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The Biblical View of “Hell” 
 
Is eternity in an ever-burning inferno fate of the wicked? Many assume that it is, but is that what 

the Bible says? To answer that question, we need to understand the four Hebrew and Greek 

words translated “hell” in most versions of the Bible.  
 

Sheol is the Hebrew word translated “hell” throughout the Old Testament. It refers to “the state 

and abode of the dead; hence the grave in which the body rests . . .” (William Wilson, Wilson’s 

Old Testament Word Studies, Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, Massachusetts, “Hell,” p. 215). 

The Expository Dictionary of Bible Words explains, “Thus there are no references to eternal 

destiny but simply to the grave as the resting place of the bodies of all people . . .” (Lawrence O. 

Richards, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1985, p. 336, emphasis added).  
 

Reflecting its true meaning, many more-recent Bible versions translate this word as simply “the 

grave” or leave it un-translated as Sheol. 

 

Among those who knew that they were going to sheol-the grave, not an ever-burning inferno-

were such men of faith as Jacob (Genesis 37:35), Job (Job 14:13), David (Psalm 88:3) and 

Hezekiah (Isaiah 38:10). Clearly, sheol does not refer to a place of eternal torment. 

 

Greek words translated “Hell” 

  
The counterpart of “sheol” in the Greek language is “hades,” which also refers to the grave. In 

the four New Testament verses that quote Old Testament passages containing “sheol,” “hades” is 

used for” sheol” (Matthew 11:23; Luke 10:15; Acts 2:27, 31). As with “sheol,” “hades” is 

rendered as “the grave” or “death” or left un-translated as Hades in recent Bible versions.  
 

Hades likewise does not refer to a place of fiery torment. Indeed, the apostle Peter refers to 

Christ Himself as having been in “Hades” (Acts 2:27, 31) or “hell” (King James Version), 

referring to the time He was entombed before His resurrection. Both words simply refer to the 

grave. 

 

A second Greek word, Tartaroo, is also translated “hell” in the New Testament. This word is 

used only once in the Bible (2 Peter 2:4), where it refers to the place where the fallen angels, or 

demons, are restrained awaiting their judgment. The Expository Dictionary of Bible Words 

explains that Tartaroo means “to confine in Tartaros” and that “Tartaros was the Greek name for 

the mythological abyss in which rebellious gods were confined” (p. 337). Peter used this 

reference to contemporary mythology to show that the sinning angels were “delivered . . . into 

chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment.” These fallen angels are in a condition or place 

of restraint awaiting their ultimate judgment for their rebellion against God and destructive 

influence on humanity. Vincent Word Studies says, “…the place of detention until the 

judgment.” Tartaros applies only to demons. Nowhere does Tartaroo refer to a fiery hell in which 

people are punished after death. 

 

The last remaining word translated “hell”-is the Greek word “Gehenna” It is this word that we 

see a place with fire and people being burned for their unrepentant and rebellion towards God. 
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But is this place, a place of torment forever and ever and ever as the traditional view of hell the 

way people understand it?  
 

Gehenna “is derived from the Hebr[ew] expression, ga-Hinnom, Valley of Hinnom . . . 

Religiously it was a place of idolatrous and human sacrifices . . . In order to put an end to these 

abominations, Josiah polluted it with human bones and other corruptions (2 Kgs. 23:10, 13, 14)” 

(Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary New Testament, AMG Publishers, 

Chattanooga, 1992, p. 360). This place was a valley “west and south of Jerusalem” (Fudge, The 

Fire That Consumes, p.96). 

 

Fudge continues about the history of this valley, “The valley bore this name at least as early as 

the writing of Joshua (Josh. 15:8; 18:16), though nothing is known of its origin. It was the site of 

child sacrifices to Moloch in the days of Ahaz and Manasseh (apparently in 2 Kings 16:3; 21:6). 

This earned it the name ‘Topheth,’ a place to be spat on or abhorred. This ‘Topheth’ may have 

become a gigantic pyre for burning Assyrian corpses in the days of Hezekiah (Isa. 30:31ff.; 

37:36). Jeremiah predicted that it would be filled to overflowing with Israelite corpses when God 

judged the nation for its sins (Jer. 7:31ff.; 19:2-13). Josephus indicates that the same valley was 

heaped with dead bodies of the Jews following the Roman siege of Jerusalem about A.D. 69-70. 

In what is probably the classic Old Testament passage behind New Testament teaching on 

hell, Isaiah pictures a similar scene following the Lord's slaughter of sinners at the end of the 

world (Isa. 66:15f., 24). Josiah desecrated the repugnant valley as part of his godly reform (2 

Kings 23:10). Long before the time of Jesus, the Valley of Hinnom had connotations of whatever 

is condemned, useless, corrupt and forever discarded. 

 

“Between the Testaments a tendency arose in Jewish literature to relate visions of last things to 

names and persons from the Old Testament. Thus Armageddon, Jerusalem and the Garden of 

Eden all became stylized figures of things to come The Valley of Hinnom became gehenna. The 

thought of Gehenna as place of eschatological punishment appears in intertestamental literature 

shortly before 100 B.C., though the actual place is unnamed. It is ‘this accursed valley’ (1 En. 

27:2f.), the ‘station of vengeance’ and ‘future torment’ (2 Bar. 59:1 Of.), the ‘pit of destruction’ 

(Pirke Aboth 5:19), the ‘furnace of Gehenna’ and ‘pit of torment’ (4 Esd. 7:36). 

 

“The imagery becomes almost commonplace in Jewish literature of this period, but there is 

contradictory testimony as to exactly what happens in Gehenna. We have already mentioned a 

few passages in the Pseudepigrapha which seemingly anticipate everlasting torment, as well as 

one such verse in the Apocrypha. Many other passages within the intertestamental literature 

also picture the wicked being punished by fire, but this is the consuming, unquenchable fire of 

the Old Testament which utterly destroys, leaving only smoke as its witness. Certainly to those 

who first heard the Lord, Gehenna would convey a sense of horror and disgust. Beyond that, 

however, one must speak with extreme caution. 

 

“It is commonly said that Gehenna served as Jerusalem's garbage dump, ‘a necessary 

hygienic incinerator outside the walls,’ though some have asked for more evidence. Here is one 

attempt to describe the scene: 
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“ ‘Here the fires burned day and night, destroying the garbage and purifying the atmosphere from 

the smell of rotten fish or decaying vegetation. In time of war the carcasses of vanquished 

enemies might mingle with the refuse, thus furnishing patriotic writers with a clue as to the 

destiny of their own persecutors. They were destined to be destroyed in the fires that were never 

quenched.’ 

 

“If this was the case, Gehenna once more was a place of undying worm and irresistible fire, an 

abhorrent place of crawling maggots and smouldering heat.” (ibid, pp.96-97, emphasis added). 

Sifting through all the myths and the legends between the testaments, and after Jesus’ death, 

Fudge concludes, “At the end of our search we must come again to the fullness of Jesus’ 

teaching…as seen against the background of the OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES and as 

illuminated by the post Pentecost writings of the spirit filled men who later ‘remembered and 

understood’ Jesus’ teachings” (ibid, p.99, emphasis added). This was the city’s garbage dump 

with a long history of evil, death and destruction. But it also has a future fulfillment. 

 

At the end of this age, at the crisis at the end of this world's civilization, the prophesied Beast of 

the book of Revelation, a Satan-inspired political dictator and a miracle-working religious figure, 

the False Prophet, working with him will resist the re-establishment of the government of God by 

fighting against Jesus Christ at His Second Coming. Their fate is revealed by the apostle John: 

"And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet .... These both were cast alive into a 

lake of fire burning with brimstone" (Rev. 19:20). 

 

Where will this temporary lake of fire this “hell” be? 

 

 
 

The prophet Isaiah wrote of this lake of fire prepared for the Beast: “For Tophet [in the valley of 

Hinnom] is ordained of old, yea, for the king it is prepared, he hath made it deep and large, the 

pile thereof is fire and wood, the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it” 

(Isa. 30:33). So Gahenna was a place southwest of Jerusalem. A place where the city dump was 

with continual fires burning up trash, and bodies of dead animals and criminals as well. These 

were burnt up, consumed and became ashes. Jesus used the same analogy for the fate of the 

wicked, that will happen in that same valley, where the wicked shall be destroyed. Not a place of 

torment forever, underneath the earth where the devil and the demons torment people for all 

eternity. 

 “Our Lord here alludes to the 

valley of the son of Hinnom, גי 

 Ghi hinom. This place was הנם

near Jerusalem, and had been 

formerly used for those 

abominable sacrifices, in which 

the idolatrous Jews had caused 

their children to pass through the 

fire to Molech. A particular place 

in this valley was called 

Tophet…” (Clarke). 
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Inferno to destroy the wicked 

 
Gehenna is used 12 times in the Bible, with 11 of those recording Christ’s words. When Jesus 

spoke of gehenna, His listeners knew that this “hell” was a consuming fire in which garbage and 

the bodies of the wicked were destroyed. He bluntly warned that this destroying fire would be 

the fate of the incorrigibly wicked (Matthew 5:22, 29-30; 23:15, 33; Luke 12:5). 

 

At the time of the second coming of Jesus, two characters called the “Beast” and the “False 

Prophet,” will be cast into this Gahenna of fire. The 1000 year reign of Christ will take place, 

and Satan the Devil is locked in the bottomless pit (Rev 20:3). Then there will be the second 

resurrection after the 1000 years, “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 

years were finished…” (Rev 20:5). These will be resurrected back into their physical bodies and 

get their first chance for salvation. All those who never knew Christ, never had a chance to know 

God’s ways and laws. People from Japan to Indonesia, from Europe to Saudi Arabia and so on, 

will get their first chance to know the Truth of God. As God says, “And he will destroy in this 

mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all 

nations” (Isaiah 25:7). The deception of Satan the Devil that has, “…hath blinded the minds of 

them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 

should shine unto them.” (2 Corinth 4:4). 

 

At the time of the second resurrection, those will stand before God and those who accept the 

Lord and his ways will be added to the “book of life” and be “… judged out of those things 

which were written in the books, according to their works” (Rev 20:12). Just as God people are 

now, in the lambs book of life, being judged now, chastened of God and corrected so they can 

receive eternal life (1 Peter 4:17; Hebrew 12:5-6). 

 

These will have the same chance as God’s church has today, but are still subject to the “second 

death” (Rev 20:6). The Christian today if he or she falls from the truth and does not repent is 

subject to the second death as well, see Hebrews 6:1-8. 

 

Also, as we in the church of God are exposed to the “god of this world” Satan the devil, so will 

the people of the second resurrection. “And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is 

the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 

“And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should 

deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 

loosed a little season. And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of 

his prison, 

“And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 

Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 

“And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and 

the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them” (Rev 20:2-3, 

7-9). 

 

It is at this time, those who fall into the deception of Satan after knowing the truth, these, and 

also those at the beginning of this second resurrection who still rejected Christ, and were not 

added to the book of life, the fire of Gahenna will be rekindled, and the Devil and his demons 
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and are cast into that lake of fire Rev 20:10. They “…shall be tormented day and night forever 

and ever.” 

 

Then we see the people who were not found in the book of life thrown into the lake of fire, these 

are those people of the second resurrection who rejected Christ at the beginning, and those who 

accepted but fell away. But we also see a third resurrection, “And the sea gave up the dead 

which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were 

judged every man according to their works. 

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. “ (Rev 

20:13-15). Who are these people? People in this life who knew the way of God, begotten by the 

Holy Spirit, and have rejected it. They will be thrown into the lake of fire. But are the wicked 

tormented forever like Satan and his demons? 

 

Will the Wicked Be Tormented Forever? 

 
 “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and 

his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  

“The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into 

the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of 

the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends 

forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and 

whoever receives the mark of his name” (Revelation 14:10-11). This is the favorite scripture of 

people who believe in an everlasting torment, a place called Hell in the traditional sense. But is 

it? 

 

At first glance, this may seem to confirm the traditional idea of a seething, sulfurous hellfire, 

mercilessly and eternally tormenting helpless immortal souls. But, if we don’t already hold to 

that mental picture of hell, we can see that this passage describes a quite different circumstance. 

 

First the declaration is made, “ If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark 

in his forehead, or in his hand,  

“The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into 

the cup of his indignation…” The wrath of God takes place where? On this earth!  

 

“And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour 

out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.  

“And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous 

sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his 

image.” (Rev 16:1-2).  Scripture says the wrath of God takes place on the earth. So Revelation 

14:9-10 takes place on the earth! 

 

Now the latter end of Rev 14:10 says “and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 

presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:” What is the time setting of this 

event? Well, “in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.” Is Jesus in 
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hell? Isn’t the traditional view of hell a place for Satan the Devil? If you believe in the traditional 

view of hell then this is all wrong isn’t it?  

 

But when we look at other scriptures we can understand that it’s at the second coming of Jesus. 

Notice Revelation 19:11, 19-20: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 

that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make 

war… And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 

make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.  

“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with 

which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 

image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”  It’s “in the 

presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb”- the second coming of Jesus.  

 

Notice during the wrath of God on earth in Revelation 16:8-11: “And the fourth angel poured out 

his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire.  

“And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power 

over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.  

“And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of 

darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,  

“And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of 

their deeds.” These are people during the wrath of God, with all the signs and the Revelation of 

Christ obvious to them, something no one can deny, God gives them a choice, and if they still 

deny it, and harden their hearts, then are subject to the lake of fire. 

 

So Revelation 14:10 is simple when all the scriptures are put together: “The same shall drink of 

the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 

indignation;” On this earth during the wrath of God-God gives these people a chance to repent 

and change their ways.  

  

Then if they do not repent, “and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of 

the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:” Notice it is in the future tense. This will 

culminate into the time of the wicked burning in the lake of fire. 

 

The word “and” in the Greek is “Kai” (Strong’s #2532). Vine’s Expository Dictionary of 

Biblical Words says this about “Kai,” “The particle kai, ‘and.’ chiefly used for connecting words, 

clauses and sentences (the copulative or connective use), not infrequently signifies ‘also.’ This is 

the adjunctive, or amplificatory, use, and it is to be distinguished from the purely copulative 

significance ‘and.’’’ (pp.693, emphasis added).  

 

Thayer’s says Kai has, “…a copulative and sometimes also a cumulative force.” 

  

Strong’s says, “Apparently a primary particle, having a copulative and sometimes also a 

cumulative force; and, also, even, so, then, too, etc.; often used in connection (or composition) 

with other particles or small words:” (entry 2532). Since we understand that those who do not 

repent during the wrath of God, the end result will be torment in the fire in the future, this is the 

context, the end result “and he shall be [the end result of not repenting] tormented with fire and 
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brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.” This takes placed 

at the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

Rising Smoke  

 

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor 

night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.” 

(Rev 14:11).  

 

A careful examination of this verse reveals the utter destruction of the wicked as opposed to 

eternal torments. As Jesus said, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 

the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell [Gahenna].” 

(Matthew 10:28).  

 

First, notice that the smoke of their torment ascends forever; it does not say that their torment 

continues forever. Smoke is what remains of the burned bodies of those who worshiped “the 

beast and his image” (verse 9), the political and false religious system Jesus will destroy and 

replace at His return. 

 

In Genesis 19:28 when Abraham saw the destruction of Sodom which is a type of the Lake of 

Fire (Jude 1:7), it says, “And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of 

the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.” 

Nothing remained. It says God “destroyed the cities of the plain” (v.29).  

 

Henry Alford’s The Greek New Testament says of Rev 14:11 that it is a, “ref. Isaiah. from which 

the imagery comes.”  

 

In the book of Isaiah we find the fate of Edom in the language strikingly similar to that of 

Revelation 14:10: “And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into 

brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. 

“It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up forever: from generation 

to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and ever” (Isaiah 34:9-10). As 

in Revelation 14, we see the unquenchable fire, the sulphur (brimstone), and the smoke that goes 

up forever, night and day. Does this means Edom was to burn forever? The answer is in the next 

verse: “from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and 

ever” (v.10). The unquenchable fire is “no put out until it has completely destroyed…There is no 

relief from its burning until it has finished its work” (The Fire that consumes, p.188).  

 

In verse 12 of that chapter it also says, “all her princes shall be nothing.” Complete destruction 

and annihilation.  

 

“...it is evident that the unquenchable fire and the ever ascending smoke are metaphoric symbols 

of complete destruction, extermination and annihilation” (Immortality or Resurrection, 

Bacchiocchi, p.212, emphasis added). If this is the meaning of the imagery in the Old Testament, 

then we have reason to believe that the text under consideration has the same meaning. 
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This conclusion is supported by John’s vision of Babylon the Great in Revelation 18. The city 

“shall be burned with fire” (v.8), “And her smoke rose up forever and ever” (Rev 19:3). Does 

this mean Babylon will burn for eternity? Obviously not, because the merchants cry: “Alas, alas 

that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come...for in one hour 

is she made desolate...and shall be found no more at all” (Rev 18:10, 19, 21). It is obvious that 

the smoke of her torment that goes “up forever and ever” represents complete destruction 

because the city “shall be found no more” (Rev 18:21). 

 

Notice David’s comment that the wicked will not be tormented forever, but will go up “into 

smoke” and “perish”: “But the wicked shall perish; and the enemies of the LORD, like the 

splendor of the meadows, shall vanish. Into smoke they [the wicked] shall vanish away” (Psalm 

37:20). 

 

Malachi clarifies that the wicked will be destroyed and become ashes under the feet of the 

righteous: “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who 

do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,’ says the LORD 

of hosts, ‘that will leave them neither root nor branch. But to you who fear My name the Sun of 

Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-

fed calves. You shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on 

the day that I do this,’ says the LORD of Hosts” (Malachi 4:1-3). 

 

“No rest day or night” 

 

Now the latter end of the verse says, “…and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the 

beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.” (Rev 14:11).  Does this 

mean people in hell are continually being tormented?  

 

Greek expresses this kind-of-time by the genitive case form “day and night.”  (H.E. Dana 

and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament p.77).  

 

We may describe an action or event several ways with reference to time. We might talk of a kind 

of time. Paul worked and prayed ‘night and day’ (I Thess. 2:9; 3:10), but he did neither non-stop. 

Sometimes he prayed at night, sometimes by day; the same may be said for his working.  

 

Or we might speak of a point of time. Peter would deny Jesus in a particular night (Mark 14:30. 

Greek expresses point-of-time by the locative case. (H.E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual 

Grammar of the Greek New Testament p.87).  

 

Or one might speak of a duration of time. Jesus spoke of the seed which sprouts and grows ‘night 

and day’ (Mark 4:27). All day the seed is growing; all night it is growing too. Greek expresses 

such duration-of time by the accusative case (H.E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual 

Grammar of the Greek New Testament p.93).  

 

This genitive use is also found by John’s ‘day and night’ to describe the living creatures praising 

(Rev1: 8), the martyrs serving (Rev. 7:15), Satan accusing (Rev. 12:10), and (Rev. 20:10). In 

each case the thought is the same: the action described is not by nature a daytime action, nor is it 
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a nighttime action. Guillebaud says, there will be “no break or intermission in the suffering of the 

followers of the beast, while it continues, but in themselves they do not say that it will continue 

forever” (Righteous, Judge p.24, emphasis added).  

 

Now is this torment in Hell, or even the “lake of Fire.”? No it is taking place on this earth during 

the wrath of God when one realizes its proper context. These are people who suffer God’s wrath 

eventually get thrown into the Lake of Fire because they do not repent! One event leads into the 

other. Notice the context of this verse and the next. The Pulpit Commentary says, “ ‘No rest,’ in 

contrast with the blessed rest of the saints (ver. 13). Wordsworth says, Oi proskunountev to 

yhrion is a stronger expression than ‘those who worship the beast;’ it means those whose 

distinguishing characteristic is that they are worshipping the beast, and persist in worshipping 

him, even to the end.” (emphasis added). This is not taking place in the lake of fire or hell, but 

here on earth at the time of the day of the Lord. These people are being compared to the people 

of God in verse 13.  

 

The Ferrar Fenton Translation makes it clear, “And those who pay homage to the beast and his 

image, and whoever receives the mark of his name, shall have no rest day or night. 

“However there is consolation for the holy; those who keep the commandments of God and the 

Faith of Jesus” 

“I also heard a voice from Heaven saying ‘Write Happy are the dead who die in the Lord from 

now’ ‘Yes’ says the Spirit, ‘for they shall rest from their labours; and their works accompany 

them”’ (vv.12-13). In contrast to the Christians, who labor in this life and are killed because of 

their faith, they shall have rest, as opposed to the followers of the Beast, these shall not have rest 

if they continue in their sins and oppose God. As other prophecies say during the time of the 

wrath of God, “And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to 

die, and death shall flee from them” (Rev 9:6). 

 

God gives them in his wrath and chance to repent (Rev 16:9-11) and they do not, so God says in 

Malachi 4 during the day of the Lord at its end he will “burn them up” and when they are 

consumed all that is left is the “smoke” of their torment.  

 

These have no rest day or night until it is over-it continues till it’s done. Like someone suffers 

from an affliction-He or she suffers till it’s over. People during God’s wrath will suffer till it’s 

done, when they are consumed in the lake of fire at the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

Immortal Worms in Hell? 

 
“It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be 

cast into hell fire-where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched’ “ (Mark 9:47-48). 

Did Jesus here warn of an eternal torment in hellfire? 

 

The words in the phrase “hell fire,” above, are translated from the Greek word gehenna. Jesus 

here again referred to the valley of Hinnom, just outside of Jerusalem. As we have seen this area 

was a garbage dump in which fires burned constantly, fueled by trash and the dead bodies of 

animals and criminals that were consumed. 
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Jesus used this desolate and miserable place as symbolic of the fate of unrepentant sinners. 

Notice that Jesus says the “worm” does not die, not that the people punished in hellfire do not 

die. Jesus quoted from Isaiah 66:24 which says, “And they shall go forth, and look upon the 

carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither 

shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.” The lexicons say that 

the word in Hebrew and Greek for the word “worm” should really say “maggot” or “grub.” 

 

Burned remains of the bodies in the original gehenna, the Valley of Hinnom, decomposed and 

were infested with maggots. The fire was not extinguished-it burned as long as there was trash to 

keep it burning-and the maggots (the “worms” of Mark 9:48) were not destroyed. Maggots are 

the wormlike larvae of flies. Flies swarm over the decaying refuse and keep it continuously 

infested with maggots. They continue for only a few days in this larva form, then pupate and 

finally emerge as flies, later dying. It’s a collective expression for all the worms that devour dead 

matter. These worms do not die, but pupate and become flies. Later, these flies like all other 

animals will return to the dust from which they come. "All are of the dust, and all turn to dust 

again" (Eccl. 3:20). 

 

The "fire that never shall be quenched" is a description showing that God will permit nothing to 

put out or quench this fire. It will simply burn up the bodies of the wicked until all be consumed! 

It is used frequently in Scripture to signify a fire that consumes (Ezek 20:47-48) and reduces to 

nothing (Am 5:5-6; Matt 3:12). Unrepentant sinners will not be tormented forever; they will be 

completely and permanently destroyed in the lake of fire, referred to in Revelation 20:14. 

 

Daniel 12:2: “Everlasting Contempt” In addition to Isaiah’s vision of the dead is Daniel’s 

vision of the wicked, “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 

everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” Some teach that whereas the 

godly will be raised to never-ending life, the wicked will be raised to never-ending disgrace, or 

torment in hell. Is this what Daniel is saying? 

 

The Hebrew term deraon translated “contempt” also appears in Isaiah 66:24 in which it is 

translated “loathsome” and describes the unburied corpses. In his commentary on The Book of 

Daniel, André Lacocque notes that the meaning of deraon both “here [Dan 12:2] and in Isaiah 

66:24 is the decomposition of the wicked.” (p.241). This means that the “contempt” is caused by 

the disgust over the decomposition of their bodies, and not by the never ending suffering of the 

wicked. As Emmanuel Petavel puts it: “The sentiment of the survivors is disgust, not pity.” (The 

Problem of Immortality, p. 323). 

 

“Salted with Fire” 

 
Many take the words of Jesus when he said, “For every one shall be salted with fire, and every 

sacrifice shall be salted with salt.” (Mark 9:49). Many who believe in the traditional view of hell 

say that this verse proves that Jesus was saying, “that fire shall be to them, what salt is to flesh; 

as that keeps flesh from putrefaction and corruption, so the fire of hell, as it will burn, torture, 

and distress rebellious sinners, it will preserve them in their beings; they shall not be consumed 

by it, but continued in it:” (Gill’s Commentary). Is this the right interpretation of this verse? 
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Notice what Jesus says in connection with the next verse which most tend to leave out, “For 

every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.  

“Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in 

yourselves, and have peace one with another.” (vv.49-50).  

 

One must realize Jesus is speaking of two groups of people here. The ones who are “salted with 

fire” and the ones “salted with salt.” Salt preserves, fire consumes. Lightfoot in his Commentary 

of the NT from the Talmud and the Hebraica makes the distinction: 

 

“All;  is not to be understood of every man,  but of every one of them  ‘whose worm dieth not,’  

etc…in the former clause [first part of v.49],  the allusion was not to the fire of the altar,  but to 

the fire in the valley of Hinnom,  where dead carcasses,  bones,  and other filthy things were 

consumed.  Carcasses crawl with worms;  and instead of salt which secures against worms,  they 

shall be cast into the fire,  and shall be seasoned with flames,  and yet the worms shall not 

die…[And every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.]  Here the discourse is of salting,  which was 

done at the altar,  see Lev 2:13…But he that is a true sacrifice to God shall be seasoned with the 

salt of grace to the incorruption of glory. 

 

“Every sacrifice;  saith our Saviour,  concerning holy men seasoned with grace:  so the prophet,  

‘They shall bring your brethren for a gift to the Lord,  as the children of Israel do the sacrifices.’ 

 

“Shall be seasoned with fire;  saith our Saviour of wicked men:  in the same sense Isaiah,  ‘They 

shall be in unquenchable fire,  and yet their worm shall not die.’ 

 

“Their fire and their worm:  whose?  Concerning the former,  it is somewhat obscure in our 

Saviour's words,  and so,  indeed,  that it is without all obscurity that he refers his words only to 

the words of Isaiah:  but who they are in Isaiah [66:24] is plain enough [the wicked].” (Emphasis 

his and mine).  

 

So the first half of the verse that is speaking of those seasoned with fire are the wicked who will 

be consumed by fire. The latter half of that verse of those seasoned with salt, is speaking of 

Christian believers who are the “salt of the earth” and the “living sacrifices” who will be 

preserved with eternal life. (Matthew 5:13; Rom 12:1). 

 

 The Beast and the False Prophet? 

 
“The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and 

the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night forever and ever.” (Revelation 

20:10). Does this verse say that the beast and false prophet will be tormented for eternity? 

 

The beast and false prophet are human beings. While still alive, they will be cast into the lake of 

fire. “Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his 

presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who 

worshipped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone” 

(Revelation 19:20). 
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Revelation 14:10-11 and Mark 9:47-48 reveals that any human being thrown into the lake of fire 

will be destroyed. He will perish. His punishment will be permanent. But he will not be 

tormented for eternity! 

 

Notice in the King James and the New King James translations of Revelation 20:10 that the word 

“are” is in italics. This indicates that the word was not in the original manuscripts from which the 

translation was made; it was added by the translators to make the verse more readable. The word 

“were” would be more appropriate, “No verb. Read ‘were’, or ‘were cast’’’ (Bullinger’s 

Companion Bible, p.1911). This means, there is no verb in the Greek language, so that the 

translators had to ADD a verb — they ADDED the English word “are,” based on how they 

understood the meaning of the sentence. However, the addition of the word “are” is clearly 

WRONG in this context. 

 

The verse would then properly indicate that the devil is to be cast into the lake of fire that had 

already consumed and destroyed the beast and false prophet. So it should read “where the beast 

and the false prophet were cast.” Since there needs to be an addition of a word or phrase in 

Revelation 20:10 (“where the beast and the false prophet…”), the words to be added should be, 

“were cast,” so that the sentence reads: “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake 

of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet WERE CAST [namely, one thousand 

years earlier, as reported in Revelation 19:20]…” 

 

It is not uncommon in the Greek to leave out a verb or phrase in a sentence, when the previous 

clause dictates what words are to be added. However, the words to be added are to be in 

harmony with the previous clause. In Revelation 20:10, we read that the devil WAS CAST into 

the lake of fire. It is that clause (“was cast”) that must be added in the next phrase — that is, 

“where the beast and the false prophet WERE CAST.” 

 

For instance, we find a similar occurrence in 1 Corinthians 10:24: “Let no one seek his own, but 

each one the other’s well being.” In order to understand this passage correctly, one has to repeat 

in the second phrase the beginning of the first phrase. The clear and intended meaning is: “Let no 

one seek his own, but LET each one SEEK the other’s well-being.” 

 

Let’s note how the Revised English Bible translates Revelation 20:10: 

 

“Their seducer, the Devil, was flung into the lake of fire and sulphur, where the beast and the 

false prophet HAD BEEN FLUNG…” 

 

The New International Version states: “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 

lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet HAD BEEN THROWN…” 

 

Most translations continue this sentence, however, by saying: “…and THEY shall be tormented 

day and night for ever and ever.” From this rendition, commentators argue that not only the 

devil, but also the beast and the false prophet will be tormented for all eternity, as otherwise, the 

sentence would have to continue to read: “…and HE (that is, the devil) shall be tormented day 

and night for ever and ever.” 
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Not all agree. As we saw, the Authorized Version OMITS the word, “they,” and renders the 

continuation of the sentence: “… and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever,” 

indicating that the subject is the devil, and not the beast and the false prophet. The Revised 

English Bible translates: 

 

“Their seducer, the Devil, was flung into the lake of fire and sulphur, where the beast and the 

false prophet had been flung to be tormented day and night for ever.” 

 

Of course, by omitting to place a comma after “had been flung,” they give the impression that it 

is the beast and the false prophet who will be tormented forever and ever. But since the clause 

“where the beast and the false prophet had been flung,” is clearly an inserted thought, a relative 

sentence, the rendering should obviously include a comma after “had been flung,” making it 

clear that it is the DEVIL who is to be tormented day and night forever. The translation of the 

Revised English Bible should read: 

 

“Their seducer, the Devil, was flung into the lake of fire and sulphur, where the beast and the 

false prophet had been flung, to be tormented day and night for ever.” 

 

Some insist, however, that the clause “THEY shall be tormented” is correct, as it is a translation 

of the Greek verb, “basanisthesontai,” which, they say, is a plural verb. If this conclusion is 

correct, then we must ask the question to whom the plural verb refers? 

 

When we realize for WHOM the lake of fire was prepared, the answer would be obvious. We 

read in Matthew 25:41 that the lake of fire was “prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

 

Therefore, it will be the devil and his demons who will be tormented in the lake of fire, as long 

as that lake exists. Since spirit beings can’t die (compare Luke 20:36), they will be tormented — 

in a spiritual way — while being confined to the lake of fire, when they experience their inability 

to deceive man anymore, and when they see all their “works” and evil “accomplishments” 

replaced by the good and prosperous ways of God. 

 

Following this explanation, we need to realize that the fact that the Scripture in Revelation 20:10 

only refers to the devil, but then speaks about the devil and demons (“THEY will be tormented”), 

is a structure in the Greek language, known as “metonymy.” This is a figure of speech, 

substituting an associated term for the name itself, as in “the crown decrees” for “the ruler 

decrees.” The Greek word, “metonymy,” is derived from the Greek “meta,” meaning “altered” 

and “onyma,” “meaning “name.” (Compare Britannica World Language Dictionary). It means 

here that it refers first to the main representative, the devil, while subsequently including those 

whom he represents, the demons. 

 

The Bible uses that way of speaking on occasion. Note one example for this “figure of speech” in 

the report of the demons possessing the herd of swine. In the record of Matthew, we are clearly 

told that Christ dealt with TWO demon-possessed men (Matthew 8:28-32). However, in the 

record of Mark, we are only told about ONE demon-possessed man (Mark 5:1-13). It is obvious, 

then, that the one man mentioned in Mark was the spokesman or leader of the other man, 
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mentioned in Matthew. In the same way, the devil in Revelation 20:10 is the leader or 

representative of all the demons, mentioned or referred to in the latter part of the same sentence. 

 

To conclude one must realize that there is the “second death.” The wages of sin is “death” (Rom 

6:23). Not the wages of sin is everlasting life in hell- fire. The beast and the false prophet are 

consumed and destroyed (Matt 10:28), so the only correct rendering is “were cast.” Many other 

translations realize this and have put “were” or “lie” or “thrown.” (see WNT, MKJV, LITV, 

MOFFATT, ISV, GW, GNB, ESV, CLV). 

 

“Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth”? 

 
“Four times in the Gospel of Matthew we are told that on the day of Judgment, ‘there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth’ (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30). Believers in literal eternal 

hell fire generally assume that the ‘weeping and gnashing of teeth’ describes the conscious agony 

experienced by the lost for all eternity. A look at the context of each text suggests, however, that 

the ‘weeping and grinding of teeth’ occurs in the context of separation or expulsion that occurs at 

the final judgment. 

 

“Both phrases derive most likely from the ‘weeping and gnashing of teeth’ associated with the 

day of the Lord in the Old Testament. For example, Zephaniah describes the Day of the Lord in 

the following words: ‘The Day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice 

of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly’ (Zeph 1:14). In a similar fashion, 

the Psalmist says: ‘The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and 

melt away; the desire of the wicked shall perish’ (Psalm 112:10). Here the Psalmist clearly 

indicates that the gnashing of teeth is the outcome of the judgment of the wicked which 

ultimately results in their destruction. 

 

“Edward Fudge perceptively observes that ‘the expression’ ‘weeping and grinding of teeth’ 

seems to indicate two separate activities. The first reflects the terror of the doomed as they begin 

truly to realize that God has thrown them out as worthless and as they anticipate the execution of 

his sentence. The second seems to express the bitter rage and acrimony they feel toward God, 

who sentenced them, and toward the redeemed, who will forever be blessed”’ (Immortality or 

Resurrection, p.209, emphasis his and mine). 

 

What does it Mean by “Eternal,” or “Everlasting”? 

 
Jesus spoke of the “danger of eternal damnation:” (Mark 3:29). He also spoke of “everlasting 

punishment” (Matt 25:46), and “everlasting fire” (Matt 18:8). Many believers of the traditional 

view of hell take these scriptures to prove that the wicked are tormented forever in the fiery pits 

of hell. 

 

“Eternal” often refers to the permanence of the result rather than the continuation of a process. 

For example, Jude 7 says that Sodom and Gomorrah underwent “a punishment of eternal 

[aionios] fire.” It is evident that the fire that destroyed the two cities is eternal, not because of its 

duration but because of its permanent results. 
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John Stott rightly points out, “The fire itself is termed ‘eternal’ and ‘unquenchable,’ but it would 

be very odd if what is thrown into it proves indestructible. Our expectation would be the 

opposite: it would be consumed forever, not tormented forever. Hence it is the smoke (evidence 

that the fire has done its work) which ‘rises forever and ever’ (Rev 14:11; cf. 19:3).” (Essentials: 

A Liberal-Evangelical Dialogue (London, 1988), p. 316, emphasis added). 

 

The fire is “eternal–aionios,” not because of its endless duration, but because of its complete 

consumption and annihilation of the wicked. This is indicated clearly by the fact that the lake of 

fire, in which the wicked are thrown, is called explicitly “the second death” (Rev 20:14; 21:8), 

because, it causes the final, radical, and irreversible extinction of life. 

 

The Greek word “aionios” translated “eternal” or “everlasting,” literally means “lasting for an 

age.” “Ancient Greek papyri contain numerous examples of Roman emperors being described as 

aionios. What is meant is that they held their office for life. Unfortunately, the English words 

‘eternal’ or ‘everlasting’ do not accurately render the meaning of aionios, which literally means 

‘age-lasting.’ In other words, while the Greek aionios expresses perpetuity within limits, the 

English “eternal” or “everlasting” denotes unlimited duration.” (Immortality or Resurrection, 

p.210, emphasis his). 

 

Basil Atkinson keenly observes, “When the adjective aionios meaning ‘everlasting’ is used in 

Greek with nouns of action it has reference to the result of the action, not the process. Thus the 

phrase ‘everlasting punishment’ is comparable to ‘everlasting redemption’ and ‘everlasting 

salvation,’ both Scriptural phrases. No one supposes that we are being redeemed or being saved 

forever. We were redeemed and saved once for all by Christ with eternal results. In the same 

way the lost will not be passing through a process of punishment for ever but will be punished 

once and for all with eternal results. On the other hand the noun ‘life’ is not a noun of action, 

but a noun expressing a state. Thus the life itself is eternal.” (Life and Immortality. An 

Examination of the Nature and Meaning of Life and Death as They Are Revealed in the 

Scriptures (Taunton, England, n. d.), p. 101, emphasis added).  

 

One example is in the book of Hebrews. Paul was speaking of the sacrifices, and how animal 

sacrifices if they could take away sin “would they not have ceased to be offered?” (Hebrew 

10:2). Then, he speaks of Christ sacrifice, the perfect sacrifice, and it was, “By the which will we 

are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all…For by one offering 

he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” (v.10, 14). The offering of the body of Christ 

made once, we are “perfected forever.” It is not a continual process, the results are permanent! 

 

Another example to support this conclusion is found in 2 Thessalonians 1:9, where Paul, 

speaking of those who reject the Gospel, says: “Who shall be punished with everlasting 

destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” It is evident that the 

destruction of the wicked cannot be eternal in its duration, because it is difficult to imagine an 

eternal, inconclusive process of destruction. Destruction presupposes annihilation. The 

destruction of the wicked is eternal–aionios, not because the process of destruction continues 

forever, but because the results are permanent. In the same way, the “eternal punishment” of 

Matthew 25:46 is eternal because its results are permanent. It is a punishment that results in their 

eternal destruction or annihilation. 
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Eternal PunishMENT Not Eternal PunishING 

 
Gehenna was a place of DESTRUCTION and DEATH - not a place of living torture! Jesus was 

talking to Jews who understood all about this Gehenna or Valley of Hinnom. Utter 

DESTRUCTION by fire was complete. NOTHING was left, but ashes! 

 

The PUNISHMENT is DEATH. It is the second death, from which there shall be no 

resurrection! The PUNISHMENT is for ETERNITY - DEATH for eternity - ETERNAL 

punishment - but NO where does THE BIBLE say anything about the PAGAN teaching of 

eternal punishING. It’s eternal punishMENT, not eternal punishING! 
 

When Jesus spoke of being cast into “gehenna FIRE,” he was using this expression as an 

illustration of the LAKE OF FIRE, which THE BIBLE reveals is to be THE PLACE of this final 

punishment – this second DEATH. He referred to Revelation 20:14: “And death and hell were 

cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” THAT fire will be much hotter than Dante’s 

imaginary HELL! (Quotes from “To Hell and Back”). 

 

Meaning of Punishment- The word punishment in the Greek is “Kolasis.” Moulton and 

Milligan’s Vocabulary of the Greek Testament shows that the word was used at the time with the 

meaning of “pruning” or “cutting down” of dead wood. If this is the meaning here, it reflects the 

Old Testament phrase “shall be cut off from his people” (Ex 30:33, 38; Lev 7:20). This would 

mean that “eternal punishment” of the wicked consists in their being permanently cut off from 

mankind, from the living! 

 

Origins of Hell 

 
So what are the origins of the traditional view of hell? Bacchiocchi writes, “The ultimate fate of 

the lost is destruction by eternal fire and not punishment by eternal torment. The notion of the 

eternal torment of the wicked can only be defended by accepting the Greek view of the 

immortality and indestructibility of the soul, a concept which we have found to be foreign to 

Scripture.” (Immortality or Resurrection, p.211, emphasis added). If not in scripture, the origin 

of the hell by simple process of elimination must be found in paganism. 

 

Of all poets of modern times, Dante Alighieri was, perhaps, the greatest educator. He possibly 

had a greater influence on the course of civilization than any other one man since his day. He 

wrote, in incomprehensible verse, an imaginative and lurid account of a dismal journey through a 

lurid hell – a long poem containing certain phrases which have caught the attention of the world, 

such as, “All hope abandon, Ye, who enter here.” This had a tremendous impression and 

influence on the popular Christian thought and teaching. His Inferno was based on Virgil and 

Plato. 

 

Dante is reported to have been so fascinated and enraptured by the ideas and philosophies of 

Plato and Virgil, pagan philosophers, that he believed they were divinely inspired. Here is a 

comment on Virgil, from the Americana: “VIRGIL, pagan Roman poet, 70-19 B.C. belonged to 

the national school of pagan Roman thought, influenced by the Greek writers. Christians of the 

Middle Ages, including Dante, believed he had received some measure of divine inspiration.” 
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There is the general statement of the popular belief about hell, and that belief came from the 

imaginations of pagans who knew not God! Ancient peoples Greeks and Romans especially 

revealed in fanciful accounts of heroes who dared pass through these fearful portals and into the 

Dark Realm. One of the earliest accounts of such a journey is found in The Odyssey. It is an 

ancient epic poem by the Greek poet Homer (8th century B.C.). Homer writes of the Greek hero 

Odysseus (Ulysses), the lost king of Ithaca, who wandered the seas in search of his home for 10 

years following the fall of Troy. In desperation, Odysseus reputedly found his way into the 

"abode of departed spirits" to learn from the ghost of a famous seer how he might find his home. 

 

The underworld described by Homer was a shadowy place of dreary darkness lying beneath the 

secret places of the earth. Though a place of gloom, it was not pictured as one of punishment and 

torture as is the traditional Christian or Oriental hell. 

 

Homer called the place of the dead the “House of Hades.” Hades (the Romans called him Pluto) 

was the Greek king of the underworld, god of death. Eventually, Hades became the common 

name for the underworld itself. The ancient classicists believed that five rivers flowed through 

the underworld. The principal one was the Styx, across which the aged boatman Charon ferried 

the souls of the dead. (The Styx was an actual stream that disappeared underground in Arcadia in 

Greece.) In the Aeneid, an epic by the Roman poet Virgil, the Trojan hero Aeneas, fleeing the 

burning Aeneas, fleeing the burning -- ruins of Troy after the Greek victory, successfully 

besought the ferryman Claron for passage into the infernal region to consult his dead father. 

(Virgil preferred the name Tartarus to Hades for the fabled infernal region.) Aeneas entered the 

underworld through a cavern at a foul-smelling lake near Naples in Italy. Descending on a road 

wrapped in shadows, he encountered numerous horrors and frightful terrors. 

 

Tartarus (or Tartaros) was a name used by the later classical writers such as Virgil as another 

name for Hades. Homer, on the other hand, described Tartarus as a different place, lying as far 

beneath Hades as Hades is beneath the earth. It was in this bottomless pit of Tartarus, according 

to classical mythology, that the Greek god Zeus confined those who had resisted him. 

 

Another hero of ancient Greece, the legendary Hercules, also reputedly traveled to the lower 

world. One of his famous Twelve Labors was to fetch up from Hades the triple-headed, dragon-

tailed dog Cerberus, the feared guardian of Hades gates. 

 

Many other ancients are said to have made the fearsome journey into Hades, including Theseus 

of Athens, Orpheus the musician, the princess Psyche and the twin Pollux, in search of his dead 

brother Castor. 

 

Enter “The Inferno” 

 
Possibly the best-known “journey” of all is that of Dante Alighieri (1265-1321), the medieval 

Italian poet. His travels among the damned are recorded in The Inferno. It is the first part of his 

three-part Divine Comedy , an account of his imaginary journeys through hell, purgatory and 

heaven. 
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Dante is conducted through hell by the spirit of the Roman poet Virgil. The trip begins on Good 

Friday, A.D. 1300, in a wooded area near Jerusalem. Over the gate of hell the two travelers find 

a fearful and now famous inscription, in today's words: “ABANDON EVERY HOPE, YOU 

WHO ENTER HERE.” 

 

Dante then witnesses in his imagination the eternal torments of the wicked. He describes hell as 

being divided into various levels, descending conically into the earth. Souls suffer punishments 

appropriate to their sins. Hypocrites, for example, wear gowns brilliant outwardly, but made of 

heavy lead instead of cloth. They must bear the weight of them forever. Gluttons are doomed to 

forever lie like pigs in a foul-smelling sty under a cold, eternal rain. Dante’s descriptions are 

vivid and frightening. 

 

Dante's medieval picture of hell as a gigantic concentration camp a nightmarish place of eternal 

torment, horrible beyond imagination, presided over by Satan and his demons largely represents 

the thinking of significant groups of professing Christians to this day! 

 

The concept of a "hell" can be found in one form or another among all the world's principal 

faiths. Multiple billions around the world have lived and died over the millennia believing in and 

in fear of a place of eternal torment and punishment. It is by this fear that many have lived lives 

of seclusion and depravation. As the Bible says, “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 

flesh and blood, he [Jesus] also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he 

might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

“And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” 

(Hebrews 2:14-15). It is through these fears that people do not live life to the fullest they way 

God intends us to live our lives. The pagan origin of hell, and its belief in it, has destroyed many 

lives here on earth. Thank God he will give people a chance to live life to its full potential when 

he resurrects them again, and they receive their first chance for salvation! 

 

 

 
 

 

The Nine Circles of 

Hell by Dante 

 

1. Limbo 

2. Lust 

3. Gluttony 

4. Greed 

5. Anger 

6. Heresy 

7. Violence 

8. Fraud 

9. Treachery 

 
The circles are 

concentric, representing 

a gradual increase in 

wickedness, and 

culminating at the centre 

of the earth, where Satan 

is held in bondage. 
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The Devil wants you to Believe his Fate is Yours 

 
Who is really supposed to go into a place of everlasting torment? Humans? Or Satan the devil? 

 

Jesus said: “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 

everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:” (Matthew 25:41). The Lake of Fire is a 

place for the Devil and his angels. God does not want men to go here: “Who will have all men to 

be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Originally this place 

was for Satan and his angels. And it is Satan NOT Man that will be tormented forever, “And the 

devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone...and shall be tormented 

day and night forever and ever” (Rev 20:10). Here is the great deception Satan wants everyone 

to believe, that YOUR FATE IS THE SAME AS HIS FATE, and it is simply not true! He will be 

tormented forever, unrepented sinners (wicked human beings) will be “be stubble: and the day 

that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root 

nor branch...they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet” (Mal 4:1,3). Burnt up, not 

tormented forever! With Satan the devil, spirit beings cannot be consumed, like physical human 

beings, therefore the fire will go out but it is still a place of torment! This is Satan the devil and 

his demons fate not Man’s! But how does a spirit experience torment? Is it God that torments 

them? (For more on this subject read our article Satan’s Fate). 

 

God is a God of Love and Justice 

 
How can the view of hell that turns God into a cruel, sadistic torturer for all eternity be 

legitimately reconciled with the nature of God revealed in and through Jesus Christ? Does God 

have two faces? He is boundlessly merciful on one side and insatiably cruel on the other? Can 

God love sinners so much as He sent His beloved Son to save them, and yet hate impenitent 

sinners so much that He subjects them to unending cruel torment? Can we legitimately praise 

God for His goodness, if He torments sinners throughout the ages of eternity? 

 

Pinnock rightly asks: “How can Christians possibly project a deity of such cruelty and 

vindictiveness whose ways include inflicting everlasting torture upon His creatures, however 

sinful they may have been? Surely a God who would do such a thing is more nearly like Satan 

than like God, at least by any ordinary moral standards, and by the gospel itself.” (“The 

Destruction of the Finally Impenitent,” Criswell Theological Review 4, n. 2 (1990), p. 247). 

 

John Hick expresses himself in a similar fashion: “The idea of bodies burning forever and 

continuously suffering the intense pain of third-degree burns without either being consumed or 

losing consciousness is as scientifically fantastic as it is morally revolting. . . . The thought of 

such a torment being deliberately inflicted by divine decree is totally incompatible with the idea 

of God as infinite love.” (Death and Eternal Life (New York,1976), pp. 199, 201, emphasis 

added). 

 

When you read how God deals with sin. He lets the punishment suit the crime. “Eye for an 

eye...life for life” (Ex 21:24). God doesn’t go overboard and punish people forever and ever 

tormenting them. Can you imagine a God who says “God is love,” (1 John 4:8), then tortures his 

creatures he calls his “sons and daughters.” “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
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unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to 

them that ask him?” (Matthew 7:11). We being evil don’t do that to our own children, then why 

would God being Good do something so horrible like that to his own? “He is the Rock, his work 

is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is 

he” (Deut 32:4). Thank God! 

 

Argument: Revelation 14:11 some people argue, it says, “And the smoke of their torment 

ascendeth up for ever and ever:” Smoke does not go up “forever,” in fact smoke eventually 

ceases and the ash particles spread out, and gradually mix with the air above, to become a part of 

dust seen in the atmosphere. This is why smoke from a fire disappears after a while, and does not 

remain as smoke. So traditionalists conclude that the torments are forever as the smoke of their 

torment is “forever.” Therefore the wicked are in eternal torments in a place called “hell.”  

 

Answer: To believe this there are certain points one must consider: 

 

 The events that are transpiring are taking place on the earth. (The Worshippers of the 

Beast and Babylon are being destroyed in this chapter). The wrath of God is being poured 

out which takes place on earth (v.10) 

 

 Nowhere does it say in the bible that wicked people are being tormented forever as we 

have demonstrated. Wicked people are burnt up and become ash, and the wages of Sin is 

Death, not eternal life in Hell fire.  

 

 No Immortal soul is mentioned here. 

 

 Notice verse 10, it says, “The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 

poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented 

with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the 

Lamb:” Is that how God is going to spend eternity, watching people suffer? What kind of 

sadistic being do people think God is? The Kingdom is called the “joy of the Lord” a 

time of peace, goodness, no death, no war. If the wicked are continually being tormented 

in HIS PRESENCE, then, is this how Jesus is going to spend his time in the Kingdom of 

God? I thought the message of the Kingdom was called the “Good News?”  
 

So, considering these points, the concept of eternal torments of the wicked just doesn’t fit in 

these passages. 

 

So what does it mean, “And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever:” 

 

This is the word translated “ever” in Revelation 14:11. Notice the definitions Thayer’s gives us: 

 

Thayer Definition for aiōn: 

 

1) for ever, an unbroken age, perpetuity of time, eternity 

2) the worlds, universe 

3) period of time, age (Emphasis added). 
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Mounce says the same thing, “αἰών aiōn 122x pr. a period of time of significant character; life; 

an era; an age: hence, a state of things marking an age or era; the present order of nature; the 

natural condition of man, the world; ὁ αἰών, illimitable duration, eternity; as also, οἱ αἰῶνες, ὁ 

αἰῶν τῶν αἰώνων, οἱ αἰῶνες τῶν αἰώνων; by an Aramaism οἱ αἰῶνες, the material universe, Heb 

1:2 age; eternity; time.” (Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament, emphasis 

added).  

 

Also, G. Abbot-Smith in A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament: “A space of time, as, 

a lifetime, generation, period of history, an indefinitely long period.” 

 

This cannot mean “eternity” in this context, especially when it borrows from the example in 

Isaiah, and applies to this same time. There is no more smoke and burning of the wicked in 

Edom any longer! It’s a “period of time” in this context. This passage is dealing with the material 

things, “for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 

eternal.” (2 Corinth 4:18). Revelation 20:10 speaks of the Devil being tormented “for ever and 

ever.” In this context it is speaking of the things not seen-the spirits which are eternal; so in this 

context it means for eternity. But in Revelation 14, these passages are speaking of the material, 

therefore the context is clear.   

 

This could be either a long period of time, or a short period of time. Its usage is found for each 

definition as well.  

 

Notice what this author says, “The meaning of aion depends on the context. It is used to refer to 

a brief measure or an indefinite measure of time. For example: The boy, Samuel, is given by 

his mother, Hannah, to serve the Lord ‘forever.’ (1 Samuel 1:22) But verse 28 qualifies this to 

mean, ‘as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord.’ Jonah stated he was at the bottom of the 

sea ‘forever’ during his fish ride. (Jonah 2:6) In his case aion is at most three days. When aion is 

used with reference to life (John 3:16) it refers to time without an end. In the Bible the 

determining factor of the length of aion is the time it takes for God’s plan to be accomplished 

or fulfilled.” (Search for the Immortal Soul, p.121, Daniel Knauft, emphasis his and mine). 

 

With these examples in the Bible and others, this author similarly states that, “Having carefully 

considered these passages, we conclude that the term ‘for ever’  as used in the Holy Scriptures 

denotes continuity (without a break) of action, being, or state of being. It may mean either a long 

period or a short one, either definite or indefinite. The length of time involved depends on the 

nature of the person or thing to which the expression is applied. When we read of God that ‘His 

mercy endureth for ever’ (Psalm 106:1; 107:1), it means that as long as God shall exist, His 

mercy shall continue to exist. Because He is eternal in His nature, His attributes are eternal, too. 

 

“But when the words ‘for ever’ are applied to things of this world, the expression can mean 

only as long as they endure. Because in the resurrection day the righteous will be given eternal 

life and an immortal nature, many things spoken concerning their future existence as lasting ‘for 

ever’ means for eternity, for the expression ‘for ever’ means as long as a thing shall exist. 

Hence many Bible scholars have given the original Hebrew and Greek words translated as ‘for 

ever’ their more precise and correct meaning, which is ‘age lasting.’’’ (Is your Soul Immortal, 

p.76, by Robert Leo Odom, emphasis added). 
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What is being accomplished here in these passages? What event is being endured at this time? 

The punishment of the wicked! This only lasts for a period of time-not forever! It only last till all 

of the wicked are consumed, then it is over! 

 

In other translations it is rendered, “ages of ages” (YLT; Darby). “Gr. eis aiōnas aiōnōn, unto 

ages of ages” (Robertson’s Word Pictures). This expression is actually quantitative rather 

than qualitative as the “expression itself means multiplied ages” (Seventh-day Adventist Bible 

Commentary (1978 revised) vol., p.130). In the Greek, it’s a culmination of various ages, or 

periods of time; it’s like the expression in the Bible of “King of Kings.” Jesus is the King over 

the other lesser kings on earth. Just as an empire contains within itself a number of kingdoms so 

too “Age of Ages” is a larger time-span containing smaller spans. 

 

There are different periods of time for the punishment of the wicked. The largest and most 

significant times spans for the punishment of the wicked are the future “ages” before the 

Millennium (Rev 14:10-11), and the punishment of the wicked after the 1000 years are over, (see 

Rev  20:7-10). Then there are the other smaller and less significant time spans of the wicked 

being punished such as Sodom and Gomorrah and Noah’s Flood. 

 

So the “…smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever [ages of ages] ” Their smoke 

will rise up during the two coming “ages” of the most significant time periods of the punishment 

of the wicked, before the Millennium (Rev 14:10-11), and the punishment of the wicked after the 

1000 years are over, (see Rev  20:7-10). “Of ages” the lesser periods of time when the wicked 

were punished God for their sins such as Noah’s flood, Sodom etc...   

 

After these periods of time when God has accomplished this, the smoke will cease to rise 

because there are no wicked people left; they are all ashes and dust completely consumed. 

 


