Danid’s Seventy Weeks Prophecy
By Peter Salemi

Daniel’s prophecy in chapter nine has been one prophecy that has been misinterpreted by many inthe
Evangdical world. Thisprophecy isvery important, for it showstherevealing of theMessiah, and when
exactly hewould come. How hewould die, and for who, and a so theministry that hewould perform onthis
earth by himself and hisfollowers. Thisprophecy when read correctly a so substantiatesthe New
Testament, especially the Gospels, asafulfillment of that prophecy of Danidl 9, therefore making the New
Testament even moretrustworthy, adding another proof amongst many othersthat the Bibleisinfact the
Word of God!

Inthisarticleweare going to go through Danidl 9:24-27 and show you what the mainstream world believes
inthese passages and what the BIBLE realy meansto show in these passages. Once you understand, you
will seethe New Testament inawholenew light, and realizethat Danidl wasatrueand great prophet of
God, and that God truly revealed to him the Mysteries of futureworld events.

Danidl 9

Didyou know that History hasBEEN WRITTEN INADVANCE! You know you could take that word “ History”
apart and you get “HISSTORY” the story of man. Looking back at what man has donein the past sowe
avoid making the same mistakesin thefuture. But History hasa so been writtenin advance, thatiscalled
Bible Prophecy. God has determined certain eventsto take placeto herald the coming of Jesus Chrigt, the
FIRST TIME, and the SECOND TIME. Daniel 9 showshistory writtenin advance about thefirst advent of Jesus
Chrigt!

Let’sgothrough Daniel 9to see how the history of the Jewish people and the Messiah waswrittenin
advance:

“ Seventy weeks are deter mined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression,
and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

“ Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks:
the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

“ And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of
the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with
a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

“ And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the over spreading of abominations he shall
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the
desolate.” (Daniel 9:24-27).

Seventy-Weeksof history writtenin advance has* been determined” for the Jews. The underlying Hebrew
termfor “ determined” is* Chathak” and“ Thewell known Hebrew-English dictionary by Gesenius saysthat
properly it meansto ‘cut’ or to ‘ divide.” Ancient Rabbisused it asmeaning to * amputate” (God Cares, C.M.



Maxwell, p.206). The JFB Commentary says, “literdly, ‘ cut out,” namely, from thewhole course of time, for
Godtoded inaparticular manner with Jerusalem.”

So God “cut out” acertaintimeframefor the Jews, and many exciting thingswere going to happen during
that time, that God was going to work out hisplan of Salvation for the* Jew FIRST, and al so to the Greek
(Gentile)” (Rom 1:16). Inthisplan wewill seethat God's plan of salvation wasgoing to the Gentilesaswell
asthe Jews. But the Jewswereto receiveit first for “for salvationisof theJews’ (John 4:22). It was
determined “ upon thy people” Gabridl said to Daniel which werethe Jews of the House of Judah. But then
it wasto go to the Gentiles. But who arethe Gentiles?You will beamazed whenyou find out, itisone of the
best kept secretsof al the Bible, but it isnow reveaed today in our time, theend time as God promised it
would be, “Go thy way, Dani€l: for thewords are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.

“Many shall be purified, and madewhite, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and noneof the
wicked shall understand; but thewise shall understand” (Daniel 12:9-10).

Weare now going to examine each verseand give you thetrue meaning of it, and how it wasfulfilled in
higtory.

“ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish thetransgression, and to
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to
sedl up thevision and prophecy, and to anoint themost Holy” (v.24). Thisverse sumsup exactly what will
happen during thistime of seventy weeks. First, the” Seventy weeks’ timeframeisgiven. Danid was
praying and it was nearing theend of Jeremiah’s prophecy of the 70 YEARCAPTIVITY! (Jer 29:10). He
prayed for guidance and mercy for his people Judah asthey were about to go back to the promiseland and
re-establishthemselves see Daniel 9:1-19. Gabriel comesand tellsDaniel that for all that he prayed for to
be accomplished it would be*“ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people.”

Theword “weeks” inthe Hebrew is*“shabua shabua shebutah shaw-boo’ -ah, shaw-boo’ -ah, sheb-oo-
aw’ literally sevened, that is, aweek (specifically of years): - seven, week” (Strongs# H7620). So the
prophecy literally means Seventy “weeksof years.” TheRSV trandation has*weeksof years.” “Inthe

‘ pseudepigraphical book of Jubileesaswell asinthe Mishnah, ‘ shabua’ isused to denote aperiod of seven
years’ (Commentary on Daniel and Revelation, p.851). So herewe have Seventy periodsof sevenyears
which comesto 490 yearsthat the prophecy will befulfilled. Thisisthetime God has cut out for the people
of Judah.

Noticewhat will be accomplished during that time of 490 years.

1)...tofinishthetransgression. “To Finish” is lechallewhichisfrom theroot word “kala which means
“Torestrain.” However some* 40 Hebrew manuscriptsread...to bring to completion. If Kalahistheroot,
then the passage evidently refersto thefact that within this period [490 years] the Jewswouldfill their cup
of theiriniquity” (Danid and Revelation Verse by Verse Commentary, p.852, emphasisadded). Thereare
examplesof thisinthe Bible. God spoke of theAmorites, That, “ theiniquity of theAmoritesisnot yet full.
[shaw-lame’ H7999; complete]” (Gen 15:16). So the sinsof Judah wereto befilled or complete at theend
of the 490 year period. After that time Jerusalem and the Jewswere to be destroyed which happened at 70
A.D by thearmiesof Tituswhichisasointhisprophecy whichwewill explain|ater.

2)...to make and end of sins. “ To make an end of sins; rather ulehathem chataoth, ‘to make an end of
sin-offerings,” which our Lord did when he offered his spotless soul and body on the crossoncefor al”
(Clarkes Commentary under Daniel, emphasi sadded). Jesus Brought an end to the



Sacrificia offeringsof thetemplethrough theonceand for al sacrificefor thesinsof theworld. “By the
whichwill weare sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ oncefor all....For by one
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified...Now whereremission of theseis, thereisno
more offering for sin” (Hebrews 10:11, 14, 18).

3)...to makereconciliation for iniquity. “ To make reconciliation ( ulechapper, ‘ to make atonement or
expiation’) for iniquity; which hedid by the once offering up of himsdlf.” (ClarkesCommentary). Jesus
Christ wasthe ultimate Atonement for Our Sins, “ And heisthe propitiation [ Strong’s# G2434 * hil-as-
mos atonement, that is, (concretely) an expiator: - propitiation] for our sins: and not for oursonly, but
alsofor thesinsof thewholeworld” (1 John 2:2).

4)... tobringineverlasting righteousness. “ To bring in everlasting righteousness, tsedek olamim, that is,
‘therighteousness, or righteous One, of ages;’ that person who had been the object of thefaith of
mankind, and the subject of the predictions of the prophetsthrough al theages of theworld.” (Clarke's
Commentary). That righteous One of the Ageswasto be brought into theWorld and Give usHIS
Righteousness, or “to impute and to impart hisrighteousnessto the penitent sinner. WWhen men accept him,
He bestows on them therobe of hisrighteousness...and to reconcilemanto God” (Daniel & Revelation
Verse by Verse Commentary, p.852). Yesweareto “put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). We have“obtained like
preciousfaith with usthrough therighteousness of God and our Saviour JesusChrist” (2 Peter 1:1). This
righteousnesswhich Abraham had by faithisaso that “he might be thefather of al themthat believe, though
they be not circumcised; that righteousness might beimputed unto themalso:” (Rom4:11). This
righteousness comesfrom Jesus Chrit, “ much morethey which recelve abundance of grace and of the gift
of righteousnessshall reigninlifeby one, JesusChrigt.)” (Rom 5:17).

5)...to seal up thevision and prophecy. There aretwo meaning to thisverse. Thefirstisto“seal’ or to
“complete’ or “bringtoanend” (70 Weeks, Leviticus, Frank B. Holbrook, p.80; Clarke’'s Commentary
under “Daniel”), thevision, meaning this490 year period. Second, thisvision wasto cometo an end by the
death of a“prophet.” Young'sLitera Trandation has“to seal up [to bringto and end or completethe] vision
and prophet.” A prophetslifewasto end at thetime of the end of thisvision, the 490 year period.
Holbrook confirms, “[The] ‘vison” and * prophet’ areto cometo an end by thetimethis prophetic period
closes’ (ibid, p.80). Whoisthisprophet?Wewill continue this discusson whenwe show youtheentire
meaning of Daniel 9:24-27. 1t will be more understandable when the entire prophecy isexplained. Whenwe
explain themeaning of therest of these verses, then you can cometo understand the death of that prophet
and theend of the 490 year period morefully.

6)...to anoint the most Holy. The Hebrew Phrase hereis* kodesh kodashim,” “the Holy of holies.”
“Qutside of Danid thisphrase occurs morethan 40 timesin the Old Testament. In every instanceit refersto
the sanctuary or something connected withit.” (ibid, p.83, emphasisadded). Here we see the Sanctuary
wasto be anointed especially the Holy of Holieswhich waswherethe ark of the Covenant stood, and God
dwelling between the cherubim’s, see 1 Samuel 4:4. But the question ariseswhich sanctuary?Inthe Old
Testament we see4 templesof God. Thefirst wasthe sanctuary Mosesbuilt inthewilderness. That was
dedicated and anointed long before this prophecy was given so it cannot mean that. The second was
Solomon’stemplewhich replaced the Sanctuary of M oses. Thisone however was destroyed by the
Babylonianslong before thisprophecy wasgiven aswell. Now we cometo the second templebuiltin
Ezra'sday.?lsit thistemple? Absolutely Not! Thistemplewas" dedi cated for use upon the completion of its
congtructionin515B.C. (Ezra6:15-18), LONG BEFORE the coming of theMessiah predicted inthis
prophecy” (ibid, p.83, emphasisadded). Thisprophecy wasto start in 457 B.C. aswewill show youinthe
coming verseslong after the second templewas dedi cated so it cannot mean thistemple. By process of
elimination and the New Testament book of Hebrewsaswell, revea sto usthat theonly



templeit could meanisthe Templeof God IN HEAVEN.

Inthe Old Testament we seein Isaiah’svision, “Intheyear that king Uzziah died | saw alsotheLord sitting
upon athrone, high and lifted up, and histrainfilled thetemple.

“ Aboveit stood the seraphims: each one had six wings, with twain he covered hisface, and with twain he
covered hisfeet, and withtwain hedidfly.

“ And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, isthe LORD of hosts: thewholeearthisfull of his
glory.

“ And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house wasfilled with smoke”
(Isaiah 6:1-4). ThisHeavenly visionfitsexactly with what John saw in Revelation 4:1-11. Insdethe Temple
inHeaven weaso seein Revelation 11:19, “ And thetemple of God was openedin heaven, and therewas
seenin histempletheark of histestament:” So thetemplein Heaven hasathroneroom where God
dwellsand hastheark of histestamentinit aswell. Thisisthe Holy of Holies, just likethe sanctuary on
earthwhich hadintheholy of holiesthe ark of the covenant aswell. AsHebrews putsit, theearthly
sanctuary wasacopy of the Heavenly sanctuary, “Who [ The L evitical Preisthood] serve unto theexample
and shadow of heavenly things,” (Hebrews8:5).

“Templeswereanointed to inauguratetheir services(cf. Exodus40:9ff.). Theanointinginthisversemost
naturaly pointsto theinauguration of Christ’spriestly ministry inthe Heavenly templefollowing hisascension
(Heb 9:21-24)” (ibid, p.83).

Theremainder of thisprophecy vv.25-27 showsthat the seventy-weeks are composed in three segments.
Thefirst consistsof * seven weeks’ (49 years); the second consists of “threescore and two weeks’ (434
years); and thethird consstsof “oneweek” (sevenyears). Itishereinthislast week that the mainstream
evangelicalssaysthereisa® gap” between thelast two segments. Thusplacing thefirst two segmentsinthe
distant past, whileclaiming thefina segment (sevenyears) il liesyet intothefuture. Asweshadl seethis
concept isfal seand does away with thewhole prophecy of the coming of the M essiah and the beginning of
the New Testament church.

The Rebuilding of Jerusalem

Let’snow gointoverse 25 of thisprophecy and seeitsfulfillment in History.

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restoreand to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall
bebuilt again, and thewall, evenintroubloustimes.” Thisprophecy tellsusthat from the going forth of the
commandment to restore Jerusalem would be 483 yearsor “ 69 weeks.” That would bethetota timewhen
thecity would berebuilt, thewall, and troublesometimeswould comeaswell. When thiswasal finished
483 yearswould past and then Messiah would come AT THE END OF THESE 483 YEARS!

L et’sbegin with the* going forth of the commandment to restoreand rebuild Jerusalem.” When did this
occur? Thisisthe starting point of the prophecy. When we get the correct date wewill KNOW WHEN
MESSIAH WAS SUPPOSE TOAPPEAR!



The Four Decrees.

At thetime of Ezraand Nehemiah therewerefour decreesthat went out to build the temple and the city of
Jerusalem. They are mentioned in Ezra6:14 “ And they builded, and finished it, according to the
commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and
Artaxerxesking of Persia.” The question then ariseswhich decree of which Persian king fulfillsthe
prophecy? The chart below showsyou the dates of these decrees and their purpose:
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Thefirst two decreesisabout thetemple, and itsreconstruction, whereasthe” statement in [Daniel] 9:25is
concerned with the decreethat resulted in therebuilding of thecity of Jerusalem...The[first] two decrees
...can be omitted from further consideration, therefore, because they deal only with the building of the
temple...A templedoesNOT acity make. Thismaxim can beillustrated by archaeol ogical examplessuch as
thetempleon MT. Gerizim, and the templefound when the Amman airport was expanded. No townsor
citieshave been found immediately adjacent to theseisolated temples. Thusthetwo decrees of Artaxerxesl
aretheonly real contendersto fulfill the specification required by prophecy” (ibid, p.86, emphasis
added).

Sothisleavesuswith two dates. 457 B.C. & 444 B.C.

Thefirst decree by Artaxerxeswasto Ezrato rebuild the city. “Now thisisthe copy of theletter that the

king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezrathe priest, the scribe, even ascribe of the words of the commandments of
the LORD, and of hisstatutesto Israel....For we were bondmen; yet our God hath not forsaken usin our
bondage, but hath extended mercy unto usin the sight of thekingsof Persia, to give usareviving, to set up
the house of our God, and to repair the desol ationsthereof, and to giveusawall in Judah andin
Jerusalem.” (Ezra7:11;9:9). Now some might ask why in Ezra4 we see them rebuild the city when the
decreeisin Ezra7. In Ezra4:5 we seethat these people weretroubling them “ all the days of Cyrusking of
Persia, even until thereign of Dariusking of Persia.” Theletter writtenin verses6-7 wasaletter written“in
thereign of Ahasuerus,..And inthedaysof Artaxerxes’ which waswritten later on. The“book of Ezrais
not arranged in astrict chronological order. Thisisespecialy true of the material that appearsin chapter 4.
Its purpose wasto record the ongoing effortsto the enemies of the Jewsto thwart both the rebuilding of the
temple[first letter of their enemies] and the city [second letter of their enemies]” (ibid, p.87). And of course
thisdecreetook placein 457 B.C. inthereign of Artaxerxes...about 60 years after the temple had been
completed” (Halley’sBible Handbook, p.233).



Now can we get the exact month of the decree? Absolutely! “ Ezraimplemented the decree at sometime
after hisarrival in Palestinein the 5th month of the seventh year of Artaxerxesreign. Because Jewish months
were numbered from spring to spring. thefifth monthin old Jerusalem fell somewhere between mid-July and
mid-September on our calendar. (Depending on thetiming of New YearsDay inany givenyear...). Thefifth
month of the seventh year of Artaxerxesfell inthelate summer or early autumn of 457 B.C. and thedecree
wasimplemented soon afterward” (God Cares, p.209, Mervyn Maxwell). Sothisdecreewasissued inthe
fall mostly likely September-October in457 B.C.

Now thelast decreein 444 B.C. wasnot adecreeto start rebuilding the city, but to continue the building of
it. “Nehemiah wasnot actualy given an officia decreeliketheonegivento Ezra. Hewasonly givenletters
of authorization to permit him to passthrough thewesternterritoriesand to requisition the material sneeded
for hisproject (Neh 2:7-9)...Priority should be given to Ezra’'sdecreein this case, therefore, because
that was the decree with which this whole process or cycle started. Ezra’s was the more official
decree. Nehemiah only completed the work Ezra already begun” (F. Holbrook, 70 Weeks, L eviticus,
Nature of Prophecy, p.87, emphasisadded). So we cometo the conclusion that the third decree of
Artaxerxesistheonethat started the prophecy of Danid 9. The* going forth of the commandment to restore
and rebuild Jerusalem.” wasissued in September-October 457 B.C. Thisisthedateto start the

prophecy!
Thefirst 7 weeks (49 years)

Thefirst segment isthe 49 years of 7 weeks describing thetime during Jerusalem would berebuilt. From the
start of 457 B.C. and subtracting 49 yearswe get to 408 B.C. What happened in thistime period? This
wasthetimewhen“undoubtedly [the Jews] takesin thereformsof Ezraand Nehemiah asthey directed the
revival of worship and therebuilding of the desolate city. Malachi probably prophesied during thelatter
portion of thisperiod” (Stinson Daniel’s* Seventy Weeks' Prophecy, p.8, emphasisadded). YesMalachi
wasthe L ast prophet of the Old Testament. Thiswhy 408 B.C. isvery significant and important. Thiswas
the long gap that started between the Old and New Testaments!

“Thebook of Nehemiah describesthistime of rebuilding. By 408 BC thingswere ready, so thelong wait of
62 weeks (or 434 years) began. Thislong silenceisthe gap between Malachi and Matthew, asthe
Jewi sh nation waited for the Messiah to come...” ( Daniel chapter 9 By Richard Gunther, emphasis
added).

Now also thisprophecy saysthat the* the street shall be built again, and thewall, evenin troubloustimes.”
Wedo know that in the days of Ezraand Nehemiah, the city wasindeed built during troublesometimes see
Ezra4; Nehemiah 4-6.

Second Segment “threescor e and two weeks,” 62 weeks or 434 years.

At thistime God did not send aprophet likein the past to the Jews. No prophetslike I saiah, Ezekid,
Jeremiah etc... werewarning |sragl asintimespast. Thisisthelong gap between Old and New Testaments.
400 silent yearswould passuntil the second M oseswould arrive and save God' s peopl e out of bondage
onemoretime. But thiswasthebondagefrom sin. Like Mosesin the past between Abraham and M oses
was400 years. God told Abraham, “ Know of asurety that thy seed shall be astranger inaland that isnot
theirs, and shall servethem; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;” (Gen 15:13). After that 400
year period God called Mosesand led them out of Egypt, “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel,
who dweltin Egypt, wasfour hundred and thirty years.” (Exodus 12:40). Now God after 434 yearswill
send hisSonto freelsrael again from thebondageof sin.



Also, during thistime, coverstheremainder of the Persian period, the entire Greek period, and thefirst
portion of the Roman period. Theungodly ruleof Antiochus Epiphanes, and the Jewish revolt, led by Judas
M accabbeesfallswithinthissegment.

But now we cometo the most important part of thissegment, thetiming of the coming of theMessiah. It
says, “ Know thereforeand understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restoreand to
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks' (v.25).
It saysfrom the commandment UNTO Messiah the Prince shall be* seven weeks, and threescore and two
weeks.” Thiscan only mean that the beginning of the ministry of the M essiah hasto come AFTER the 69
weeks, not during it! Remember, theword “Messiah” means*“ Anointed one.” Even though Jesuswasthe
prophesied Messiah to comefrom the beginning of hishumanlife, hehadto be ANOINTED! Theanointing
marked the beginning of hisminigtry!

“Thereisnoverbinthisprepositional phrase. It isreasonable, therefore, to take the actual anointing of
the prince as the event to which this time period should extend, rather than some other event in his
life. Prophets, priests, and kings were anointed upon accession to officein OT Times (1 Kings 19: 16;
Ex30:30; 1 Sam9:16). Something different isenvisioned here because histitleisthat of aprinceand
because hiswork, asdescribed in the succeeding statement of this prophecy, transcends ordinary prophets,
priestsand kings’ (F. Holbrook, pp.88-89, emphasis added).

What event in Jesuslife signa ed hisanointing and the beginning of hisministry?HISBAPTISM! Hewas
anointed withtheHoly Spirit and started hisministry.

“ And Jesus, when he was bapti zed, went up straightway out of thewater: and, |0, the heavenswere opened
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending likeadove, and lighting upon him:

“Andloavoicefrom heaven, saying, Thisismy beloved Son,inwhom | amwell pleased” (Matthew 3:16-
17). InLukeright after hisbaptismitssays, “ Yeshua[Jesus] himsalf, when he began to teach, wasabout
thirty yearsold...” (Luke3;23HNV Trandation). Jesusbegan hisministry at 30 yearsoldright after his
Baptismthetimeof hisanointing. And 30 years* wasthe agerequired by thelaw, to which the priestsmust
arrivebeforethey could beinstalled inther office: seeNum 4:3.” (Clarke'sCommentary). Thisevent
happened and the end of the 69 weeks of Daniel’sprophecy asJesussaid, “ Thetimeisfulfilled” (Mark
1:15).

What wasthe date of theAnointing of the Prince, theruler of Isradl, Jesus Chrigt?

408 B.C. when we subtract 434 yearswe get 26. A.D. Problemiswhenyougetto 1 B.C.to 1A.D. you
looseayear. So you haveto ADD oneyear inyour chronological reckoningwhichis27A.D. Inthe New
Testament we read that Jesuswas Baptized inthe, “fifteenth year of thereign of Tiberius Caesar,” (Luke
3:1). BarnesNotes says, “ Thiswasthe“ thirteenth” year of hisbeing sole emperor. Hewas*“two” years
joint emperor with Augustus, and Luke reckons from the time when he was admitted to share the
empirewith Augustus Caesar. SeeLardner’s" Credibility,” vol.i.” (emphasisadded). Now Augustusdied
and, “ Tiberiussucceeded Augustusinthe empire, and began his“ sole” reignAug. 19th, 14 a.d. (Albert
Barnes Notes, emphasisadded). 14 plus 13 years as sole Emperor we cometo the 27 A.D. Exactly when
Gabriel told Daniel when Messiah would be anointed!

Messiah Cut Off

Inthe next verse of Daniel 9 we again see plainly when Messiah’sministry wasto take place. “ And after
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off,” (v.26). Noticethat Messiah wasto die AFTER the 62



weeksasinthelast verse, Messiah wasto appear after the 69 weeks. The expression “cut off” refersto the
Messiah’'sdeath, and how that death would occur as Barnes notes, “ Theword used here (karath) means,
properly, to cut, to cut off...the phrase, “that soul shall be cut off from hispeople,” “from the midst of the
people,” “fromlsrael,” “fromthe congregation,” etc., occursfrequently in the Scriptures (compare
Gen_17:14; Lev_7:20-21; Num_15:30; Num_19:13, Num_19:20; Exo_12:19, et al.), and denotesthe
punishment of death in general, without defining the manner... The proper notion or meaning hereis,
undoubtedly, that of being cut off by death, and would suggest the idea of a “ violent” death, or a
death by the agency of others’ (emphasisadded).

“but not for himsalf:” or “But no oneshall befor him” (Holbrook, p.92). Thisdescribestherejection of the
Messiahin hisdeath, whichwasfulfilled sovividly in theexperience of Jesus Christ (John 1:11; Matthew
26:56, 74; Luke 24:21). Aslsaiah says, “ Heis despised and rejected of men; aman of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid asit were our facesfrom him; hewas despised, and we esteemed him
not.” (53:3).

Now the next part of verse 26 says, “ and the people of the princethat shall come shall destroy thecity and
thesanctuary;” Many people haveinterpreted thisto mean that thisprincewas Titusin 70A.D. who came
and destroyed Jerusalem, “However, this prince can beidentified asRoman only at the expense of the
Hebrew termfor *prince’ inthe passage” (ibid, p.92). If onelooksat the structure of the passageinthe
Hebrew text and notesthetitlesemployed, “it becomes apparent that thereisapattern to theway these
titlesare used. That pattern clarifieswhether one, two, or three personagesare under consideration. Note
thearrangement:

1.vs25 Messiah (mashl'yach) Prince(nagid) A+B
2.vs26 Messiah (mashlyach) A—

3.vs26b Prince (nagid) —B

“This pattern maybe described as abreakup of a dyad or aword pair (Messiah Prince). Theorigina word
pair hasbeen broken up, and theindividual terms (M essiah/Prince) have been reused in verse 26. Thusthe
senseof thispatternisto suggest that ALL THREE TITLESREFER TO THE SAME PERSON” (F. Holbrooke,
pp.92-93, emphasis added). When we understand the pattern of titleswe can understand the prophecy and
what itisconveying. The* peopleof the Prince (M essiah) that shal come,” these arethe Jews, for Jesus
wascaled “King of the Jews’ (Matthew 2:2; 27:11), and thewhol e prophecy remember isfor the Jewsas
Gabriel told Daniel inverse 24, “ Seventy weeksare determined upon thy people[ The Jews] and upon thy
holy city.” Thewhole prophecy falsinto place. Messiah the Prince wasto come at the end of the 69 weeks,
v.25. Messiah the Princewasto be cut off v.26. It followsthen that he should also bethe Prince of the
peoplewho wereto destroy thecity and itstemple, “ and the peopl e of the prince [Messiah] that shall come
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;” (v.26). “ Theidentification of himasthe* princewhoisto
come” (vs. 26b) fits well with the reference to the time when he was to come in the preceding verse
(vs. 25). The Romans are present in this prophecy, but only as the ‘ desolator’ that is mentioned
after this’ (ibid, p.93, emphasisadded). The pattern fits exactly to the Prince meaning one person Jesus
Chrigt!.

Now thequestion arises | thought the Romanswere the onesthat destroyed Jerusalem not the Jews?’
Whilethe Roman army wasthe military power that carried out the destruction of the city and thetemple, the
Romanswere not the ultimate cause that brought on that destruction. The* reason the Romansattacked



Jerusalem was because the Jawsthererebelled against them. Had the Jewsremained loyal and subservient
vassals, the Romanswould have never attacked Jerusalem...It wasthe Jews themsel vesthat preci pitated the
chain of eventswhich ultimately led to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans... Thusfar thefollowing
sequence of events appearsto be foreseen by the successive statements of thisverse (1) Messiah wasto be
put to death; (2) the M essiah’s people were going to reject him when hewas put to death; (3) the people
who rej ected the M essiah when he died were a so going to bring upon themsel vesthe destruction of their
city andtemplée’ (ibid, pp.93-94).

Onemore point to make hereisthetime of thelatter end of the verse about the destruction of thecity. It
happenedin 70A.D. Thewording of thispart of theverse*need not fall withinthe 70 weeks. Thewording
suggests...[It will happen] AT SOME POINT after Messiahis* cut off.” Thissection of the verse appearsto be
parenthetical” (Stinson, Daniel’s 70 Weeks, p.10, emphasisadded). And asE.J. Young suggests“ itsadetall
of information which isadded that the Jews may know what will befall their city consequent upon the
death of the Messiah. Two eventstherefore are mentioned in vs. 26.0ne of these asvs.27 shows, belongs
to the 70th seven; the other doesnot” (p.215, emphasis added)

Let’scontinuewith therest of theverse: “ end thereof shall bewithaflood,” “ basheteph.” That is, it shall
belike an overflowing flood. Theword used here meansa* gushing, outpouring,” asof rain, Job_38:25; of a
torrent, Pro_27:4; an overflowing, inundation, flood, Psa_32:6; Nah_1:8. Hence, it would appropriately
denotetheravagesof an army, sweeping everything away. It would belike asudden inundation, carrying
everything beforeit. No one can doubt that thislanguageisapplicablein every respect to the desol ations
brought upon Jerusalem by the Roman armies’ (BarnesNotes).

Thelast phrase of verse 26 says* and unto the end of thewar desolationsaredetermined.” Hereitssays
that at the end of thewar between the Jews and the enemy which wasthe Romans, therewould be
desol ations. After the death of the M essiah the Jews and Romans continued to fight with one another till
finally the Romans destroyed the templ e and Jerusalem and scattered the Jewsall over theknownworld.
And Jesus said that not one stonewould beleft on top of another, see Matthew 24:2.

Barnesexplains: “ That these desol ations woul d extend through the war, or to itsclose. Therewould be
no intermission; no cessation. It ishardly necessary to say that thiswas, infact, precisely the character of the
war which the Romanswaged with the Jews after the death of the Saviour, and whichended inthe
destruction of the city and temple; the overthrow of the whole Hebrew polity; and the removal of
great numbers of the people to a distant and perpetual captivity...” (emphasis added).

Daniel 9:27

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week:”

Now we get to the versethat isthe most popular and theleast understood in thewhole evangelical world.
“And he shdl confirm the covenant with many for oneweek:” Theevangelical world believesthat after the
62 week period therefallsinto thisperiod agreat gap. At thispoint the prophetic clock stopsticking when
Messiahwas* cut off” and will not start again until thechurchistaken away inaraptureand Isragl will have
onceagain haveitsprophetic significance. So right now weareinthe“church age’ or the* age of Grace”
and | sragl hasno prophetic significancewhatsoever. After therapture, they believethe“he” in Danid 9:27
will makeaseven year contract or “ covenant” with many. Thefirst half iscalled thetribulation, and thelast
half of the sevenyearsiscalled thegreat tribulation. Inthe* midst of theweek, the peace agreement isgoing
to break when* he shall causethe sacrifice and the oblation to cease” and causesthethe” overspreading of
abominationshe shall makeit desolate.” Seechart on Next Page:
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First beforewe move on to the onewho confirmsthe covenant. Isthere any justification for agap theory?
Or areweto takethe 70 weeks asawhole of one consecutive event after another?*“ Sincethereisno gap
between thefirst seven weeksand thefollowing sixty-two weeks (thefirst and second divisions of thetotal
period), to comes asa surprise to find an extraordinarily long gap posited to exist between the
second and third division...Thelength gap...breaksthe natural continuity of the prophecy...Vitringa
cautioned long ago ‘ that the period of seventy hebdomads, or 490 years, ishere predicted asonethat will
continue uninterrupted from itscommencement toits close or completion, bothwithregardtoitsentire
period of seventy hebdomads, and also to the severa parts(7, 62, 1), into which the seventy aredivided.’
Andthequestion hasbeenraised, ‘ How can oneimaginetherethereisaninterva betweenthesixty-nine
and the one, when these together make up the seventy? ...In the connection the observation of P. Maurois
sgnificant because he has shown that thereis' an absol uterule, admitting of no exceptions, [namely] that
when adefinitemeasure of time or spaceisspecified by the number of unitscomposingit, withinwhicha
certain event isto happen, or acertain thing isto befound, the units of time or space which make up that
measure are to be understood as running continuously and successfully. Thisisbased on the observation
that the 430 yearsof Gen 15:13, Exodus 12:20, Gal 3;17; the40 yearsof thewildernesswandering of
Numbers 14:34; and the seven years of plenty and of famine of Gen 45:6 were respectively CONSECUTIVE
YEARS. Thethree daysafter which Jesuswasto arise were a so consecutive. Sincethesetimeperiodswere
consecutive, thenatural thing would beto expect the 70 weeksof [Daniel] 9:24-27 likewiseto be70
CONSECUTIVEWEEKS' (F. Holbrooke, pp.22-23, emphasisadded). So we see no justification for agap
theory inthese scripturesof Daniel. Theseeventsareto run consecutively one after the other, first the 49
yearsthenthe 434 yearsand thelast 7 years prophecy that wasto end, intheyear A.D. 34 sincethe 62
weekscometoanendat 27 A.D. Thislast week of prophecy predicts startling eventsthat wereto unfold.



Mistaken |dentity

Theboneof contention hereisthe“He” inverse 27. TheevangdicalsbelieveitistheAnti-Christ. But let’'s
examinewhothe“He’ redly is.

We must realize that the events of the prophecy must take place between 27 A.D.to 34 A.D. Thisisthe
last week of Daniel, and we now have concluded that the 70 weeks are CONSECUTIVE! We must find what
washigoricdly fulfilledintha time.

Sowhoisthe“he’ inthisverse?“Messiah, whoistheprincipal subject of the prophecy;” (BarnesNotes).
Since Messiahisthemain focusof thisprophecy of Danid, “ If wetakethe pronoun‘He' asrdatingto‘the
Messiah’ mentioned in the preceding ver se, then wefind in the New Testament scriptures aperfect
fulfilment of the passage... That pronoun must, in our opinion, betaken asreferring to Christ, because
(a) the prophecy isall about Christ, and thisisthe climax of it; (b) Titus did not make any covenant
with the Jews; () thereis not a word in Scripture about any future * prince” making a covenant with
them....” (The Seventy Weeksand the Great Tribulation ; A Study of the Last Two Visionsof Daniel, and of
the Olivet Discourse of the Lord Jesus Christ Philip Mauro).

Richard Gunther giveshisreasons. “ The context.
1.Theflow of the prophecy isfocussed onthe Messiah and no-oneelse,
2.Thedtructure of the passage. It would violate good grammar to read it any other way.

3.Thelink between“he” and the“Messiah” isvery strong. For other examplesof asmilar link see
2Chron.21:5-8, 1Kings13:1,2, Mark 2:13, 14 and 7:34-36.” (Daniel chapter 9). The*He" istheMessiah.

Inverse 26, many Evangdlicastry and link thewicked princewith the“He” inverse 27. But aswe have
shown you above, thereisSONLY onePrinceinverse 26, that istheMessiah. Since heistheonly one
spoken of inverse 26 asthe” Prince” thentheHe” can ONLY MEAN THE MESSIAH!

Let usasolink up Verse 26 and 27 without the parenthesis part of theverseand it will also becomeclear,
“ And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself...And heshal confirmthe
covenant with many for oneweek...”

Also, aswe have shown above, the M essiah wasto come and be anointed “ AFTER” the 69 weeks of
Danidl. And sincewe have proved that the 70 weeks are consecutive, then the only conclusion we can draw
is, theMessiahwasto beAnointed and “ cut off” DURING THE 70TH WEEK OF DANIELSPROPHECY! Sothe
70th week of Danid beginsat theBAPTISM OF JESUSCHRIST!

So0“He[Messiah] shal confirm THE COVENANT with many for oneweek” (v.27). Hereisthe description of
Jesus ministry on earth. He cameto * confirm the covenant.” What covenant? The New Covenant, Jeremiah
31:31. Notice Romans 15:8, “Now | say that Jesus Christ wasaminister of the circumcision for the
truth of God, to confirmthe promises made unto the fathers.” Jesuswasaminister to the circumcision
the Jews, whichthisprophecy of Daniel wasfor AND CONFIRMED THE PROMISES.

Inthebook of Malachi, it refersto the Messiah asthe* M essenger of THE COVENANT” (3:1).

Christisaso caled the*Mediator of abetter COVENANT” (Heb 8:6).



JFB Commentary says. “ The confirmation of the covenant isassignedto Him also el sewhere. Isa_42:6, “I
will givetheefor acovenant of thepeople” (that is, Hein whom the covenant between Israel and God is
personally expressed); compare Luk_22:20, “Thenew testamentin My blood”; Ma_3:1, “theangel of the
covenant”; Jer_31:31-34, describesthe Messianic covenant infull. Contrast Dan _11:30, Dan_11:32,
“forsakethe covenant,” “do wickedly against the covenant.” The prophecy asto Messiah’s confirming the
covenant with many would comfort the faithful in Antiochus’ times, who suffered partly from
persecuting enemies, partly fromfalsefriends (Dan_11:33-35)...." (pp.436-437, emphasismine).

Jesusconfirms*the covenant.” Thelanguage showsthat heisconfirming some covenant that already
existed. Thisisthe New Covenant writtenin the book of Jeremiah chapter 31. But what doesthe Bible
meansby a“New” Covenant?If thiswereacovenant that was TO BE devel oped thelanguagewould be
different.

Now inthe King James and other biblesweread, “ Behold, the days come, saiththe LORD, that | will
make anew covenant with thehouse of Israel, and with the house of Judah:” (31:31). So here many think
that God isintroducing something new but heisnot. Theroot word “New” inthispassage means* to be
new; causatively to rebuild: - renew, repair.” (Strong’ s# 2318 chadash). It meansto “renew,” make
“afresh” the Covenant. Inthe book of Hebrewsthe samething isrevealed. Hebrews8 quotes Jeremiah and,
the® Greek hastwo wordstrandated into English as‘ new.’ Thisfirstis* neos,” meaning something new in
time. The second, ‘ kainos,’ refersto something different in quality of kind (see Trech, pp.233-237).
Hebrewsusesthe second of thosewords, indi cating the author isnot emphasi zing something new intime but
something having aNEWNESSIN QUALITY” (Exploring Hebrews, GeorgeR. Knight, pp.147-148, emphasis
added). It wasthe sacrificia system! Jesuswasthe better sacrificethat took care of thesin problem. The
whole book of Hebrewsisdedicated to the sacrificesin the old Testament and the Sacrifice of JesusChrist,
and how “ itisnot possiblethat the blood of bullsand of goats should takeaway sins...Which stood only in
meats and drinks, and diverswashings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until thetime of
reformation.

“ But Christ being comean high priest of good thingsto come, by agreater and more perfect tabernacle,
not madewith hands, that isto say, not of thisbuilding;

“ Neither by the blood of goatsand calves, but by hisown blood he entered in onceinto the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemptionfor us.” (Hebrews10:4, 10-12). Therewasto beatimewhen “the
Covenant” wasto be* reformed” into acovenant that wasthe sacrifice of Christ and thetabernaclein
heaven, and the priesthood of Jesus Christ, and not the Levitical Priesthood. The prophecy of Daniel 9
indicatesthisaswe shal seelater on.

When | srael was presented with the Covenant at Sinai it was not anew Covenant but theAbrahamic
Covenant. God said in Exodus 19: 5 Now therefore, if yewill obey my voiceindeed, and keep my
covenant, thenyeshall beapeculiar treasure unto meaboveal people: for al theearthismine” What
Covenant did God call “my Covenant” ?Genesis17:7 answers, “ And | will establish my covenant between
me and thee and thy seed after theein their generationsfor an everlasting covenant, to be aGod unto thee,
and to thy seed after thee.” ThisistheAbrahamic Covenant that God established with Abraham and his
seed for an* everlasting covenant.” Thisisthe covenant God presented to them at Sinai. God saysover and
over how hewasto perform the promises he madeto Abraham through Israel inthewildernessand to bring
themintotheland of promise.

“God remembered hiscovenant with Abraham, with I saac, and with Jacob...And God |ooked upon the
children of Israel, and God had respect unto them...And | have also established my covenant with them,



to givethem theland of Canaan, theland of their pilgrimage, whereinthey werestrangers....And | havea so
heard the groaning of the children of Isragl, whom the Egyptianskeep in bondage; and | have
remember ed my covenant.” (Ex 2:24-25; 6:4-5).

Now itsinteresting that the phrase“ And heshall confirmthe covenant’ in Daniel 9:27, literaly,[ig] “heshdl
make strong” Barnesnotescomments, “ Theideaisthat of giving strength, or stability; of making firmand
sure. TheHebrew word here evidently refersto the® covenant” which God issaid to establish with his
people- so often referred to in the Scriptures as expressing the rel ation between Him and them, “ The book
of Hebrews confirmsthiswith the covenant. Jesus madethe covenant stronger with a“ better priesthood,”
“better promises,” and “ better sacrifices’ that took care of the sin problem. Not to mention that the Law of
God would bewritten on our heartsand minds, mixed with Faith, aswith Israel a Sinai, they did not mix the
Covenant with faith, their heartswere hardened, Hebrews4:2 says, “ For unto uswasthe gospel preached,
aswell asunto them|[lsragl] : but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faithin
themthat heardit.” So Jesuswasto strengthen the Covenant of Abraham with the people of Isragl which
istheNEW COVENANT!

“and in themidst of theweek he shall causethe sacrifice and the oblation to cease”

AswehaveseentheHe’ of verse 26 isthe“He” of verse 27, and this part of the verse continueswith the
same person“Messiah the Prince.” Jesus Caused the“ sacrifice and the oblationsto cease.” How did Jesus
dothis?By thesacrifice of himsalf , “ offering of thebody of Jesus Christ oncefor dl....But thisman, after he
had offered one sacrificefor sinsfor ever, sat down on theright hand of God;...Now where remission of
theseis, thereisno more offering for sin” (Heb 10:10, 12, 18).

Againthe JFB Commentary says.” ...Messiah wasto causeall sacrificesand oblationsin general to* cease”
utterly. Thereisherean alusion only toAntiochus' act; to comfort God’s peoplewhen sacrificia worship
wasto betrodden down, by pointing them to the M essianic timewhen salvation would fully comeand yet
temple sacrifices cease. Thisisthe same consolation as Jeremiah and Ezekiel gave under like
circumstances, when the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar wasimpending (Jer_3:16; Jer_31:31,;
Eze 11:19). Jesusdiedinthemiddleof thelast week, A.D. 30. Hispropheticlifelasted three and ahalf
years; the very time in which * the saints are given into the hand” of Antichrist (Dan_7:25).... The
rending of thevell marked the cessation of sacrificesthrough Christ'sdeath (Lev_4:6,Lev_4:17; Lev_16:2,
Lev_16:15; Heb 10:14-18). There cannot be a covenant without sacrifice (Gen_8:20; Gen_9:17,;
Gen_15:9, &c.; Heb 9:15). Here the old covenant isto be confirmed, but in a way peculiar to the
New Testament, namely, by the one sacrifice, which would terminate all sacrifices (Psa_40:6,
Psa_40:11)...." (pp.436-437, emphasismine).

History also recordsthe oblationsand the sacrifices ceased because of the crucifixion of Jesus, see
Edersheims, Lifeand Timesof theMessiah, pp.610-611. Inthe gospelswhen Jesusdied the veil of the
templewasripped from top to bottom, see Matthew 27:51. When this happened the sacrificeshad to stop
becausethe holy of holieswas exposed for all to seeand the sacrificeshad to stop completely until the
repairs could bedone. Thiswasaso asign from heaven that the sacrificial law wasto cease.

Now thishappened in the*midst of theweek.” The Hebrew wordis*® chetsly the half or middle: - half,
middle, mid [-night], midst, part, two parts’ (Strong’ s#H2673). Jesus ministry wasexactly 3 1/2years. In
themidst of the seven years M essiah wasto die and cause the obl ations to cease because of hissacrificefor
sns, aslsaiahwrites, “hissoul an offeringfor sin,” (53:10). Remember Messiah inverse 25 and 26 plainly
reveal the Messiah wasto be cut off “after” the 62 weeks and to appear at the end of the 69 weeks period
which again only leaves one conclusion, the Messiah’sministry wasin the 70th week sincethey are



consecutive, thethree periods of time. And Messiahwasto “confirm” the covenant in the 70th week and
Messiahwascut off inthe* midst of theweek” becausethat wasthe ONLY MOMENT when the bible saysthe
oblationsceaseat thetimeof hiscrucifixion. Interesting, not only was Jesus cut off inthe seven year period
caled” themidst of theweek,” but Jesuswasa so crucified in half of aLITERAL WEEK! Jesuswascrucified
on aWednesday and the resurrected on the Sabbath, see our article on Easter for more details. See
chart below for thetrue eventsof Danielslast week:

—| The Time Span of the Seventy Weeks |7

437 B.C. AD 27 AD. 7O

7 Weeks + G2 Weeks UNTO Messiah +

“and for the over spreading of abominationsheshall makeit desolate even until the
consummation,”

Literaly thisverseshouldread, “ Upon (the) wing of abominations (there shal be) adesolator” (F.
Holbrook 70 Weeks, p.97). Thisdesolator “ can beidentified asthe cause of those desolationsboth
lexicdly and historicaly, (ibid, p.97). The* consummation” means* acompletion; adverbialy completdy;”
(Strong’'s#H3615). Thedesolation will cometo end by the desol ator.

“Upon thewing of” appearsto bean “idiom to expressimmediate consequences, [or]... something that
wouldfollow shortly thereafter...thisdesol ator and hisdesolationsfollow after...the abominationshave
appeared. The abominationswereto comefirst and the desol ator wasto follow thereafter, at least interms
of timeif notintermsof cause’ (ibid, p.97).

Firgt, asinthelatter end of verse 26, thelatter end of verse 27 speaks of the end and the desol ationsthat
were to come. These two parts of each verse are parallel and speaking of the same event. So we must
concludeaswedid about verse 26 that, ‘ Thewording of thispart of the verse* need not fall withinthe 70
weeks. Thewording suggests...[It will happen] AT SOME POINT after Messiahis® cut off.” Thissection of the
verse appearsto be parenthetical” (Stinson, Daniel’s 70 Weeks, p.10, emphasisadded). And asE.J. Young
suggests“itsadetail of information which isadded that the Jews may know what will befall their city
consequent upon the death of the Messiah. Two eventstherefore are mentioned in vs. 26.0ne of these
asvs.27 shows, belongsto the 70th seven; the other doesnot” (p.215, emphasisadded).

Now what was the abomination that cause the desolator to come? The*“[Roman| bannersof aRoman army
appearing outside the city...Roman official sbecame more grasping. Crushed by taxation, the Jewsturned to
thezedots...In 65A.D. the Roman agent Florisdid something that really upset the Jews. And they revolted.
Led by John of Giscala, arich merchant of Galilee, and Simon Bar Gioras, the Jewsrosein massrevolt.
Roman garrisonswere surprised and cut to pieces. Jerusalemitsalf was seized by these Jewish fightersand
fortified.



Cestius Gallus, Roman L egate of Syria, took command and in the autumn of 66 marched against Jerusalem
surroundingit with itstroops.

“If it had not been for the Jewish rebellion that year, the Romans would have no reason to besiege
Jerusalem...Pagan banners betokening the presence of Gentilearmsnot only appeared near and around the
city, but were EVENTUALLY IN THEHOLY PLACE” (Ark of the Covenant, Jonathan Gray, pp. 196-197,
emphasisadded). Asnoted abovein verse 26 and in thisverse, “ and the peopl e of the princethat shall
comeshall destroy thecity and the sanctuary; “ 1t was because of the Jewsthat the Romans destroyed the
city. Verse 27 indicatesthe samething, Holbrook notes, “...the Jews-NOT the Romanswoul d have been the
onesrespons blefor those abominations...” (p.97). Because of the Jewish revolt, the Romansput the
abominationintheHoly Place. The pagan banners, idolsin God's Temple. Just like Antichous Epiphanes.
HecameasKitto writes: “ Thisappearsto have been aprediction of the pollution of thetemple by
Antiochus Epiphanes, who caused anidolatrous altar to be built on theatar of burnt offerings, whereon
unclean thingswere offered to Jupiter Olympius, to whom thetempleitself wasdedicated” (Encyclopediaof
Biblical Literature, John Kitto, Val. 1, p. 22). So what the Romans did was set up the abominationin God's
templethat was caused by the Jews because of their revolt! The Romansthen retreated “ without any
reasonintheworld” (Gray, p.198). The Zeal otswent to pursuethem. At thismoment the Christians
knowing Jesus prophecy about the city and thetemplefled to Pella, the EncyclopediaJudaicastates. The
Romansthen began to “ devastate onetown after another in Judeaand the peoplefled to Jerusalem, swelling
thenumbersthereto befed and kept in order. Thiscontinued...thousands more people pouredin...Before
long theinvading Romansreturned to the siege[in Jerusaem]... Titusthe Roman Genera occupied the
Mount of Olivesinthespring of 70A.D. andlaid siegeto Jerusalem...” (Gray, pp.199-200). Then
Jerusalemwasdestroyed. And it all started with the Jewish revolt of the Zeal otsthat snowballed into the
final segeof Jerusadlemin 70A.D. And sothe* desolator” isidentified as Titusthe Roman General.

“and that deter mined shall be poured upon thedesolate”

That whichwas* determined” or “decreed” onthecity of Jerusalem and the Jewswasto to be* poured” or
to“flowforth” (Strong's#5413), “upon” could read “ according to, on account of, on behalf of,” (Browns-
Driver-Briggs, Dictionary), the“ desolate” or asmost newer versionshaveit “ desolator” (MKJV; LITV).
Young'shas“desolate One.” So that which was decreed ispoured upon the city and the Jew on “account
of” thedesolator (Titusthe Roman Generad).

The Remaining 3 1/2 Years of the 70th Week.

We have seen that Christ confirmed the Covenant for oneweek. But inthe Midst of theweek Messiah was
cut off, and then hewent to heavento Sit at the Father’ sright hand and be our high priestinthetemplein
Heaven. Thisdtill leavestheremaining three and one half years of confirming the Covenant. How did
Messiah do this? He continued to work through hischurch! Jesus promised that hewaswith them aways
Matthew 28:20, and that hewould build hischurch, Matthew 16:18. Through the discipleson theday of
Pentecost and after, they continued to confirm the covenant with “many [i.e. many of the samepeople, the
Jews, becausethe 70 weeks prophecy wasfor them] for oneweek.”

Ontheday of Pentecost thousands of Jews converted and became part of the New Covenant church. Peter
speaking to the Jewsdeclared, “ Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made
with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall al the kindreds of the earth be blessed.

“ Untoyoufirst God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to blessyou, in turning away every one of
youfromhisiniquities.” (Act 3:25-26). Notice Peter said, “untoyoufirst...” At first “for salvationisof the



Jews.” (John 4:22), and Paul confirmed, “thegospel of Christ: for itisthe power of God unto salvationto
every onethat believeth; to the Jew first, and aso to the Greek” (Rom 1:16). JesusHe came* unto his
own,” (John1:11), which wasthe Jews, for Jesuswas of thetribe of Judah, seeHeb 7:14; Rev 5:5. Sothe
last haf of the covenant to be confirmed was Jesusworking through hisNew Testament Churchtothe
Jaws.

Thecrucifixiontook place 3 1/2 years after the baptism of Jesusin September/Octoberin27A.D. Which
leadsusto the spring of 31 A.D. So theend of the 70th week of Daniel must beinthefall of 34A.D. Asl
mentioned abovein the summary of Daniels seventy weeksin verse 24, thisvison wasto cometo anend
by the death of a“prophet” Young'sLiteral Trand ation has*to seal up [to bring to and end or compl etethe]
visionand prophet,” A prophetslifewasto end at thetime of the end of thisvision or 490 year period.
“[The] ‘“vison and‘ prophet’” areto cometo an end by thetimethisprophetic period closes’ (Holbrook,
ibid, p.80). Whoisthisprophet?

Tofind the answersto thiswe must |ook into the book of Actsto find an event that took placeintheearly
daysof the church to mark the end of the 70 weeksinthe 34 A.D. with the death of aprophet. That event
wasthe stoning of StepheninActs6:12-7:60. What is so significant about the stoning of Stephen?Why is
hismartyrdom moreimportant than that suffered by othersat that time? Whenthiseventisevauatedin
termsof experiencesof OT Prophets, severa aspectsof it can beseen ashighly significantinthis
connection.

Thefirst point is Stephensvision of heaven. * But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, |looked up stedfastly into
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on theright hand of God,” (Acts 7:55). After thisthey
turned on him and stoned him to death. When the Holy Spirit came upon him he became aprophet at this
pointintime. It isto the prophetsthat God givesvisionsof himsdlf likethis. Other examplesof OT prophets
that became prophets after they have seenthe heavenly vision are Micaiah ben Imlah 1 Kings 22. He saw
Yahweh sitting on histhrone and prophesied to Ahab. | saiah when he saw God in hisheavenly temple, God
cleansed him of hissin and was ordained aprophet, | saiah 6. Ezekiel wasaprophet that was ordained
when he saw visionsof God, Ezekid 1 and 10. Stephen’svision parallelsthe other OT prophets, and
became aprophet to Judah.

The second point of significance hasto do with the nature of Stephen’s speech. It should be understood
with the connection with the Covenant God gaveto Abraham downto |srael at Sinai. Theblessingsandthe
cursing of it, and itsstipul ations. When the prophets cameto reform I srael back into therelationship they
had with Yahweh at Sinal, they did so by applying the covenant formulary to Situationscurrent in their times,
example see Micah 6. Stephen’ s speech paradlel sthe sameformulaof the OT Prophetsthat somecall the
“covenant lawsuit.” So Stephen’ stestimony give usgood reasonsto believethat hewasthe prophet, and his
death takes on amuch moretheol ogica significancewhenwelook at it from Daniel 9:24 about the sealing
up of thevision and the prophet.

“ Stephen isthelast prophet to speak to the Jewish peopl e of Judeaasthe elect people of God. But his
voiceissilencedin death by stoning. In silencing him they al so silenced the prophetic voice addressed to
themwithfinaity...Asfar asDaniel’sown peopleare concerned ‘ vision' and ‘ prophet’ were sealed up or
brought to and end with thergjection of thisfinal prophet sent to them accordingtoActs7...Stephen’sdeath
wasalso of significance becauseit occurred in the year the 70 prophetic weekscameto their end: A.D. 34.
Shortly thereafter, Paul wascalled...to be an apostleto the GENTILES (Acts9), and Peter was
instructed....that the gentiles should be accepted into thefellowship of the church (acts 10)” (Holbrooke,
p.82, emphasisadded). The seventy weekswere like aprobation period for the Jewsto accept the



Messiah and enter into the New Covenant. They failed, and so Jesus said to them, “ The stone [ Jesusthe
Mess ah] which the buildersrejected, the sameisbecomethe head of the corner: thisisthe Lord sdoing,
anditismarvellousinour eyes?...Thereforesay | unto you, The kingdom of God shall betaken fromyou,
and given to a nation bringing forth thefruitsthereof.” (Matthew 21:42-43). It wastime for the Gospel
of theKingdom of God to go to another nation since the Jewish people had rejected it inthat 490 year time
frame. The Gospel went to the GENTILES! But who isthat gentile Nation that was supposed to receivethe
Gospel and become Christian? This nation wasthe HOUSE OF ISRAEL!

Notice, the New Covenant iswith the* house of Isragl, AND with the house of Judah.” It wasto the* Jew
FIRST, and asotothe Greek.” (Rom 1:16). Thegospel in the 490 yearswas ONLY FOR THE HOUSE OF
JUDAH! Notice Daniel 9:24 again, “ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people...” Daniel wasof the
house of Judah, not the house of Israel who waslost in history. Alsowhen you look at thelanguage and the
context of the chapter about the captivity of the 70 yearsof Judah in Babylon and the remnant that returned
wasthe house of Judah, its obviousthat this prophecy wasto the house of Judah.

Jesussaid, “1 am not sent but unto thelost sheep of thehouse of Isragl.” (Matthew 15:24). And he
commanded hisNew Testament Church, theoriginal Apostlesto, “ GoNOT into theway of the Gentiles,
and into any city of the Samaritansenter yenot:... But go rather to thelost sheep of the house of | sragl”
(Matt 10:5-6). Hetold them not to go to the gentiles but to the House of Isragl.

Now aren’'t the gentilesand the house of | sragl two separate entitiesin the New Testament? L et’ sexamine
whothegentilesarein the New Testament, and clear up the confusion.

Theterm* Gentil€’ inthe New Testament hasavariety of of meanings. It comesfrom the Greek word
“ethnos.” Now :

“Mogt of Christendom haveincorrectly taken thisword to mean exclusively non-1sraglite peoples. Anton
Darmsmadethissamefd seassumption:

Theterm‘ Gentiles inthe New Testament alwaysrefersto people and nations outside of and apart
fromall thetwevetribesof Isradl .’

It can besaid positively that INNO CASE IN THE BIBLE, either inthe Old Testament or inthe New,
DOESTHEWORD “GENTILE” REFER ORAPPLY TOANY PART OF ISRAEL.” (Mr. Darms emphasis)

“Thesearebold assertions, but totally inaccurate. Aswelook into the Bible, wefind amuch broader use
than thelimited definition suggested by Mr. Darmsand most of Christendom....

“Many preachers use Srong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible and Vine's Expository Dictionary
of New Testament Words as study aids. It isinteresting that with these excellent reference worksat their
disposa, preacherstill espouse the mistaken conclusion that when theword “ Gentile(s)” isencounteredin
the New Testament, it alwaysrefersexclusively to non-Israglite peoples. Srong'sand Vine'sgive theword
“Gentile(s)” orits Greek equivalent, amuch broader interpretation thanisused by most preachersand
Chrigtians. If wedo not limit theword “ ethnos’ to non-lsraglites, weallow the Bibleto say what each
inspired writer intended.

“ grong'sdefines’ ethnos asfollows:

‘eth’nos... arace (asof thesamehabit), i.e. atribe; spec. aforeign (non-Jewish) [non-Israglite]
one (usualy by impl. pagan): Gentile, heathen, nation, people.



“Mnéesdefinition of ‘ ethnos ismoreexhaustive:

‘ETHNOS... ‘heathen, ‘ denotes, firstly, amultitudeor company; then, amultitude of people of
thesamenatureor genus, anation, people; itisused in thesingular, of the Jews[Judahites]
...intheplural of nations... other than Isragl ... occasiondly itisused of Gentile convertsin
distinction from Jews[Judahites] ...

“ Ascan be seen, thereismorethan oneapplication for “ethnos.” Inlight of thesedefinitions, let ustakea
look at four different Biblical applicationsof the Greek word “ethnos’ found inthe New Testament. When
usedinaNew Testament passage, thefollowing interpretationsof “ethnos” must be considered along with
thecommonly heldinterpretation of ‘ non-lsraglite.’

“1."Pagans - inreferenceto heathens, specifically al nations, racesor peoplenot serving YHWH as God:

“You know that when you were pagans, you wereled astray to thedumb idols, however you were
led.” (1 Corinthians12:2)

“2.'Nation(s)’ - inreferenceto a multitude of people, specificaly all mankind:

‘... He[ YHWH] madefrom oneevery nation of mankindtolive on all theface of theearth, having
determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitations (Acts17:26)

“3.'Nation’ - in referenceto the Judahites[Jews], specifically the descendants of the house of
Judah, thetwo southerntribesof | sradl:

...when he[thecenturion] heard about Y hshua, he sent some Jewish [Judahite] elders
asking Him to come and savethelifeof hisslave. And when they [the Judahite elder 5| had
cometoYhshuathey earnestly entreated Him, saying, “ He[thecenturion] isworthy for
You togrant thistohim; for helovesour [Judahite] nation [ethnos]|, and it washewho built
usour synagogue.” (Luke7:3-5)

“Thisone passage alonerepudiatesthetheory that theword “ Gentile” (ethnos) alwaysr efersto
non-lsraelite peoples.

“4.'Gentiles - inreferenceto thelsradlites, specifically the descendants of the house of Isradl, theten
northerntribesof |srad:

‘...evenus, whomHe[YHWH] also called, not from among Jews|[ Judahites] only, but alsofrom
among Gentiles[Houseof | srael eplained below]. (Romans9:24)”’ (Ted Weiland God's
Covenant People, pp.24-24, emphasishis).

Sowe seethat theword* Gentile” hasamuch broader usethat just a* non-Israglite person.” In proper
context it can be used to mean Isragliteaswell. In the case of Matthew 10:-5-6, “gentiles’ heremeans
“pagan’ non-Isradlitessincethe* House of Israel ismentioned. But thereare other scripturesthat show in
their proper context that show that the* gentiles’ arethe HOUSE OF ISRAEL !

Theword“ Greeks’ is* often used interchangeably with theword “ Gentilg(s),” isalso usedinthe New
Testament with referenceto dispersed | sraglites. One suchinstanceisfound inthe Gospel of John:

The Jews[Judahites] therefore said to one another, “ Where doesthisman [ Y hshua] intend to go that we
shall not find Him?Heisnot intending to go to the[I sraglite] Disper sion among the Greeks, and teach



the[lsraglite] GreeksisHe?’ (John 7:35)

Theword “dispersion” (“dispersed” - KJV) isdefined in Srong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
as. ‘9. [Isradlite] resident[s] in Gentile countries. “ 2 TheA postle John acknowl edged that dispersed
| sraeliteswereliving among the Greeks, and he recognized them asbeing Greeks' (ibid, p.31).

Now why werethelsraglitescalled “ Gentiles’ or “ Greeks’ inthe New Testament? Because God would
divorcelsradl for al her whoredomsand took up anew Husband, the Pagan religions of theworld. “ Plead
with your mother, plead: for sheisnot my wife, neither am | her husband: let her therefore put away her
whoredomsout of her sight, and her adulteriesfrom between her breasts;” (Hosea 2:1). Shetook up
another husband aslsradl saysinverse7, “I will goand returnto my first husband; for then wasit better
with methan now.” God divorced Isragl and put her away, “ And | saw, when for all the causeswhereby
backdliding Israel committed adultery | had put her away, and given her abill of divorce; yet her
treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot al so.

“ And it cameto passthrough thelightness of her whoredom, that she defiled theland, and committed
adultery with stones and with stocks [reason Idolatry]

“ Andyet for al thisher treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but
feignedly, saiththe LORD” (Jeremiah 3;8-10).

TheLaw of Divorce

Accordingtothelaw of Divorceinthe Bibleisthat when awomanisdivorced and marriesanother man,
shecannot returnto her first husband again, “ They say, If aman put away hiswife, and shegofromhim,

and becomeanother man'’s, shal hereturn unto her again? shal not that |and be grestly polluted?’ (Jer 3:1;
Deut 24:4). The God pleadswith Judah, “ but thou hast played the harl ot with many lovers; yet return again
tome, saiththe LORD” (v.8b). At thistime aswe have seen I srael ceased to be his people, and became
Gentiles. But how could God have lsradl return to him after giving themabill of divorcement when under the
law shewasforever barred from being hispeopleagain?

Thebook of Hoseaisdevoted to the demonstration of God being Isragl’s husband once again. God told
Hoseato namehistwo sons, onewascalled “ Jezred” and the other “Lo-Ammi.” Lo-Ammi means* not my
people.” God told Hoseawhen thischild wasborn, “for ye are not my people, and | will not beyour God’
(Hosea1v.9). Yet after thisprophecy from God, another prophecy was soon given about the restoration of
Israel ashispeople, “ Yet the number of the children of Isragl shall be asthe sand of the sea, which cannot
be measured nor numbered; and it shall cometo pass, that in the place whereit was said unto them, Ye
are not my people, thereit shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.” (v.10). Thisisa
remarkable prophecy of Isragl becoming the sonsof theliving God henceaChristian people.

God giveshopeto Isradl intheir condition of Divorce, with their hardships. He promisesthem that hewill
scatter them all over theworld and cause them to grow asthe sand of the seaashe promised Abraham he
would, “And | will sow her unto meintheearth; and | will have mercy upon her that had not obtained
mercy; and | will say to them which werenot my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art
my God” (Hosea 2:23).

But how was|sragl to be God's people again. What would be the processinto which I srael wasto have
that certificate of thedivorceannulled?



Theanswer isgiveninthebook of Isaiah, “ Thussaiththe LORD, Whereisthebill of your mother’s
divorcement, whom | have put away? or which of my creditorsisit towhom | have sold you?Behold, for
your iniquitieshave ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressionsisyour mother put away.

... Ismy hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem? or have | no power to deliver?...” (Isaiah 50:1-2).
God saysto I sradl that they have® sold yourselves’ to the point of Divorce, God did not want it, God was
faithful and hatesdivorce, | sragl wasthe onewho wanted the divorce going after other god's, so Yahweh
being the hushand of Israel wrotethebill of Divorcement that | sragl wanted. Yet Godtellsthem, “ Yehave
sold your selvesfor nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money” (Isa52:3). Here again God
speaking of redemption of Isragl. God wasto redeem them through his Son Jesus Christ (the Yahweh of the
Old Testament) who divorced | sragl . “ To redeem meansto regain possession of that which wasonce
owned and lost” (Jeremiah, Howard B. Rand, p.30). Israel by the death of Jesuswasto befreed from that
law of divorce by thedeath of her first husband, “ Sothenif, while her husband liveth, [whiledivorced see
Mark 10:11-12] she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be
dead, sheisfreefromthat law; so that sheisno adulteress, though she be married to another man” (Rom
7:3). WhileYahweh till lived in heaven and then on earth asaman, Jesus, Shewas an adulterouswhoring
after pagan god’s. But Jesusdied and thelaw of divorced was annulled and shewasfree, now sheisableto
come back to God once again and enter into the covenant, the New Covenant that involved the House of
Israel. That could only take effect at the death of Jesus, * For where atestament is, there must al so of
necessity be the death of the testator.

“For atestament isof force after men are dead: otherwiseitisof no strength at al whilethetestator liveth”
(Heb9:16-17). Now Israel wasfreefromthelaw of Divorce and be redeemed, brought back, to God
through the death of Jesus Christ!

Book of Romans Chapter 11 Gentiles | dentified with Israe

Now that we know that | sragl was called Gentilesbecause of the divorcewith God, isthere evidencefirst
with the bibleto show God isgoing to redeem them again, and they were to becomethe*” sonsof theliving
God?’

Thebook of Romansisagrest testament to thisfact. Aswe have shownin Hosea, God had every intension
of bringing Israel back to him. Hoseawrites: “” Yet the number of thechildren of Isragl shall beasthe sand
of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; andit shall cometo pass, that in the placewhereit
was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the
living God.” (Hos1v.10). ThisquotetheApostle Paul usesin the book of Romansand callsthem

gentiles

Weiland writes. “ 1t was previously demonstrated that the Jewsin thisverse were members of the house of
Judah only, from either thetribe of Judah or thetribe of Benjamin. Recognizing that thereismorethan one
application of theword“ ethnos’ (trandated “ Gentiles’ inthispassage), let usre-examine Romans 9:23-26
and seewhich of thefiveinterpretations (thefour listed above or the onewhichisusually provided) isthe
correct choice according to the context. It isimportant for usto do so since some of you will questionthe
interpretation and application of #4 above. It would befoolish, if not dishonest, to randomly pick whichever
application suitsthe reader’s personal doctrinal position - the inter pretation must fit the context...

... evenus, whom He[ Y HWH] a so called, not from among Jews|[the house of Judah] only, but aso from
among Gentiles. AsHesaysasoin Hosea, “1 will call those who were not My people, ‘ My people,” and
her whowasnot beloved, ‘Beloved.” Andit shall bethat inthe placewhereit wassaidtothem, ‘ You are



not My people,” therethey shal becalled sonsof theliving God.” (Romans9:23-26)

“If our readingislimited to just this passage, it iseasy to seewhy most peoplewould presumethat the
“Jews’ represent all Israel, and the” Gentiles” represent al non-Israglites. When reading theApostle Paul’s
quotation from Hoseg, the average Christian naturally thinksthat the Gentileshaveto be non-lsraglite
peoplesincethey were never God's peopleand never considered Hisbeloved. However, asisthe habit of
agood teacher Paul giveshisreference, the book of Hosea. The student who isa good disciplewill study
Hosea 1 and 2, and as a result will then under stand whom Paul had in mind when referring to the
Gentiles. | challenge any reader to find anything in Hosea 1 and 2 that pertainsto non-Israelite
people... Especially notethat thelast phrase of Hosea 1: 10, “ You arethe sonsof theliving God,” is part of
the quotation used by Paul in Romans 9" (pp.25-27, emphasisadded). Then Hoseasays, “ Then shdll the
children of Judah and the children of I srael be gathered together, and appoint themsel ves one head, and
they shall comeup out of theland: for great shall betheday of Jezredl” (v.11). Hosea continuesto say that
Judah (the Jews) and I sragl will bereunited and Jesuswill betheir ruler.

Now, “ At first glanceit may seem confusing to identify the Gentilesin Romans 9:24 as* thehouse of | sragl”
because of the contrast made between “ Gentiles” and “Isragl” in verses 30 and 31 | ater in the same chapter:

What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attai ned righteousness,
eventherighteousnesswhichisby faith; but Isragl, pursuing alaw of righteousness, did not arrive at
that law. (Romans 9:30-31)

How canthe” Gentiles” in Romans 9:24 bethe descendants of “the house of Isragl” yet, at the sametime,
be contrasted with “Isragl” in Romans 9:30-31? Thisdilemmaiseasily reconciled when one understands
that at thetimetheA postle Paul wroteto the Romans, the people of the divorced and dispersed house of
Israel werenolonger called“Isradl.” Thislossof identity wasinfulfillment of Hosea 1:9-10, whereit was
prophesied that the house of | srael would no longer be known as God’ speople. Although theten northern
tribeshad been formerly known as | sraglites (God's peopl €), they were now (following God' sdivorcement
of them) collectively referredto as* Gentiles.” Only the descendants of the house of Judah were still known
asand called Isradl, “ruling with El(ohiym),” at thetimetheA postle Paul wrote his epistleto the Romans.
Thefact that the Judahiteswerecaled “ Isragl” isdemonstrated by the Apostle Peter:

... when Peter saw this, hereplied to the people[Judahites], “ M en of | sradl, why do you marvel
a this.... The God of Abraham, I saac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, hasglorified His Servant
Y hshuathe onewhom you delivered up, and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when hehad
decidedtoreleaseHim.” (Acts3:12-13)

These“Menof Israel” addressed by the A postle Peter, were the Judahite peoplewho delivered up Y hshua
the Christ to Pontius Pilate and demanded Hiscrucifixion.

Romans 9:24 can easily be reconciled with Romans 9:30-31 if onerecognizesthat Paul’suse of theterm
“lsradl” is, inthiscase, used in referenceto the Judahite (Jewish) I sradlites, descendantsfrom the. house of
Judah. With thisknowledge and with the understanding that the descendants of the house of Israel wereno
longer called“Isradl,” Romans 9:30-31 can be properly understood asfollows:

What shall we say then? That Gentiles[the divorced and gentilized house of Isragl], who did not pursue
righteousness [whichisexactly what the house of Isragl did not do] , attained righteousness, eventhe
righteousnesswhichisby faith; but Isragl [the house of Judah], pursuing alaw of righteousness[whichis
exactly what thefaithful among the house of Judahtried to do], did not arrive at that law” (Romans 9:30-
31)



Consequently, what appearsto be adilemmabetween Romans 9:24 and Romans 9:30-31, isonly amatter
of semantics. After examining the use of theword* Gentile” inthe New Testament, itsprimary meaningis
found to be: those peopl e descended from the house of Israel, who were at onetimedivorced by God and
dispersed among the heathen non-1sraglite nations and who were at alater time called back into acovenant
relationship with God” (ibid., pp.29-30). So improper context we can understand who the gentilesarein
the scriptures. Thesewerethelost ten tribesof Israel towhom, “ He[YHWH] also called [madeanew
covenant with], not from among Jews|[the house of Judah] only, but also from among Gentiles[the
divorced and gentilized house of Isragl]. (Romans 9:24).

Fulfilledin History

After thestoning of Stephenin34A.D. " at that timetherewasagreat persecution against the church which
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria,
except theapostles.” (Acts8:1). Thisscattering starting the preaching of the Gospdl to thehouse of Isradl,
the gentiles (heathen) were going to be preached by the Apostle Paul. I sthereany evidence of thisin
history?Absolutely!

Usudly calledthe” First Missionary Journeys’ thedisciplesof Christ, not the apostles, but the” seventy,”
the apostles stayed in Jerusalem), were the onesresponsiblefor “ mush of thismissionary work [and] was
the outcome of enforced dispersion occasioned by the persecution which arose at the martyrdom of
Stephen...” And at that timetherewas agreat persecution against the church which wasat Jerusalem; and
they wereall scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaeaand Samaria, except the

apostles... Thereforethey that were scattered abroad went every where preaching theword” (Acts 1, 4) and
‘Now they which were scattered abroad upon the per secution that arose about Sephen travelled asfar
asPhenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching theword to none but unto the Jewsonly... And some of
them weremen of Cyprusand Cyrene, which, when they were cometo Antioch, spake unto the Grecians,
preaching the Lord Jesus...” (Acts 11:19-20)...(Coming of the Saints, John W. Taylor, pp.47-48). Asa
result of the stoning of Stephenin 34 A.D. thedisciples, the seventy, were scattered and preached to the
Jawsand the Greeks. Thesewerein the Phoenician coloniesat thetimethat Taylor writes, “ Itissurely no
accidental circumstancethat thetraditional Hebrew missionsfollow exactly the same course asthat of
Phoenician colonization, and that traditional sites of these missionsarefound accordingly, first a the Syro-
Phoenician townsaong the coast asfar asAntioch [they werefirst called Christiansthere, seeActs 11:26],
and secondly, at al the main Phoenician or Phoeni cian and Hebrew settlements-in Cyprus, in Sicily, in
Crete, at Cyrene, in Sardiniaand Spain, and finally at theso called ‘ Cassiterides,” or Cornwall” (ibid,
pp.50-51). The Phoeniciansarethe House of Israel that we have proved in my book TheU.SA. & British
in Prophecy, that you canread online on our website. The Jews and the Phoenicians had no trouble
communicating with one another aswe seewith the case of Jesus and the Syro-Phoenician woman, in Mark
7:26. So the preaching of the Gospel could be communicated to them. Who wasthe onewho wasleading
thesemissionary journey’sof the* seventy” ? History showsthat thiswas Joseph of Arimethea. It also shows
that they established thefirst churchinA.D. 36 shortly after the stoning of Stephenin Britain, (i.e. House of
Isradl).

Andrew Gray inhisbook The Origin and Early History of Christianity in Britain says, “Wehaveno
hesitationin saying that ‘ the Christian faith was professed in Britain eveninthe daysof theApostles...This
factisfully proved by thetestimony of ancient writers...Christianity wasbrought in Britain by Joseph of
Arimetheg, cir. A.D. 36-39...The constant current of European tradition affirmed Britain to have beenthe
first country in Europeto receive the Gospel, and the British Church to bethe most ancient of al the
churchesof Christ therein” (pp.4-5). Many ancient writersattest to thefact that “ Britain wasthefirst nation
to accept the Gospel” (Polydore Vergil; Cardinal PoleA.D. 1555). Hereareafew of thosewriters:



Tertullian. A.D. 155-222. Hewas Christianity’sfirst geniusafter the apostles, and hewrote, ‘ The
extremitiesof Spain, thevarious partsof Gaul, theregionsof Britain which have never been penetrated by
Roman armshavereceivedthereligion of Christ’.

Eusebius. A.D. 260-340. Hewas Christianity’sfirst great historian, and hewrote* TheA postles passed
beyond the oceantotheidescalled theBritannicldes .

Dorotheus. TheBishop of TyreinA.D. 303 said * Aristobulus, whom Paul saluted, writing to the Romans
(Romans 16:10) wasBishop of Britain’. He aso mentionsby name another discipleasvisiting Britain.
‘Simon Zel otes preached Christ through all Mauretania, and Afric, theless. At length hewascrucified at
Britannia, dainand buried'.

What about the A postles? (Remember Jesustold the Original Apostles, the Twelve not to go to the Gentiles,
but theHouse of Isragl, Matthew 10:5-6). TheApostlesthemselveswent to Parthia, North Africa, Carthage
Britain, India(Province of Parthia), Gaul, Scotland and al preached the Gospel to them, the House of

Israel, confirming the Covenant to the House of Isragl, and preaching that the death of Christ redeemed
them back to God, no longer being divorced from him but now being part of “the commonwealth of Isragl”
again, and not being “ strangersfrom the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without Godinthe
world:” (Ephesians 2;12). For more detailsread our book on line Where Did the Original Aposltes Go?

Chart Below Showsthe Destinations of theApostles. These nationsand peoplearedl part of theLost Ten
Tribesof Isradl:

Apostle Destinations

Simon Peter Parthia [Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia], Britain
Andrew (Peter'sbrother) Cappadocia, Galatia, Bithynia, Sythia

SimontheZed ot North Africa[ Egypt, Cyrene, Mauritania, Lybial, Britain
Jamesson of Alphaeus Spain, (and possibly Britain and Ireland)

Thomes Parthia, Media, Persia[Carman, Hyrcani, Bactria --

that is Iran and Afhganistan today], Northwest India

BatholomeN Parthia, Media, Persia, Northwest India
Judas (Libbaeus Thaddaeus) Assyria, Mesopotamia

Philip Sythia, Upper (Northern) AsiaMinor
Métthew Parthia, Asiatic Aethiopia(Hindu Kush)
John Gaul ? (modern France)

James (brother of John) beheaded by Herod (Acts 12)

Matthias (replaced Judas | scariot) ?

Paul (Apostletothe Gentiles, Israglites, and kings) SouthernAsiaMinor, British Isles

Jesus said that this nation to whom the Kingdom of God was going to posseswasto “bringing forth the
fruitsthereof.” (Matthew 21.:43). Thelsradlitish nationsaround the world through the missionarieshave
produced fruitin Christ all over theworld not to mention the British and American Bible societiesthat print
biblesfor thewholeworld to read. These Christian | sragliteshave given usthe standards of living that we
havetoday. In hisbook “Under the Influence; How Christianity Transformed Civilization, by Alvin J. Scmidit,
showshow the British and American societieswith their Christian religion have brought usall therights,
freedoms, lawsand libertieswe enjoy because of their commitment to Christ. Not to mention thingslike

Capitalism, Hospitas, scienceand so on. Truly we have brought forth fruitsfor Christ andin Christ, Jesus.



So Daniels 70 weeks prophecy A uthenticatesthe New Testament asatruetestimony to fulfilled prophecy
and keeping promisesto hispeoplelsradl. The Bibleisan avesome document to thetruth of Almighty God
and his Son Jesus Christ!

Written by Peter Salemi



