What isthe Gospel of the Kingdom of God?
by Peter Salemi




You Have Heard of the Kingdom of Great Britain. The Kingdom of Norway. Over and Over again,
the Bible speaks of something called the Kingdom of God! What isit? Whereisit? Isit Here,
now? Where will it be established? In Heaven, or on this earth? What did Jesus say about it? Let’'s
see what the Bible really says about God's coming Kingdom.

Inthe beginning of Mark’sGospdl, Jesus came saying, “ Thetimeisfulfilled, and thekingdom of Godisat
hand: repent ye, and believethegospel” (Mark 1:15). Jesus came preaching the“ Gospel” of the* Kingdom
of God.” (v.14). Theword“ Gospel” hasbeen tossed around in religious circleswith many different mean-
ings. Asaresult of this, thetrue meaning of the Gospel hasbeen lost! Many think itisastory about Jesus
birth. Othersthink it’satitle of the books of Matthew, Mark, L uke and John. Some even used the expres-
sion, “The Gospel Truth,” meaning that what the personissaying, isabsolutely true. Isthisthereal meaning
of theword " Gospd ?’

What isthe Real Gospel?

Sowhat istheBiblical definition of theword“ Gospe ?” Thedefinition of itistotaly different fromwhat men
believethe Gosepl is, anditstrue meaning hasbeenlost in mainstream Christian circles, yet retained with the
true Church of God who has been preaching the message since the beginning!

Two Fold Message

Therearetwo sidesto the message of the Gospel. First however, what doestheword “ Gospel” mean?
TheEaston Bible Dictionary writes, “ A word of Anglo-Saxon origin, and meaning ‘ God'sspdll’, i.e., word
of God, or rather, according to others, ‘ good spell’, i.e., good news. It isthe rendering of the Greek
evangelion, i.e., “good message.”” The Gospel isamessage proclaiming “good news.” Thelnternational
Standard Bible Encyclopediasays, “Inthe New Testament the gospel never means simply a book, but
rather the message which Christ and His apostles announced...” (emphasis added).

TheFirst part of the Good NewsProcliamed by the Apostles
Asmentioned above, the Bible showsthat thereisatwo fold messageto the“ good news’ or the“ Gospdl.”

Thefirstisthe*Gospel” about Jesus. Why he came, what hedid, why hedied. Histeaching for uson how
toliveinthisworld. Basically itisthemessage of Christ, and hissalvation for you and me!

“That we should beto the praise of hisglory, whofirst trusted in Christ.

“Inwhomyealso trusted, after that ye heard theword of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom
also after that ye believed, yewere sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” (Ephesians1:12-13). The
Gospel of Salvationwas preached to them, and they believed. That message wasthe message of Christ,
when he cameto thisearth, and what he did, what he taught, and why hedied.

Inthe book of Actswe seethe message being conveyed, andintheend people“believed” asinthechurch
in Ephesus. Peter on Pentecost preaches here the Gospel message, “ But Peter, standing up with the eleven,
lifted up hisvoice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and dl yethat dwell at Jerusalem, bethisknown
unto you, and hearken to my words:



“But thisisthat which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

“Andit shall cometo passinthelast days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon al flesh: and your
sonsand your daughtersshall prophesy, and your young men shall seevisions, and your old men shall dream
dreams:

“And on my servantsand on my handmaidens| will pour out inthosedaysof my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy:

“And I will show wondersin heaven above, and signsin the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke:

“Thesun shall beturnedinto darkness, and the moon into blood, beforethat great and notable day of the
Lord come:

“Andit shall cometo pass, that whosoever shal call onthe name of the Lord shall be saved.

“Yemenof Isradl, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, aman approved of God among you by miracles
and wondersand signs, which God did by himinthe midst of you, asyeyourselvesa so know:

“Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye havetaken, and by
wicked handshavecrucifiedand dain:

“Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: becauseit wasnot possiblethat he should be
holden of it.

“For David speaketh concerning him, | foresaw the Lord alwaysbefore my face, for heisonmy right hand,
that | should not be moved:

“Thereforedid my heart rgjoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shal restin hope:
“Becausethouwilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy Oneto see corruption.
“Thou hast made known to methewaysof life; thou shat makemefull of joy with thy countenance.

“Men and brethren, let mefreely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that heisboth dead and buried,
and hissepulchreiswith usunto thisday.

“Therefore being aprophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oathto him, that of thefruit of his
loins, according to theflesh, hewould raiseup Christ to sit on histhrone;

“He seeing thisbefore spake of theresurrection of Christ, that hissoul wasnot |eft in hell, neither hisflesh
did seecorruption.

“ThisJesushath God raised up, whereof weall arewitnesses.

“Therefore being by theright hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now seeand hear.

“For David isnot ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on
my right hand,

“Until | makethy foesthy footstool.

“Thereforelet dl thehouse of Isragl know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.

“Now whenthey heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to therest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of Sns, and yeshal recelvethegift of theHoly Ghost.

“For the promiseisunto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even asmany astheLord our
God shdl cdll.

“ And with many other wordsdid hetestify and exhort, saying, Saveyourselvesfrom thisuntoward genera-
tion.

“Thenthey that gladly received hisword were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them
about threethousand souls.



“ And they continued stedfastly in the apostles doctrineand fellowship, and in breaking of bread, andin
prayers.

“ And fear came upon every soul: and many wondersand signswere done by the apostles.

“And all that believed weretogether, and had all things common;

“ And sold their possessions and goods, and parted themto al men, asevery man had need.

“ And they, continuing daily with oneaccordin thetemple, and breaking bread from houseto house, did eat
their meat with gladnessand singlenessof heart,

“Praising God, and having favour with al the people. And the L ord added to the church daily such asshould
besaved.” (Acts2:14, 16-47). Peter’ smessage was about Christ and hismission astheMessiah for I sradl.
It was about hisdeath, burial and resurrection. Hislineageto David. Prophecieswere spoken about the out
pouring of theHoly Spirit, and what to do so they can be saved! Thisisthe Gospel, the good news of
Salvationthrough Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul preached this Gospel, “ So, asmuch asinmeis, | amready to preach the gospel to you
that areat Romealso.

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it isthe power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and a soto the Greek.” (Rom 1:15-16). Again people believe through the
power of the Gospel. The good news about Jesus and what he did for us so we can obtain salvation.

Thismeesage of the Gospel, was the main message preached to the gentiles, to convert the gentilesto the
faith. Peter said at the Jerusalem conference, “ Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye
know how that agood while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear
the word of the gospel, and believe.

“ And God, which knoweth the hearts, barethem witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even ashedid unto
us

“ And put no difference between usand them, purifying their heartsby faith” (Acts15:7-9). Hereagainthe
Gospe waspreached and the gentiles* believed.” Thiswas done by the“ mouth” of Peter. Of coursethis
took placeat the conversion of Corneliusof the® Italianband.” Thisisthe same centurion whose servant
wassick and was healed, see Luke 7:1-10, and the same who proclaimed Jesuswasthe* Son of God”
(Mark 15:39).

Notice Peter’ smessageto Corneliusin Actsthetenth chapter, “ Then Peter opened hismouth, and said, Of
atruth | perceivethat Godisno respecter of persons:

“Butin every nation hethat feareth him, and worketh righteousness, isaccepted with him.

“Theword which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (heisLord of al:)
“That word, | say, yeknow, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galileg, after the
baptism which John preached;

“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

“Andwearewitnesses of all thingswhich hedid bothintheland of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whomthey
slew and hanged on a tree:

“Him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly;

“Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, evento us, who did eat and drink with him
after herosefrom the dead.



“ And he commanded usto preach unto the people, and to testify that it ishewhich wasordained of God to
bethe Judge of quick and dead.

“To himgiveal the prophetswitness, that through his name whosoever believeth in himshall receive
remission of sins.

“While Peter yet spake thesewords, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard theword.

“ Andthey of the circumcisionwhich believed were astonished, asmany ascamewith Peter, becausethat on
the Gentilesa so was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 10:34-45). Do you seethe core mes-
sagethat converted the gentiles. Jesus Crucified, and rosefrom the dead. Theremission of sinsthrough him.
Thiswasthe gospel preached by the mouth of Peter.

But thereisal so the command that Peter mentioned by Christ to “ preach unto the people, and testify” (v.42).
Thegospel isalso about theteachings of Christ. How weareto live, our relationship with God and Man.

The sermon on the mount wasthe greatest teaching our Lord gave usour relationship with God and with
our fellow man. Like theKing to hiscabinet, Jesustaught hisdisciplesto seek the“Kingdom of God and all
itsrighteousness’ and showed them how to accomplish by the keeping of the Kingdom of laws of God.
Jesussaid, “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so,
he shall be called theleast in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (M atthew 5:19). The discipleswereto“do” and “teach”
theKingdom lawsof God totheir fellow converts. “ Go yetherefore, and teach al nations, baptizing themin
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

“Teaching themto observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway,
evenunto theend of theworld.” (Matthew 28:19-20). Thisaspect of the Gospel isclear, they weretoteach
convertsto Christ what they havelearned from the Master himself, and they wereto follow theway of the
disciples, for theway of thedisciplesistheway of JesusChrist. Paul said, “Beyefollowersof me, evenasl|
alsoamof Christ” (1 Corith 11:1).

Gospel at Pentecost

The Apostles message was about Christ and
hismission asthe Messiah for Israel. It was
about hisdeath, burial and resurrection. His
lineage to David. Prophecies were spoken
about the out pouring of the Holy Spirit, and
what to do so they can be saved! Thisisthe
Gospel, the good news of Salvation through
Jesus Christ.




“The Gospel of the Kingdom”

Asmentioned earlier inthe booklet there are many aspects of the Gospel message. But the one aspect that
groupsit all together into one message is the good news, the “ gospel of the Kingdom of God.”
Thisisthemessage Jesus proclaimed in thebeginning of hisministry, “ Jesuscameinto Galilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God,

“Thetimeisfulfilled, and the kingdom of Godisat hand: repent ye, and believethegospel” (Mark 1:14-15).
“And Jesuswent about all Galilee, teachingintheir synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom...And Jesuswent about al the citiesand villages, teachingintheir synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of thekingdom, and healing every sicknessand every disease among the people’ (Matt 4:23; 9:35).
Thiswasthe central theme of Christ, the good news of the coming Kingdom of God. Thissumsup the
whole message of Jesus, Paul and therest of the Apostles. Questionis, what isthe Kingdom?Why isit
“Good News’?

What istheKingdom of God?

Jesus brought amessage, that message wasthe message of the kingdom of God. Thisisthe messagehe
received from hisFather, that hetold Jesusto giveto the peoplesof thisearth. Jesus constantly told his
audiencethat God sent him with amessage, “1 have many thingsto say and to judge of you: but hethat
sent meistrue; and | speak to the world those things which | have heard of him....When ye have lifted
up the Son of man, then shall yeknow that | am he, and that | do nothing of myself; but asmy Father hath
taught me, | speak these things.

“ And hethat sent meiswith me: the Father hath not |eft me aone; for | do dwaysthosethingsthat please
him.” (John 8:26, 28-29). Jesus aways said that the Father gave him amessageto giveto theworld, “ For |
have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what | should
say, and what | should speak.

“And | know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever | speak therefore, even asthe
Father said unto me, so | speak.” (John 12:49-50). Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God, thismessage
fromthe Father whichinvolved eternd life. Eternal lifeand the Kingdom arebasically oneand the same
message aswewill seelater inthebooklet. Thiswasthe purpose of Jesuswholeministry, “I must preach
the kingdom of God to other citiesalso: for therefoream| sent.” (Luke 4:43)

So the message JesusBROUGHT from the Father wasamessage of the Kingdom. But what isthe Kingdom?

Theword*"Kingdom” intheNew Testament is“basileid’ thismeans, “ sovreignty, roya power [and] domin-
ion” (Vines). A careful examination showsthat Alimighty Godisgoingto set upaliteral kingdomonthis
earth. You heard of the Kingdom of Norway, the Kingdom of Great Britain. Theseweremonarchiesand
dominionswith laws, territoriesand rulersover that dominion. Why isit so strangethat whenthe Bible
speaksof the Kingdom of God, thesethings do not apply asmany Christian authoritiestry tointerpret.?In
many Bibledictionaries, they definethe Kingdom as, “ not to be confused with an actual kingdom but
rather theright or authority to rule over akingdom” (Thayer’s, emphasismine). The Holman'sDictio-
nary writes, “ He meant, quite ssmply, therule of God. Thekingdom of Godisthereign of God.

“Thisisbest understood if it isdistinguished from what Jesus did not mean. He was not speaking of a
geographical area such asthe Holy Land or the Temple. Hewas not speaking of apolitical entity such
asthenation of Israel or the Sanhedrin. Hewas not speaking of agroup of people such asHisdisciplesor
thechurch.



“Rather, thekingdom of God isGod'sruling. Itisthe sovereign reign of God. Thisruleisindependent of
all geographical areas or political entities. It istrue that the rule of God implies a people to be ruled,
and Jesus called upon peopleto enter the kingdom. The kingdom itself should be distinguished from the
peoplewho enter it” (article, “ The Kingdom of God). | agreeto acertain extant that God must rule over our
lives, and that that isaTY PE of the coming Kingdom. But these sourcesare missing, or arejust plain
ignorant of the vast number of propheciesthat show that God isgoing to set up hiskingdom. That God will
esatablish hisruleontheearth. Jesuswill sit asKing onthethroneof David, in Jerusalem. And that the
Kingdomwill be onthisearth, and therewill beno end to that kingdom.

Let’sgart withtheKing, Jesus Christ. The prophecy inthe New Testament showsthat Jesuswill ruleon his
throne, and inherit thethrone of David, and to rule over the peopleof Israel, “ Fear not, Mary: for thou hast
found favour with God.

“And, behold, thou shalt conceivein thy womb, and bring forth ason, and shalt call hisname JESUS.

“ He shall begreat, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto himthe
throne of his father David:

“And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of hiskingdom thereshall benoend.” (Luke
1.30-33). Jesuswasto inherit and existing throne that God said would always be on thisearth. God said
through Ezekid, “1 will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall beno more, until he comewhoseright it
is, and | will giveit him” (21:27). God overturned thethrone 3 times, an d when Jesuscomesit will be
transported back, and giving to therightful heir of the son of David, Jesus Christ, (Read our bookiet The
Throne of David for details).

Wherewill that throne be? Jesus called Jerusalem, “the city of thegreat King” (Matthew 5:35).

At Jesus second coming as“King of Kingsand Lord of Lords” we see him and the 144, 000 of Israd,
“stood onthemount Sion,” (Rev 14:1). Ready to rule over the earth. Zechariah makesthisclear inhis
prophecies, that the King will reign over al the earth and establish histhronein Jerusalem, “And the LORD
shall beking over all the earth: inthat day shall there be one LORD, and hisname one.

“Andit shall cometo pass, that every onethat isleft of al the nationswhich came against Jerusalemshall
even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of taber-
nacles.

“And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to
wor ship theKing, the LORD of hosts, even uponthem shall benorain” (14.9, 16-17). Not only will
Jesusruleover al theearth, but histhronewill bein Jerusalem, and al peoplewill go up and worship him
durin g thefeast of Tabernacles!

Histerritory? Aswe have seen abovethe Kingdom will be on, and RULE thisearth. Jesussaid in hispro-
phetic parables, “ Then shall the King say unto them on hisright hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:” (Matthew 25:34).

Jesussaid that the* meek for they shall inherit theearth” (Matthew 5:5).

Jesus d so said in the sermon on the mount when he gave us hissampl e prayer to pray, “ Thy kingdom come.
Thy will bedoneinearth, asitisin heaven” (Matthew 6:10). The kingdom wasto come, thewill of God to
bedoneon*earth” asitisin Heaven. God' skingdomisin heaven, and God isgoingto bringthat reignto
theearth, so he can reign on the earth, over hispeopleforever. Thisshowsthat God isnot ruling thisearth
right now. No, God instead is calling out people and bring them into hischurchto beawitnessto al



nations, and then shall theend come, see Matthew 24:14.God isnot ruling thisworld right now. Satanthe
devil isthe onewho rulesthisevil wicked world, asthe Bible saysheisthe® god of thisworld” (2 Corith
4:4). Not the creator of planet earth, or itsdesigner, no, heistheRULER over thissinsick world. If God
ruled do you think thisworld would betheway itiswith al itssickness, disease, warsand hatred? But soon
enough at the coming of Christ, the Judgement isalready set by Christ that* ...the prince of thisworld be cast
out” (John 12:31). Theword “prince” hereis“archo n; ar’-khone; Present participle of G757; afirst (in
rank or power): - chief (ruler), magistrate, prince, ruler.” (Strongst# 758). Jesuscalls Satan theruler of this
worldinothersplacesaswell, see John 14:30; 16:11. Jesusplainly said that hiskingdomisnot of this
world, (John 18:36). So God needsto bring that Kingdominto existence on thisearth, theterritory into
whichitwill governandrule.

Other propheciesin the Old Testament show that the Kingdomwill be set up onthisearth.Isaiah 11 clearly
showsthat Jesuswill ruleand Judge. It speaksof the“mountain” wichisasymbol of aKingdom, inthis
case God'sKingdom, see Daniel 2:35-45, and I saiah says, “ They shall not hurt nor destroy inal my holy
mountain: for the earth shall befull of the knowledge of the LORD, asthe waters cover thesea.” (v.9).
Thisprophecy speaksof lionsand wolvesdwelling with lambsand children. Aretherelionsand wolvesup
inheaven? No, God is speaking of thisearth.

What about laws? What lawswill God administer intheKingdom?

Theremust belawsin order to administer thekingdom, or el setherewould beno kingdomat all. The Bible
describesin the Kingdom what laws God isgoing to use, and these arethe only perfect lawsto usein order
for many to get in harmony with God, nature, hisneighbour and himself. Thelawsthat God will putin place
so that man can have peace, prosperity, love, good rel ationships, and health, thelaws of amighty God that
hegaveto Mosesto administer to Isragl. | srael wasatype of, and WASA KINGDOM OF GOD, but it wasnot
THEKINGDOM OF GOD!

Propheciesinthe Old Testament especially Isiaiah 2 and Micah 4 show that all nationswill go up to Jerusa-
lem, and to learn of hiswaysand his paths. Jesusthe great teacher will teach man the commandments of
God!

“Andit shall cometo passinthelast days, that the mountain [Kingdom] of the L ord'shouse shall be estab-
lished in thetop of the mountains, and shall be exalted abovethehills; and all nationsshall flow untoit.

“ And many peopleshall go and say, Comeye, and et usgo up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house
of the God of Jacob; and hewill teach usof hisways, and wewill walk in hispaths: for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

“ And heshall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swordsinto
plowshares, and their spearsinto pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learnwar any more’ (Isaiah 2:2-4). Thelaw of God shall goforth from Jerusalemthe city of thegreat
King, on histhroneruling on thisearth teaching the peopl e of theworld God'slaw of love.

TheTen Commandments

The laws that God will put in place in the Kingdom, so that man
can have peace, prosperity, love, good relationships, and health,
the laws of almighty God that he gave to Moses.




Zechariah 14, showsthat if peoplewill not go up to Jerusalem to worship the king, and * keep thefeast of
tabernacles’ (14:16), that plagueswill come upon those nations. Thisishow God will rebuke and Judge
strong nationsand many peoples as | saiah mentions. Thisishow God rebuked Egypt in the daysof Moses,
and God will againdoit tothemif they do not comeand worship theking at thefeast.

In Revelation Jesusissaid to “judge and makewar” (19:11). And “ out of hismouth goeth asharp sword,
that with it he should smitethe nations: and he shall rulethemwith arod of iron: and hetreadeth the
winepress of thefiercenessand wrath of Almighty God” (v.15). Jesusisto rulethe nationswith arod of
Iron. Isthereany question wherethe kingdom of God isgoing to be?

A Literal Kingdom

Inthe days of Nebuchadnezzar, the prophet Daniel interpreted theking' sdreamsfor himand gavehimthe
interpretation of them. He spoke of ahead of Gold, armsof silver, atorso of brass, and legsof Iron. Daniel
told himthat you area*king of kings’ and that “ you arethishead of Gold” (Dan 2:37-38). Then hesaid
after you shall “ariseanother kingdom” (v.39), and then “ another third kingdom.” Thenthefourth “kingdom
shal bestrong asiron” (v.40). Thesewereliteral kingdomsof Babylon, PersaGreece, and Rome. All had
territories, al hadlaws, and al hadrulers.

Thisfourth Kingdomwill continuetil the second coming of Jesus Christ. At that time, “ And in the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom
shall not beleft to other people, but it shall break in piecesand consumeall these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever.

“Forasmuch asthou sawest that the stonewas cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brakein
piecestheiron, the brass, the clay, thesilver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what
shall cometo pass hereafter: and thedreamiscertain, and theinterpretation thereof sure” (vv.44-45). The
Kingdom of God will consumeall these other kingdomson thisearth and shal be hereforever. Thisisa
literal kingdom.The context of theversesin Daniel 2eaveno roomfor alternatives. Danid 7:27 speaksof
that sameliteral kingdom, “ And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be givento the people of the saints of themost High, whose kingdomisan everlasting
kingdom, and all dominionsshall serveand obey him” All nationsunder heaven will servethe great God
under hisreign ontheearth. Jesuswill be King, and the saintsas co-rulerswith him, “ And hast made usunto
our God kingsand priests: and we shall reign ontheearth” (Rev 5:10).

Thedisciplesweretold that they would inherit “ Verily | say unto you, That yewhich havefollowed me, in
the regeneration when the Son of man shall sitinthethroneof hisglory, yealso shall sit upon twelvethrones,
judging thetwelvetribesof Isragl... That yemay eat and drink at my tablein my kingdom, and sit on thrones
judging thetwelvetribesof Isragl” (Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:30).

Davidisgiventhejob asKing over Isragl, and will be under the subjection of theKing over al the earth
Jesus Chrigt, “ And David my servant shall beking over them; and they al shall have one shepherd: they snall
alsowalk inmy judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them” (Ezekiel 37:24).

God will set up aliteral kingdomwherehewill rule over the Earth, and “ They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sunlight onthem, nor any heat.” (Rev 7:16). They will learn peace and not
“war anymore.” Intotal contrast to theworld that Satan the devil has set up right now. Whichruler doyou
want over the earth. The one now, or the onethat isto come?



Salvation and the Kingdom

Jesus Christ made astatement that has baffled peoplefor millenia. He said that you must be “born again” to
seethekingdom of God. “ Except aman be born again, he cannot seethe kingdom of God” (John 3:3). To
be* bornagain” wemust become*“ spirit.” Thisoccursat the second coming of Jesus Christ when he establi-
shesthekingdom of God on thisearth. Paul wrote, “Now this| say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit thekingdom of God; neither doth corruptioninherit incorruption” (1 Corith 15:50). Fleshand blood,
our present condition cannot inherit thekingdom. A changemust takeplace. “...but we shall al be
changed,” (v.51). Paul isreferring to of coursetheresurrection. The saintswill be changefrom flesh to spirit,
from morta toimmortal, and becomethevery children of God.

“Sodsoistheresurrection of thedead. Itissownin corruption; itisraised inincorruption:
“Itissownindishonour; itisraisedinglory: itissowninweakness; itisraised in power:

“Itissown anatural body; itisraised aspiritual body. Thereisanatura body, and thereisaspiritual body.
“And soitiswritten, Thefirst man Adamwasmadealiving soul; the last Adamwasmadeaquickening spirit.

“Howbeit that was not first whichisspiritua, but that whichisnatural; and afterward that which isspiritua”
(vv.42-46). Only inthe new resurrected spirit body can weinherit the kingdom of God.

NoticetheparalelsPaul useswhen it comesto the Kingdom and salvation.

The Corrupt and theincorrupt are our bodiesto beresurrected (v.42).

Flesh and blood (corrupt) cannot “inherit” the Kingdom of God (incorruptable), (v.50)
Corruptionismortdity, incorruptionisimmortdity, (v.53).

Whenweareimmortal, deathis*swallowed up” (v.54), and weliveforever. Isit, that thekingdom of Godis
tied into our salvation some how? Doesthe Kingdom just mean, God'srule onthisearth, and governing by his
laws?No! Itsthe Gospel of Salvation (Romans 1:16; Ephesians 1:13). Everything that Christ did, thesacrifice,
theteachings, why he was born, the message he brought, everything wasfor our salvation, so that we may
receiveeterna life. That wemay beresurrected and becomeimmortal, and enter into the kingdom of God.
Again, many apectsof the Gospel, but all under onetitle, the message of the Kingdom of God.

But the message al so goes deeper than this?

We are Saved. Weareimmortal. We areresurrected! We rule with Jesus. We arein the Kingdom. But do
peopl e understand what the deeper meaning of the Kingdom means?

DoesaKingdomjust meanterritory, Laws, and amonarchy?Yesit does mean thesethings, but the meaning
also goesdeeper than this. Anditsas plain asthe nose on your face, but peoplejust dont seemto noticeit,
though they seeit al thetimein our world today with modern kingdoms.

What isaKingdominbiblical terms?A kingdomisa nation or afamily of peoplethat have grown great
into an empire. Thethreewordsare used interchangebly in the scriptures, “ And when they went from nation
to nation, and from one kingdom to another people;” (1 Chronicles 16:20; Psalm 105:13).

“ And you shall become akingdom of priestsfor Me, a holy nation. These are the words which you shall
speak tothesonsof Isragl” (Exodus19:6 Litera Trandation of the Bible). Thethreewords*kingdom,”



“nation” and “people’ areintheHebrew “ mamlakah,” Kingdom, “goy,” nation, “am,” people. Strong's
numbers4467, 1471, 5971.

VinesExpository Dictionary of Biblical Words, writes, “ The basic meaning of mamlakah istheareaand
people that constitute a kingdom... mamlakah is a synonym for ‘am’ ‘people,” and ‘goy’ ‘nation’
..(Pslm 105:13)...” (p.129, emphasisadded).

Under “nation” it says, “So ‘ goy’ representsagroup of individualswho are considered asa unit with
respect to origin, language, language, land, jurisprudence, and gover nment. Thisemphasisinin Gen
10:5 (thefirst occurence): ‘ By theseweretheidesof the Gentilesdivided intheir lands; every oneafter his
tongue, after their families, inther nations....”” (ibid., p.159, emphasisadded).

Under “people” it says, “‘am(ov, 5971), ‘people; relative....’ First, ‘amrepresentsafamilial relationship.
In Ruth 3:11 the word means * male kinsmen...” Inthe plural the word refersto all the individuals
who arerelated to a person through hisfather: * But he shall not defile himself, being a chief man
among hispeople, to profane himself’ (Lev. 21:4)....

“Third, thisword may refer to the whole of anation formed and united primarily by their descent
from a common ancestor. Such a group have strong blood ties and social interrelationships and
interactions... Thisthesignificanceof theword initsfirst biblica gppearance: “ AndtheLord said, Behold,
the peopleisone, and they havedl onelanguage.. “ (Gen. 11:6). Hence, inthisusage an refersnot
simply to malerelatives but to men, women, and children.” (ibid., pp.174-75, emphasis added).
Clearly thebible showsthat akingdomisaFAMILY of peoplethat hasgrowngreat into anation. Isn’t
interesting that the Biblesaysthat the church of Godiscalled his* nation” (see 1 Peter 2:9). And that we
areto become children of God literally! That at the resurrection weareto beBORN INTO GOD’ SFAMILY!

“Except aman be born again, he cannot seethe kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Thosewho areborn are
“born of the spirit” andthey are*“ spirit” (John 3:6). Webecome spirit at theresurrection of thesaints, “Itis
sown anatural body; itisraised a spiritual body. Thereisanatural body, and thereisaspiritual body.
“Andsoitiswritten, Thefirst man Adamwasmadealiving soul; thelast Adam was made aquickening
Spirit.

“Howbeit that was not first whichisspiritua, but that whichisnatura; and afterward that whichis
gpiritual...Now this| say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth
corruptioninheritincorruption.

“Behald, | show youamystery; We shall not all deep, but weshall al bechanged,

“Inamoment, inthetwinkling of an eye, at thelast trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

“For thiscorruptible must put onincorruption, and thismortal must put onimmortdity.” (1 Corinthians
15:44-46, 50-53). At thetime of hiscoming anew birthisgoing to happen, thebirth of God'speople, his
churchtobeb orninto hisfamily, nation, or Kingdom. Notice how the book of Hebrews expressesit: “In
bringing many sonsto glory, it wasfitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should
maketheauthor of their salvation perfect through suffering. Both the onewho makesmen holy [Christ]and
those who are made holy [repentant and converted human beings] are of the samefamily” (Hebrews
2:10-11, NIV). Weareinthe samefamily as God the Father, and Jesus, the Son. Thisfamily, or nation or
Kingdom that we must enter by birth whichisdonethrough theresurrection.



Eternd lifeisthemessage of gospel, the gospel of the Kingdom, the good newsthat God isgoing to
resurrect hissaintsinto hisfamily, and then bring that family down to thisearth to ruleand reign on thisearth,
then therewill be peace, God’sfamily WiLL RULE not SATAN THE DEVIL (2 Corith 4:4), thisisthegood
news! “ And hast made usunto our God kingsand priests: and we shall reign onthe earth” (Revelation
5:10). Doyou graspit?Your purposeonthisearthisto beborn againinto God' sfamily, to beaKING-
PRIEST and rule on thisearth! God isreproducing after hisown kind, and you can be apart of that family-
Kingdom. Don’t waste anymoretime, live by thewaysof the Kingdom. Loveand worship theKing, and
youwill liveand reign with him forever, and “ Of theincrease of his government and peacethere shall be
no end, upon thethrone of David, and upon hiskingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and
with justicefrom henceforth evenfor ever. The zeal of the LORD of hostswill performthis’ (Isaiah 9:7).
(For afull explanation of thistopic read our booklet, What is the purpose of human life?).

Other Arguments
1). IstheChurch theKingdom?

Somethink the Churchisthe Kingdom of God. Although thereisaconnection betweenthetwo, they
arenot identical. Jesus Christ isthe Head of the Church (Ephesians 1:22), whichisthebody of believers
called by Godto proclaim thecoming Kingdom.

Chrigt rulesHis Church, thusit isunder Hissovereignty and roya power. We might say the Churchisthe
precursor of the coming Kingdom of God. Or, to put it intermsthat Jesus Christ used, we can say that the
Kingdom of Godissimilar to the proverbial mustard seed, waiting for itsgermination and rapid growth at
Jesus' return (Matthew 13:31-32). Right now the kingdom or family of God that rules consistsof the Father
and the Son. But when Jesusreturnsit will be composed of multiplemillionsof resurrected saintsborninto
hisfamily. Thisisthemeaning of the parable. But asfor the church right now, they are not resurrected, they
do not rulethe nationswith arod of iron, and Jesusisnot literal ly therewith them but only in spirit, through
theHoly Spirit he dwellswith hispeople. Thechurch right now iSPREPARING to becomekingsand priestsin
thefuture. itisstill inthe seed, and hasnot fully germinated yet.

2) IstheKingdom of God Her e-Now?

Shortly beforeHisarrest, tria and crucifixion, Jesus Christ prophes ed of worldwide period of upheaval and
unrest unpardleled inhuman higtory.

Thistimewould be characterized by religious deception, warfare, earthquakes, faminesand disease epidem-
ics, along with other great catastrophic events (Luke 21:7-28). In thisdiscourse, Christ madeit plain that the
Kingdom God wasnot hereyet.

Hetold Hisdisciplesthat, after these events, people*“will seethe Son Man coming in acloud with power and
great glory . .. When you see these things happening, know that thekingdom of Godisnear” (verses27,31).
Chrigt clearly said that the Kingdom of God will not be established onearth until after Histriumphant return in
power and great glory.

Christ aso madethisplain on other occasions. How many of ushaverecited the Lord’s Prayer without
recognizing the plain meaning of thewordsaswe said them? Thesefamiliar wordswere given by Jesus



Christinresponseto thedisciples request of Himto teach them how to pray. “ In manner, therefore, pray,”
Jesus Christ told them. * Our Father in heaven, hallowed beYour name. Your kingdomcome. . .”
(Matthew 6:9-10). Themost common prayer in Christendom acknowledgesthat God'sKingdomisnot
hereyet and that Christiansto fervently pray for itsarrival!

Near theend of Hislife, while being questioned by Pilate before Hiscrucifixion, Jesusclearly stated: “My
Kingdomisnot of thisworld. If My kingdom were of thisworld, My servantswould fight, sothat | should
not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdomisnot fromhere” (John 18:36). Pilate then demanded
toknow if Christ wereaking. Christ replied: “ You say rightly that | am aking. For thiscausel wasborn,
andfor thiscause| have comeintotheworld. ..” (verse 37).

Hebrews 11 describesthefaith of God' s servantsthrough the millennia. Summing up their history and
experiences, verses 13-16tell us. “ Theseall died infaith, not having received the promi ses, but having seen
them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangersand pilgrimson
the earth.

For those who say such thingsdeclare plainly that they seek ahomeland. Andtruly if they had called to
mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they
desireabetter, that is, aheavenly country. Therefore God isnot ashamed to be called their God, for He has
prepared acity for them.” Even Abraham, thefather of thefaithful, “waited for the city which hasfounda-
tions, whose builder and maker isGod” (Hebrews 11:10).

Although God's peopletoday experience aforetaste of God’scoming Kingdomintheir lives(see“How Are
We' Trandated Into the Kingdom’ ?”, p. 20), many scripturesmakeit clear that the Kingdom of God has
not arrived, but will be established on earth in the future. (quotesfrom UCG bookl et the Gospel of the
Kingdom).

3). The Kingdom is “with in” you?

Jesussaid that theKingdom of Godis“withinyou” (Luke17:21). Withthisstatment, many peoplebelievethat
thekingdom only existsin the heartsand mindsof men.

Such assumptionsareincorrect for several reasons. The Greek word entos, translated “within,” isbetter
trandated “inthemidst of” (Mine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Wbords, 1985,
“Within"). Severa trandations, including the New American Standard Bible, Modern King JamesVersionand
Green'sLiterd Trandation, trandate Christ’swordsas*thekingdom of God isinyour midst.”

Jesus could not have meant that the kingdom wasin their hearts. The Pharisees wanted to destroy him,
(Matthew 12:14; Mark 3:6).

Instead, in this passage Christ was pointing out the paradox that the Pharisees did not have the spiritual
discernment to recognize that the message of the Kingdom of God was at hand or being offered to them
(Matthew 23:15-17). To punctuatethis point, Jesus, referring to Himself, said “ the kingdom of God isamong
you” (New Revised Standard Version, New Jerusalem Bible, New American Blble, New English Bible). The
spiritudly blind Phariseesdid not recognize Jesus asthe divine Representative of that Kingdom.

Rather than telling the Phariseesthat the Kingdom of God was something intheir hearts, Jesus Christ warned
themthat they were so spiritudly blind they couldn’t recognizethe very personification of that Kingdomin Him.

Thereisno basisin this passagefor believing the Kingdom of God residesin one’sheart. (quotesfromthe
Gospel of the Kingdom by UCG).



