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History in Advance 

 
The book of Revelation is a book of world events that will come, and close out the end of the 

age, the age of Man. Bible prophecy is basically history written in advance! Almighty God 

dwells in Eternity, and knows the beginning and the ending. He has revealed to us what will 

come to pass in the very near future. Jesus said, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 

gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass” (Rev 1:1). 

Notice it’s the Revelation of Jesus Christ, not of John, which some have assumed. The events in 

the book were to show us, God servants, what will come to pass so we can warn the nations as a 

testimony against them. 

 

The Structure of the Book 

 

Overall, the book is written in chronological order. Jesus said, “Write the things which thou hast 

seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;” (v.19). The Chronology 

is the things which “are” and the things “hereafter,” the present and the future. However it does 

flash back and forth from time to time because John wrote, “of all things that he saw.” So it is 

not in exact chronological order, but the order in which he “saw” the visions. 

 

Author of the Book 

 

The book itself the author basically calls himself, “his servant John.”(v.1). “It is generally 

accepted by most bible scholars that the Apostle John is the earthly author of this book. The 

writings of such early church fathers as Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Eusebius, Jerome, 

Irenaeus and Origen is further proof that the Apostle John was its author” (The Book of 

Revelation, Charles A. Jennings, p.4). In fact, “…[the book of] Revelation was one of the first 

books to be recognized in existing writings of the Apostolic Fathers…Evidence for the 

immediate reception of Revelation in the first century is understandable, because of the ‘seven 

churches’ (Rev 2-3)…There is external evidence for its recognition from the time of the 

Shepherd of Hermas, continuing on into the second century…the authentic apostolic authority of 

Revelation was vindicated” (A General Introduction to the Bible Geisler and Nix, pp.300-301).  

 

Date of the Book of Revelation 

 

There has been much dispute over the date of the book. Many believe it was written during the 

time of Domitian’s reign (81-96 A.D). This date is determined by a misunderstood quote by 

Irenaeus (130-202 A.D.).  He says, “We will not, however, incur the risk of pronouncing 

positively as to the name of Antichrist; for if it were necessary that his name should be distinctly 

revealed in this present time, it would have been announced by him who beheld the apocalyptic 

vision. For that was seen not very long time since, but almost in our day, towards the end of 

Domitian’s reign.” (Against Heresies, book 5, chap. 30 v.3). What was “seen” is the book of 

Revelation, not the actual writing of it, but the reading of the book! 

  

Earlier in this same chapter he writes, “Such, then, being the state of the case, and this number 

being found in all the most approved and ancient copies [of the Apocalypse], and those men who 

saw John face to face bearing their testimony [to it]; while reason also leads us to conclude that 
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the number of the name of the beast, [if reckoned] according to the Greek mode of calculation by 

the [value of] the letters contained in it, will amount to six hundred and sixty and six;” (v.1). 

Domitian's reign was almost in his own day, and yet he speaks of the Revelation being written in 

ancient copies. Putting the two statements together we can clearly see that he meant that the book 

of Revelation was seen in Domitian’s reign, and that there were copies of that book that were 

very old.  

 

There were two major persecutions that took place in the first century. One by Domitian, and the 

other by Nero. The other Emperors were either indifferent to Christianity, or did not consider it a 

serious threat to Rome.  

 

Eusebius says that Domitian was the “successor of Nero” in his persecutions against Christians, 

(Eusebius, History of the Church, book 3, v.17). These persecutions took place in 64 A.D. and 

Jesus warned the church at that time, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also 

will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 

dwell upon the earth” (Rev 3:10). “The phrase used here – ‘all the world’ - may either denote the 

whole world; or the whole Roman empire; or a large district of country; or the land of Judaea” 

(Barnes Notes). The whole world meant the whole region of the Roman Empire. This cannot 

mean Domitian because his persecution of Christians was not as extant and Nero’s.  Both the 

Roman historian Tacitus (Annals XV.44) and the writings of Pope St. Clement of Rome (1 

Clement 6), who lived during the reign of Domitian, speak of the deaths of "immense 

multitudes" of Christians during the reign of Nero, but they do not mention any accounts of 

severe persecutions during the reign of the Emperor Domitian. Eusebius quotes the testimony of 

the Roman lawyer and Catholic priest Tertullian that there was some persecution of Christians 

during Domitian's reign but that it was not like the persecution during Nero's time: Tertullian 

also has mentioned Domitian in the following words: “Domitian also, who possessed a share of 

Nero's cruelty, attempted once to do the same thing that the latter did.  But because he had, I 

suppose, some intelligence, he very soon ceased, and even recalled those whom he had 

banished” (Eusebius, Church History III.XX.9).This must mean that the Book of Revelation 

must have been written before 64 A.D.  The church of God was going through struggles and 

tribulations but the emperors did consider it a threat till Nero, then it became state sanctioned 

persecutions against Christians. Jesus warned his church through John that it would come. 

 

Some point to Eusebius to prove John was put in Patmos under Domitian’s reign from this 

quoting from Tertullian, “But after Domitian had reigned fifteen years, and Nerva had succeeded 

to the empire, the Roman Senate, according to the writers that record the history of those days, 

voted that Domitian's horrors should be cancelled, and that those who had been unjustly banished 

should return to their homes and have their property restored to them. It was at this time that the 

apostle John returned from his banishment in the island and took up his abode at Ephesus, 

according to an ancient Christian tradition” (book 3 v.20). But this is exactly what this is 

“tradition.” What does the Bible tell us?  

 

“I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 

patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the 

testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Rev 1:9). Does the scripture say that John was banished to the Isle of 

Patmos? No! The church of God was warned that through many tribulations, we must enter into 
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the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). Jesus said in the world you shall have tribulation (John16:33). 

Paul wrote, “we glory in tribulations” (Rom 5:3). The church goes through many trials; to say 

that this trial that John was going through was Domitian banishing him cannot really be proved 

in this passage. Now the latter end of this verse tells us why he is on Patmos, “was in the isle that 

is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” He was in Patmos 

preaching the word of God. He was sent by Jesus to preach the Gospel, this is what he was doing 

in Patmos. It is here that he received his visions and prophecies. And one of those prophecies 

was the great persecution that was going to come on the church by Nero. 

 

Nero at that time (AD 54-68) in his cult of emperor worship takes off, with inscriptions at 

Ephesus calling him, “Almighty God” and “Savior,” while in the temple of Mars in Rome, the 

statue of Nero was bigger than that of Mars himself. Any one opposed to that would have been 

persecuted and killed. It was during this time that Peter and Paul were killed for their faith. 

 

One last proof for an early date for Revelation is the 7 churches. The Apostle Paul established 

nine churches is Asia.  Colossae and Hierapolis are missing. This is due to the fact that Colossae, 

Laodicea, and Hierapolis were destroyed in an earthquake in 61 A.D. Tacitus records the quake 

in the 7th year of Nero (Nero was Emperor of Rome from AD 54-68, putting the earthquake 

around AD 61—Annals 14.27. Tacitus recorded that Laodicea was also destroyed in the quake, 

but was rebuilt soon after apparently without Roman assistance. The other two churches are not 

mentioned in the letters. Now during that time of the seven churches, another point that shows an 

early date of composition are two statements made by John in which he indicated that to be 

reckoned as Jewish was, in that time, an honorable and desirable thing. The two references 

concern the wish of some Christians to be Jewish, though in actual fact they were not Jews 

(Revelation 2:9; 3:9). These two statements indicate an early writing of Revelation because after 

the Jewish/Roman War of 66 to 73 C.E., there was hardly a Christian (especially any Gentile 

Christian) who wanted to be identified with the Jewish people. During and after the war, the 

Jewish people were held in disdain throughout the Roman Empire because of the war and (what 

Gentiles considered) their antisocial behavior. But before 66 C.E. it was quite popular among 

Christians in wanting to be “Jewish.” This book therefore was written between 61- 63 A.D. 

 

A Book of Symbols 

 

One key to understanding the book of Revelation, is, that it is a book of Symbols. Most times the 

book itself explains the symbols, if not, we must compare scripture with scripture. The Bible is 

its own commentary, and explains itself to us, not man putting his interpretations into the Bible. 

 

A book of Contrasts 

 

It is evident in the book itself that there are two opposites in the book of Revelation. There are 

God’s people, and the Beast’s people. There are the two women, one the Virgin, the other a 

harlot. Two cities, the heavenly Jerusalem, and the other, Babylon the Great. There is the Beast’s 

mark, and God’s mark. There are the two witnesses, and the Beast and the False Prophet. Satan 

and Jesus. There is Christ’s reign, and the reign of Satan the Devil. The contrasts in this book are 

easily seen as one goes through the story flow of the book itself. 
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Chapter Two & Three 

 

Revelation 2 & 3 has been played with for centuries. Many churches have tried to insert their 

church into these seven churches and try to identify themselves of course with the Philadelphian 

church. But are the seven churches futuristic? Jesus told John, “Write the things which thou hast 

seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;” (Rev 1:19). John saw 

the things that “are” and the things “which shall be hereafter.” The seven churches was the 

present spiritual situation in the first century. Each church had its own certain characteristic that 

Jesus wanted them to address.  These are chosen because they represent the spiritual condition of 

the ENTIRE CHURCH OF GOD! Jesus said to each church when he finished his message, "He that 

hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the CHURCHES;" (Rev 2:11). This was a 

massage to the WHOLE CHURCH OF GOD! The spiritual condition of all the churches of God was 

found in these seven. So Jesus used them as an example to the whole church. “The 

number seven is fixed on as representing totality. These seven represent the universal Church of 

all times and places. See Trench’s [Commentary on the Epistles to the Seven Churches in Asia]” 

 

Church eras?-If we try and read into this church eras, then we come across a problem of 

Predestination. 

 

The church eras are as follows according to WWCOG: 

 

1. The Ephesus Church Era was predominant from 31 A.D. to circa 135 A.D. The Church of 

James, Peter, Paul, and John, etc. 

2. The Smyrna Church Era was predominant circa 135 A.D. to circa 450 A.D. The Church led 

by Polycarp, Melito, Polycrates, etc. 

3. The Pergamos Church Era was predominant circa 450 A.D. to circa 1050 A.D. An 

especially persecuted Church. 

4. The Thyatira Church Era was predominant circa 1050 A.D. to circa 1600 A.D. The Church 

during the Inquisition. 

5. The Sardis Church Era was predominant circa 1600 A.D. to circa 1933 A.D. Discusses early 

history of the Seventh Day Baptists, Seventh-day Adventists, and COG-7th Day. 

6. The Philadelphia Church Era was predominant circa 1933 A.D. to 1986 A.D. The old Radio 

Church of God and old Worldwide Church of God, now only a small remnant remains 

7. The Laodicean Church Era has been predominant circa 1986 A.D. to present. These are non-

Philadelphians who mainly descended from the old WCG. 

 

Now, if you had the misfortune to be born, grow up and come into the truth of God, 

becoming converted and a member of God's church at some given “era”; if that “era” fulfilled a 

part of the prophecies of Revelation 2 and 3, and the church leaders of that “era” caused it to 

have the peculiar character or nature as revealed in Revelation 2 and 3, what chance did you 

have? Did FATE determine what would happen to you? 

 

Ponder that question of “predestination.” 

 

If you were converted and became of member of God's church and you do everything according 

to the Bible with all you heart mind and soul, but, because you were born in a certain era of the 
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church, are still called spiritually “dead” because you are in the era of Sardis. Or Christ still calls 

you, “lukewarm” because you are in the Laodicean era. Or what if you don't obey God's word, 

and fall away from the truth, are you still faithful and “not denied his name” because you are in 

the era of Philadelphia? Confusing isn't it? Well man's doctrines put into the Bible makes it all 

confusing. This is one of the many problems of church eras, the problem of predestination. It's 

just not there. The word or concept of “eras” is just not in the Bible! 

 

More Problems 

 

There are several other problems one must face when dealing with church eras; Chronology of 

church eras for example. How do we know when one era ends and the other begins? 

 

Another example is the books of the New Testament. The New Testament was written, according 

to “church era” believers, during the “Ephesian era.” The problem in the Ephesian era was that 

they “left their first love.” Rev 2:4. Do you find anywhere in the New Testament, any of the 

Apostles writing about the church leaving their “first love”? If that was the main problem in this 

era why isn't there a whole chapter or book in the New Testament that is dedicated to this 

problem? Does this mean that the Apostles had that problem as well? Those that ate, slept, and 

communed with Christ, willing to be put to death, left their first love?  

 

Another error is that at least some church eras exist side by side and continue to the Second 

Coming. Notice Jesus told Thyatira, “But that which ye have already hold fast till I come” (Rev 

2:25). If this was an era of the church, why speak of his second coming? Again, with Pergamos, 

he says, “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the 

sword of my mouth” (v.16). If it was just about death, or persecution the language would have 

been different. But he is speaking of an event of his second coming, (Rev 19). If it was an era 

that was to last to a certain time, and another was to come after that, why mention his second 

coming when he smites the nations? Are these two churches to continue till the second coming? 

This is what it is indicating in these passages!   

 

To the Ephesian church, Jesus told them, “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 

repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 

candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” (v.5). If one era begins, and the other ends, and 

the church dies off, then should not all the candlesticks accept one, Philadelphia be removed? 

Yet God speaks of only one, Ephesus. What of the others? 

 

There are too many problems trying to fit a chronology of church eras into these seven churches. 

The only thing prophetic about chapters 2 and 3 is what Jesus said, “He that hath an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” We must take these messages of Jesus and apply 

them to our churches today, and hold fast till he comes. To stay faithful or the candlestick will be 

removed from the church of God today, and Jesus will not dwell in the church, and so on...This 

is the prophetic message of Revelation 2 and 3! It is for the whole church of God, and not certain 

eras of the church of God. 
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In the first century the seven churches existed contemporaneous along a Roman mail route 

  

 

All the characteristics of the seven churches could be seen as existing within the time frame of 

Revelation's main emphasis-the approaching day of the Lord. In the “last days” we would find 

among God's people those who: 

 

1. Lose their first love and zeal for God's way (Rev. 2:4). 

 

2. Suffer poverty and persecution (Rev. 2:9), but are strong in faith, not denying God (Rev. 

2:13). 

3. Are morally weak and compromise spiritual truth (Rev. 2:14, 20). 

 

4. Have greatly improved in the depths of their spiritual works (Rev.2:18). 

 

5. Are nominally members but are spiritually dead (Rev. 3:1). 

 

6. Are persevering in God's way (Rev. 3:10). 

 

7. Are spiritually proud and possess works with no spiritual value (Rev. 3:17). 
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Revelation 4&5: “I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.” 

 

Now we come to the things that John is shown in the future. But before that, John is given a 

vision of the throne room in Heaven. Here John is shown in vision, God, and his control over his 

entire creation (Psalm 47:8). 

 

The Rapture?-“ After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 

voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, 

and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter” (Rev 4:1). Many evangelical preachers say 

that this is the rapture of the church before the time called the “great tribulation.”  

 

First of all you do not see any of the saints of God going up to heaven in this scripture. Second, 

John has to go up to him into Heaven, where in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-16 Jesus comes down to us 

from Heaven to this atmosphere. In Revelation 4 we read of a, “voice which I heard was as it 

were of a trumpet talking.” His voice is like a trumpet. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 

15:50-52; Rev 11:15, a trumpet is blown. The voice is in Heaven not our heaven. 

 

In Rev 4:1 Jesus is not present, unlike 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 where he is present.  

 

So as you can see these two events are different. This entire event is the apostle John receiving a 

vision of the things that are happening in heaven of the opening of the seals, nothing here about a 

rapture. 

 

The Heavenly Tabernacle- In these two chapters we are shown “seven lamps,” a “throne,” 

“living creatures,” and “24 elders” before the throne of God. We must understand that this 

structure in Heaven where God dwells in the heavenly tabernacle. God revealed to Moses a 

tabernacle that the Israelites were to build for God “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I 

may dwell among them.” (Ex 25:8). The Apostle Paul wrote that this tabernacle was a copy of 

the one in Heaven, “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an 

high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;  

“A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man 

“For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that 

this man have somewhat also to offer.  

“For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts 

according to the law:  

“Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God 

when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according 

to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.” (Heb 8:1-5). In the middle of the book of Revelation 

it confirms this, “And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple 

the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an 

earthquake, and great hail.” (11:19). The books of Exodus and Leviticus especially, the Christian 

should study and understand that these deep spiritually truths better our understanding of the 

ministry of Christ when he was on earth, and also his heavenly ministry right now in Heaven as 

our high priest.  
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Also in the book of Revelation, many times the tabernacle of God is shown, and its function 

during the time of the end as well. For example, Jesus is portrayed in Revelation as “a Lamb 

standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 

spirits of God sent out into all the earth” (Rev 5:6). The ministry of the Holy Spirit is represented 

by “seven torches of fire” burning before the throne (Rev 4:5). Christ’s intercession is depicted 

by an angel mingling incense with the prayers of God’s people at the golden altar of incense 

(Rev 8:3-4). The temple of God in heaven is shown through the symbol of the “tabernacle of the 

Testimony” (Rev 15:5, NIV). All of these symbols are effectively used to portray a reality that 

transcend the symbols themselves, namely, the existence in heaven of a real temple, with a real 

Savior who is engaged in a real intercessory ministry. John sees a brilliant throne with 24 spirit 

beings, or “elders,” sitting around it. I Chronicles 24 describe the Aaronic priesthood's 24 

divisions, each serving the temple during a set time. The Heavenly Tabernacle is real and is 

functioning today, and Jesus’ ministry is working for you and for me as we go to the throne of 

Grace for the forgiveness of our sins, and Jesus as our intercessor. 

 

The Feast Days in Revelation-The typology of the ancient feasts of Israel is embedded in the 

book of Revelation. Carrington rightly points out that “The Revelation lives and moves in the 

color and order of the Temple liturgy glorified and transformed by the Christian gospel and by 

the superlative imagination of the author; it reflects the Christian worship of the ecclesia [church] 

of the time, and became the storehouse of liturgy and hymnology for the future. It is clear from 

both the Gospel and Revelation that the Feast of Tabernacles was a living tradition in Johannine 

circles; it provided a language which Christian prophecy and evangelism could use.” (Philip 

Carrington, the Primitive Christian Calendar (Cambridge, England 1952), pp. 43-44). 

 

The Feasts of God that he ordained in Leviticus the 23
rd

 chapter, or not just for our learning, and 

to understand the spiritual truths of God, and his plan for human kind. They are also prophetic in 

nature. The book of Revelation we find allusions to the festivals in order throughout the book. 

 

In the first three chapters of Revelation, Davidson and Paulien find indications of Passover 

themes in the strong concentration upon Christ’s death and resurrection (Rev 1:5, 17-18). Paulien 

notes also that “the searching scrutiny of the churches by ‘one like a son of man’ reminds one of 

the Jewish household’s search for leaven just before Passover (Ex 12:19; 13:7).” He also sees 

Revelation 3:20 where Christ offers to dine with the believer who opens the door of his heart, as 

a call for a Paschal “meal of mutual fellowship.” 
 

In the next sanctuary scene of Revelation 4-5, Davidson and Paulien see in the vision of the 

throne the inauguration ceremony of the Lamb in the heavenly temple, an event which “is 

fittingly associated with Pentecost.”  Both authors associate the scroll in the hand of the Lamb 

(Rev 5:7-8) with the giving of the law on Mount Sinai, an event the Jews celebrated at Pentecost. 

“As the New Moses, the Lamb receives, as it were, the new Torah from God in Rev. 5.” 

 

In the third major section of the seven trumpets (Rev 8-9,11), Davidson and Paulien see a 

reminder of “the seven monthly new moon festivals which form a transition between the spring 

and fall feasts and climax in the ‘Feast’ of Trumpets (Num 10:2, 10; 29:1).” They rightly view 

the seventh trumpet of Revelation as the antitypical fulfillment of the Feast of Trumpets which 

inaugurated the judgment process that culminated on the Day of Atonement. Paulien wrote: “The 

Feast of Trumpets itself, falling on the first day of the seventh month (corresponding to the 
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seventh trumpet) ushered in the time of judgment that led up to the Day of Atonement (cf. 11:18-

19).” 

 

This understanding of the seventh trumpet as being the antitypical fulfillment of the Feast of 

Trumpets that ushers in the time of judgment leading to the Day of Atonement, that is, the events 

leading to the return of Christ, is of crucial importance for church of God. 

 

The Day of Atonement themes are first introduced, according to Davidson, in Revelation 11:19, 

which “ushers us into the Most Holy Place for the commencement of the antitypical holiest day 

of the cultic year, the day of atonement (Yom Kippur).” The seven great controversy scenes that 

follow to chapter 20 represent the outcome of the investigative and executive phases of the Day 

of Atonement. 

 

Finally, according to Davidson and Paulien, the Feast of Tabernacles themes are found, in the 

final section of Revelation (chapters 21 and 22) which is couched with the imagery of 

tabernacles. God is “tabernacling” with His people (Rev 21:3). Water and light, which are the 

primary images of the feast, find their ultimate fulfillment in Revelation 22:1, 5, which speaks of 

“the river of the water of life” and of God who “will be their light.” (Quotes from 19. Richard M. 

Davidson, “Sanctuary Typology,” in Frank B. Holbrook, ed., Symposium on Revelation, Biblical 

Research Institute, (Silver Spring, MD, 1992), vol. 1, p. 121; Jon Paulien, “The Role of the 

Hebrew Cultus, Sanctuary, and the Temple in the Plot and Structure of the Book of Revelation,” 

Andrews University Seminary Studies, 33 (1995), p. 258.).  

 

Jesus opens the scroll 

 

 
 

The symbol of the Lamb is used to describe Jesus. He was called, “Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29). He was the, “lamb without blemish and 

 In the throne room in Heaven, John saw the Father, “And I 

saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book 

written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.  

“And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 

Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals 

thereof?” (Rev 5:2). An unexpected problem arose in the 

vision. No one it seems was able to open the book and read 

its contents. John began to weep. But an Elder cried, “Weep 

not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of 

David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the 

seven seals thereof.  

“And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the 

four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as 

it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which 

are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.” 

(vv.5-6). 
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without spot:” (1 Peter 1:19).  Jesus Christ is our Passover lamb slain for the sins of the world. 

He prevailed and overcame the world. This was worthy of praise and worship from all in 

Heaven, “And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down 

before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the 

prayers of saints.  

“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals 

thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 

tongue, and people, and nation;  

“And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.  

“And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and 

the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 

thousands;  

“Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 

wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” (vv.8-12).  

 

The preliminaries have now been covered. We know to whom the book of Revelation is written. 

The message is primarily directed to God's people who have “ears to hear.” God and Jesus Christ 

are the source for the information in John's visions.  

 

The Seals are opened! (Revelation 6) 

 

 
Famous Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are Revealed 

In this chapter strange imagery, and frightening scenes are shown to John. The seals are broken 

one by one, and future events are revealed through the symbolism of the four horsemen. Six seals 

are broken in this chapter. Descriptions of future events are revealed one by one. But can we 

interpret these symbols? Let’s first read the description of each symbol and get a clue: 
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First Horse & the First Seal- “And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, 

as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.  

“And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given 

unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.” (vv.1-2). each of the Four Horsemen of 

the Apocalypse is riding a different colored steed. They are a white horse, red horse, black horse 

and pale horse (Rev. 6:1-8). The horse colors take on specific symbolic meanings, such as red for 

blood or war. 

 

Many of noticed the similarities between the rider of the horse, here, and the rider on the horse in 

Revelation 19. Although there are some similarities, there are huge differences. Both are on a 

white horse. One has a crown, the other many crowns. One has a bow, the other a sword. But, the 

greatest difference is the intent of both riders. The horse in chapter six, for example, is bent on 

conquest. The intent of the rider in chapter 19 is to exact divine and just retribution for sin. “He 

who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war” 

(Rev. 19:11). This rider is called “the Word of God” and “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” 

(Rev. 19:13, 16). The rider on the white horse in Revelation 19 is unmistakably Jesus, the 

triumphant Messiah coming to rule the world. 

 

 
 

Who, then, is the rider of the white horse in Revelation 6? He is accompanied by three other 

horses. Their riders portray destruction and death. It would not make sense for this rider to 

represent the returning Christ who restores peace to earth. The white horse of Revelation 6 

represents those false Kings/Messiahs rulers and dictators who claim they can bring humanity 

what only the true Messiah-Jesus-is capable of delivering. These imposters seek to conquer and 

destroy those who disagree with them.  

 

Second Horse & the Second Seal-“And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second 

beast say, Come and see.  

“And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to 

take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him 

a great sword.” (vv.3-4).  

 

The First Horseman represents 

false Kings, rulers and Messiahs 

who promise peace on Earth, but 

are really ravenous wolves ready 

to conquer nations. 
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The second rider is clear. This is a symbol of war. The sword is always a symbol of war in the 

Bible. The other statements in these verses like man killing one another, and the horseman “takes 

peace from the earth” makes it plain, the second horseman is a symbol of War. 

 

The Third Horseman & the Third Seal-“And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the 

third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a 

pair of balances in his hand.  

“And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and 

three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.” (vv.5-6). 

The denarius was a Roman silver coin and was equal in value to the daily wage of a working 

man (Matthew 20:2). Anciently, oil and wine were not luxuries. They were basic commodities of 

life. Grain, new wine and oil was a standard threesome describing the staples of life 

(Deuteronomy 7:13; 11:14; Hosea 2:8, 22). 

 

 
 

We can see that this rider represents hunger and famine. He carries a scale to measure and 

carefully dole out food. This rider stands for a time when basic goods are sold at greatly inflated 

prices. There is a scarcity of things to eat. People are told to be careful not to harm precious 

foodstuffs. 

 

The Fourth Rider & the Fourth Seal-“And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the 

voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.  

“And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell 

followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with 

sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” (vv.6-7).  

 

The pale horse has a rider called “Death, and Hades followed with him” (Rev. 6:8). 

Commentator Robert H. Mounce called this pale horse “the color of a corpse.” The Greek word 

The Second Horseman represents 

War. He takes peace from the 

earth and has man kill one 

another. 

The Third Horse represents 

Famine and Hunger measuring 

basic staples for survival 
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for “pale,” chloros, elsewhere in Revelation describes the yellow-green of vegetation (Rev. 8:7; 

9:4). It is here used for the telltale and sickly look of death due to a virulent pestilence. 

 

 
 

The Four Horsemen bring immense suffering to the human race. John writes, “And power was 

given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the 

beasts of the earth” (Rev. 6:8). One quarter of this whole earth will be under their sway to wreak 

havoc, on the face of the earth. The interpretations are pretty clear who these four horsemen are, 

but are there other scriptures that confirm this? 

 

Jesus Olivet Prophecy 

 

Jesus on the Mount called “Olivet” spoke to his disciples about the end of days. The disciples 

asked him, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of 

the end of the world?” (Matthew 24:3). Then Jesus gives us a series of events that are going to 

take place that mirrors what we see in Revelation the 6
th

 chapter.  

 

“…Take heed that no man deceive you.  

“For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.  

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 

must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  

“For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 

and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.” (Matthew 24:4-7). The four horsemen of 

Revelation six, the conditions the riders are identified with, are the same described by Christ. 

 

Many will come in “my name” meaning in Jesus name saying they are the Christ, to bring the 

kingdom of God on earth, yet deceive many. 

 

“Wars and rumors of wars,” “kingdom against kingdom.” Throughout history there have been 

wars, but not like today. 50 million people lost their lives just in World War Two alone. Nuclear 

weapons can destroy our world 30 times over. We are living right now in a time of wars and 

rumors of wars. 

 

Wars lead to “famines” because of its destruction of land and the economy. 

 

The eerie fourth rider is Death 

and the grave followed him. He 

kills by Pestilence and disease by 

the beasts of the earth. 
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Famines can lead to “pestilences,” as do natural disasters as Jesus mentioned of earthquakes. The 

Black Death led to 1/3 of Europe’s population to be decimated. The worldwide influenza of 1918 

killed an estimated 20 million people. 

 

But these events Jesus described are only the “beginning of sorrows.” (v.8). “the end is not yet.” 

(v.6). these events lead towards a time called the “Great Tribulation.” 

 

The Fifth & Sixth Seals 

 

Now we come to the fifth and sixth seals of Revelation 6. Here is revealed the next set of events, 

that Jesus also spoke of in his Olivet Prophecy 

 

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain 

for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:  

“And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge 

and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  

“And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should 

rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be 

killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” (vv.9-11).   

 

In Jesus Olivet Prophecy he said, “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill 

you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake… For then shall be great 

tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be” 

(v.21). 

 

The fifth seal pictures a martyrdom of the people of God. The saints that were slain in the past 

cry to God for his vengeance, and God told them to rest because a future persecution would 

happen to the church of God.  

 

In the Old Testament Daniel and Jeremiah prophesied of these events as well. Jeremiah said, 

“Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he 

shall be saved out of it.” (30:7). Daniel says, “…and there shall be a time of trouble, such as 

never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be 

delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book” (12:1). The church of God is 

persecuted, and physical Israel, the nations of the 12 tribes will be destroyed and be in slavery 

and captivity. 

 

At this point Jesus said that if God himself did not intervene all of human life would be 

destroyed, “And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for 

the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.” (Matthew 24:22). How does God do this? 

 

The Heavenly Signs 

 

God shortens the days of the tribulation by spectacular signs in the Heavens. The 6
th

 seal is 

broken and, “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great 

earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;  
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“And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she 

is shaken of a mighty wind.  

“And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island 

were moved out of their places.  

“And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 

mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the 

rocks of the mountains;  

“And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth 

on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:  

“For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” (vv.12-17). Notice, the 

great men of the earth stop what they are doing and hide from God because of their sinful 

activities, they know that the wrath of God is come. God’s wrath also called the “day of the 

Lord” comes right after the Heavenly signs. 

 

Jesus again says the same thing, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 

be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 

powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 

earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory.” (Matthew 24:29-30).  

 

Gleaning what we can from these scriptures, the sequences of events that are going to take place 

are 1) The Great Tribulation 2) The Heavenly Signs 3) The Day of the Lord. We conclude with 

Joel 2:31, “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, BEFORE the great 

and the terrible day of the LORD come.” 

 

Revelation 7 Through 9 

 

At this time, after the 6 seals, the wrath of God is about to come on the earth. But before this 

occurs, Almighty God shows us the victory of his people that have overcome the evil forces of 

the earth, and also those that God protected and preserved during the slavery and persecution of 

the church of God. The time setting is inescapable, “And one of the elders answered, saying unto 

me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?  

“And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of 

great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

(Rev 7:13-14). These went through it, they “came out of” this great time of trouble, persecuted, 

abused, but overcame and kept the faith.  

 

It’s at this time that 144,000 of the tribes of Israel are going to be sealed. Sealed because God’s 

wrath is about to come on the earth, and God is going to seal his people to protect them during 

the time of his wrath, as Paul said, “For God hath not appointed us to wrath…” (1 Thessalonians 

5:9).  

 

Verse one the Angels are, “…holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow 

on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” These 4 winds are God’s wrath in the time 

sequence. The seventh seal will be broken, and the trumpet plagues will come (Rev 8:1). The 



Inside the Book of Revelation 
 

BICOG Publication Page 16 
 

first three trumpets will strike these ecological targets (Rev 8:7-10). During this time the 

command is given “And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, 

neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in 

their foreheads” (Rev 9:4). God’s protection on his people by his seal.  
 

The prophet Ezekiel experienced a similar vision. He saw human figures in Jerusalem (standing 

as a symbol for all the tribes of Israel) disturbed over the sins being committed in the city 

(Ezekiel 9:4). They received “a mark on the forehead.”  

 

Who are “Sealed”? 

 

Many denominations have claimed that they are the 144,000. Churches have built a whole 

religion around the belief that they are the 144,000. But what does the Bible say? 

 

“And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty 

and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.” (Rev 17:4). In this plain scripture 

God is going to seal 144,000 of ALL the tribes of Israel. Then he names each and every one of 

the tribes by name, 12,000 of each. Where is each of these tribes today?  (Read our booklet the 

USA and the British in Prophecy). 

 

1. Reuben 12,000-Northern France 

2. Simeon 12,000-Welsh and Jews 

3. Judah 12,000-Jews and European Royalty 

4. Levi 12,000-Jews and Scots 

5. Joseph 12,000-Ephraim and Manasseh, the USA & the British people. 

6. Asher 12,000-Belgium, Luxemburg, South Africans 

7. Dan (Manasses) 12,000-Denmark Ireland excluded 

8. Naphtali 12,000-Norway & Sweden 

9. Zebulon 12,000-The Dutch 

10. Issachar 12,000-Finland 

11. Gad 12,000-The Swiss 

12. Benjamin 12,000-Iceland & Quebecois the Normans 

 

The next Vision John receives is a “a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 

nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;” (v.9). These are all people Jew, Gentile, and 

Israelite alike of all nations that have repented and gone through the great tribulation. These are 

sealed because the wrath of the Great God is about to begin. 

 

God’s Wrath Begins 

 

The 8
th

 chapter begins with the opening of the seventh and final seal. The breaking of this seal 

God reveals to John, “And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven 

about the space of half an hour.  

“And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.” 

(8:1-2).  
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“That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a 

day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,  

“A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.  

“And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have 

sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.  

“Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD'S wrath; 

but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy 

riddance of all them that dwell in the land.” (1:14-18).  

 

These punishments due to the unspeakable sins and crimes man has done to each other, to the 

earth itself, and to God are intended to lead man towards repentance, but for the most part 

The silence in Heaven is the time 

when God gives no more 

revelation to man about his word, 

or prophecies by the Holy Spirit. In 

the time of Samuel, “the word of 

the LORD was precious in those 

days; there was no open vision.” (1 

Sam 3:1). God also said, “Behold, 

the days come, saith the Lord 

GOD, that I will send a famine in 

the land, not a famine of bread, nor 

a thirst for water, but of hearing the 

words of the LORD:” (Amos 

8:11). So the silence in heaven is 

God not giving man any revelation, 

or prophecies.  

Next the trumpets are about to 

blow by the seven angels.  

 

Trumpets played a prominent part 

in the history of God’s people.  

 

They were used to call assemblies, 

and to gather the tribes of Israel. In 

this case, these trumpets herald the 

coming of God’s wrath, the day of 

the Lord. Zephaniah writes, “The 

great day of the LORD is near, it is 

near, and hasteth greatly, even the 

voice of the day of the LORD: the 

mighty man shall cry there bitterly.  
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humanity refuses to heed (Rev 9:20-21). Hard hearts of men love the ways of sin and wickedness 

instead the good and right ways of God. 

 

The First Four Trumpets 

 

The first four trumpet plagues strike the earth itself, creating an ecological catastrophe of global 

proportions. The visions present stylized scenes in which one third of whatever struck is 

destroyed.  

 

 The first angel's trumpet sounds. A roaring firestorm destroys one third of the world's 

forests and vegetation (Rev. 8:7). 

 

 The second angel's trumpet sounds. John sees “something like a great mountain 

burning with fire” thrown into the sea. One third of all ocean life dies and a third of all 

ships are destroyed (Rev. 8:8-9). 

 

 The third angel's trumpet sounds. John sees “a great star” from the sky “burning like a 

torch.” It destroys one third of the world's water supply (Rev 8:10-11). 

 
 

 The fourth angel's trumpet sounds. Great disturbances in atmospheric conditions occur 

(Rev.8:12). 

 

The last three trumpets are immediately preceded by an announcement. Because of the severity 

of these last three judgments, they are known as the “three woes.” John sees, “And I beheld, and 

heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to 

the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which 

are yet to sound!” (Rev 8:13).   

 

The Three “Woes” 

 

The first woe is the 5
th

 trumpet plague. This power of destruction comes out of the “bottomless 

pit.” Revelation 17:8 reveals that this power is a military power of a final rebirth of an empire, 

and controls a huge portion of the earth. 

 

“And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was 

given the key of the bottomless pit.” This star is a reference to Satan the devil who is called the 

“angel of the bottomless pit” (9:11).  

 

“And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a 

great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.  

“And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the 

scorpions of the earth have power.  

“And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green 

thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.  

“And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five 

months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.  
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“And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death 

shall flee from them.  

“And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads 

were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.  

“And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.  

“And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as 

the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.  

“And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was 

to hurt men five months.” (vv.2-10) Here this military superpower is inflicting war on other 

nations. He is being led by Satan the Devil (Rev 13:4). These locust shape beings are John’s 

way, (a first century man) trying to describe in his first century language modern warfare. These 

locust shape being are a perfect description of military helicopters (Read our booklet Modern 

Warfare in the Bible). 

 

“One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter” (Rev 9:12).  

 

The sixth Trumpet now sounds and John sees something that just staggers the imagination, “And 

the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is 

before God,  

“Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the 

great river Euphrates.  

“And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and 

a year, for to slay the third part of men.  

“And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard 

the number of them.  

“And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, 

and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of 

their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.  

“By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the 

brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.  

“For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and 

had heads, and with them they do hurt.” (vv.13-19). A 200 million man army at the river 

Euphrates.  These are, “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; 

and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.” (Rev 

16:12). These do not cross until the vial plagues of God are poured out. This happens during the 

third woe, the seventh trumpet being sounded and the vial plagues are poured on the earth. Due 

to man’s lack of repentance, the full measure of the wrath of God is poured out. The trumpet 

plagues were just a precursor. This description is in the 16
th

 chapter of the book of Revelation. 

 

Following in line with the 5
th

 trumpet- when the 6
th

 trumpet sounds then the 2
nd

 woe also takes 

place. Rev 11:4-5 states before the 7
th

 trumpets sounds that, “The second woe is past; and, 

behold, the third woe cometh quickly….And the seventh angel sounded;” 

 

Easily following the 5
th

 and 6
th

 trumpets the “woes” are proclaimed. The 7
th

 trumpet proclaims 

the 3
rd

 woe. But where is the 3
rd

 woe described in the book of Revelation? Revelation 12:12, the 

voice in heaven says, “…Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come 
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down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” Does this 

line up with the 7
th

 trumpet? Yes it does! 

 

Two verses in Revelation 11 and Revelation 12 demonstrate that the time frame is the same. 

Chapter 11 verse 15 says, “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices [Grk. 

“Megas Phone”] in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 

Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 

 

Chapter 12 verse 10 states that same thing, “And I heard a loud voice [Grk. “Megas Phone”] 

saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 

power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our 

God day and night.” Then after he is cast down the voice says, “Woe to the inhabiters of the 

earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he 

knoweth that he hath but a short time.” (v.12)-This is the third woe! Nothing is greater than the 

father of evil having great wrath against God coming down to this earth-that is the greatest woe 

that one can possible imagine! The rest of Chapter 12 will be explained in greater detail (below) 

 

 

 

Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having 

great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 
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The Two Witnesses (Rev 10-11) 

 

Revelation 10-11 are inset chapters. Remember John received the visions in the order that he 

“saw.” Even though there is an over all chronology in the book, there are certain chapters that are 

inserted due to the visions that God showed him. The progression of prophetic events in the 

previous chapters are halted to give us Revelation 10 & 11.  

 

In Chapter 10 a voice from heaven tells John, “Go and take the little book which is open in the 

hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.  

“And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, 

Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as 

honey.  

“And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as 

honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.  

“And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and 

tongues, and kings.” (Rev 10:8-11).  

 

The same thing happened to Ezekiel. He was also instructed, “But thou, son of man, hear what I 

say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I 

give thee.  

“And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein;  

“And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written 

therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.  

“Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the 

house of Israel.  

“So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll.  

“And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I 

give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.  

“And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my 

words unto them.” (Ezekiel 2:8-3:4). The sweetness are the judgments of God, they are just and 

right (Psalm 19:7-10). The bitterness implies that man rejects the words of God and his calls for 

repentance. 

 

Imbibing the word of God was a symbol of the Ezekiel the watchman to drink in the word of 

God then preach it, as Ezekiel, John, and the church of God were to do in this end time. Notice 

John was to, “prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” 

Ezekiel as well, “get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them.” This is 

the great commission given to the church of God (Matthew 10).  

 

Jesus said, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:  

“But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matthew 10:6). John was commissioned 

to go to the House of Israel, as was Ezekiel, the Watchman, “So thou, O son of man, I have set 

thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and 

warn them from me” (Ezekiel 33:7).  
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The Little Book of Revelation 10 is...?  

 

Can we know what the Little Book really is? Yes! 

 

There are several clues in the 10th chapter that points to what the Little Book is. The Bible is 

written in such a way, it's like a jig saw puzzle and when all the pieces are together you get the 

whole picture. God says, “Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to 

understand doctrine?... For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, 

line upon line; here a little, and there a little... But the word of the LORD was unto them precept 

upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a 

little...” (Isaiah 28:9, 10,13). A little here and there put all the scriptures together and you get the 

complete story. 

 

The first clue is, we know since there is no more Bible as Isaiah 8 says, this little book must be 

one of the smaller books within the Bible itself, and not a later addition to the Bible; that would 

be contrary to the word of God itself! Notice what clues 10th chapter gives, “And he set his right 

foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth”(v.2). “Thus it is indicated that the revelation 

which is to follow affects the whole world,” (Pulpit Commentary).  

 

Another clue-The Little book is also an “open” book that was previously sealed, Barnes writes, 

“the fact that it was open: ‘a little book open’ - ane gmenon. The word used here means, 

properly, ‘to open or unclose’ in respect to what was before fastened or sealed, as what is 

covered by a door, Matt 2:11; tombs, which were closed by large stones, Matt 27:60, Matt 27:66; 

a gate, Acts 5:23; Acts 12:10; the abyss, Rev 9:2 – ‘since in the east pits or wells are closed with 

large stones, compare Gen 29:2’ (Robinson’s Lexicon). The meaning of this word, as applied to 

a book, would be, that it was now opened so that its contents could be read. The word would not 

necessarily imply that it had been sealed or closed, though that would be the most natural 

impression from the use of the word.” (Barnes notes, emphasis added). So the book was closed 

and sealed to man’s understanding, but now God has open the book for man to understand its 

contents.  

 

Clarke’s Commentary agrees, “[The] Meaning probably some design of God long concealed, but 

now about to be made manifest.” (emphasis added).  

 

This Little book cannot be the book in Revelation 5:1. The word in the 10th chapter for book is 

bibliaridion and “appears only in the present chapter.” This word appears nowhere else in the 

New Testament and “As contrast with the scroll (biblion) on the hand of God in ch.5.1, this little 

scroll is distinctly smaller” (Verse by Verse Commentary on Daniel and the Revelation, p.797, 

emphasis added).  

 

The Apostle John then has to “eat it up” (v.9). After he eats the book (v.10) he is told, “Thou 

must prophesy again before [“rather as Greek (epilaois), ‘concerning many peoples,’ etc..” JFB 

Commentary] many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings” (v.11). So it is a book of 

prophecy! It is a prophetic book! 
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Important Points to consider: 

 

 The Book was one previously sealed now open  

 It's a book of prophecy  

 It's a one of the already smaller books in the Bible itself, not a later addition.  

 Concerns the whole world, and world events  

 It is not the scroll of Revelation 5 

 

Time or Delay?  

 

Notice what the mighty Angel says, before he tells John to eat the book “that there should be 

time no longer:” (v.6). This is a very important clue to knowing the identity of the Little Book. 

 

Many take this to mean “no more delay.” (NIV). But the earliest English translation of the New 

Testament (Wycliffe, 1382), and The English Hexapla has in Revelation 10:6, “tyme schal no 

more be.” Tyndale's translation (1525) in the same compilation has, “there shulde be no lenger 

tyme.” Other early Protestant and Catholic versions are similar. The Authorized or King James 

Version (1611) has “there should be time no longer.” 

 

But in the nineteenth century, private translators like Alexander Campbell (1826) and George R. 

Noyes (1869) used the word delay instead of time, and the (English) Revised Version (1881) 

honored delay by placing it in the margin. The American Standard Version (1901) placed delay 

right into the text. And this is where it has remained for most translators since then, though some 

have used waiting, which conveys about the same idea.  

 

The key Greek word involved is chronos. It is familiar to us in such words as chronology and 

chronometer. Chronology is the study of time itself and also of events with respect to the time 

when they occurred. A chronometer measures time with unusual precision. Chronos is translated 

“time” in some thirty places in the New Testament, as in Matthew 2:7, “what time the star 

appeared,” and Luke 1:57, “the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered.” Chronos is rendered 

“delay” only once, in Revelation 10.  

 

The great lexicon of ancient Greek edited by Liddell and Scott provides numerous examples of 

chronos as meaning “time” in ancient Greek writings. It provides almost no space at all to the 

possible interpretive meaning “delay” in ancient documents. 

 

The great lexicon of patristic Greek edited by G. W. H. Lampe provides numerous examples of 

chronos as meaning “time” in the writings of early Christians, but it provides no examples at all 

of its use meaning “delay.”  

 

The Greek clause in question is hoti chronos ouketi estai, which translated in the most literal 

fashion reads, “that time no longer will be.” New Testament Greek, like modern English, had an 

unambiguous way of speaking about experiencing a delay. To do so, it used the related but 

clearly distinct verb chronizo, apt in Matthew 24:48, “My master is delayed.” This word is not 

used in Revelation 10:6. 
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The plainest meaning of chronos in Revelation 10:6 is simply “time.” The translation “no more 

delay” actually obscures the direct linkage that exists between Revelation 10 and the identity of 

the little book. This “cryptic declaration has been variously interpreted. Many expositors have 

understood it to mark the end of time.” (Verse by Verse Commentary on Daniel and the 

Revelation, p.798, emphasis added). The “time of the end” shall these things be, “that time 

should be no more.” (Geneva Bible). This declaration gives us a great clue to the identity of the 

little book! 

 

There is only one book that God ordered sealed but opened at the time of the end in which the 

book of Revelation is set in the time of the end, “for the time is at hand.” (Rev 1:2). It was at the 

revealing of the book of Revelation that the little book would be opened as well, and that book is 

the BOOK OF DANIEL! “But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of 

the end... He said, Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the 

end.” (Daniel 12:4, 9). It is not an addition to the Bible, it was a book IN the Bible that was 

sealed and is now opened! This was God’s intent all along, for the book of Daniel to be opened 

during the time of the Revelation to John. Then he was to “prophesy” again “concerning” 

peoples, nations, tongue and kings. 

 

Did John do this? Yes! He prophesied about the coming beast power (Rev 13). He prophesied 

about the Whore that rode the beast and, “The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 

sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” (Rev 17:15). The book of Daniel 

was revealed to John and the revelations of what Daniel saw were expanded and additional 

revelations were given to John, and the two books complete one another. The Book of Daniel is 

the Little book! 

 

One example:  

 

Daniel saw 4 beasts, a Lion, Bear, Leopard, & the indescribable Beast with ten horns.(Daniel 7). 

 

John sees, one beast, with the composites of all the previous beasts in it. It was “like unto a 

leopard” had the “feet of a bear” and a “mouth of a lion” At the time of Daniel all these 

kingdoms were separate. By the time of John, the Roman Empire absorbed them all, and 

incorporated all the strongest features of the previous kingdoms into the Roman Empire. Without 

Daniel's vision, the revelation of the one beast in John's book cannot be understood-one could 

not understand the fulfillments in history and to identify the Kingdom as the Roman Empire. 

Without the opening of the book of Daniel to John, the prophecies of the book of Revelation 

could not be complete. The two books complement and complete the prophecies of the end time. 

Without both books, world events cannot be understood-you cannot have one without the other. 

 

The Angel and the Man Clothed in Linen 

 

Notice as well the similarities between the angel in Revelation 10 and the man clothed in linen of 

Daniel 12, “And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand 

to heaven” 
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“and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth 

and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay [time should be 

no more]” (Revelation 10:5, 6). 

 

Now Daniel says, “Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of the 

stream and one on that bank of the stream.  

“And someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, ‘How 

long shall it be till the end of these wonders?’  

“And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his 

right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives forever that it would be 

for a time, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people 

comes to an end all these things would be finished. 

“I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, ‘O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these 

things?’  

“He said, ‘Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end.” 

(Dan 12:5-9). The "words" of the book of Daniel were sealed, but are now open for John to 

digest and then prophesy. 

 

The two events are very similar and complete one another and can be understood. In Daniel there 

is a Man clothed in Linen swears by God. The book is sealed till the time of the end, and then it 

shall be opened.  

 

In Revelation, the mighty Angel proclaims it’s the time of the end, swears by God in heaven and 

has the “little book” opened, and that the prophecies of this little book are revealed to John, and 

John was to prophesy again, these prophecies of Daniel but this time these prophecies of 

revealed not concealed. You see how John and Daniel complement each other! Daniel’s book is 

the Little Book! 

 

The Book of Daniel is: 
  

 The Book previously sealed now open 

 A smaller book within the Bible Itself.  

 It's a book of prophecy 

 Concerns the whole world, and world events.  

 

Now the “words” were sealed, but “This instruction did not apply to the whole book of Daniel, 

for a portion of the message has been understood and thus being a blessing to believers for 

centuries. It is applied to Daniels prophecy that dealt with the last days.” (ibid, p.879, emphasis 

added). This was the time setting of the Book of Revelation, and when the Little book was to be 

opened. Then when the time actually came, “could a message based on the fulfillment of these 

prophecies be proclaimed” (ibid, p.879). 

 

The Two Witnesses (Rev 11). 

 

The two prophets that will carry this work in the tribulation right till the time of the seventh 

Angel will be the two witnesses.   
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John hears a voice saying, “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 

prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.” (v.3). If we allow a 

prophetic year to have 12 months of 30 days each, the two witnesses would be carrying out their 

warning message for 3 1/2 years.  

 

During this time, the Holy City Jerusalem, “and holy city shall they tread under foot forty and 

two months.” (v.2).With 12 months equaling a year, this would also give us 3 1/2 years. 

 

This is the same time called the Great Tribulation spoken of by Jesus in Matthew 24, the same 

time the church is persecuted Revelation 6. Revelation 12 gives us the same time frame of three 

and one half years, “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the 

woman which brought forth the man child.  

“And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, 

into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the 

serpent.” (vv.13-14)  

 

The supernatural power of God accompanies the preaching of the two witnesses. John writes, 

“These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they 

have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as 

they desire” (Rev. 11:6). 

 

The two witnesses must exhort people to repent and obey God- They will not be well received 

either by the citizens of the world or the controlling political-religious authority. Their fate is 

evident. 

 

The two witnesses will be martyred: “The beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make 

war against them, overcome them, and kill them” (Rev. 11:7). For the first time in Revelation we 

formally meet the major earthly adversary and foe of the Church in the last days. It is “the beast.” 

 

Their dead bodies will lay in that great city called Sodom and Egypt, where also Jesus was 

crucified. (Rev 11:8). Here the exact location where the two witnesses will be is clear. The city is 

the city of Rome in the Vatican. Here is the seat of the Beast and the False prophet reside, where 

also the crucified the Lord Jesus afresh (Read our booklet The Two Witnesses for details).  

 

“And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood 

upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.  

“And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they 

ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.  

“And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 

earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to 

the God of heaven.” (Rev 11:11-13). Now comes the time of the resurrection of the righteous 

dead, when the dead will be raised incorruptible, and live forever.  

 

The time setting is clear, “The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.  

“And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 

this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
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and ever.” (vv.14-15). the last two “woes” come, and the 7
th

 trumpet sounds. This same trumpet 

is the one Paul spoke of that wakes the dead and are raised, “For the Lord himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first…Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed,  

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 

dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” (1 Thess 4:16; 1 Corinth 15:51-52). 

The last trump, the 7
th

 and final trumpet, and the dead are raised.  

 

Once the third woe starts with the sounding of the 7
th

 trumpet, this kicks off the vials plagues of 

the wrath of God poured out without admixture. The trumpets plagues were poured out with 

admixture, but the vials plagues are God’s wrath poured with full potency, “The same shall drink 

of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 

indignation” (Rev 14:10). 

 

“And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, 

Woe [5
th

 trumpet], woe [6
th

 trumpet], woe [7
th

 trumpet], to the inhabiters of the earth by reason 

of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!” (Rev 8:13).   

 

The Beast versus God’s Church (Rev 12 & 13) 

 

Chapters 12 and 13 introduce us to a conflict between God’s church and something called the 

“Beast.” These are the two major players, and the spiritual warfare that is taking place right now 

in our world. Satan the devil as of now, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 

called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:” (Rev 12:9). He has the whole 

world under its sway, and the last thing he wants is God revealing the truth to the people of the 

world and liberates them from this evil dictator. The whole world is, “oppressed of the devil;” 

(Acts 10:38). God is setting them free. The work of the church, preaching the Good News of God 

coming world ruling Government that will set them free from this oppression is the last thing the 

ruler of this world, the Devil wants the world to hear. So he wages war against that work, and the 

church of God. 

 

“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 

under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:” (Rev 12:1). Many believe this is 

Israel, and not the church of God.  The next verse says, “And she being with child cried, 

travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered…And she brought forth a man child, who was to 

rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.” (Rev 

12:2, 5). Many believe that because Mary was an Israelite, and gave birth to Jesus, that the 

woman is Israel, and not the church. But look at the symbolism. She had the “the sun, and the 

moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:” Where else do we find this 

symbolism? Joseph’s dream in the book of Genesis! “And he dreamed yet another dream, and 

told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the 

moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.  

“And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, 

What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come 

to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?” (Gen 37:9-10). The sun was Jacob. The Moon was 
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Rachel. The eleven stars were his 11 brothers, and including himself he was the 12
th

 star. The 

stars symbolize the 12 tribes of Israel. So the woman cannot be Israel. But how do we reconcile? 

Mary did give birth to Jesus. She was part of the nation of Israel. What is the answer? 

 

Zion within Israel 

 

Although Israel was God’s called Nation. The majority of them did not have the converted heart 

and mind to follow God. “O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and 

keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for 

ever!” (Deut 5:29). So, because of this, God within Israel called out prophets and kings with the 

spirit of God to do his work of salvation. These called out ones within Israel were called “Zion.”  

 

Notice what Jeremiah says, “Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, 

thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I 

am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever.  

“Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and 

hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, 

saith the LORD.  

“Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you 

one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:  

“And I will give you [Israel] pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with 

knowledge and understanding.” (Jeremiah 3:12-15). God will call out people out of cities and 

families and bring them to Zion. There they become pastors trained in the word of God to feed 

the people of Israel with knowledge and understanding of his word. 

 

Zion is called, “I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman.” (Jer 6:2.) 

 

“For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth 

her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, 

saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of murderers.” (Jer 4:31).  

 

“But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 

and to an innumerable company of angels,  

“To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God 

the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,” (Hebrews 12:22-23). This 

Jerusalem is called the “mother of us all” (Gal 4:26). Mary was part of the woman called Zion. 

The called out ones, God’s church that he uses for his work. Jesus affirms this, “While he yet 

talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with 

him.  

“Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak 

with thee.  

“But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my 

brethren?  

“And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my 

brethren!  
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“For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and 

sister, and mother.” (Matthew 12:46-50). Mary did just that! She did the will of the Father, in 

giving birth, and raising the Messiah, Jesus! So the woman is ZION THE CHURCH OF GOD! 

 

Notice she is “clothed” with the “sun.” What does this mean? The Bible speaks about being 

“clothed with righteousness; (Psalm 132:9; Rev 19:8). Jesus said a true Israelite is one with “no 

guile” (John 1:47), meaning sin. Sin is the breaking of God’s law (1 John 3:4). Righteousness is 

keeping the law of God (Psalm 119:172). So the church is clothed with the righteousness of 

Jacob-God’s law (see Rev 12:17)-This why the church is called the “Israel of God” (Gal 6:16). 

 

Isaiah writes, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 

a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.” 

(61:10). the subject is Zion (v.3). 

 

Under her feet is the “moon” meaning Rachel. The moon is “Fair” [Strong’s #3303 Heb. 

“Beautiful]”(Song 6:10). “Rachel was beautiful” [Strong’s #3303]” (Gen 29:17). The church has 

the beauty of Rachel. 

 

Wearing the stars on her head represents the church of God ruling over Israel in the kingdom of 

God. Jesus said to his church, “Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matthew 19:28).  

 

Satan attacks the Church 

 

The devil wages a titanic battle against Jesus, and his church. The Bible describes Satan being 

cast out of heaven TWICE! Once in the past when he tried to overtake God and God cast him 

down to this earth. (Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12-17).  

 

The second time will be in the future when he fights against Michael and his angels, and will cast 

down to the earth and the third woe is proclaimed.  

 

The scripture states: “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red 

dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  

“And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the 

dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon 

as it was born.” (Rev 12:3-4). This was the first “cast[ing]” down of Satan the Devil. As Jesus 

said, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” (Luke 10:18). 

 

Satan, of course, tried to have Jesus himself put to death shortly after his human birth (Matthew 

2:16). The devil failed, the biblical account tells us. Jesus lived a perfect life, paid for human sin 

by his death and was resurrected. He began his Church and it grew both in numbers and spiritual 

power. Then the devil tried to stamp out God’s church during the time of the Roman Empire, 

hence why the devil comes in the guise of a dragon, having seven heads and ten horns. This beast 

we have identified as the Roman Empire (Read our booklet Who, What is the Beast? for details).  
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During the Roman persecutions, the church had to flee the confines of the Empire. “And the 

woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed 

her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.” (v.6). obviously this is not a 3 ½ year 

period. But if we apply, the one day for a year principle (Ezekiel 4:5-6), we come up with 1260 

years that the church fled into the wilderness and was protected by God. The “place” is a 

spiritual place because it says “they” should feed her. What is this place in the wilderness? 

 

Ezekiel says, “I will bring you into the wilderness of the people (Hebrew, ‘peoples’), and there 

will I plead with you ... like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of Egypt” (20:35, 

36). The church would be among the nations, in a spiritual wilderness. These nations fed her 

1260 years. They feed her their ideas and doctrines, but also persecutions as well. “And though 

the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be 

removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:” (Isaiah 30:20).  

 

The Pulpit Commentary writes, “i.e. scant rations, but sufficient; and thy teachers shall not, etc. 

Be removed into a corner; i.e. ‘have to hide themselves from persecution.’’’ The church is a little 

flock with little strength. Like Israel in the wilderness, they were to overcome through trials and 

testing and persecution, to overcome the world, as Jesus said, “In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

 

The church was being fed by the heathen world. The Church however ate and drank as the 

Israelites did with Moab. The JFB Commentary says, “The deeper the Church penetrated into 

heathendom, the more she herself became heathenish. Instead of overcoming, she was overcome 

by the world [Auberlen].” The Church went apostate. But God always has a remnant that keeps 

itself pure and holy before God (v.17), as Jesus said, “the gates of hell [Gr. “Hades” the grave] 

shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). The church would never die but prevail.   

 

Then there is war in heaven Michael and his angels against Satan and His angels (v.7). And it 

says, “And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.” (v.8). After Satan’s 

fall he still had access to God in heaven (see Job 1:6-7). But after this war with Michael access to 

God is not granted any longer. Satan could not be the, “…accuser of our brethren is cast down, 

which accused them before our God day and night.” (v.10). They were cast out of heaven 

permanently (v.9); proving that Satan will be cast out twice! 

 

Points to consider: 

 

 The first casting out of Satan the Devil he still had access to God. The devil focused on 

the church of God to persecute them like Job and Jesus and the church. 

 The second casting out of the Devil, he does NOT have access to God any longer and the 

focus is not on the church but the “inhabitants of the earth and of the sea” (Rev 12:12) 

 

Then, 7th trumpet sounds and the third woe is proclaimed, “[The Seventh trumpet sounds Rev 

11:15] ]And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ… Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that 

dwell in them. Woe [third woe] to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come 
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down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 

(vv.10,12). 

 

Now verse 13 states: “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted 

the woman which brought forth the man child.” This occurred at the first casting out of Satan. 

Notice the time setting, “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she 

might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and 

half a time, from the face of the serpent.” (v.14) This is the same time frame as verse 6, “And the 

woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed 

her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.”  The book of Revelation flashes back 

and forth sometimes but if contexts kept one can understand the events that unfold. 

 

Notice both scriptures the woman has a “place” prepared and both are nourished for 1260 years. 

A “time, and times, and half a time” and 1260 days is the same time period. Barnes notes, “A 

year, two years, and half a year; that is, forty-two months (see the notes on Rev 11:2); or, 

reckoning the month at thirty days, twelve hundred and sixty days; and regarding these as 

prophetic days, in which a day stands for a year [see Ezekiel 4:6], twelve hundred and sixty 

years.” (emphasis added).  

 

After it describes the history of the church being sought after by the devil to devour the woman 

with floods meaning false doctrines and armies to overtake the church (v.15). But the church was 

protected and was “helped.” But after the protection-the 1260 years was over, “…the dragon was 

wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the 

commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (v.17). 

 

The Beasts of Revelation 13 

 

How does Satan work to control the world, and persecute God’s church? Revelation 13 answers 

both questions. 

 

John in visions sees a great monster come up out of the sea, “…having seven heads and ten 

horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  

“And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and 

his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great 

authority.  

“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and 

all the world wondered after the beast.  

“And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the 

beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?  

“And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was 

given unto him to continue forty and two months.” (vv.1-5). this is the agent in whom Satan 

works through to control the world and persecute God’s people. Notice verses 7-8, “And it was 

given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him 

over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.  



Inside the Book of Revelation 
 

BICOG Publication Page 33 
 

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of 

life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” It is by the Beast that Satan is 

worshipped and followed. This Beast is the Roman and Holy Roman Empires throughout the 

ages (Read our booklet Who, What is the Beast for details).   

 

The Second Beast 

 

Now John sees a second beast. This is described as, “And I beheld another beast coming up out 

of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon” (v.11). A wolf in 

sheep’s clothing. This second beast represents a religious power masquerading as Christian, but 

is Satanic down to the core. Paul warned the church, “For I know this, that after my departing 

shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  

“Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 

them.  

“Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 

night and day with tears” (Acts 20:29-31).  

Satan has his own ministers on this earth masquerading as the ministers of Christ, “For such are 

false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  

“Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 

righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” (2 Corinth 11:13-15).  

 

This Satanic ministry that calls itself Christian having tremendous power, is in an alliance with 

the state, “And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and 

them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.” (Rev 

13:12). This ministry also has the power of life and death. Those who do not adhere to its 

doctrines will be put to death, “And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that 

the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image 

of the beast should be killed.” (v.15). these persecutions took place throughout the Middle Ages 

against God’s church. Inquisitions, Papal bulls, strict Sunday laws, if these were not obeyed, 

people would be put to death. This is the other tool in which Satan used to persecute the church. 

 

Revelation 14 through 16 

 

Now we come back into sequence of the previous chapters. Revelation 14 brings us to the time 

of the wrath of God, and Jesus second coming. Here are the major points of this chapter: 

 

 The 144,000 represent those who are obedient and faithful to God. They “follow the 

Lamb wherever He goes” (Rev. 14:1-5). This group is granted eternal life. They take part 

in Christ's earthly rule. 

 An angel has “the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth-to every 

nation, tribe, tongue, and people-saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to 

Him, for the hour of His judgment has come’” (Rev. 14:6-7). The angel announces that 

the system of evil, called “Babylon the great” is about to fall (verse 8). 

 Another angel pronounces swift punishment on anyone who worships the beast and its 

image or has its mark. Those who continue to follow and trust the false system “shall be 
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tormented with fire and brimstone [sulfur] in the presence of the holy angels and in the 

presence of the Lamb” (Rev. 14:9-11). 

 John then sees “One like the Son of Man” coming on a cloud (Rev. 14:14). This is an 

obvious reference to the returning Christ. He thrusts his sickle in the ground and begins to 

reap the harvest of the earth. This symbolizes his wrath and coming rule over the nations. 

 Chapter 14 briefly moves beyond the storm on earth. It looks ahead to the time when 

God's servants-pictured by the 144,000 on Mount Zion with Christ-will inherit their 

eternal reward. But, then, the reader is brought back to the tumult and commotion on the 

earth. God has warned the world for the last time. Whoever has the mark of the beast-

whoever is part of this world's corrupt system-is about to suffer the final wrath of God. 

The seven last plagues are about to ravage planet earth. 
 

The 15th chapter of Revelation is a prologue to the seven last plagues. John writes, “Out of the 

temple came the seven angels having the seven plagues” (Rev. 15:6). One of the four living 

creatures gives them seven bowls. These contain the seven last plagues. A voice commands the 

angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth” (Rev. 16:1). 

 

God’s Wrath is poured out 

 

The 16
th

 chapter is a description of the wrath of God on this earth. By the hand of God himself, 

he will pour out natural disasters and plagues on those who refuse to repent. “And blasphemed 

the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.” (Rev 

16:11). The hard hearts of men always keep him from knowing the true and living God. God has 

to take it to this point for man to realize that there is a God and that he rules. 

 

 FIRST PLAGUE. A deadly pestilence strikes those who have the beast's mark (16:2). 

 SECOND PLAGUE. The sea turns into blood and kills every living creature in it (16:3). 

 THIRD PLAGUE. The rivers and springs of water become blood (16: -D. God's 

judgments, though fearsome, are said to be “true and righteous.” 

 FOURTH PLAGUE. Increased solar radiation horribly scorches humans (16:8-9). 

 FIFTH PLAGUE. Total darkness covers the headquarters of the world-ruling “beast 

power” (16:10-11). 

 SIXTH PLAGUE. The waters of the Euphrates River dry up so “that the way of the kings 

from the east might be prepared” (16:12-16). 

 SEVENTH PLAGUE. An immense earthquake shakes the planet. It is “such a mighty 

and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth” (16:18-see also 

Isaiah 2:12-19: 13:6-13; 24:1-20 for further details about this series of planetary 

upheavals). 
 

As the earth convulses, islands disappear beneath the sea. Mountains are leveled. A great hail 

shatters everything in its path. The cities of the nations are flattened into rubble (Rev. 16:19-21) 

the world's political and economic system is in total ruin. 

 

There are certain similarities between the trumpet plagues of Revelation 8 and the vial plagues of 

Revelation 16. As trumpets in the Bible are meant as a warning to nations of God’s coming 

wrath, so are the trumpet plagues, a warning of what is to come without admixture, it full extent.  
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Armageddon 

 

Many times we hear of the “Battle of Armageddon.” But is there really of “Battle” in 

Armageddon? The only time you find this word is here in Revelation 16:16, and it says, “And he 

gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”  There is no 

battle of Armageddon. It’s a gathering place. All the armies of the world gather to this place. 

Armageddon will merely be the staging area for these immense armies. The Bible does not say 

that a "battle" of Armageddon is to be fought. The actual war will be fought farther south, in the 

valley of Jehoshaphat. Today, it's called the Kidron Valley. This valley borders Jerusalem on the 

east. (Read Joel 3:1-2, 9-14 and Zechariah 14:1-15 for details of this climactic battle.). 

 

Jerusalem will be the place where the last great battle will take place. Three unclean spirits will 

influence the whole world to fight against Christ, “And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs 

come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 

the false prophet.  

“For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth 

and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” (vv.13-

14).  

 

 
THE VALLEY OF DECISION-the “last days” vast armies will gather near Megiddo in the Jezreel 

Valley and move south to fight against the Messiah at Jerusalem. In the “Valley of decision,” outside 

the Old City, these armies will be obliterated by the returning Christ. 
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By the end of this chapter John says, “…and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to 

give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.” (v.19). Now God describes to 

John how he is going to deal with “Babylon” once and for all, and how it will fall and pay for its 

sins. Revelation 17 and 18 deals with the history and the extermination of Babylon the Great! 

 

The fall of Babylon the Great (Revelation 17 & 18) 

 

In this chapter John receives a vision of another dreadful creature, “So he carried me away in the 

spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of 

blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.” (v.3). this woman had a name on her forehead, 

“MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF 

THE EARTH.” (v.5). these two chapters portray the “the judgment of the great whore that sitteth 

upon many waters:” (Rev 17:1).   

 

Symbols explained 

 

“Woman”-A woman is a symbol of a church see 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:22-27; Rev 

19:7. There is a woman that is a virgin, like the bride of Christ that stays faithful to her husband, 

see 2 Corinthians 11:2. Then there is a harlot. It’s a woman who commits adultery with other 

gods and becomes apostate, “How is the faithful city become an harlot!” (Isaiah 1:21). A Church 

is also a city, see Heb 12:22. She commits fornication with other gods and allies with them and 

not God, like Jezebel, “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest 

that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to 

commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.  

“And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.  

“Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 

except they repent of their deeds.” (Rev 2:20-22). Spiritual adultery. Other examples in the Bible 

are here, Jeremiah 3:6-9; Ezekiel 23:37. So basically she is called a harlot, meaning she is an 

apostate church. Started faithful to God, but then swore allegiance with other gods as well. 

Idolatrous worship with the name of Christ, a church “fallen away,” but still a church. This harlot 

is, “drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus:” (Rev 17:6). 

God’s true church, the woman who is pure and stays married to God, the harlot persecutes 

because she wants to rule and subjugate all religions, and dictate how and what we worship. This 

is also called the mark of the Beast. 

 

“Sitteth”-This phrase “sit” or “sitteth” is found in vv.1, 3, 9, 15. Two meanings for this word,  

“kathemai.” Thayers defines it as, “to have a fixed abode, to dwell.” A permanent dwelling  

place. But it also means thrones and ruling, as Jesus told his disciples, “ye also shall sit upon  

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matthew 19:28, see also Dan 7:9, 26). The  

man of sin in the future, “...sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” (2  

Thess 2:4). So this church will have a fixed location where her throne is, where she rules and  

executes judgment. She sits on the Beast v.3, who we now know is Europe, the Roman Empire,  

the place of the church’s permanent dwelling. She sits in Europe her permanent dwelling place,  

also known as the Iron in Daniel 2. 

 



Inside the Book of Revelation 
 

BICOG Publication Page 37 
 

“Waters”-This symbol is pretty straight forward, the Bible says, “And he saith unto me, The 

waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 

tongues” (Rev 17:15). The woman has global power and influence. 

 

“Fornication”-As shown above fornication is spiritual adultery, allegiance to other gods, yet still 

a church.   

  

But the scripture also says she commits fornication with kings, “With whom the kings of the 

earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the 

wine of her fornication” (Rev 17:2). This is also in other scriptures. Israel was accused of  

“...committed fornication with the Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast increased 

thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger. 

  

 “Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou 

hast played the harlot with them, and yet couldest not be satisfied.  

“Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou  

wast not satisfied herewith.” (Ezekiel 16:26, 28-29). Gill says, “By entering into leagues and  

alliances with them, and seeking to them for help and assistance against their enemies;...and  

joined themselves to them by solemn covenant; and not only so, but fell into the worship of their  

idols, who were a people of all others the most superstitious, and given to idolatry; and many of  

their idolatrous rites and ceremonies were received and retained by the Jews, as the worshipping  

of Tammuz, and other idols:” Entering into a church/state agreement with the kings of the earth,  

co-rulers with the state.  

  

“Wine”- The scripture says, “With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and 

the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.” (Rev 17:2).  

Revelation 14:8 adds, “...she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

 

Wine is an intoxicating drink. Over indulgence of wine cause people to become drunk and their 

judgment process becomes unreasonable, and illogical. The woman causes “the inhabitants of the 

earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication” (v.2). Her fornication is her 

idolatrous doctrines that have become a part of everyday life, that people’s judgments become 

unreasonable and illogical. Inhabitants of the earth praying to man made idols, and endless 

prayers believing God will hear them. Bodily torturing themselves in an act called “penance,” 

thinking God will accept something like this as repentance. Living a life in a monastery, 

secluded from the outside world, depriving oneself of the basic staples of life, believing God 

approves of these things. Drunk with these doctrines, and having no judgment. 

 

But, she also has “all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (Rev 14:8). God 

told Jeremiah, “Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I 

send thee, to drink it” (25:15). God’s judgment was poured on many nations. This scripture is 

similar to one in Jeremiah speaking of Babylon, “Babylon hath been a golden cup in the  

LORD’S hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore 

the nations are mad.” (Jer. 51:7). In this context, during the time of Nebuchadnezzar, “The cup of  

God’s wrath is the plenitude of punishment that he inflicts on transgressors. It is represented as 

intoxicating and making them mad.” (Clarkes Commentary). With the inquisitions, the crusades, 
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the persecution of true Christians, the reformation, and the endless martyrdom during the reign of 

the Catholic Church, many nations “drank the wine” of her wrath, her vengeance, her 

punishment, for not adhering to her doctrines. 

 

The Scarlet Colored Beast 

 

The Beast the Woman sits on, the beast she guides through the centuries is the Holy Roman 

Empire. 

 

When the “deadly wound” was healed on one of its heads, specifically the seventh head, which is 

Rome. It had ten horns. Three were plucked up “by the roots” by the little horn, and was among 

the last seven. (See Daniel chapter 7). The last seven horns are the seven heads of this beast. And 

on the last head it has 10 horns which correspond to the ten toes of Daniel 2. We read, “And the 

ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive 

power as kings one hour with the beast.  

“These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.  

“These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of 

lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” (Rev 

17:12-11-14). These ten kings fight Christ at his coming. Daniel 2 says the same thing, “Thou 

sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 

were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces…And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, 

and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken…And in the days of 

these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the 

kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 

kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. (Dan 2:34, 42, 44). The stone which is Christ smites the 

image on its toes. The toes are the kings, the 10 kings that fight Christ at his coming. 
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Babylon’s worldwide influence 

 

The woman, to the citizens of the world, does not appear evil at all to them. Instead they see it as 

a system that brings economic prosperity to the nations of the world. 

 

“And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their 

merchandise any more:  

“The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and 

purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner 

vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,  
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“And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, 

and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.  

“And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty 

and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.  

“The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of 

her torment, weeping and wailing,  

“And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and 

decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!  

“For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in 

ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,  

“And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great 

city!  

“And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great 

city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one 

hour is she made desolate.” (Rev 18:11-19). This is the source of its wealth, power and money! 

Without money it cannot possibly wield its influence. She makes businessmen rich and ushers in 

general prosperity.  

 

God sees it in another way. “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great 

is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a 

cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 

“Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on 

her.  

“And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus 

with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.  

“And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more 

at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and 

the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee;  

“And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and 

of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the 

earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.  

“And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the 

earth.” (vv.2, 20-24). God says its evil hatful, deceitful, and has the blood of millions of 

righteous people on its hands.  

 

The King Comes (Rev 19) 

 

The one great event that Christians have been waiting for is the second coming of Christ. This is 

the heart of the gospel message. 

 

Jesus Christ brought a message from his Father he called the “Gospel.” Gospel merely means 

“Good News.” Jesus brought “Good News” about the coming Kingdom of God! “The time is 

fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the Gospel” (Mark 1:15). 

Revelation 19 described Jesus as the coming king to take over the world from the current ruler 

Satan the Devil. “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 

Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever!” (Rev 11:15).  
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Christ destroys the wicked armies of Satan with, “a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the 

nations:” (v.15). Then he captures the beast and the false prophet, “These both were cast alive 

into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.” (v.20).  

 

That takes care of the physical rulers of this world. But one more act has to be done, the locking 

up of the spiritual ruler, the one behind the scenes, Satan the Devil. When this is done, then Jesus 

will be KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS! 

 

Satan bound for 1000 Years (Rev 20) 

 

John sees in vision and Angel, “…having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his 

hand.  

“And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a 

thousand years,” (Rev 20:1-2). Now that this destructive perverted spirit is taken out of the way 

he can no longer, “deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled:” (v.3). 

Without that influence man can learn the ways of peace and prosperity with the kingdom of God 

“And I saw heaven opened, and 

behold a white horse; and he that 

sat upon him was called Faithful 

and True, and in righteousness he 

doth judge and make war. 

“His eyes were as a flame of fire, 

and on his head were many 

crowns; and he had a name 

written, that no man knew, but he 

himself. 

“And he was clothed with a 

vesture dipped in blood: and his 

name is called The Word of God. 

“And the armies which were in 

heaven followed him upon white 

horses, clothed in fine linen, 

white and clean. 

“And out of his mouth goeth a 

sharp sword, that with it he 

should smite the nations: and he 

shall rule them with a rod of iron: 

and he treadeth the winepress of 

the fierceness and wrath of 

Almighty God. 

“And he hath on his vesture and 

on his thigh a name written, 

KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 

OF LORDS.” (Rev 19:11-16) 
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on this earth and Jesus as the ruler, “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 

no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 

judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6).  

 

Now that the devil has been taken out of the way God begins his plans for the people that are left 

on this earth. The Church of God, all the saints from Adam till our day today rule the earth with 

Christ, “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I 

saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 

which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 

foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years”(v.4). 

 

Another scripture writes, “And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations 

which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD 

of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.” (Zechariah 14:16). This pictures the reward of the 

saints. These will be ruling in the Kingdom of God with Jesus teaching the nations the laws of 

God. The way of giving, love of God and neighbor. These people that remain will receive their 

first chance for salvation. 

 

These saints at this time are now immortal, “This is the first resurrection.  

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 

power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” 

(vv.5-6). they have received everlasting life by the resurrection from the dead as promised by 

Jesus, see John 5:28-29.  

 

Now what of all the people that have come and gone and have not known the way of God? 

babies that have lived and died? People who have come and gone living in ignorance of God and 

Jesus? The Bible answers that question, “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 

thousand years were finished” (v.5).  

God is going to give all those who have not known God and his way their first chance for 

salvation. At this time God will give them two jubilees to be taught the ways of God. Isaiah says, 

“There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for 

the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be 

accursed.” (Isaiah 65:20). Several important thoughts are wrapped up in this concise prophecy. 

Though many infants will begin life anew at that time, there will be no more infants born from 

that time on. There will be family, marriage and love, but no more human reproduction. The 

aged will begin life anew at that time, but they, too, will fulfill their new span of life. 

At the conclusion there will be two classes-“the child” and “the sinner.” The last part of verse 20 

says “the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.” They shall be burned up as this 

old earth melts with “fervent heat” (II Peter 3:10). They shall be ashes under the soles of the feet 

of the righteous (Malachi 4:3). These people in the second resurrection are still subject to the 

“second death” (Rev 20:6) in the lake of fire. 
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But who are those spoken of in the expression “the child shall die an hundred years old”? The 

“child” is in contrast to “the sinner.” 

One is reminded of Luke 18:17: “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom 

of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” 

The prophecy in Isaiah refers to those who become “as a little child”-childlike in humility, 

openness and sincerity. “The child” is one who is righteous. 

How, then, does one understand the expression that “the child shall die”? 

Because the righteous will not continue to live in the flesh. They shall be given immortality by 

becoming spirit beings, the eternal sons of God, just as the righteous who are alive when Christ 

returns at His Second Coming: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed-in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (I Corinthians 15:51-52). 

Notice: the living righteous, when Christ returns, will not sleep in death, yet they shall die! It is 

“appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). 

The change from mortal to immortal is a death of the cells of the natural body, but it will happen 

“in a moment,” as Paul said, so one will not even be aware of a loss of consciousness! 

Isaiah 65:20 is describing this kind of momentary death, when one is changed to immortality; not 

the lake of fire, which is the second death, which the sinner who is accursed suffers. 

So the great purpose of the second resurrection will be finished in 100 years! Jesus said, “Marvel 

not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,  

“And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 

have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.[Gk. “Krisis” “Judgment”]”(John 5:28-29). 

The two resurrections. One of life everlasting for the people being judged now. The other for the 

rest of the people of this earth to be judged in the second resurrection. This is called the great 

white throne Judgment (Read our booklets on the resurrections for details).  

 

A third Resurrection- in Revelation 20:13-15, the bible speaks of one more resurrection. It 

says, “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 

which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Here is 

pictured another resurrection period. Who are these “dead”? What resurrection is this? 

Notice that there is no statement that the “book of life” is opened up to them. Why is the “book 

of life” not “opened” in connection with those who rise up in this final resurrection? Simply 

because they must have already had their chance for salvation-and rejected it! 
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God said to Moses, “Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.” (Ex 

32:33). They willfully sin without repentance with the knowledge of salvation, and God blots 

them out of the book of life! “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him 

it is sin” (James 4:17). 

God is not willing that any perish, yet it is not His will to force the truth on anyone. He will not 

force salvation down anyone's throat. 

God offers salvation freely to all those who will receive it (Acts 2:21). And He has made every 

man a free moral agent-with the power of volition, the power to choose. Those who do not 

voluntarily accept God's offer and follow that way of life necessary to receive life eternal will not 

receive it. 

Those who will come up in this third resurrection are the incorrigibly wicked. They are the last 

human beings to be resurrected from their graves-from “the sea” (where they may have perished 

in their first life), from death (without burial in their first life), or from “hell” (a hole or grave in 

the ground). 

These miserable beings will be sentenced by God-and executed: “And death and hell were cast 

into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book 

of life was cast into the lake of fire” (verses 14, 15). Lamentably, none who will be resurrected in 

this resurrection will have their names in the Lamb's book of life. Therefore they will all perish! 

 During this time of the second resurrection, like the people of God in this life are being judged 

by God right now (1 Peter 4:17). This time is a process of evaluation rather than an act of 

punishment. Krisis means "the process of investigation, the act of distinguishing and separating, 

. . . a judging, a passing of judgment upon a person or thing" (W.E. Vine, Vine's Complete 

Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, 

1985, p. 119). Krisis is to be distinguished from krima, which refers to "the sentence 

pronounced, a verdict, a condemnation, the decision resulting from an investigation" (ibid.). At 

this time Satan is allowed to be loose once again. After the 1000 years, “he must be loosed a 

little season” (v.3). Satan manages to deceive the nations once again after everything that God 

has done, there are still some people that still reject God and his way, “And when the thousand 

years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,  

“And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 

Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.  

“And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and 

the beloved city:” (vv.7-9). God at this time “fire came down from God out of heaven, and 

devoured them.” (v.9). the ultimate punishment for them, death by fire, burnt up, and no more 

resurrection, this is the second death! Peter tells of this fiery destruction as well, “But the day of 

the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 

noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 

shall be burned up” (2 Peter 2:3). All the earth will be purged of man’s and Satan’s works. 
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Satan’s Fate 

 

“And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast 

and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” (v.10). the 

pagan religions believe that there is a hell that the unrighteous dead go and suffer forever. The 

apostate Christian church adopted this belief as well. But the Bible says the wicked shall be 

“burnt up” and don’t exist anymore, call the second DEATH,” not eternal life in hell. 

 

Satan deceived the world into thinking his fate, is man’s fate. It is Satan that shall be tormented 

forever! Since Satan is a spirit being that is eternal, he cannot be subject to death by fire. But that 

fire can torment him forever and ever. This is the fate of Satan the Devil, NOT MAN’S! 

 

The New Heavens and the New Earth (Rev 21-22) 

 

The last two chapters of Revelation described the “New Jerusalem,” the “tree of life,” and the 

“New heavens and the new earth.” One can say that the Bible is the story of Paradise lost 

(Genesis) and the Paradise found (Revelation). But in this chapter, the New Jerusalem, and the 

new heavens and earth are in different time sequences. 

 

The term “new heavens and new earth” is found, as we saw, in 2 Peter. Speaking of spirit — 

begotten Christians — those who will be part of the Bride of Christ — Peter says, “We, 

according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” 

(2 Peter 3:13). The present earth and heavens are said to be “reserved for fire until the day of 

judgment” (verse 7).  

 

In 2 Peter, the new heavens and earth appear after “the elements melt with fervent heat” (verse 

10). It is a time after “both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up” (verse 10). 

This seems to refer to the lake of fire mentioned in Revelation 20:14-15. In time order, then, the 

“new heavens and the new earth” would appear after the 1,000-year-period and the final 

judgment.  

 

The term “new heavens and new earth” is found in only two other places in the Bible, in Isaiah 

65:17 and 66:22. In the 66th chapter, the term is used as an example of that which endures 

forever, without reference to time. “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, 

[future tense] shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain” 

(Isaiah 66:22). If anything, this passage would indicate the new heavens and new earth come 

after the Millennium, the latter being then in progress as described in verses 12 through 24.  

 

In Isaiah 65:17 we again read of this time. God is pictured as saying: “I create new heavens and a 

new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or come to mind.” The new heavens and new 

earth are again used as a model of permanency. 

 

Now the New Jerusalem we see a different time element. This city is still described as a physical 

city. Nations still bring their glory to her (Rev 21:26). Outside the city are still things that defile 

and are unclean (v.27). The devil attacks it as we read in Rev 20:7-9. The whole earth still needs 

to learn the ways of God in which there is an open invitation (Isaiah 2). In verse 4 the time 
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setting of the New Jerusalem is clear, “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 

there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for 

the former things are passed away.” This occurs after the tribulation and the setting up of the 

kingdom of God (Rev 7:14-17).   

 

New Jerusalem is also the church of God. This is the dwelling place of the church where they 

reign with Christ. Hebrews 12:22-23 says, “But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city 

of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,  

“To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God 

the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,” This is the city of God that comes 

down from heaven at the second coming of Jesus Christ! The bride of Christ which is the church 

(Rev 21:2, 9; Eph 5:23, 32).  

 

The Construction of the City 

 

There is a great similarity between the jewels that are used in the construction of the city, and the 

jewels on the Breastplate of the high priest.  

 

Notice the foundations of the wall of the city: 

 

“And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones.”  

 

 The first foundation was jasper;  

 the second, sapphire;  

 the third, a chalcedony;  

 the fourth, an emerald;  

 The fifth, sardonyx;  

 the sixth, sardius;  

 the seventh, chrysolite;  

 the eighth, beryl; 

 the ninth, a topaz;  

 the tenth, a chrysoprasus;  

 the eleventh, a jacinth;  

 the twelfth, an amethyst.” (vv.19-20).  

 

Each foundation has the names of the apostles of Jesus Christ (v.14). 

 

The Breastplate of Aaron: 

 

“And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones:” 

 

 the first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row.  

 And the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond.  

 And the third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst.  

 And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: 
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“And the stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their 

names, like the engravings of a signet; every one with his name shall they be according to the 

twelve tribes.” (Exodus 28:17-21).  

 

This breastplate is called the “Breastplate of Judgment.”  (Ex 28:15). Notice the purpose of the 

breastplate, “And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of 

judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the 

LORD continually.  

“And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be 

upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of 

the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually.” (Ex 28:29-30). Aaron 

would go before God as intercessor for the people of Israel and bear their burdens before God, 

and seek God’s wisdom to judge the cases of the people. 

 

The New Jerusalem will be the same way. It is the breastplate of Judgment for the entire world. 

The church of God will be Kings and priests (Rev 5:10). Inside the city is the temple of God 

(Rev 7:15; 21:22). There the kings and priests of God will bring the judgment of the people that 

they reign over and bring their cases before God to hear the judgment of God. The New 

Jerusalem will be the breastplate of judgment for the world. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The conclusion of epilogue to the book is found in chapter 22 verse 6: “And he said unto me, 

These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew 

unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.”  

 

John attests that he personally heard and saw all the things he wrote down in Revelation (verse 

8). He stakes his authority as God's apostle on the truthfulness of what we read in the 

Apocalypse. The conclusion stresses two important themes. 

 

First, the book is a genuine, legitimate and truthful account of what is to happen. It is not a 

humanly devised book. The rulers of the universe, God and Jesus Christ, have inspired its 

contents. 

 

Second, the pivotal “end time” prophecies of Revelation are about to occur. They should be 

considered “imminent” or nearby each reader in his or her lifetime. 
  

The nearness of the end time is underscored by this command to John: “Do not seal the words of 

the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand” (Rev. 22:10). Daniel had been given the 

opposite instruction: “Shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end” (Daniel 

12:4). 

 

Daniel personally sought to understand what the prophecies given to him meant. He was told, 

“Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the 
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End” (Daniel 12:9). That's because not even “the wise” would understand until the “time of the 

end” (verse 10). The Apocalypse is the revelation of Jesus Christ. It is meant to enlighten his 

servants-“the wise”-so they can know what is to occur shortly on this earth (Rev. 1:1). 

 

The book of Revelation speaks about the actual “end time” when the plan and purpose of God 

begins its final stage. In principle, however, its message is for people living in all ages. That's 

because “the end” can come at any time to a person, wherever and whenever he or she might 

live. Either the end of his life, or in the end time, the resurrection of the wise is just a twinkling 

of an eye away. 

 

 Revelation offers vital information about how we may be protected from the tribulation and 

wrath yet to come on this world. It speaks to all those who desire to change their lives and bring 

their thoughts and actions into harmony with the Creator God of this universe. 


