of good opportunities, when they come. Do not sit back watch, 

do nothing or procrastinate. This is a bad habit of putting off until the day after tomorrow what 

should have been done the day before yesterday. Notice what Solomon says, “He that observeth 

the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.” (Eccl 11:4). Solomon 

says a farmer who is always looking for excuses not to sow or reap (wind, rain, etc.) even though 

it’s the right time, misses his opportunity and therefore reaps nothing. You will never know if 

you will succeed until you try (Eccl 11:6).  

 

Stay out of Debt-Many believe that slavery is over! They cannot be more wrong. There are 

modern day slaves, debt slaves. “the borrower is servant to the lender.” (Prov 22:7). 

  

If you cannot afford to go into debt then do not go into debt no matter how tempting it is. If you 

are in debt and you are in over your head, then get out of it as quickly as possible. There’s 

something about the debt that tempts a person to keep spending even when you can’t afford the 

payments. It can feel like you’re getting something for nothing. But eventually, that spending 

will catch up with you and it won’t feel so good then. Spending beyond your means, always 
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leads to payments you cannot make, the banks seizing your assets, and declaring bankruptcy. 

Those are just your material goods. Notice this Proverb, “Free yourself, like a gazelle from the 

hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of a fowler.” (6:5 NIV). I use this verse a lot when I 

talk to people about how to get out of debt.  “You can wander into debt, but you can’t wander 

out.” You’ve got to get gazelle intense—and run for your life. 

 

Health wise debt can lead to all sorts of problems that have nothing to do with accounting and 

everything to do with psychology. Debt leads to stress, fear, anger, depression, panic, worry and 

suicide.  The National Institute of Mental Health estimates 40 million Americans suffer from 

anxiety. Financial worries are a massive trigger for those disorders. The number one cause of 

divorce is financial problems.  

 

The mere act of starting to dig out of a financial hole is a positive first step that will make you 

feel better. Many consumers have done that by contacting a debt management agency. 

 

“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever 

loves others has fulfilled the law.” (Rom 13:8 NIV). 

 

Credit counselors work with them to set up a budget, and they work with creditors to reduce 

interest rates. That mountain of depressing bills is consolidated into one monthly payment, and 

the non-profit agency distributes the funds to creditors. If you are in debt do something to get out 

of debt; consult your bank representative and get of debt today! 

 

Borrowing money is only for those who can afford to pay it back. Nowhere does the Bible say 

that it is a sin to borrow or lend money. “Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them 

that are sureties for debts.  

“If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed from under thee?” (Prov 22:26-

27). The sin is with the lender or the borrower.  

 

God told the lender, “If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not 

be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.  

“If thou at all take thy neighbour’s raiment to pledge [collateral], thou shalt deliver it unto him 

by that the sun goeth down:  

“For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall 

come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; for I am gracious.” (Ex 22:25-27). The 

lender can lend money, but if he be poor, not to charge him interest, and to give him his 

collateral back if he needs it.  

 

Every Seven years on the Sabbatical year all debts were cancelled, it was called the “LORD’s 

Release” (Deut 15:2). So debt is not a sin, neither is borrowing money. It is really up to the 

person. If you do go into debt can you afford to do so? Can you manage the debt? And one 

should only go into to if it is necessary. There are cases where debt is simply unavoidable –

medical emergencies, job layoffs, or bankruptcy, for instance. Psalm 37:21 states, “The wicked 

borrow and do not repay.” The conclusion is obvious: if you don’t repay your debts-that is the 

sin! Going deeper and deeper in debt knowing you cannot pay it off is the sin, and this is why 

one must get out of debt. Do not go into debt unless you can manage it!  
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Time Management-Prioritizing Your Tasks is vitally important. Make a list of all the things you 

need to do today, this week, and this month. Divide another sheet of paper into four equal 

sections. Label the top left “Important and Urgent.” Here you will enter jobs that you know must 

be done right away in order for you to be successful. Write the day and hour each task in due 

next to each job. Label the top right section “Important but Not Urgent.” Put things here that are 

essential to your work but aren’t a crisis. If you pay the most attention to this section, nothing 

should end up in the top left category. Again, make a note next to each task about just exactly 

when it has to be done. It is important to review this section every day so that nothing slips over 

into “Important and Urgent.” 

  

In the bottom left, write “Unimportant but Urgent.” This category, like the last one, requires you 

to have a keen sense of your purpose. You have to be able to make a definite decision about what 

matters to you. Most of things that fall into it will be spontaneous: Someone will want your 

advice; you may get a call telling you that you have to act now to buy that beautiful time share in 

the Poconos. You won’t bother to write them down because you can either dismiss them or move 

them into “Important and Urgent.” The category is on the sheet of paper mostly to remind you 

that “urgent” does not mean “important.” Finally write “Unimportant and Not Urgent” in the 

bottom right. You might not even bother to write tasks down here since it means that you will 

never devote attention to them. But again, it helps to remind yourself that there are many things 

which can fall into this category. When you complete a task, put a line through it. Create 

evidence of your accomplishment as a reminder of your efficient use of your time. 

 

8
th

 Law-Create Good Habits 

 

Creating good habits to the point that you do good things automatically is a key to success. Your 

habit toward life determines the fruits you produce. People pretty much fall into two camps on 

this subject of doers with these habits, and the non-doers with their habits. 

 

Doers: 

  

 Have a definite major purpose  

 Manage circumstances and resources  

 Examine every idea they encounter before they adopt or discard it  

 Take risks and assume responsibility  

 Learn from their mistakes  

 Go the extra mile  

 Control their habits  

 Have positive mental attitudes  

 Apply their faith in their own success  

 Create mastermind alliances to expand their knowledge and experience  

 Recognize their weaknesses and take steps to correct them 

 Live by strong spiritual principles (The Ten Commandments) 

 

Non-Doers: 
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 Have no goal in life  

 Are controlled by circumstances and the lack of resources  

 Flit from one idea about life to the other, depending on this week’s fad or what the guy 

on TV said  

 Run from opportunity and blame others for their lots in life  

 Make the same mistakes again and again  

 Do only what it takes to get by  

 Let their bad habits control them  

 Have negative mental attitudes  

 Never do anything to improve their situation  

 Learn all they want to know from that guy on TV  

 Wouldn’t know a weakness if it bit them 

 Have no spiritual principles that they live by, they go with their own instincts and 

emotions. 

 

Habits determine the outcome of your life. Getting into the good habits can only produce success 

and happiness. A tree is known by its fruit. Jesus said, “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 

neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” (Matthew 7:18). To be set in your ways either 

good or bad, will produce good or bad outcomes automatically. This is why creating good habits 

to the point that they are done automatically will ensure success.  

 

There are four stages of learning which I have found to be uniquely helpful in looking at what 

needs to be known and learned. First, let’s go over the definitions of the words we will use. 

 

Conscious - Aware, knowing, awake  

Competence - Skill, expertise, advanced, proficiency  

Unconscious - Unaware, not awake, not knowing  

Incompetence - Lacking skill, amateurish  

  

One must go through 4 basic steps of learning to create good habits and process information so it 

becomes automatic: 

 

 Unconscious Incompetence (You don’t know that you don’t know)-This is when you 

don't know what you don't know. Many people struggle in reaching goals and living the 

life they desire because there are pieces of the puzzle missing in their understanding of 

areas such as life, personal finance and business. 

 Conscious Incompetence (You know that you don’t know)-At some point in the learning 

process, you start becoming aware of what you don't know and are willing to seek 

knowledge beyond what you already possess. There is so much to learn and apply, 

especially in key areas that will determine your happiness, abundance and comfort.  

 Conscious Competence (You know that you know)-You begin thinking about the 

mechanics of learning something new. It is the ability to be aware of the growth in a 

trained skill. In the beginning, more time and attention is required to comprehend 

concepts and implement them in practice. You have the newly acquired information 
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needed to accomplish a task, but you have to remind yourself of the steps or process 

involved. It doesn't come naturally. 

 Unconscious Competence (You know the information to the point where you are on 

auto pilot in its practical application)-This is when you can operate at a mastered skill 

level without thinking about it. The terms “know like the back of your hand” or “it’s 

second nature” or “it’s like riding a bike” speak to this level of understanding. Once you 

learn, you will always be able to do it.  

For one to become successful, one must master 

everything at the unconscious competence level. Just 

like if you’ve been driving for many years, you’ve 

mastered this skill at the unconscious competence level. 

How do you do this? Through repetition of the right 

thought processes and actions. 

 

It is said that it takes 21 days for anything to become a 

habit. The point is, when learning anything; it must be 

done daily without fail and must be repetitive. It is 

called conditioning and training. Soon you will settle 

into your new lifestyle of success. 

 

The Bible says, “Train up a child in the way he should 

go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

(Prov 22:6). Training to create good habits to the point of unconscious competence will create a 

person in you that will be prosperous and be a blessing to yourself, your family and the world.  

 

9
th

 Law-Relationships 

 

It was once said that “behind every successful man, is a strong woman.” “The men of greatest 

achievement are men who were motivated by the influence of a woman.” Relationships are an 

important part of one being successful. 

 

The first and most important relationship one must have is with the creator himself, God 

Almighty! 

Relationship with God-Having a relationship with God is key to success in this life and the 

next. God first off shows mankind what is his purpose on earth, and the keys towards that goal. 

Once man has made peace with his creator, and understands why man is on the earth in the first 

place, everything else will fall into place. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33). After submitting 

yourself to God and his will, everything in life will make sense and fall into place. 

 

God has made a covenant with any and all who come to him for salvation and the right way to 

live, and the results are eternal life in the kingdom of God-the true and lasting success that man 

will achieve! The covenants in the Bible are just that, “covenants” “agreements,” “contracts”-a 

relationship with God and his creation-man! Sticking to these agreements ensures man’s success 

in this life and the life to come! 
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Relationship with Spouse-Marriage is the backbone of society! When marriages breakdown, so 

does society as a whole. So also does success in one’s life. As noted, no one can be an island, 

and do it alone. Everyone needs help, and who best but a loyal wife or husband. A spouse who is 

loyal, and supports him or her and harmonious together with the same goal in mind. Two people 

who are in love and share the same principles and goals are an unstoppable force towards 

success.  

 

Relationship with your fellow man-One must have a pleasing personality to get along with 

one’s fellow man. It can be either your greatest asset or liability.  

 

Solomon said, “Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon 

the table of thine heart:  

“So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.” (Prov 3:3-4). 

 

Jesus “…increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.” (Luke 2:52). 

 

Napoleon Hill said “Your personality is your greatest asset or liability. It embraces everything 

you control, your mind, your body, and your soul.” 

 

If you plan on accomplishing anything above mediocrity in life, you will need the cooperation 

and assistance of others along your journey. To get the help you need in reaching your goals you 

must become the kind of person others want to be around. You also must be tolerant and flexible. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, 

when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.” (Luke 16:9). When one is 

flexible and tolerant of others, you can guarantee that people who you do not necessarily agree 

with when it comes to personal issues or politics or whatever, will in times of trouble will come 

to your help.  

 

Do you know why Franklin D. Roosevelt was one of the most, if not the most, popular President 

in USA history? He was flexible! Senators and congressmen would come into his office ready to 

cut his throat but go out singing his praises-all because of his mental attitude. In other words, he 

adjusted himself to their mental attitude. He didn’t get mad at the same time the other fellow did. 

That’s a mighty good way of adjusting: be flexible enough not to get mad when the other 

fellow’s mad. If you want to get mad, do it on your own account. If you’re going to have peace 

of mind and good health, you might just as well learn how to do it now. And if you’re not 

flexible, you can become flexible. 

 

Tolerance does not mean one must compromise one’s own beliefs and principles. A tolerant 

person is one who gets along with others who share a different view point and understand them. 

You’d be surprised at how few people there are in this world with open minds. Some of them 

have closed so tight you couldn’t open them with a crowbar. Did you ever see anyone who had a 

closed mind and was also pleasing?    

 

One must get along with all races and all creeds. One must get along with them because they’re 

fellow beings, brothers and sisters. An open mind is a marvelous thing to possess. If you don’t 

keep it open, you’re not going to learn very much. If you have a closed mind, you’ll miss out on 
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a lot of information and facts that you need, but wouldn’t get, without an open mind. “…he that 

hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.” (Prov 28:14). 

 

Your personality is your trademark and it can be molded so that it serves as an asset instead of a 

liability. With a positive mental attitude and use of the “The Big 3” traits of an attractive 

personality, you are sure to win in any given situation: 

 

 Smile 

 Facial expression 

 Tone of voice (Prov 12:25) 

 

If you’re not liked, there is a reason, and you can correct it. 

 

Points to Ponder: 

 

1. A Positive Mental Attitude is the right mental attitude in any given situation.  

2. If you have sincerity of purpose, it will strengthen every one of the other aspects of your 

pleasing personality.  

3. There is a right moment and a wrong moment for everything.  

4. Courtesy is your most profitable asset -- and it is absolutely free.  

5. Emotions are nothing but reflections of your mental attitude, which you can organize, guide, 

and completely control.  

6. Developing an attractive personality takes daily action towards improving pleasing traits and 

eliminating displeasing traits.  

7. Your personality is your greatest asset or your greatest liability because it embraces everything 

you control -- your mind and body.  

8. A smile helps your looks, makes you feel better, and costs nothing!  

9. To be happy, make someone else happy!  

10. What is an attractive personality? A personality that attracts!  

11. No one may have a pleasing personality without the foundation of a sound, positive 

character.  

12. Make up your mind to be happy! The only difference between happy and unhappy people is 

attitude! 

A pleasing personality is an asset of priceless value which can be attained by those who are 

willing to pay the price of its development. And an important part of this price is a sincere, 

wholesome love of people. “Love your neighbor as yourself”  

 

10 Law; Stay  Humble 

 

Pride has been the one single characteristic that has caused companies and nations to fall. Pride 

prevents growth. It leaves us stagnated. Pride gives us a sense of accomplishment. We believe 

we have arrived. We close ourselves off from learning-contrary to what Solomon says to always 

learn; successful people always learn; from listening, and from opening ourselves to new ways 

of thinking and doing. 

 



The 10 Laws of Success 
 

BICOG Publication Page 40 
 

How many companies with a successful product failed to innovate? They were content with their 

success. Because they failed to innovate a new upstart company comes along with a new and 

innovative product. Before you know it, the formerly successful company is shuttering its doors. 

Blockbuster Video was an example of this. They were stuck with their brick & mortar stores. 

Netflix comes along and by the time Blockbuster tried to make the transition to online streaming 

video it was too late. Then there was Polaroid. They once had a revolutionary instant camera, but 

they did not realize digital cameras were the way of the future. 

 

We tend to close ourselves off from a break-through because we think we have got it all figured 

out. Are you teachable? Are you open to learning even in an area where you may be 

knowledgeable and accomplished? Moses was the most humble man in the world (Numbers 

12:3). He was the judge in Israel. Head of the nation yet stayed humble; always learning from 

God himself, and never once said “I know it all”! 

 

Isolation-Think about the person who thinks he or she is a “know it all”? They tend to drive 

people away. A prideful person will fail to ask for help because they will not be able to admit 

they need help. Because they fail to ask for help, they will end up going it alone. If someone 

comes along to help, a prideful person will quickly push the other person away by making them 

feel unwanted. Pride will isolate us from others, and as we have noted above, one cannot be an 

island unto him/herself, we all need help-counselors, alliances and friends. If you put trust in 

yourself only, you will eventually be let down. There will come a time when your body will fail 

you. Your mind will fail you. Your money will fail you.   

 

Solomon said “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” (Prov 16:18). 

So true of companies, famous and successful people, and more importantly nations!  

 

It is easy for us to be lifted up with pride when we have position, power, money and fame, 

especially when we are being praise by others. We should always remember that God was the 

one who gave us everything  we have (Deut 8:14-18)   whether it be material wealth, intellect, 

family, ministry, or spiritual gifts and He can take it from, and give it to another whenever he 

chooses (Job 1:21). Like he did with Nebuchadnezzar, he will destroy and humble you because 

he is God and his glory he will not share with another (Isaiah 42:8). Anything that you put before 

God whether it is yourself, your job, money, position etc.… automatically becomes your god, 

and no flesh shall glory in his presence (1 Corinthians 1: 29). 

 

Temporal and Everlasting Success 

 

We all must remember in this journey of life that the spiritual things are eternal, and the material 

is temporal. That the number one goal a person must have are the spiritual things, “But seek ye 

first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness [the spiritual things]; and all these [material] 

things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33). The spiritual things take precedent over the 

material. Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 

own soul?” (Mark 8:36).  You can have all the material wealth in the world; if you are not right 

with God, all those riches will not save you, and this material world will eventually come to an 

end. You cannot take it with you! Spiritual things however, you can take that with you! 
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The success you have in this world is temporary and lasts only in this life. Eccl 2:4-17.  True and 

lasting success is eternal life in the kingdom of God with Jesus and the Father. These principles 

God has given us to be successful in this life, (and God wants us to be prosperous and healthy in 

this life see 3 John 1:2; Gen 13:2; 39:3) these same principles are also for character building for 

the life to come. You can take this (building character) with you in the next life. All these 

principles can also be applied for our spiritual success as well as the material.  

 

Now go out and be successful-It’s your right!  


