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Introduction to Prophecy 

Why Prophecy? Why study prophecy in our modern day today? Were these 

prophecies for ancient Israel or for our modern nations today? 

 

 

  
Can you understand 

prophecy? 

Background to 

Prophecy 

Prophecies still need to 

be fulfilled! 

Jesus and Prophecy 

So what’s next? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS BROOKLET IS NOT TO 

BE SOLD. It is a free educational 

service in the public interest 

published by the British-Israel 

Church of God. 
 

 As you Begin 

This booklet is designed to 

be “user friendly.” We will 

quote the Bible often in this 

booklet, but we urge all 

readers to study along with 

their own bibles and mark 

them up if you have to for 

quick reference 

 

We hope you find this 

booklet interesting, and go 

back and read some 

chapters again if necessary. 

By then you would have 

gained an overview and 

you will be surprised how 

obscure parts of the Bible 

have full meaning 
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Can you understand Prophecy? 

Many times people think that prophecy is too hard. That only a scholar with a PhD. in religion 

can only understand prophecy. Many people feel that prophecy doesn’t make any sense. God 

willing this booklet will change your view. 

 

The prophecies of God make up one third of the Bible. Lengthy prophecies given especially in 

Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah speak of kingdoms that existed long ago. What do these and other 

prophets have to do with the nations of today? Do these prophecies have anything to with the 21
st
 

century? 

 

Many people tend to see a prophet as an old white haired man with lightening in the background, 

have a shepherd staff saying “repent, the end is nigh.”! Doom and woe seems to be the focal 

point of his message. This seems to belong to another age. In today’s world we think God is 

more tolerable, and that he pleads to his audience to acknowledge him-a feel good religion with 

positive thinking. 

 

Why Prophecy? 

 

Why did God dedicate one third of the Bible for future events? The number one reason is HOPE! 

That soon there will be a better world to come. That this sin sick world will not last forever, and 

that God will finally rule on this earth and save us from what we are doing to ourselves! This is 

called the “Gospel,” meaning “Good News” about the coming “Kingdom of God.” Jesus said, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

(Mark 1:15). Jesus also said, “And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh 

be saved:” (Matthew 24:22). Almighty God is going to rule and save us before man destroys 

himself. “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:7). So God 

gives us hope that he will come and rule.  

 

The second reason for prophecy is to prove that the bible is the actual words of almighty God! 

No one can predict the future, only God can do that. God says, “Tell ye, and bring them near; 

yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it 

from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a 

Saviour; there is none beside me…Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong 

reasons, saith the King of Jacob.  

“Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, 

what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things 

for to come.  

“Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or 

do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together.” (Isaiah 45:21; 41:21-23). Only God 

knows the future with accuracy. To reveal to his prophets future events, and then they come to 

pass is a miracle in itself, and only the creator God can accomplish such a thing. God “that 

inhabiteth eternity,” (Isaiah 57:15), is not subject to time, but can see our world like a timeline, 

from beginning to end, and knows what will happen in the future. 
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Why was prophecy written? 

 

When you study the prophet Jonah, and we see that even though Nineveh repented, Jonah still 

preserved the prophecies and is part of our bibles today. 

 

In the book of Jeremiah the king of Judah ordered Jeremiah’s words to be burned, and God 

caused Jeremiah to write those words again so they can be preserved (Jer. 36: 27-28). Why? God 

wanted these words to come down to our day! 

 

The very PURPOSE for writing one single word of prophecy is to preserve the prophecies for 

future generations! God saw to it, even by intervening in a Divine miracle, that His sacred words 

were to be preserved to all generations. Here’s part of the reason: “Now these things were our 

examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted” ( 1Cor. 10:6). God 

caused these prophecies to be written for our examples, today! “Now all these things happened 

unto them for examples, and they are WRITTEN for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 

world are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). God caused the prophecies to be written to SHOW his servants 

how world conditions would work out. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 

Him, to show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass, and He sent and 

signified it by His angels unto His servant John” (Rev. 1:l). 

 

Why? So His servants in this modern age can come to understand the prophecies preaching and 

publishing them to the modern nations for whom they were intended! Not only was it for a 

“testimony against them” (Matthew 10:18), but also for the work of the Watchman (Ezekiel 33). 

To warn the nations of Israel! 

 

God makes an ironclad promise that He will NOT cause any major world condition to occur, that 

He will not intervene in world affairs, unless His servants-those who are members of the very 

body of Jesus Christ-know about it first! “Surely the Lord Eternal will do nothing but He 

REVEALETH His secret unto His servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7). 

 

One full third of the Bible is prophecy-and about 80-90% of all that prophecy still pertains to 

OUR DAY-right now! 

 

Background to Prophecy 

 

Who were the prophets? When did they live? And why did they preach and teach they way they 

did? To understand this, first we must first understand that they did not live in a world like ours. 

There were no newspapers, internet, radio and television. Their way of communicating is very 

different from ours.  
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The Holy Scriptures… 
 

According to the Hebrew Canon: 

 The Law of Moses:  
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy  

 The Prophets:  
The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings 

The Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and "The Twelve" (Minor Prophets)  

 The Writings:  
Poetical Books: Psalms, Proverbs, and Job  

The Five Scrolls: Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther 

The Historical Books: Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles  

In Most Protestant Bibles: 

Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Joshua 

Judges 

Ruth 

1Samuel 

2Samuel 

1Kings 

2Kings 

1Chronicles 
 

 

The Prophets lived in a time when they knew something was not right with their society. They 

knew that God had a special plan for their nation. In the beginning Almighty God called 

Abraham, and told him that he would become a great people, and that they would be an example 

to all the nations of the earth. Also out of him would come out a savior of the world, and through 

him all the nations of the world would be saved and blessed.  

 

The Bible is divided by the “former” and the “latter” prophets. The books of the former prophets 

are of Joshua, Judges, First and Second Samuel, and First and Second Kings. Christians usually 

think of these as the historical books, because they tell the story of ancient Israel from the time 

they came out of the wilderness to about 850 years later when the historical record ends. But the 

Hebrew canon of Scripture includes these books in the prophets. They are often called the 

“former prophets.” 

 

Why should these books be called the “former prophets”? The latter prophets, like Isaiah and 

Jeremiah, whose messages are recorded in the Bible, did not come on the scene until the history 

2 Chronicles 

Ezra 

Nehemiah 

Esther 

Job 

Psalms 

Proverbs 

Ecclesiastes 

Song of Solomon 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Lamentations 

Ezekiel 

Daniel 

Hosea 

Joel 

Amos 

Obadiah 

Jonah 

Micah 

Nahum 

Habakkuk 

Zephaniah 

Haggai 

Zechariah 

Malachi 
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of ancient Israel was nearly over. Yet, from the beginning, long before they wrote, God’s hand 

determined the fortunes of this people. They knew if their national affairs weren’t going right, 

that they were not living up to the standard God expected. They also knew what they must do to 

make things right. If they refused to do right, they could expect God to continue to punish them. 

In that sense, the course of their history was prophesied-long before the “latter prophets” began 

their work. It is important to understand this point if you are to see what prophecy has to do with 

today.  

 

History of Israel 

 

From the time of Abraham right down to the time of Israel and Judah’s captivity, we read of the 

ups and downs of these people. In the time of the Exodus, the coming into the promise land, the 

judges period, and then the time of the kings of Israel, the nation experienced its high’s when 

they were faithful to God an kept his law. But also, we read of mostly its horrific time, when they 

were sinning in God’s sight, till eventually God led them into captivity. God was patient and 

merciful, but he could not forget the terms of the covenant. Israel was an example-for better or 

worse-for all people. They must “reap what they sow.”  

 

So begins a very significant chapter in the story of these ancient peoples. But first, God sends 

Israel throughout this long history, warnings through the prophets (former and the latter). The 

prophet Amos said, “Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His 

servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7). 

 

Enter the Prophets 

 

There were many prophets. Some have only a brief mention. Others, like Elijah, we know of by 

their deeds, although they themselves left no written record.  

 

Then there are those we call the written prophets-men like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the 12 

“minor” (but by no means insignificant) prophets-whose words are recorded in the Bible. 

 

 

 The Israelite captivity. This is the 

time when the Major Prophets 

began their ministry. 
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These prophets spoke out, first to the House of Israel, then to Judah. They were not appreciated. 

They were treated like . . . well, like we would probably treat them today, They were rejected, 

resisted, ridiculed, thrown in jail and sometimes put to death. 

 

Their writings are a record of a hard and thankless task; few took them seriously, usually, not the 

king, nor the priests, nor the people. They were superb patriots but they were regarded as 

troublemakers and traitors. 

 

 
Israel’s last king Jehu vanquished 

 
The house of Israel went first. After a series of calamities, hardships, God sent the Assyrian 

empire in many waves of invasions, a span of 65 years according to Isaiah’s prophecy from 734 

B.C. to 669 B.C. Israel would be taken away (Hosea 1:6; Isaiah 7:8). 

 

The Israelites lost everything-their homes, their liberty, their land and eventually even their 

identity. The Bible record seems to close around them with these sad words: “For so it was, that 

the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, which had brought them up out of 

the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh King of Egypt, and had feared other gods,  

“Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the 

seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, 

according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my 

servants the prophets.  

“Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, 

that did not believe in the LORD their God. 

“Until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. 

So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.” (2 Kings 17:7, 13-14, 

23). 

 

The kingdom of Judah limped on for about another 120 years. God sent more prophets but their 

pleading fell on deaf ears. There was a brief revival under King Josiah, but after his death the 

people of Judah continued their moral slide. Inevitably, they, too, paid the penalty. This time it 

was at the hand of the Babylonian Empire (II Kings 25:7-11) which had replaced the Assyrians 

as the major power in the Middle East. Jerusalem was besieged, the last king was taken captive, 

 The prophets would preach that all the 

calamities that are happening to them are 

a result of the abandonment of God. They 

would preach that Covenant has been 

broken with God, and would quote the 

curses of the covenant in Leviticus and 

Deuteronomy, explaining why these 

things are coming upon them. The House 

of Israel never repented. The house of 

Judah did from time to time; some 

revivals did take place, but not Israel. 
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and the temple was destroyed. Like the house of Israel before them, the people of Judah were led 

off to captivity. 

 

It seemed like the story of the chosen people was over. The lesson of the six books of the 

“former prophets” is clear. A chosen people who persistently fail to keep their part of an 

agreement with God must reap the consequences. 

 

But it wasn’t the end. Although Israel and Judah were in captivity, the prophecies continued to 

come! 

 

Prophecies still need to be fulfilled! 

Although many of the prophecies were filled with doom and gloom, here was also a message of 

hope for the future. 

 

There were prophecies of the coming Messiah that would come and save the people, not just 

from oppression of heathen nations but also from their sins. The Old Testament is replete with 

prophecies about the first, and the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

Jerusalem would become the world capital, and all nations would go there for direction and 

leadership. The prophecies looked forward to a time when there would be no more war or 

suffering. Israel's enemies would be allied with her. Even wild beasts would lose their animosity 

toward men, and all men everywhere would worship the one true God. There is a lot of 

unfinished business! 

 

For instance, Ezekiel continued prophesying to the House of. Israel after they had been taken 

captive by the Assyrians (Ezekiel 2:3). Jeremiah showed that Judah and Israel would be restored 

(Jeremiah 30). Almost in the same breath, he announced that they would suffer the worst time of 

trouble any nation has ever had, but they would be saved, and the long dead King David would 

be restored to them. Obviously, not all these prophecies were fulfilled by the experiences 

recorded in the Old Testament. Often the prophets referred to events of the future-including a 

time some of them called “the latter days.” 

 

The promises God made to Abraham, of the many nations, and kings that would come out of 

him, and his seed, Isaac, and Jacob. The Promises Jacob made of the “last days” (Gen 49:1), of 

his children receiving the birthright, did not occur in the days of Solomon, and David, but were 

for the end time. Many of these events were prophesied by the former and the latter prophets as 

well.  

 

The Duality of Prophecy 

 

Many times when the prophecies were written down, even the prophets themselves did not 

understand what they meant. Daniel said to God, “And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, 

O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?  

“And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the 

end.” (Daniel 12:8-9). God limited his understanding of the prophecies, and was to only be 

understood in the time of the end, the time in which we live right now today!  
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Daniel’s Dream 

 

But, when? How? What was needed was a framework into which many components of prophecy 

could be fitted together. As Isaiah said “here a little there a little” (28:10).  

 

In comes Daniel the Prophet 

 

Daniel was a young Jewish slave of the Babylonian Captivity. Daniel knew what the prophets 

wrote especially in the book of Jeremiah. He knew about the 70 years captivity, but he also 

wanted to know about the Messiah and when he would come to free his people and the world 

from this sin sick world.  

 

 

Babylonian Gate 

God had 

promised 

many things, 

but much 

remained to 

be fulfilled 

The prophecies of the Bible, before they become fulfilled, 

God always gives a warning to his people before they come to 

pass, “Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth 

his secret unto his servants the prophets.” (Amos 3:7). 

 

God was telling them there would be a yet future Israel and a 

Judah, and a prophetic message would again need to be sent 

to them. There is an important principle of prophecy known 

as duality. An event (“type”) would be the forerunner of a 

similar event (“antitype”) that would occur in the future. In 

other words, prophecy, like history, sometimes repeats itself. 

You will find this often as you study prophecy. Something 

that occurred in the distant past will be seen as a prototype of 

a later fulfillment. The duality of the prophetic messages is an 

important key in understanding God's hand in history-and, 

what is for us even more important-the present. “Let them 

bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them 

shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider 

them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things 

for to come” (Isaiah 41:22). 
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God began to reveal to Daniel 4 great empires that were to come and go throughout the centuries 

that would subjugate Judah, and also usher in the coming of the Messiah and the setting up of the 

Kingdom of God.  

 

Daniel lived to see the Babylonian Empire fall-in the autumn of 539 B.C.-at the hands of the 

Medes and Persians. He found favor with the new rulers, and continued to hold positions of 

influence. But the coming of the Messiah and the restoration of his people continued to 

preoccupy him, and he never ceased to ask God for understanding.  

 

Eventually God gave Daniel the longest prophecy in the Bible. In chapters 11 and 12, God gives 

many details of the empires that were to come, and how it would all culminate into the coming of 

the Messiah. God told Daniel that these things were sealed “till the time of the end.” (12:19). 

 

Daniel never did get his big question answered but his prophecies added important perspective to 

our understanding. We see from Daniel’s writings that prophetic events are not to be thought of 

only in the context of ancient times. Nor would they only affect the people of ancient Israel and 

Judah. They were the “type.” In the latter days, their descendants would be the “anti-type.” 

 

Mystery of the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From 734 B.C. to 

669 B.C. there have 

been 5 successive 

waves of invasions 

that took the northern 

Kingdom of Israel 

into captivity into the 

land of Assyria. The 

Israelites resettled, 

“…in Halah and in 

Habor by the river of 

Gozan, and in the 

cities of the Medes.” 

(2 Kings 17:6). 

Samaria was resettled 

by gentiles known as 

Samaritans. What 

happened to the lost 

ten tribes? 

 

After the Assyrian 

empire collapsed 

history reveals that 

these tribes migrated 

out of the area North 

 

 God still did not 

give the Birthright 

he promised to the 

tribes in Genesis 48 

and 49. 

 

There have been 

many attempts. 

Some have tried to 

trace them to the 

Pathan tribes of 

Afghanistan, to 

Central America, 

even the borders of 

China. But none 

have the Birthright 

blessings. The Bible 

itself gives us the 

clues to finding 

them. Read our 

booklet the USA and 

the British in 

Prophecy for an 

amazing fulfillment 

of prophecy.  

and West into Europe. Eventually they 

forgot their language and even their name. 

This may sound unlikely but it need not 

take long for an exiled or immigrant 

people to forget the past as history shows. 

 

God through Amos, “For, lo, I will 

command, and I will sift the house of 

Israel among all nations, like as corn is 

sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least 

grain fall upon the earth.” (9:9). God 

would not lose any of them because Israel 

still has a great role to play in the end 

time. 
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The Latter Days 

 

Cyrus eventually allowed the Jews to go back to their homeland as prophesied by Jeremiah and 

by Isaiah. “That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even 

saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” (Isaiah 

44:28). God promised that the Jews would come back to their homeland and rebuild the temple. 

Ezra was responsible for that task. Nehemiah became the overseer of rebuilding Jerusalem. The 

House of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi returned and built the nation that Jesus was born into, called 

Judea and Galilee. Judah, to the south, and Benjamin to the north. The Levites became the priests 

in Jerusalem. But many of Judah, in fact the vast majority of them did not return to Palestine. 

Many stayed behind and settled in Babylon. These were to migrate and became the Ashkenazi 

Jews of Europe.  

 

The Lost Ten Tribes never returned as well, but migrated into Europe and the British Isles. God 

moved them to their new homelands as he promised he would, “Moreover I will appoint a place 

for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own…” (2 

Samuel 7:10).  God was not done with these people. Judah and Israel had vital roles to play in 

shaping our modern world today. The focus of the end time is around Judah, Jerusalem and 

Israel. The Great Tribulation is coming upon them (Jer. 30:5, 7). The event leads to the second 

coming of Jesus, and the return of the 12 tribes of Israel to the promise land.  

 

Prophecies Unfinished Business with Israel and Judah 

 
Amos 9:14-And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 

cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make 

gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 

 

Zechariah 8:3-5-Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy 

mountain.  

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, 

and every man with his staff in his hand for very age.  

And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.  

 

Zechariah 8:22-Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in 

Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 

  

Jeremiah 31:33-But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 

saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. 

 

Ezekiel 36:26-27-A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take 

away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  

And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 

judgments, and do them.  

 

Isaiah 2:4-And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their 
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swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more.  

 

Isaiah 11:6-9-The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 

the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox.  

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 

cockatrice' den.  

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 

LORD, as the waters cover the sea.  

 

Isaiah 19:24-25-In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the 

midst of the land:  

Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my 

hands, and Israel mine inheritance. 

 

Isaiah 35:5-7-Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall 

waters break out, and streams in the desert.  

And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of 

dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.  

 

Micah 4:1-2-But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall 

be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow 

unto it.  

And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the 

house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law 

shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

 

Joel 2:27-And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none 

else: and my people shall never be ashamed.  

 

Zephaniah 3:20-At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make 

you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, 

saith the LORD.  

 

Hosea 1:10-11-Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 

measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are 

not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.  

Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint themselves 

one head, and they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 
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Jesus and Prophecy 
 

Did you know that the life of Jesus Christ was prophesied centuries ago by the prophets of the 

Old Testament? If Jesus did not fulfill those prophecies about him in the Old Testament, we 

could dismiss the prophets as frauds. But frauds they were not. The prophets were so sure of 

their prophecies and the messages they received from God, they were willing to die for their 

messages. 

 

In the days of Jesus however, many people knew the prophecies of the Messiah; where he was to 

be born. That he was to be a son of David. Daniel even gives the time when the Messiah was to 

be anointed and begin his 7 year ministry.  

 

Daniel’s 70 weeks prophecy gives us a time frame into which Messiah would appear. Daniel 

writes, “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the 

week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease…” (Dan 9:27). The last week of the 

70
th

 week Messiah was “cut off” (v.26). The beginning of the 70 weeks began with rebuilding of 

the temple in 457 B.C. “the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 

unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks:” (V.25). This 

is sixty nine weeks, which make four hundred and eighty three years. This brings us to the time 

of the Baptism of Jesus Christ in 27 A.D. In that time Jesus “confirm the promises made unto the 

fathers:” (Rom 15:8) or “confirm the covenant with many for one week.” This is the last, or 70 

week, which was for seven years. “In the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 

oblation to cease.” The sacrifice of Jesus was the only sacrifice that could take the sins of the 

world away, and there was no need for the sacrificing of bulls and lamb anymore. The sacrificial 

Law was still in place but it was Jesus’ sacrifice that replaced the others. The next three and one 

half years he continued to confirm the promises to Jews through the New Testament churches 

ministry. Stephen’s great testimony testifies to the confirmation of the promises. And it was at 

this time in 34 A.D. that the 70 weeks come to an end with the stoning of Stephen. (Acts 7).  

 

“Jesus will save us” 

 

What kind of Messiah was this? The Romans began to take notice to Jesus’ growing popularity. 

The crowds began to get bigger and bigger, and then many believed that Jesus was going to over 

throw the government, and have the Messiah reign over Israel. The Jews knew the prophecies 

that said, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6). They were expecting a king. They wanted 

to march on Jerusalem after the feeding of the 5000, “When Jesus therefore perceived that they 

would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain 

himself alone.” (John 6:15).  The disciples as well were would be revolutionaries who expected a 

king. After the resurrection they asked Jesus, “…saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 

the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). They were expecting it before, and now that he had all power, 

they were expecting it then and there. Jesus first coming was to be the sacrifice for the sins of the 

world as we read of in Isaiah 53, not the conquering King.  
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Rode into Jerusalem on a Donkey 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 

of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is 

just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 

ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass (Zech 9:9) 

 

Rejected by his own people 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, 

and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 

faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed 

him not. (Isaiah 53:3) 

 

Crucified with Robbers 

Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, 

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because 

he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was 

numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin 

of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors.(Isaiah 53:12)  

 

Resurrected 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt 

thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. (Psalm 

16:10)  

 

Ascend to Heaven 

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity 

captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the 

rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell 

among them. (Psalm 68:18) 

  

dramatic spectacular moment in history, and the turning point of all mankind’s fortunes. You 

would expect God to have revealed that through his servants the prophets, and of course he has. 

 

The Kingdom of God 

 

The events leading up to the time of the second coming of Christ is the central theme of 

prophecy. The prophets in the Old Testament predicted this event. During the time of Jesus, he 

spoke of the “Gospel.” The word “Gospel” means “Good news.” It was an announcement about, 

“…the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” (Mark 1:15).  That is what 

the good news, the coming Kingdom of God! 

 

This Kingdom will be set up on this earth, and Jesus Christ will be the king. “And the LORD 

shall be king over all the earth” (Zechariah 14:9). The Laws of God will be administered 

globally, “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:7). And all 

nations will come and learn of God’s laws, “And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let 

 Many people today also have some false 

expectations of Jesus Christ. They don’t, 

of course, look to him to lead a popular 

revolution. 

 

But apart from that they are rather like 

the people of the first century B.C. They 

believe Jesus is trying to save the world, 

and they want to help him. They, ever so 

sincerely, believe that a Christian is 

involved in a desperate race against time 

to save as many as possible before it is 

too late. 

 

Tragically such people are in for some 

shattering disappointments in the years 

ahead. 

 

Jesus is not trying to save the world-at 

least, not yet. What he was telling the 

disciples, and what he wants you to 

understand, is that this is what he will do 

after his second coming. That’s when the 

action really begins. That’s when he will 

set his hand to begin saving mankind, 

after he has established the kingdom of 

God. When he does, it will be the most   
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us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of 

his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 

LORD from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3).  

 

When would that time come? Jesus warned that, for those who were not awake and aware, it 

would come like a snare-unexpectedly (Luke 21:35). Many sincere people would be caught 

unawares, but it didn’t have to be that way. His true followers would know when the time was 

close, the season (not the exact day no one knows that Matthew 24:36) and they would be ready 

(Matthew 24:36-44). But how could they know? 

 

The prophetic record was nearly complete, but something more was needed. The prophecy still 

needed a keystone something that would lock them all in place, and give a sense of timing and 

perspective. 

 

Some years after Jesus Christ had returned to heaven, he revealed the final, vital pieces of 

information. They are recorded in the last book of the book of Revelation. (Read our booklet 

inside the Book of Revelation).  

 

A Voice across Time 

 

The book of Revelation was a series of visions revealed to John so he can show the church of 

God things that will shortly come to pass. (Rev 1:1).  

 

The Book of Daniel, and the book of Revelation are woven together, and one helps the other to 

interpret the symbols.  

 

 
 

The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation have proven to be a remarkably accurate forecast of the 

mainstream of Western civilization during the last 2,500 years. 

 

These prophecies show that there will be one final resurrection of the Roman system. It will be 

the most formidable economic, military, political and religious power the world has ever seen. It 

will rise up dramatically and unexpectedly. All nations will be influenced by its power. It will 

suppress everything and anyone who stands in its way. This ruthless system, which the Bible 

calls “the beast,” is to be based in the territory of the old Roman Empire. 

 

 Daniels 4 beasts speak of the Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, and 

Roman Empires that were to come, all were represented in 

prophecy as “beasts.” John writes that all of these beasts are 

culminated into one beast. Without Daniel we could not understand 

John’s vision of the great beast in Chapter 13. 

 

The History of these beasts reveals that these systems of 

governments were to exist right down to our day today. It’s this 

government backed by the devil that is to fight Christ at his coming. 
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Modern Warfare 

 

In a dramatic vision, John saw this future war. It was unlike anything he had ever seen-waged 

with weapons very different from the swords, spears and battering rams of his time. Today we 

might recognize these strange weapons as attack helicopters, cruise missiles, bombers and tanks. 

John described them the best he could in the language of the first century. (Revelation 9:3, 7-10). 

 

Other prophets as well, seeing visions of our day describing things like caterpillars, locusts, 

things leaping over mountains, and birds, perfectly describe the technology we have today in our 

time.  

 

So what’s next? 
 

Prophecy is not given just to provide us with intellectual stimulation-a sort of inspired crossword 

puzzle. It is a message from God. 
 

The more you learn, the more you begin to gain a new perspective about the past, the present, 

and the future. You understand that the great events are being guided along a predetermined path 

by a God who is concerned about the destiny of all nations and individuals. What may once have 

seemed like isolated episodes of history are now understood to be stages of the plan. God really 

has known “the end from the beginning, and declared from ancient times things that are not yet 

done,” as Isaiah said (Isaiah 46:10). 

 

 
Peter Preaching on the Day of Pentecost 

 

the word of God and changed their ways; But what about us? 

 

Do we believe today that God does not look upon our societies today and not give them a 

warning? On the contrary, God doesn’t change. He told Jeremiah, “At what instant I shall speak 

concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 

destroy it;  

“If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the 

evil that I thought to do unto them….Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to 

 We have reached a critical time in our 

earth’s history. We are living in the last 

days when Bible prophecy is going to 

be fulfilled. 

God sent his prophets to ancient nations 

to draw attention to their sins. God saw 

the injustice, lying, cheating, brutality, 

greed, licentiousness and religious 

hypocrisy of those ancient societies. He 

warned them that he was about to do 

something about it, unless they heeded  
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the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil against you, and 

devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and 

your doings good.” (Jeremiah 18:7-8, 11).  Unfortunately most nations do not heed this warning.  

 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter preached the first sermon of the New Testament church showing 

them prophecies fulfilled by Jesus. The Men said, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 

2:37). Peter said, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). You and I must 

repent and “Save yourselves from this untoward generation.” (v.40). Stop doing the things you 

are doing and start doing what is right. That is what repentance is! That is how you show God 

that you have learned the lesson of prophecy. Or of course, you can close the book now and do 

nothing it’s up to you! 

 

One Last lesson 

 

Like all the publications of the British-Israel Church of God, these booklets will be sent to you 

free of charge, and we will never pressure you to do anything, or join anything. That is a 

personal matter between you and God. We have appreciated this opportunity to share what we 

know. We hope this booklet has helped you see that an understanding of Bible prophecy will 

become more and more significant as the events of the next few years unfold. As the prophecies 

are fulfilled, you will be faced with some important decisions. May God help you to make the 

right one. 


